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EDITOR’S PREMCE; 


The growing interest in Oriental literature has led me 
to think that a reprint of my father’s translation of the 
Shah Nameh would be acceptable to the public. As one 
of the “ Chandos Classics ” it will be brought in a cheap 
form before a class of readers who would otherwise have 
no opportunity of becoming acquainted with the ‘‘ Iliad of 
the East.” 

My father’s work was the first attempt to translate the 
Shah Nameh into English. It was printed by the Oriental 
Trtmslation Fund in 1832, and was honoured by the Royal, 
Gold Medal. The eminent Orientalist, the late Professor 
H. H. Wilson, in a notice of my father’s literary and 
artistic labours, says, ‘‘ His most considerable work was 
an abridged version and epitome of the great poem of 
Firdausi, the Shah Nameh ; the narrative in its level 
passages being translated in prose, and many, risiog into 
poetry and passion, in blank verse or c^casionally in 
rhyme. At the end the episode of Sohrab is reprinted. 
The great length, and in many respects tediousness, of 
the entire Shah Ndmeh, renders it little likely that a 
translation of the whole poem would ever be acceptable 
to an English public, and from ^his abridgment thej^ 
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may be able to appreciate with some degree of accuracy 
the merits of the composition.” 

In 1838 my father was appointed Superintending 
Surgeon of the Army of the Indus in the first Affghan 
Expedition, and was present at the siege and capture of 
Ghizni. *36 published n narrative of the Campaign up 
to the surrender of Dost Mahomad Khan, and a series of 
lithographic drawings entitled Sketches in Affghanistau. 
In the former he gives a description of Mahmud’s tomb, 
near Ghizni, which he visited with deep interest, and I 
venture to quote some lines he wrote upon the spot. 

- How little thought I, when with pleasing toil, 

I sought to foster on another soil 
The poet’s flowers of beauty, that kind fate 
Would bring me here to Ghizni, now so late 
In life, witf’ pilgrim feelings to sur^ cy, 

The scenes of Mahmild’s glcf/y in decay ; 

To seek the spot Firdausi loved to tread, 

To think him present— and by fancy led 
Wander delicious bowers and groves among. 

Listening with fresh delight to his romantic song. 

And this is Mahmild’s tomb, memorial frail, 

, Had fame not cherished his heroic tale ; 

The sandal doors no perfume now retain, 

Brought by himself from Somnat’s holy fane, 

And though pure marble shields his honoured bier, 

Corroding years display their footsteps here ; 

A mulberry bower adorns and marks the place. 

Where silent sleeps the monarch of his race.” 

In editing the new Edition I have carefully revised the 
work. I have recast some sentences— have omitted some 
passages — and have corrected various errors of the press. 

J. A ATKINSON. 
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The work here submitted to the public, presents for the 
first time in the English language an abridgment of the 
heroic poem of the great poet of Persia. It is now abojit five- 
and-twenty yearn since I first contemplated an abstract of the 
Shiih Namehy in prose and vei-se ; and it was in the course of 
reading for that purpose thaU the episode (t)ntainfng the story 
of Sohrub, which I published with the original text in Calcutta 
in 1814, struck me as peculiarly meriting, from its highly 
chi^lrous spirit and pathetic denouement, a more full transla- , 
tion than could be given to the whole poem. But it was not 
till 1829 that the sea-voyage from India gave me an oppor- 
tunity of making such progi’ess in the present undertaking, as 
to enable me to bring it to a speedy conclusion, and prepare it 
for the press. The general reader will now have the means of 
foiming his own estimate of a production so celebrated, and so 
often referred to under the flattering designation of the Iliad 
of the East. He will at any rate see through an unpretending 
but intelligible medium^ of what materials it is composed. 

The Shiih Nimeh is indeed a history in rhyme. It com- 
prises the annals and achievements of the ancient kings of 
Persia, from Kaiiimers down to the invasion and conquest of. 
that empire by the Saracens, in 636, to estimated period of 
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more than 3^600 years 1 * It was finished early in the eleventh 
century, gathered froHi the tales and legends for ages tradi- 
tionally known throughout the country, and* in accordance 
with thaP origin, it abounds in adventures of the most wild and 
romantic description, in prodigious efforts of strength and 

valour, and there are heroines to be met with in the Persian 

•* c 

bard as intrepid ^d beautiful as ever vanquished heart or 
wielded sword in western poetry. It is, in fact, considered 
one of the finest productions of the kind which Oriental, lOr 
rather, perhaps, Mahommedan nations can boast ; and though 
the general character of Persian composition is well known to 
be excess of ornament and inflation of style, the language of 
Firdausi »is , comparatively simple, and possesses a greater 
portion of the energy and grace of our own poets than has 
been commonly admitted. His verse is exquisitely smooth 
and flowing, and ‘never interrqjpted by inverted and hareh 
forms of construction. He is perhaps the sweetest as well as 
the most sublime poet of Persia. In epic grandeur he is above 
all, and he is besides one of the easiest to be undeistcod, •* 

The author of the ShAh Nimeh has usually been called the 
Homer of the East, but it certainly could not be from any 
consideration of placing the Greek and Persian together in 
the same scale of excellence. Each may be more properly 
looked upon a% the best of his own country. Sir William 
Jones, in his essay on the Poetiy of the Eastern Nations, does 
** not pretend to assert that the poet of Persia is equal to that 
ofiGreece ; but there is certainly,” he observes, “ a very great 
resemblance between the works of those extraordinary men ; 
both drew their images from nature herself, without catching 

' Kaiumers is understood to be the Adam of the fire-worshippers, aad the 
"grandson of Nfi, or Noah, oHbe Mabommedans. 
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them only from reflection, and painting, in the manner of the 
modern poets, the likeness of a likenesS ; and both possessed, 
in an eminent "degree, the rich and creative invention, which is 
the very soul of poetry.” There is another resemblance, which 
is, however, unconnected with their comparative merits ; but 
it is one which has chiefly, I think, gi\jn occa^pn to the 
Persian being called the Homer ojthc East< the heroic poems 
of Firdausi are held exactly in the same estimation with 
reference to the works of other poets of Persia, as those of 
Homer are in the West. Like Homer, too, he describes a rude 
age, when personal strength and ferocious courage were chiefly 
valued, and when the tumultuous passions of the mind had 
not been softened and harmonized by civilization, or brought 
under the, control of reason and reflection. Firdausi is also as 
much the father of Persian poetry as Homer is of the Greek ; 
but it would be little less tiian sacrilege •to dr^ a critical 
comparison between the ShAh Nameh and the Iliad ! 

It has been observed by Dr. Hurd, in his letters on Chivalry 
an^*Romance, that “there is a remarkable correspondence • 
between the manners of the old heroic times, as painted by 
their great romancer Homer, and those which are represented 
to us in the modern books of knight-errantry.” The corre- 
spondence is, however, infinitely more striking between the 
manners described by Firdausi and those of the age of 
European chivalry. It is well known that the Moors qprried 
into Spain the fictions and romances of Arabij and Persia, 
and most of om* best tales are supposed to be derived from !he 
same source. It has already been said that Firdausi wrote in 
the beginning of the eleventh century, but it was not till the 
twelfth that romances of chivalry began to amuse and delight 
the western world. Although the Roman de la Rose was the., 
first considerable work of the kind in ^rerse, the poem which 
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gave life and character to all succeeding tales of chivalry was 
the Orlando Innaniorato of Boyardo, afterwards improved and 
paraphrased by Bemi. To this production we are indebted for 
the Orlando Fitrioso of Ariosto ; and in a similar relation to 
each other stand the Bastan-NAmeh, of which we shall presently 
speak, andiihe Shal^Ndmeh of Firdausi. • 

In the series of ♦romantic* adventures which constitute the 
ShAh NAmeh, the principal hero is Rustem. He is boru 
during the reign of Miniichihr, and it is not till some centuricis 
afterwards, whilst GushUsp is sovereign of Persia, that he 
perishes by treachery, to avenge the death of Isfendiyar, in- 
voluntarily slain by the champion. The career of this prodigy 
of strengtH, and piety, and valour, must thus have been of more 
than antediluvian duration, unless indeed it could be imagined 
that Rustem was adopted by the champion of every successive 
reign as a name or tftle of distinctimi ; but that is impossible, for 
his brother Ziiara dies with him : he is always the son of ZAl, 
who indeed survives him, and the grandson of Siim, and there 
canibe no doubt of his being the same individual througliout, 
the same*everlasting conqueror.* So well has Firdausi preserved 
the indomitable spirit of this heroic character, that, even in 
his last moments, he slays the wretch who had betrayed him. 

Rustem has been generally called the Persian Hercules, and 
in bravery and power the two heroes present many points of 
resemlilance. Sir William Ouseley, in his valuable travels, has 
drawn an ingenious parallel between them, especially with 
re^d to the labours of these celebrated champions. The 

* Bui the Sh&h Ndmch cannot be said to have any pretensions to true 
history, and chronology is equally disregarded in the poetical imagination of 
Firdausi ; for, according to biro, Jemshid had reigned seven hundred years 
before he was inspired with the impious ambition which occasioned his 
^downfall, and the despotism of the usurper ZobAk is stated to have lasted one 
thousand yean 1 • 
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labourB of Rustem were however only seven, whilst those of 
Hercules were ^twelve. It is not, I befieve, understood that 
the series of exploits performed by the Persian hero are at 
all figurative, like those of the Grecian god; for according 
to the theory of Dupuis, Hercules is considered, as no other 
than the sun, and his twelve labours are r^ardcd aA a repre- 
sentation of the annual course oi that luminary through the 
signs of the Zodiac. In the ShAh NAmeh, IsfendiyAr has also 
his seven labours as well as Rustem, and both consist in the 
overthrow of devouring monsters, and the destruction of 
talismans and works of enchantment. Rustem, however, 
performs his exploits alone, mounted on his famous horse 
Rakush, whilst IsfendiyAr is accompanied and assisted by a 
numerous party of horsemen. All nations, indeed, have had 
their unconquerable knights and destructive dragons. We 
had our St. George, and other countries can no doubt boast 
of cavaliers equally valiant, and of monsters equally pestiferous 
and horrible. 

of Abul KAsim Firdausi, the author of this celebrated 
work, little is satisfactorily known. He was bom alt Tiis, a 
city of KhorassAn, about the year 950. But in Daulet Shah’s 
account of the Persian poets, his proper name is said to have 
been Hassan, and that of his father Ishak Sberif Shah, who 
worked as a gardener on the domain of the governor of Tiis. 
The following circumstances, respecting the origin qf the 
poem and the life of the poet, ai’e chiefly der^ed from the 
preface to the copy of the ShAh NAmeh which was coUai^d 
in the year of the Hejira 829, about 400 years ago, by order 
of Bayisunghur BahAder KhAn. It appears &om that preface 
that Yezdjird, the last king of the Sassanian race, took con<^ 
siderable pains in collecting all the chronicles, histories and 
traditions, connected with Persia and the sovereigns of that 
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countiy, from the time of Kaiiimers to the accession of the 
Ehosrius, which, by his direction, were digested and brought 
into onQ view, and formed the book known by the name of 
Syur-al-Miiluk, or the Bastan-Niimeh. When the followers 
of Mahommed overturned the Persian monarchy, this work 
was found in the ^plundered library of Yezdjird. The preface 
above alluded to minutely draces its progress through diflei'ent 
hands in Arabia, Ethiopia, and Hinddstan. The chronide > 
was afterwards continued to the time of Yezdjird. In the 
tenth century, one of the Kings of the Saminian dynasty 
directed Duklki to versify that extensive work, but the poet only ^ 
lived to finish a thousand distiches, having been assassinated 
by hiff own slave. Nothing further was done till the reign 
of SulUn Mahmud Sabuktugin, in the beginning of the 
eleventh century.^ That illustrious conqueror, whose restless 
ambition extended his dominion from the Tigris to the Ganges, 
and from the mountains of Tartary to the Indian Ocean, with 
the intention of augmenting the glories of his reign projgcted 
a history of the kings of Persia, and ordered the literary 
characters of his court conjointly to prepare one from all 
accessible records. While they were engaged upon this laborious 
undertaking, a romantic accident, which it is unnecessary to 
describe, furnished the Sultan with a copy of the Bastan- 
N4meh, the existence of which was till then unknown to him. 
Froia this work Mahmiid selected seven Stories or Romances, 
which he delivered to seven poets to be composed in verse, that 
he might be able to ascertain the merits of each competitor. 
The poet Unsari, to whom the story of Rustem and Sohrab 
was given, gained the palm, and he was accordingly engaged 
to arrange the whole history in verse. 

" Firdausi was at thij time at Tub, his native city, where he 
cidtivated his poetical talhnts with assidaity and success. Ho 
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had heard of the attempt of Dukikl Ip versify the history 
of the kings of Persia, and of the determination of the reigning 
king, Mahmdd, to patronize an undertaking which promised 
to add lustre to the age in which he lived. , Having fortunately 
succeeded in procuring a copy of the Bastan-N^Lmeh, he pur- 
sued his studies with unremitting zeal, alid soon ‘produced 
that part of the poem in whiclf the battles of Zohik and 
Feriduii are described. The performance was universally read 
and admired, and it was not long before his fame reached 
the ears of the Sultan, who immediately invited him to his 
, court. 

Another notice of his life states, that he and hig brother 
Mahsdd were originally husbandmen, occupied in the labours 
of the field at Tiis, and that it was the persecution of a malicious 
enemy which drove the poet from his nati\^ plac^ Firdausi 
told his brother that he was unable to endure the insults that 
were continually heaped upon him, and proposed that they 
should depart together to another country ; but Mahsiid, not 
^ disptp^ed-ta-ahaSl^P his home, objected to this scheme. Fir- 
dansUiowever was longer at and 
immediately set out unfriended anfUone on his "way 'Id 
Ghizni. 

^"JVken pittj^uJ^OT^d reach^ vicinity of the capital, he 
happened to pass near a gardeiTwEere Unsari, Usjudi, and 
Furroki were sitting drinking wine. These celebrated I)oets 
observed a stranger approach, and one of them sail ; “ If th^ 
fellow comes hither he will spoil our pleasure, let us therefore 
get rid of him at once by scolding him away.’^ But the others 
disapproved of this harsh mode of proceeding, and thought it 
would be better, and more consistent with their condition and 
character, to overcome him by some q(;roke of learning or 
waggery. When Firdausi drew near, mutual salutations having 
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passed between them^ they thus familiarly addressed him : 
“ Here we arc, engaged in making extemporaneous verses, and 
whoever is able to follow them up with promptitude and effect, 
shall be admitted as an approved companion to our social 
board.” Firdausi was willing and ready to submit to this test, 
Jind Unsafl thus commenced upon an apostrophe to a beautiful 
woman : 

The light of the moon to thy splendour is weak , 

Usjudi rejoined : 

The rose is eclipsed by the blcK-im of thy check. 

Then Furroki : 

Thy eye-lashes dart through the folds of the joshiin,* 

• c 

It was now Firdausi’s torn ; ahd he said without a moment’s 
pause, but with admirable felicity : 

Like the javelin of Glw in the battle with Poshun. 

The poets were astonished at the readiness of the stranger ; 
and being totally ignorant of the story of Giw and Poshun, 
inquired of him from whence it was derived, when Firdausi 
related to them the onslaught or encounter as described in the 
Bastan-Niimeh? Upon wliich they treated him with the greatest 
kindness and respect, and were so pleased with the power and 
^nius he diq)layed on other subjects, that they recommended 
him to the patronage of Shah Mahmud ; an instance of dis* 
iuterestedness, if true, highly honourable to the rival poets. 

It is also related that the Sultan, when Firdausi was first 
introduced to him, requested the poet to compose some verses 


JosUun amour 
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in his presence ; upon which, Firdausi ^instantly pronounced 
the following : ^ 

The cradled infant, whose sweet lips are jet 
Balmy with milk from its own mother’s breast, 

Lisps first the name of Mahmilid. • 

This rare compliment delighted the king,^nd confirmed his 
high opinion of the extraordinary jperits of the poet. 

When Firdausi arrived at Ghizni, the success of Unsari, 
in giving a poetical dress to the romance of Eustem and Sohnib, 
was the subject of general observation and praise. Animated 
by this proof of literary taste at court, he commenced upon 
' the story of the battles of Isfendiyar and Rustem ; and having 
completed it, he embraced the earliest opportunity oT getting 
that poem presented to the Sultan, who had already seen 
abundant evidence of the transcendent talents of the author. 
Mahmud regarded the production with admiAtion and delight. 
He without hesitating a moment appointed him to complete the 
Shiih Niimeh, and ordered his chief minister * to pay bim a 
thouAmd miskals for every thousand distichs, and at the same 
time honoured him with the surname of Firdausi, becatfee that 
he had diffused over his court the delights of paradise.t 
Unsari himself liberally acknowledged the superiority of 
Firdausi's genius, and relinquished the undertaking without 
apparent regret. • 

The minister, in compliance with the injunctions of Mahmud, 
offered to pay the sums os the work went on ; Igit Firdausi 
unfortunately preferred waiting till he had completed hif 
engagement, and receiving the whole at once, as he had long, 
indulged the hope of being able to do something of importance 
for the benefit of his native city. 

It appears that Firdausi, in his new situation, did not act 


* Ahmed Mjmundl. 


t Firdaus Bigiufiea pazadl=>e. 

b 
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wit;h becoming discretion. He had composed verses in honour 
of the minister whose office it was to supply him with whatever 
he might require, but did nothing to conciliate the good graces 
of Aiyar, one of thq principal favourites of Mahmiid. In con- 
sequence of this omission, Aiyar sought every opportunity to 
injure Firdausi ahd ruin his interests with the king. Several 
passages in his poems wefe extracted and invidiously com- 
mented upon, as containing sentiments contrary to the prin- 
ciples of the true faith ! It was alleged that they proved him 
to be a hypocritical philosopher, and a schismatic. The king 
was highly indignant on hearing that the poet was guilty of^ 
cherishipg impious doctrines ; upon which occasion Firdausi 
soliciled an audience, and throwing himself at the feet of 
Mahmud, protested against the malignant calumny which had 
been brought against him ; but Mahmdd replied that all the 
people of Tiis were of the same character, all heretics alike ! 
The situation of the poet under royal displeasure had thus 
become critical, and he remained at Ghizni, though stiji pro- 
secuting his labours, in a state of great anxiety and alarm. 
But in spite of all that artifice and malignity could fi:ame, the 
poet rose in the esteem of the public. Admiration followed 
him in the progress of the work, and presents were showered 
upon him from every quarter. The poems were at length 
completed. The composition of sixty thousand couplets* ap- 

, • 

* Is ' dissertation called Taminlf it is said that the ancient poet Rudiki, 
^ho flourished half a century before Firdausi, had written one million and 
three hundred verses ; an Oriental Lope de Vega 1 

The copies of the Sh&h N&meh now generally met with, vary in extent 
many thousand couplets — ^few of them containing the originid number. This 
ij^uality has been thus accounted for ; the katibs, or copyers, engaged upon 
BO immense a work, arc apt to expedite the accomplishment of their task by 
omissions in dlflerent parts, whilst, on the other hand, many of them have 
not only interpolated passages but whole episodes. The curious in composition 
and style have long been ^used in conjecturing what is genuine, and what is 
added or doubtful, but to*very little purpose, some of the questioned stories 
being fully equal to the best parts of the poem. 



TRANSLATOK’S PREFACE. 


pears to have cost him the labour of thirfcy years. The Sultan 
was fully sensible of the value and excellence of that splendid 
monument of genius and talents, and proud of being the 
patroniser of a work which promised to perpetuate his name, 
he ordered an elephant-load of gold to be given to the author. 
But the malignity of the favourite was unapfeased, and he was 
still bent upon the degradation an^ruin of the poet. Contriv- 
ing to establish his own success with the king, instead of the 
elephant-load of gold, he managed to get sent to him 60,000 
silver dirhems ! Firdausi was in the public bath at the time ; 
and when he found that the bags contained only silver, he was 
so enraged at the insult offered to him, that on the spol^he gave 
20,000 to the keeper of the bath, 20,000 to the seller of refresh- 
ments, and 20,000 to the slave who brought them. “The 
Sultan shall know,” said he, “ that I did notjbesto'swthe labour 
of thirty years on a work, to* be rewarded with dirhems!” 
When this circumstance came to the knowledge of the king, he 
was ijceedingly exasperated at the conduct of his favourite, 
who had, however, artifice and ingenuity enough to exjjulpate 
himself, and to cast all the blame upon the poet. Firdausi was 
charged with disrespectful and insulting behaviour to his sove- 
reign ; and Mahiniid, thus stimulated to resentment, and no 
longer questioning the veracity of the favourite, passed an order 
that the next morning he should be trampled to death under 
the feet of an elephant ! The unfortunate poet was thfown 
into the greatest consternation when he heai’d of tMI will of th^ 
Sultan. He immediately hurried to the presence, and agam 
falling at the feet of the king, begged for mercy, pronouncing 
at the same time an elegant eulogium on the glories of his 
reign, and tlie innate generosity of his heart. The king, 
touched by his agitation, and still respecting the brilliancy of 
his talents, at length condescended to revoke the order. 

h 2 
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But the wound wf^ deep, and not to be endured without a 
murmur. He immediately obtained from the librarian of 
Mahmiid the copy of the ShiUi Ndmeh which he had presented 
to the king, and wrote in it his satire on the Sultan with all 
the bitterness of reproach which insulted merit could devise, 
and instdntly fle^ from the court. He passed some time at 
Mi&zinderiin (Hyrcania), an& afterwards took refuge at BagdAd, 
where he was in high favour with the Ealif al EAder Billah, in j 
whose praise he added a thousand couplets to the ShAh NAmeh, 
and for which he received a robe of honour and 60,000 dinars. 
He also wrote a poem called Joseph during his stay in that « 
city. ^ 

Anbther account says, that after abandoning his own country, 
Firdausi remained for some time in the house of Abd el MAali, 
a dealer iq book^ at Herat. Mahmdd had, after his escape, 
sent persona in search of him In every direction ; and as they 
made known the purpose of their mission in every town they 
came to, our poet in great sorrow returned to Tub ; but^^fraid 
of not being safe there, he took leave of his relations and friends 
and obtained a place of refuge in Rustemdar. The governor 
received him with kindness, and offered him one hundred and 
sixty miskals * of gold if he would cancel from the ShAh NAmeh 
the satire composed by him against Mahmud. Firdausi, adds 
this account, agreed to the proposal, cancelled the verses, and 
then returned to Tils, where he lived obscurely to an old age. 

It is further said that Mahmud at length became acquainted 
with the falsehood and treachery of the vizir, whose cruel perse- 
cution of the unoffending poet had involved the character and 
reputation of his court in disgrace. His indignation appeared 
' to be extreme, and the favourite was banished for ever from his 
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presence. Anxious to make all the reparation in his power for 
the injustice he had been guilty of, whether purposely or other- 
wise, he immediately dispatched a present of 60,000 d^ars and 
a robe of state with many apologies for what had happened. 
But Firdausi did not live to be gratified 6y this consoling ac- 
knowledgment. He had returned to his friinds at '!Diis, where 
he died before the present from th%king arrived. His family, 
however, scrupulously devoted it to the benevolent purposes 
which the poet had originally intended, viz, the erection of 
public buildings, and the general improvement of his native 
city. 

This latter circumstance is somewhat differently related in 
Daulet Shah’s biography. Mahmud, it is said, in one of his 
twelve expeditions to India, hemng his minister repeat a pas- 
sage from the Shilh Nimeh happily descriptive of his situation 
at the time, was strongly reminded of Firdausi ; and recollect” 
ing with regret the injustice he had done the poet, inquired 
what had become of him. The minister replied that he was 
now veiy old and infirm, and living obscurely at Tus. The 
Sultan instantly ordered a present, worthy of the poet* and of 
himself, to be forwarded to him ; but at the moment the per- 
sons in charge of this present entered the gate of Tiis, the body 
of Firdausi was being conveyed through the same gate to be 
buried. When the funeral ceremony was ovei*, however, the. 
amount was carried to his surviving sister ; but she refused to 
receive it, saying, “ What have I to do now with ^^e wealth of 
kings ? ” . * 

This brief biographical notice is the sum of all that is known 
of the great Firdausi. The poet seems to have Uved to a con- 
siderable age. When he wrote the satire against Mahmud, 
according to his own account, he was more than seventy. 
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Wbcu charity demands a bounteous dole, 

Close is thy hand, contracted as thy soul ; 

Now seventy years have marked my long career, 

Nay more, but age has no protection here ! * 

« 

Probably about ten years elapsed during his sojourn at Mitzin- 
derAn and BagdAd, after he quitted the court of Ghizni, so that 
he must have been at least eighty when he died. It appears 
from several parts of the satire, that a period of thirty years 
was employed in the composition of the Shsih Njimeh, from 
which it must be inferred that he had been engaged tijon 
that work long before the accession of Mahmiid to the throne, 
for that monarch survived Firdausi ten years, and the period of , 
his reign was only thirty-one. Although there be nothing in 
the preceding memoir to indicate that the poet had com- 
menced versifying the Bastan •Ndmeh nine years before the 
reign of Mchmiidy the circumstance can hardly be questioned. 
All oriental biography is so vague, metaphorical, and undeter- 
mined, that there is always gi’eat difficulty in arriving at the 
simplest fact, yet it is not at all probable that the jK)und 
numbep of thirty years was falsely assumed by the poet. 

Notwithstanding the turn which is given, by the preface just 
mentioned, to the cause of Firdausi's disappointment, in re- 
ferring it solely to the rancour of the minister, the conduct of 
Mahmud appears to have been, in the highest degree, in- 
considerate and cruel. He must have well known that dirhems 
had “been sent instead of the elephant-load of gold, and it was 
tfnworthy ol* the conqueror of the world to suffer himself to be 
flattered and cajoled into petty resentment against the man 
who had immortalized the exploits of so many ancient heroes, 
and who, in the opening verses of the poem, had done such 
honour to his name. The present of 60,000 dinars which he 
afterwards sent to Um seems at any rate to shew (upon the 
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presumption of his having been purposely unjust) that he felt, 
some stings of conscience, and that he -vAshed to recover from 
the disgrace which attached to him, as a patron of literature, 
from BO dishonourable a transaction. * 

A more favourable construction, however, may be enter- 
tained from the facts adduced. The order for an elephant- 
load of gold to be presented to ^he poet, whatever might be 
meant by that imposing term, appears to have arisen from 
a spontaneous impulse of generosity. Mahmud may have 
been afterwards the dupe of the minister, and his last atoning 
act of liberality would seem to favour that conclusion ; but no 
dependence can be placed on the humour of an Asiatic despot. 
Yet it might be presumed that the sovereign wh# had the 
justice and magnanimity to punish with death an offender 
whom he would not see till after execution, suspecting 
him to be his own son,* would hardly tffeat a poor poet so 
disgracefully. However this may have been, the satire of 
Firdausi, written at the moment of provocation, and with 
stroftgly exasperated feelings, appears to have had the power of 
stamping with obloquy in this respect the character of Mahmiid, 
and of giving negative effect to the adulation w^hich he had 
lavishly bestowed upon the same individual at the com- 
mencement of his poem. Thus singularly enough the work 
begins with an extravagant eulogy, and ends with the most 
scornful vituperation of his patron. 

The tomb of Firdausi is in the city of Tiis, and much fre- 
quented by pilgrims. It is said of Shaik Abul 5 asim Korteii 
that he refused to offer up the customary prayer for Firdausi, 
because be had written so much in praise of the fire-worshippers. 
But upon the following night he dreamt that he saw Firdausi 

* The Btory is told by Gibbon in his Decline oeid Fall of the Roman Empire 
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in Faradiso raised to a high degree of gloiy, TV’hen he asked 
him how he had merited that distinction, and the poet replied, 
** On acconnt of the passages in which I have celebrated the 
greatness* and the unity of God.” 

In delivering thirf abridgment to the public, I have been 
anxious tQ make as comprehensive and interesting to the 
general reader, as the extent pf the labour I had prescribed to 
myself, and my own ability would allow. But it necessarily 
contains merely the substance of the Shah Nilmeh, though in 
many parts in considerable detail ; and I have therefore deemed 
it important, with the view of showing more fully Firdausi’s 
powers as a poet, to add a revised edition of my translation of 
Sohrab. Thus whilst the abridgment exhibits the scope and 
character of the poem, this favourite episode will at once dis- 
play the force and spirit with which Firdausi’s outlines are 
traced and his colo&ring supplied. 

But I must not conclude without remarking, that Fir- 
dausi’s great work continues to be held in the highest estima- 
tion throughout Persia, and favourite passages from the 
various adventures are still treasured up and quoted on all 
fitting occasions. So popular is our old romancer, that the 
copies of the Shih Nameh are innumerable, and some of them 
are not only admirable specimens of fine ornamental writing, 
but they are gyneraUy enriched with coloured drawings of 
exquis^ finish, illustrative of the most prominent events of 
the work. Onje of the copies which I used in the execution of 
thf^prescnt abridgment was of this kind, splendidly illuminated 
and sprinkled with gold, and cost upwards of one hundred 
guineas. In India even, that is Hindustan and the southern 
regions of the East, wherever the Persian language is understood 
Qnd cultivated, 4he Shsih Niimeh is also highly prized ; but it is 
perhaps most known by*" a very clever epitome of it, written in 
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the same language, by Shumshfr Xhtln ii) the year 1063 of the 
Mahommedan ^era. The original work has outlived eight 
centuries with undiminished lustre, in countries, top, where 
copies can only be multiplied at a great expense, verifying the 
prophecy of the poet, who predicted the immortality of his 
verse with as much confidence as Ovid When he Vrote his 
celebrated peroration — 

Jamqne opus exegl ; quod nec Jovis ira, nec ignis. 

Nec poterit ferrum, nec cdax abolere vctuBtas. 


• London, May 1, 1832. 
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KAitJMERS. 

According to the traditions of former ages, recorded in the 
, Bastan-ndmeh, the first person who established a code of laws 
and exercised the functions of a monarch in Persm, was 
Kaiiimers. It is said that he dwelt among the mountain^, and 
that his garments were made of the skins of beasts. 

Ilis reign was thirty years, and o’er thenearth 
He spread the blessings of paternal sway ; 

Wild animals, obsequious to his will, 

Assembled round his throne, and did him homage. 

He had a son named Saiamuk, a youth 
Of lovely form and countenance, in war 
Brave and accomplished, and the dear delight 
Of his fond father, who adored the boy. 

And only dreaded to be parted from him, 

So is it ever with the world— the parent 
Still doating on his offspring. Eaiumers 
Had not a foe, save one, a hideous Demon, - 


* The first encounter in the Sh&h Nameh is between the son of Kaiumers 
and a demon. There does not seem to exist among the Persians any very 
well defined notion respecting these demons, diws, or dives. They •are, 
however, generally represented in human shape, with horns, ^ng ears, and 
sometimes with a tail, as Lord Monboddo says, “depending their gable 
ends,” yet possessed of superior power and intelligence. They are also 
enchanters, and sorcerers. The most renowned were those of Mazinder&n, 
whom Rustem overthrew. They were always considercil superior to common 
human beings, and always the most effective allies, and the most formidable 
foes. They were often of caliban-aspect, giants ; and though they had the 
faculty of vanishing whenever they chose, we frequently see them dispatched 
and slain in battle, in the common way, by swoM or battle-axe. They ai-e 
sometimes like spirits of the storm, wild and destrui^ive, and sometimes they 
are of less consequence, and occupied in inferior duties. Jemshid had many 

B 
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Who viewed his power with envy, and aspired 
To work nis ruin. He, too, had a son. 

Fierce as a wolf, whose days were dart^nd bitter, 

Because the favouring heavens in kinder mood 
Smiled on the monarch and his gallant heir. 

— When Saidmuk first heard the Demon’s aim 
Was to 6’erthrow his father and himself, 

Surprise end indignation filled his heart, 

And Kpeedily a martial force he raised, 

To punish the invader. Proudly garbed 
In leopard’s skin} he hastened to the war ; 

But when the combatants, with eager mien, 

Impatient met upon the battle-field. 

And both together tried their utmost strength, 

Down from his enemy’s dragon-grasp soon fell 
The luckless son of royal Kaidmers, 

Vanquished and lifeless. Sad, unhappy fate I 

Disheartened by this disastrous event, the army immediately 
retreated, and returned to Kaiiimers, who wept bitterly for the 
loss of his son, and continued a long time inconsolable. But 
after a year ha^ elapsed a mysterious voice addressed him, 
saying: — *‘Be patient, and despair not, — thou hast only to 
send another army against the Demons, and the triumph and 
the victory will be thine. 

Drive from the oarlh that Demon horrible, 

And sorrow will be rooted from thy heart,'’ 


Saidmuk left a son whose name was Hiisheng, whom the king 
loved much more even than his father. 

Hiisheng his name. There seemed in him combined, 
Knowledge and goodness eminent. To him 
W’as given his father’s dignity and station. 

And the old man, his grandsire, scarcely deigned 
!K> look upon another, bis affection 
For him was so unbounded. 


Kaiumers having appointed Hdsheng the leader of the army, 

in his service. The demons taught TahfimerB the use of letters, after he 
had conquered them, and had acquired the appellation of Diw-bOnd, or tlie 
chainer of demons. or demon, means also a god, or personage of a 

higher class in the scale of earthly beings. 
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the joung hero set out with an immente body of troops to 
engage the Dem^ and his son. It is said that at that time 
every species of animal, wild and tame, was obedient to his 
command. 


The savage beasts, and those of gentler kind, 

Alike reposed before him, and appeared 
To do him homage. 

The wolf, the tiger, the lion, the panther, and even the fowls 
of the air, assembled in aid of him, and he, by the blessing of 
God, slew the Demon and his offspring with his own hand. 
After which the army of Kaiumers, and the devouring animals 
‘that accompanied him in his march, defeated and tore to pieces 
the scattered legions of the enemy. Upon the death of Kaiiimers 
Hiisheng ascended the throne of Persia. 


HtJSHENG. 

It is recorded that Husheng w’as the first who brought out 
fire from stone, and from that circumstance he founded the 
religion of the Fire-worshippers, calling the flame which was 
produced, the Light of the Divinity.* The accidental discovery 
of this element is thus described ; — 

Passing, one day, towards the mountain’s side, 

Attended by his train, surprised he saw 
Something in aspect terrible — its eyes 
Fountains of blood ; its dreadful mouth sent forth 


* Firdausi speaks here of Hiisheng, tlie second king of the Feshdadian 
dynasty, having founded the religion of the fire-worshippers, but from that 
time the faith seems to have slept till the appearance of S^rdusht, in the 
reign of Gusbt&sp, many centuries afterwards, when^Isfendiyfir propagated it 
at the point of the sword. 

B 2 
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VolnmeB of ^oke that darkened all the air. 

Fixing his gase upon that hideous form, * 

He seized a stone, and with prodigious for/ie 
Hurling it, chanced to strike a jutting rock, 

Whence sparks arose, and {presently a fire 
O’erspread the plain, in which the monster perished. 

— Thus Hfisheng found the element which ^ed 
Light through the world. The monarch prostrate bowed, 

‘ PraisingShe great Creator, for the good 
Bestowed on man, apd, pious, then he said, 

‘‘ This is the Light from Heaven, sent down from God ; 

If ye be wise, adore and worship it I *’ 

It is also related that, in the evening of the day on which'llfe 
luminous flash appeared to him from the stone, he lighted an 
immense fire, and, having made a royal entertainment, ho called i 
it the Festival of Siddeh. By him the art of the^blacksmith 
was discovered, and he taught river and streamlet to supply the 
towns, and irrigate the fields for the pui-poscs of cultivation. 
And he also brought into use the fur of the sable, and the 
squirrel, and the ermine. Before his time mankind had nothing 
for food but fruit, and the leaves of trees and the skins of animals 
for clothing. He introduced, and taught his people, the method 
of making bread, and the art of cookery. 


Then ate they their own bread, for it was good. 
And they were gi-ateful to their benefactor ; 
Mild laws were framed — the very land rejoiced, 
iSmiling with cultivation ; all the world 
Bemembering Hitsheng's virtues. 


The perio<fof his government is said to have lasted forty 
years, and he was succeeded by his son, Tahumers. 
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TAHtTMERS. 

This sovereign was aJso called Diw-bund, or the Binder of 
Demons. He assembled together all the wise men in his domi- 
nions, to consider and deliberate upon whatever might be of 
utility and advantage to the people of God. In his days wool 
w'as spun and woven, and garment? and carpets manufactured, 
and various animals, such as panthers, falcons, hawks, and 
RpynRhpg were tamed, and taught to assist in the sports of the 
field. Tahdmers had also a vizir, renowned for his wisdom and 
understanding. Having one day charmed a Demon into his 
power by philters and magic, he conveyed him to Tahiimers 
upon which, the brethren and allies of the prisoner, flpeling 
ashamed and degraded by the insult, collected an army, and 
went to Avar against the king. Tahiimers was equally in wrath 
when he heard of these hostile proceedings and having also 
gathered together an army on his part, presented himself before 
the enemy. The name of the leader of the Demons Avas Ghii. 
On one side the force consisted of fire, and smoke, and Demons ; 
on tte other, brave and magnanimous Avarriors. Tahiimers 
lifted his mace, as soon as he was opposed to the enemy, and 
giving Ghii a blow on the head, killed him on the spot. The 
other Demons being taken prisoners, he ordered them to be 
destroyed ; but they petitioned for mercy, promising, if their 
lives Avere spared, that they would teach him a wondcrfiil art. 
Tahiimers assented, and they immediately brought their books, 
and pens and ink, and instructed him how to read and Avrite. 

They taught him letters, and his eager mind ' 

AVith learning was illumined. The world was blest 
With quiet and repose, Peris and Demons 
Submitting to his Avill, 

The reign of Tahiimers lasted thirty years and after him the 
monarchy descended to Jcmshld, his son. 
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JEMSHlD. 

JemBbid was eminently distingaished for learning and wisdom. 
It is said that coats* of mail, cuirasses, and swords, and various 
kinds of armour^ were invented and manufactured in his time, 
and also* that garments of silk were made and worn by his 
people. 


Helmets and swords, with carious art they made, 
Guided by Jemshid’s skill ; and silks and linen 
And robes of fur and ermine. Desert lands 
Were cultivated ; and wherever stream 
Or rivulet wandered, and the soil was good, 

He fixed the habitations of his people ; 

And there they ploughed and reaped : for in that age 
All laboured ; none in sloth and idleness 
Were suflFered to remain, since indolence 
Too often vanquishes the best, and turns 
To nought the noblest, firmest resolution. 


Jemshid afterwards commanded his Demons to construct a 
splendid palace, and he directed his people how to make the 
foundations strong. 

He taught the unholy Demon-train to mingle 
Water and clay, with which, formed into bricks, 

The walls were built, and then high turrets, towers, 

And bfl jof^niea . and roofs to keep out luiu 
And cold, and sunshine. Every art was known 
To Jemshid, without equal in the world. 


He also made vessels for the sea and the river, and erected a 
lua^ificent throne, embellished with pearls and precious stones ; 
^nd having* seated himself upon it, commanded his Demons to 
raise him up in the air, that he might be able to transport him- 
self in a moment wherever he chose. He named the first dtiy 
of the year Nu-riiz, and on every NH-iilz he made a royal 
feast, BO that under his hospitable roof, mortals, and Genii, and 
Demons, and Peris, were delighted and happy, every one being 
equally regaled with irine and music. His government is said 
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to have continued in existence seven hundred years, and during 
that period, it is added, none of his subjects suffered -death, or 
were afflicted with disease. 

Man seemed immortal, sickness was ujiknown, 

And life rolled on in happiness and joy. 

After the lapse of seven hundred years, however, inbrdinate 
ambition inflamed the heart of Jemshid, and, having assembled 
all the illustrious personages and learned men in his dominions 
before him, he said to them : — “ Tell me if there exists, or ever 
existed, in all the world, a king of such magnificence and power 
as I am ? ” They unanimously replied : — “ Thou art alone, 
mightiest, the most victorious : there is no equal to thee ! ” 
The just God beheld this foolish pride and vanity with displea- 
sure, and, as a punishment, cast him from the government of 
an empire into a state of utter degradation and miseiy. 

All looked upon the throne, and heard and saw • 

Nothing but Jemshld, he alone was king, 

Absorbing every thought ; and in their praise, 

And adoration of that mortal man, 

Forgot the worship of the great Creator. 

Then proudly thus ho to his nobles spoke. 

Intoxicated with their loud applause, 

“ I am unequalled, for to me the earth 
Owes all its science, never did exist 
A sovereignty like mine, beneficent 
And glorious, driving from the populous land 
Disease and want. Domestic joy and rest 
Proceed from me, all that is good and great 
Waits my behest ; the universal voice 
Declares the splendour of ray government, 

Beyond whatever human heart conceived, 

And me the only monarch of the world.” 

— Soon as these words had parted from bis lip^ 

Words impious, and insulting to high heaven, * 

His earthly grandeur faded, — then all tongues 
Grew nlftntnTona and bold. The day of Jemshid 
Passed into globm, Ms brightness all obscured. 

What said the Moralist 2 “ When thou wert a king 
Thy subjects -were obedient, but whoever 
Proudly neglects the worship of his God, 

Brings desolation on his house and home.” 

— And when he marked the insolence of his people, 

He knew the wrath of Heaven had oeen provoked. 

And terror overcame him. 
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MIRTAS-TAzI, and his son ZOHAK. 

% 

The old historians relate that Mirtife was tlie name of a king 
of the Arabs ; and that he had a thousand animals which gave 
milk, and the milk of these animals he always distributed in 
charity among the poor, fjod was pleased with his goodness, 
and accoixlingly increased bis favour upon him. 

Goats, sheep, and camels, yielded up tlicir store 
Of bnlmy milk, with which the penerous kinp 
Nourished the indigent and helpless poor. 

Mhtas had a son called Zohak, who possessed ten thousan<f 
Arab Horses, or Tazis, upon which account he was surnamed 
Biwurasp ; biwur meaning ten thousand, and asp a horse. 
One day Iblis, the Evil Spirit, appeared to Zohilk in the 
disguise of a gdod and virtuous man, and conversed with him 
in the most agreeable manner. 

Pleased with his eloquence, the youth 
Suspected not the speaker’s truth ; 

But praised the sweet impassioned strain, 

And asked him to discourse again. 


Iblis replied, that he was master of still sweeter converse, 
but he could not address it to him, unless he first entered into 
a solemn compact, and engaged never on any pi’ctencc to 
divulge his sbcrct. 

Zohdk in perfect innocence of heart 
Assented to the oath, and bonnd himself 
Never to tell the secret ; all he wished 
Was still to hear the good man’s honey woi-ds. 

But as soon as the oath w'^as taken, Iblis said to him ; Thy 
&ther has become old and worthies.^, and thou art young, and 
wise, and valiant. Let him no longer stand in thy way, but 
kill him; the rol^ps of sovereignty arc ready, and better 
adapted for thee.” 
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The youth in agony of mind, § 

Heal'd what the stranger now dc&igiiod ; 

Cowld crime like this be understood 1 
The shedding of a parent’s blood ! 

Iblls Avould no excuses hear — 

The oath was sworn — ^his death was near. 

“ For if thou tliink’st to pass it b/, 

The peril’s thine, and thou must die ! ” 

Zohak was terrified and subdae^by this warning, and asked 
Iblis in what manner he proposed to sacrifice his father. Iblis 
replied, that he would dig a pit on the path-way w'hich led to 
Mirtils-Tazi’s house of prayer. Accordingly he secretly made 
a deep well upon the spot most convenient for the purpose, and 
covered it over with gi'a'ss. At night, as the king was going, as 
usual, to the house of prayer, he fell into the pit, and his legs 
and arms being broken by the fall, he shortly expired. 0 
righteous Heaven ! that father too, whose tenderness would not 
suffer even the winds to blow upon his son too roughly, — and 
that son, by the temptation of Iblis, to brin^ such a father to 
a miserable end ! 

Thus urged to crime, through cruel treachery, 

Zohdk usurped his pious father’s throne. 

When Iblis found that he had got Zohak completely in his 
power, he told him that, if he followed his counsel and advice 
implicitly, he would become the greatest monarch of the age, 
the sovereign of the seven climes, signifying th^ whole world. 
Zohdk agreed to every thing, and Iblis continued to bestow 
upon him the most devoted attention and flattery for the 
purpose of moulding him entirely to his will. To suet an 
extreme degree had his authority attained, that* he became, 
the sole director even in the royal kitchen, and prepared for 
Zohak the most delicious and savoury food imaginable ; for in 
those days bread and fruit only were the usual articles of food. 
Iblis himself was the original inventor of the cooking art. 
Zohak was delighted with the dishes, made from every variety 
of bird and four-footed animal. Every* day something new 
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and rare was brougliO to his table, and every day Iblis increased 
in favour. But an egg was to him the most .delicate of all ! 
“ What, can there be superior to this ? ” said he, To- 
morrow,*' replied Iblis, ^Hhon shalt have something better, 
and of a far superioi* kind.” 

Next day he brought delicious fare, and dressed 
In manner exquisite to please the eye, 

As well as taste ; partridge and pheasant rich, 

A banquet for a prince. Zohdk beheld 
Delighted the repast, and eagerly 
Relished its flavour ; then in gratitude, 

And admiration of the matchless art 
Which thus had ministered to his appetite, 

He cried “ For this, whatever thou dcsirest. 

And I can give, is thine.” Iblis was glad. 

And, little anxious, had but one request — 

One unimportant wish — it was to kiss 
The monarch’s naked shoulder — a mere whim. 

And promptly did Zohdk comply, for he 
Was unsuspicious still, and stripped himself, 

ReadyVo gratify that simple wish. 

Iblis then kissed the part with fiendish glee, 

And vanished in an instant. 

From the touch 

Sprang two black serpents I Then a tumult rose 
Among the people, searching for Iblis 
Through all the palace, but they sought in vain. 

To young and old it was a marvellous thing ; 

The serpents writh^ about as seeking food, 

And leaimed men to see the wonder came. 

And sage magicians tried to charm away 
That dreadful evil, but no core was found. 


Some time 'afterwards Iblis returned to Zolisik, but in the 
shape of a physician, and told him that it was according to his 
ownhorosc(ipe that he suffered in this manner— it was, in short, 
destiny — and that the serpents would continue connected 
with him throughout his life, involving him in perpetual 
misery. Zoh^k sunk into despair, upon the assurance of there 
being no remedy for him, but Iblis again roused him by saying, 
that if the serpents were fed daily with human brains, which 
would probably kill ^them, his life might be prolonged, and 
made easy. 
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If life has any charm for thee, ^ 

The brain of man their food must be I 

• 

With the adoption of this deceitful stratagem, Iblis was 
highly pleased, and congratulated himself uj)on the success of 
his wicked exertions, thinking that in this manner a great 
portion of the human race would be de8troy(|d He jras not 
aware that his ci’aft and cunning ha^ no influence in the house 
of Ood ; and that the descendants of Adam are continually 
increasing. 

When the people of Irdn and Tuntii heard that Zohsik kept 
near him two devouring serpents, alarm and terror spread 
everywhere, and so universal ^vas the dread produced by this 
intelligence, that the nobles of Persia were induced to abandon 
their allegiance to Jemshid, and, turning through fbar to 
Zohiik, confederated with the Arab troops against their own 
country. Jemshid continued for some time to resist their 
efforts, but was at last defeated, and became atwanderer on the 
face of the earth. 

To him existence was a burthen now, 

The world a desert — for Zohak had gained 
The impel ial crown, and from all acts and dtvds 
Of royal import, razed out the very name 
Of Jemshid hateful in the tyrant’s eyes. 


The Stohy of JEMSHID resumed. 

The Persian government having fallen into the hands of the 
usurper, he sent his spies in every direction for the purpose of 
getting possession of Jemshid wherever he might be found, 
but their labour was not crowned witli» success. The un- 
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fortunate waiiderer^after experiencing numberless misfortunes, 
at length took refuge in ZabulistHii. 

Flying from place to place, thi-ough wilderness, 

Wide plain, and mountain, veiled from human eye, 

Hungiy aad worn out with fatigue and sorrow, 

He came to Zdbul. 

The king of Zabiilista|j, whose name was Giireng, had a 
daughter of extreme beauty. She was also remarkable for her 
mental endowments, and was familiar with warlike exercises. ; 

So graceful in her movements, and so sweet. 

Her very look plucked from the breast of ago 
The root of sorrow, — lier wine-sipping lips. 

And mouth like sugar, checks all dimpled o’er 
^ With smiles, and glowing as the summer roae — 

• Won every heart. 


This damsel, j^o^^scssed of these beauties and charms, was 
accustonfCd to dress licrsclf in the warlike nf ^ 

man, and to combat with heroes. She was then only fifteen 
years of age, but so accomi>lishcd in valour, judgment, and 
discretion, that Mimichihi*, who had in tliat year commenced 
hostile operations against her fixthcr, was compelled to relin- 
quislf his pretensions, and submit to tlic gtdlaiitry which she 
displayed on that occasion. Her father’s realm wtis saved by 
her magnanimity. Many kings wei-c her suitors, but Gurciig 
would not give his consent to her marriage with any of them. 
He only ag%jd that she should many the sovereign whom she 
might spontaneously love. 

It must be love, and love alone,* 

That binds thee to another’s throne ; 

111 this my father has no voice, 

Thine the election, thine the choice. 


* Love at fu-st sight, and of the most enthusiastic kind, is the pnssion 
described in all Persian poems, as if a whole life of love were condensed into 
one moment. It is all wild and rapturous. It has nothing of a rational 
east. A casual glance an unknown bcanty often affords the subject of 
a poem. Tbo poets wh^ Dr. Johnson has denominated metaphyaical, such 
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The diiugliter of Giircng had a Kilbul woman for her nurse, 
who was deq)ly sl^illed in all sorts of magic and sorcery. 

The old enchanlress well could say, 

What would befall on distant day ; 

And by her art omnipotent, 

Could from the watery element 
Draw fire, and with her magic breathi 
Seal up a dragon's eyes in death. 

Could from the flint-stoae copiuie dew ; 

The moon and seven stars sne knew ; 

And of all things invisible 
To human sight, this crone coidd tell. 


as Donne, Jonson, and Cowley, bear a strong resemblance to the Persians on 
^lic subject of love. 

Now, hiive, witlijii tills twclveinontli i>ast, 

I’vo idvcil at least some twenty years or inoic ; 

Tir aiTouiit of lo\e luns iiiiieh nioie fast, 

Than that w ith w hit h our life docs scoie 
So, thorn'll mv life be ahort, yet I may piove, 

Tlie tiioat Mclhiusalcm of love ! ' I 

“ Los E AND Lipe." Cowley. 

9 

The odes of Hafiz also, with all their spirit and richness of expression, abonnd 
iu conceit and extravagant metaphor. There is, how'ever, something very 
beautiful iu the passage which may be paraphrased thus : 

Zephyr thro' tliy locks is stra>in^. 

Stealing fragrance, charms dnspla^ing ; 

Sliouhl it pass where Hatlz lies, 

Fiom his eonsfious dust would rise, 
riowrets of a thousand dyes ! 

Sir W. Jones, in quoting this distich, seems to have neglected the peculiar 
turn of the thought, and has translated the second line, a hundred thontand 
flowei'a will spring from the earth that uipes his corse / But the passage 
implies that even the ashes of the Poet will still retain enoq^ of aensibility 
to be affected by the presence, or by any token, of his beloved. Cowley htm 
a similar notion, hut he pursues and amplifies it till it becomes ridicu^ua, 

Tis well, 'tis well with tliem, say I, 

Whose dliort-lived passions w'lth tliem.«clvcs can die ; ^ 

Wliatever parts of me remain, 

Tliosti iiarts will still the love of thee retain ; 

My affection no Ihore perish can. 

Than the first matter that compounds a man I 
Hereafter, if one dust of me, 

Mix'd with another's substance be : 

Twill leaven that whole lump with love of thee f 
Let nature If she pleaseu disperse 
My atoms over all the universe ; 

At tlie last they easily shall 
Themselves know, and together call ; a 
For thy lore, like a mark, is stampt on all ! 


All-over rovE. 
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This Kdbul soi'teress had long before intimated to the 
damsel that, conformably with her destiny,^ which had been 
distinctly ascertained from the motions of the heavenly bodies, 
she woVld, after a certain time, be married to king Jemshid, 
and bear him a beautiful son. The damsel was overjoyed at 
these tidings, and her father received them with equal pleasure, 
refusin^in consfquence the solicitations of every other suitor. 
Now according to the prophecy, Jemshid arrived at the city of 
Zdbul * in the spring season, when the roses were in bloom ; 
and it so happened that the garden of king Giireng was in the 
way, and also that his daugliter was amusing hemelf at the 
time in the garden. Jemshid proceeded in that direction, but 
the keepers of the garden would not allow him to pass, and* 
therefeye, fatigued and dispirited, he sat down by the garden- 
door under the shade of a tree. Whilst he was sitting there 
a slave-girl chanced to come out of the gaiden, and, observing 
him, was^ surprised at his melancholy and forlorn condition. 
She said to him involuntarily : “ Who art thou ? ” and Jemshid 
raising up his eyes, replied : — “ I was once possessed of wealth 
and lived in great affluence, but I am now abandoned by 
fortune, and have come from a distant country. Wrtild to 
heaveji I could be blessed with a few cups of wine, my fatigue 
and affliction might then be relieved.” The girl smiled, and 
returned hastily to the princess, and told her that a young man, 
wearied with travelling, was sitting at the garden gate, whose 
countenance jvas more lovely even than that of her mistress, 
and who requested to have a few cups of wine. When the 
damsej heard such high praise of the stranger’s features she 


* Z&1)ul, or Z&bulist&n, the name of a province, bordering on Hindtiatan, 
vbich some place in the number of those now composing the country of Sind. 
It abounds in rivers, forests, lakes, and mountains. It was also billed 
Eastern dar. The ancient Persians considered Ziibuli8t6n and Sisl&n, or 
SegesUn, as one principality, where Rustem usually resided with his family, 
and which they held in from the Kings of Persu. Segestan is the 

Drangiana of the Greeks. It was formerly the residence of many Persian 
Kings. One of its cities, Ghizni. produced the celebrated Mahmdd, the 
patron of Firdausi. 
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was exceedingly pleased, and said : " He only for wine, 
but I will give him both wine and music, and a beautiful 
mistress beside.” 

This saying, she repaired towards the gate, 

In motion graceful as the waving cyin-cSs,, 

Attended by her yn.nd.mai d ; seeing him, r 
She thought he was a warrior of Irdii * 

With spreading shoulders, and his loins well bound. 

His visage pale as the pomegrAatc flower, 

He looked like light in darkness. Waini emotions 
Bose in her heart, and softly thus she spoke : 

“ Grief-broken stranger, rest thee underneath 
These shady bowers ; if wine can make thee glad. 

Enter this pleasant place, and drink thy flll." 


Whilst the damsel was still speaking and inviting Jemslild 
into the garden, he looked at her thoughtfully, and hesitaCed ; 
and she said to him ; “ Why do you hesitate ? I am permitted 
by my father to do what I please, and my heart is my own. 

“ stranger, my father is the monarch mild 
Of Zdbulistiln, and I his only child ; 

On me is all his fond affection shown ; 

My wish is his, on me he doats alone.” 


Jemshid had before heard of the character and renown of 
this extraordinaiy damsel, yet he was not disposed to comply 
with her entreaty ; but contemplating again her lovely face, his 
heart became enamoured, when she took him by the hand and 
led him along the beautiful walks. 

With dignity and elegance she passed — 

As moves the mountain partridge through the meads ; 

Her tresses richly falling to her feet, ' 

And filling with perfaQic the softened breeze. 


In their promenade they arrived at the basin of a fountain, 
near which they seated themsehm upon royal carpets, and the 
damsel having placed Jemshld in such a manner that they 
might face each other, she called for music<and wine. 
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But first thi rose-cheeked handmaids gathered roucd, 

And washed obsequiously the stranger’s feet ; 

Then on the margin of the silvery lake * 

« Attentive sate. 

The youth, after*thi8, readily took the wine and refreshmeu's 
which were ordered by the princess. 

Three cups he ^rank with eager zest,* 

Three cups of ruby wine ; 

Which banished sorrow from his breast, 

For memory left no sign 
Of past affliction ; not a trace 
Remained upon his heart, or smiling face. 

Whilst he was drinking the princess observed his peculiar* * 
action .and elegance of manner, and instantly said in her 
heart : “ This must be a king ! ” She then offered him some 
more food, as he had come a long journey, and from a distant 
land, but^he onlv asked for more wine. “ Is your fondness for 
wine so great said she. And he replied ; “ With wine I 
have no enemy ; yet, without it I can be resigned and con- 
tented. 


• Itiis not unusual for Firdausi to say “they were all intoxicated!" 
Homer’s heroes are more celebrated for eating than drinking, and the bravest 
always had the largest share ! The ancient as well as the modem Persians, 
it appears, were passionately devoted to wine. Some lines which I liave 
paraphras^ from the Saki-nameh of Hafiz, will show their adoration of it, 
defended by their notions of the uncertainty of life : 

Saki ! ere our life decline, 

Dnng the ruby-tinted wine ; 

Sorrow on my bosom preys, 

Wine alone delights my days ! 

Bring it, let its sweets impart 
Bapture to my fainting heart ; 
fialcil Qll the Damper high— 

Why should man unhappy sigli ? 

Hark the glittering bubbles swim, 

Bound the goblet’s smiling brim ; 

Now they burst, the charm is gone I 
Fretful life will soon be done ; 

Jemshid's regal sway is o’er, 

Kal-kobid Is now no more. 

FiU the goblet, all must sever, 

Prink the liquid gem for ever ! 

Thou shalt still, in bowers divine, 

Quail the soul-expanding wine I 
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Whilst drinking wine I nerer s^ 

The frowning face of my enemy ; 

Bfink freely of the grape, and nought 
Can give the soul one mournful thought ; 

Wine is a bride of witching power, 

And wisdom is her marriage dower ; 

Wine can the purest joy impart, * 

Wine inspires the saddest heart ; 

Wine gives cowards valour’s rage. 

Wine g^ves youth to tottering age ; 

Wine gives vigour to thff weak, 

And crimson to the pallid check ; 

And dries up sorrow, as the sun 
Absorbs the dew it shines upon.” 

From the voice and eloquence of the speaker she now con- 
•jectured that this certainly must be king Jemshid, and she felt 
satisfied that her notions would soon be realized. At jthia 
moment she recollected that there was a picture of Jemshid 
yi her father’s gallery, and thought of sending for it to com- 
pare the features ; but again she considered ^hat th® person 
before her was certainly and truly Jemshid, and that the picture 
would be unnecessary on the occasion. 

It is said that two ring-doves, a male and female, happened 
to alig^it on the garden wall near the fountain where they were 
sitting, and began billing and cooing in amorous play, so* that 
seeing them together in such soft intercourse, blushes over- 
spread the cheeks of the princess, who immediately called for 
her bow and arrows. When they were brought she said to 
Jemshid, “Point out which of them I shall hit^and I will 
bring it to tlie ground. Jemshid replied : “Where a man is, a 
woman’s aid is not required — give me the how, and mark my 
skill; 

However brave a woman may appear. 

Whatever strength of arm she may ik)sscs9, 

She is but half a maa I ” 

Upon this observation being made, the damsel turned her 
head aside ashamed, and gave him the bow. Her heart was 
full of love. Jemshid took the bow, and (fleeting a feathered 
)w her hand, said ; — “ Nor for a wager. If I hit 
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the female, shall thi lady whom I most admire in this company 
be mine?*’ The damsel assented. Jemshld^drew the string, 
and the arrow struck the female dove so skilfully as to transfix 
both tiie wings, and pin them together. The male ring-dove 
flew away, but mof ed by natural affection it soon returned, and 
settled on the s^c spot as before. The bow was said to be so 
strong that there was not a warrior in the whole kingdom who 
could even draw the strinf ; and when the damsel witnessed 
the dexterity of the stranger, and the case with which he used 
the weapon, she thought Anthin her heart, “ There can be no ‘ 
necessity for the picture ; I am certain that this can be no 
other than the king Jemshid, the son of Tahiimers, called the 
Binder of Demons.” Then she took the bow from the liand of* 
Jemshid, and observed ; “The mule bird has returned to its 
fonner place, if my aim be successful shall the man whom I 
choose in this company be my husband ? ” Jemshid instantly 
understottd her jjieaning. At that moment the Kdbiil nurse 
appeared, and the young princess communicated to her all that 
had occurred. The nurse leisurely examined Jemshid from 
licad to foot with a slave-purchaser’s e^ c, and knew him, and 
said to her mistress, — “ All that I saw in thy horoscojJb and 
foret«3d, is now in the course of fulfilment, God has brought 
Jemshid hither to be thy spouse. Be not regardless of thy 
good fortune, and the Almighty will bless thee with a son, who 
will be the conqueror of the world. The signs autT^tokens of 
thy destiny A have already explained.’ The damsel had be- 
come greatly enamoured of the person of the stranger before 
she; knew who he was, and now being told by her nurse that 
he was Jemshid himself, her affection was augmented two- 
fold. 

The happy tidings, blissful to her heart, 

Increased the aixiour of her love for him. 

And now the picture was brought to the princess, who, 
finding the roscmbhince exact, put it into Jefnshld’s hand. 
Jemshid, in secrctly^rccognising his own likeness, was forcibly 
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reminded of liis past glory and happinesl^ and lie burst into 

tears. • 

The memory of the diadem and throne 
No longer his, came o'er him, and his soul * 

Was rent with anguish. 

• 

Tlie princess said to him : “ Why at the commencement^of 
our friendship dost thou weep ? Art thou dfcoontenled— dis- 
satisfied, unhappy ? and am 1 the oause ? Jemshid replied : 
** No, it is simply this ; those who have feeling, and pity the 
sufferings of othcra, weep involuntarily. I pity the misfortunes 
of Jemshid, driven as he is by adversity from the splendour of 
a throne, and reduced to a state of destitution and ruin. Bht 
Jie must now be dead ; devoured, perhaps, by the wolves and 
lions of the forest.” The nurse and princess, however, were 
convinced, from the sweetness of his voice and discourse, ‘that 
he could be no other than Jemshid himself, and taking him 
aside, they said : “ Speak truly, art thou not Jemshid ? ” But 
he denied himself. Again, they observed: •What^says this 
picture ? ” To this he replied ; “ It is not impossible that I 
may be like Jemshid in feature ; for surely there may be in the 
world, two men like each other ? ” And notwithstanding all 
the efforts made by the damsel and her nurse to induce Jejjpshid 
to confess, he still resolutely denied himself. Several times she 
assured him she would keep his seci-et, if he had one, but that 
she was certain of his being Jemshid. Still he denied himself. 
“ This nume of Inine, M hom thou seest,” said sh^ “ has often 
repeated to me the good tidings that 1 should €e united to 
Jemshid, and bear him a son. My heart instinctively acknow- 
ledged thee at first sight : then wherefore this denial of Ihe 
truth ? Many kings have solicited my hand in malhiage, bat 
all have been rejected, as I am destined to be thine, and united 
to no other.” Dismissing now all her attendants, she remained 
with the nurse and Jemshid, and then resumed : — 

** How long hath sleep forsaken me ? how long 
Hath my fond heart been kept awake by love I 
Hope still upheld me — giro mo one kii|d look, 

And I will sacridec my life for thee ; 

Come, take my life, for it is thine for ctot.” 
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Saying this, the 4amsel began to weep, and shedding a flood 
of tears, tenderly reproached him for not aqjmowledging the 
truth. Jemshid was at length moved by her affection and 
sorrow* and thus addressed her : — There are two considera- 
tions which at present prevent the truth being told. One of 
them is my having a powerful enemy, and Heaven forbid that 
he should obtain information of my place of refuge. The 
other is, I never intrust mj secrets to a woman I 

Fortune I di'cad, since fortune is my foe, 

And womankind are seldom known to keep 
Another’s secret. To be poor and safe, 

Is better far than wealth exposed to pciiL” 

To this the princess : “ Is it so decreed, 

That every woman has two tongues, tu o hearts ? 

All false alike, their tempers all the same ? 

No, no I could I tlibloyjilly beti-ay thee ? 

I who still love thee better than my life ? ” 

Jemslud fomi^ it impossible to resist the damsel’s incessant 
entreaties and persuasive tenderness, mingled as they were with 
tears of son’ow. Vanquished thus by the warmth of her affec- 
tions, he told her his name, and the history of his misfortunes. 
She then ardently seized his hand, overjoyed at the disolbsure, 
and taking him privately to her own chamber, they were 
married according to the customs of her country. 

Him to the secret bower with blusliing check 
Exultingly she led, and mutual bliss, 
fringing from mutual tenderness and love. 

Entranc^ their souls. 

iVlien Giireng the king found that liis daughter’s visits to 
him becaifle less frequent than usual, he set his spies to work, 
and was not long in ascertaining the cause of her continued 
absence. She had married without his permission, and he was 
in great wrath. It happened, too, at this time that the bride 
was pale and in delicate health. 

Tie mjjjiteiy soon was manifest, 

And thus the king his child addrest, 
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Whilst anger darkened o’er his biW : — 

What hast thou done, un^atef ul, now ? 

Wtfy hast thou flung, in evil day, 

Thy veil of modesty away ? 

That cheek the bloom of spring displayed, 

Now all is withered, all decayed 
But daughters, as the wise declare, 

Are ever false, if they be fair.” 

Incensed at words so sha^ and strong, 

The damsel thus repelled the wrong : — 

“ Me, father, ennst thou justly blame ? 

I never, never, brought thee shame ; 

With me can sin and crime accord, 

When Jemshld is my wedded lord ? ” 

After this pif^oipitate avowal , the KAbul nurse, of many 
spells, uistantly took up her defence, and informed the .king 
that the prophecy she had formerly communicated to him was 
on the point of fulfilment, and that the Almighty haying, in 
the course of destiny, brought Jemshld into ^is kingdom, the 
princess, according to the same planetary influence, would 
shortly become a mother. 

And now the damsel grovels on the ground 
Before king Gdrcng. “ Well thou know'’8t,” she cries, 

“ From me no evil comes. Whether in arms. 

Or at the banquet, honour guides me still : 

And well thou know’st tby royal will pronounced 
That I should be unfettered in my choice. 

And free to take the husband 1 preferred. 

This 1 have done ; and to the greatest king 
The world can boast, my fortunes are unite I, « 

To Jemshld, the most perfect of mankind.” 


With this explanation the king expressed abiyidant and 
unusual satisfaction. His satisfaction, however, did not arise 
from the circumstancei of the marriage, and the new connection 
it established, but from the opportunity it afforded him of 
betraying Jemshld, and treacherously sending him bound to 
Zoh^, which he intended to do, in the hopes of being mag- 
nificently rewarded. Exulting with this anticipation, he said 
to her smiling 
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OlaJ) tidings thou bast given to me, 

Mj glory owes its birth to thee ; 

I bless the day, and bless the hour,t 
Which placed this Jemshid in my power. 

Now to Zohik, a captive bound, 

I send the wanderer thou hast found ; 

For%e who charms the monarch’s eyes, 

With this long-sought, this noble prize, 

6n solemn word and oath, obtains 
A wealthy kingdom for his pains.” 

On hearing these cruel words the damsel groaned, and wept 
exceedingly before her father, and said to him : 0, be not 

accessory to the murder of such a king ! Wealth and kingdoms 
pass away, but a bad name remams till the day of doom. 

, Turn thee, my father, from this dreadful thought, 

* And save his sacred blood ; let not thy name 
Be syllabled with horrol through the world, 

For such an act as this. When foes are slain. 

It is enough, but keep the sword away 
• From fflends and kindred ; shun domestic crime. 

Fear him who giveth life, and strength, and power, ^ 

For goodness is most blessed. On the day * 

Of judgment thou wilt then be iJ^npa llcd. 

But if determined to divide us, ffrsF 
Smite olf this head, and let thy daughter die.” 

So*deep and violent was the grief of the princess, and her 
lamentations so unceasiug, that the father became softened 
into compassion, and, on her account, departed from the resolu- 
tion he had made. He even promised to furnish Jemshid with 
possessions, with treasure, and an aiiny, and requested her to 
give him the consolation he required, adding that he would see 
him in the morning in his garden. 

The hcart-alluring damsel instant flew 
To tell the welcome tidings to her lord. 

X|ext day king Giireng proceeded to the garden, and had 
an interview with Jemshid, to whom he expressed the wannest 
favour and affection ; but notwithstanding all he said, Jemshid 
could place no coiffidence in his professions, and was anxious 
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fco effect his escape. He was, indeed, soon convinced of his 
danger, for he h^ a private intimation that the king’s vizira 
were consulting together on the expedience of seeing his 
person, under the a pprehension that Zohtik would be invading K 
the country, and consigning it to devastation and ruin, if his 
retreat was discovered. He therefore took to flight. 

Jemshid first turned his steps towards Chiu* and afterwards ' 
into Ind, He had travelled a great distance in that beautiful 
country, and one day came to a tower, under whose shadow he 
sought a little repose, for the thoughts of his melancholy and 
disastrous condition kept liim almost constantly awake. 

And am I thus to perish ? Thus forlorn, 

To mingle with the dust? Almighty God 1 
Was ever mortal born to such a fate, 

A fate so sad as mine 1 0 that I never * • 

Had drawn the breath of life, to perish thus 1 

Exhausted by the keenness of his affliction Jemshid at length 
fell asleep. Zolui’r. in the meanwhile, had despatched anjejavoy, 
with an escort of troops, to the Khakaii of Ohln, and at that 
moment the happened to be passing by the tower 

where^Jcmshld was reposing. The envoy, attracted to the 
spot, immediately recognized him, and awakening him to a^ense 
of this new misfortune, secured the despairing and agonized 
wanderer, and sent him to Zohiik. 

He snw a person sleeping on the ground, 

And knew that it was Jemshid. Overjoyed, • 

He bound his feet with chains, and mounted him 
Upon a horse, a prisoner. 

What a world 1 

No place of rest for man I Fix pot thy heart, 

Vain mortal 1 on this tenemaut of life, * 

On earthly pleasui'es think of Jemshld’s fate ; 

His glory reached the Heavens, and now this world 
Has bound the valiant monarch’s limbs in fetters, 

And placed its justice in the hands of slaves. 

When Zohilk received intelligence of the apprehension of his 
enemy, he ordered him to be brought before the throne that he 
migl)t enjoy the triumph. * 
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All fized^heir upon the captive king, 

Loaded with chains ; his hands behind his back ; 

The ponderous fetters passing from his ^eck 
' Down to his feet ; oppressed with shame he stood, 

Like the pamissns bent with heavy dew. 

Zoh&k received him with a scornful smile, 

Saying, “ Where is thy diadem, thy throne, 

Where is thy kingdom, where thy sovereign rule ; 

Thy laws and royal ordinances— where, 

Whei% are they now ? What change is this that fate 
Has wrought upo^ thee ? ” Jemshld thus rejoined : 

“ Unjustly am 1 brought in chains before thee, 

Betiayed, insulted — thou the cause of all, 

And yet thou wouldst apjtear to feel my w i*ongs I ” 

Incensed at this dehance, mixed with scorn. 

Fiercely Zohdk replied, “ Then choose thy death ; 

Shall 1 behead thee, stab thee, or ijs^pale thee, 

Or with an arrow’s point transfix thy heart ! 

What is thy choice ? ” — 

“ Since I am in thy power, 

' * Do with me what thou wilt — why should 1 dread 
Thy utmost vengeance, why express a wish 
To save my body from a moment’s pain 1 ” 

As soon as •Zohiik heard these words he resolved ni)Oii a 
horrible deed of vcii^oance. He ordered two planks to he 
brought, and Jemshid being fastened down between them, bis 
body was divided the whole length with a saw, mtilgtig two 
figures of Jemshld out of one ! 

Why do mankind upon this fleeting world 
Place their affections, wickedness alone 
Is nourished into freshness ; sounds of death, too, 

Are ever on the gale to wear out life. 

Hy heart is satisflcd — O Heaven I no more, 

Free me at once from this continual sorrow. 


It was not long before tidings of the foul proceedings, which 
put an eiffi to the existence of the unfortunate Jemshld, reached 
Zibulistin. The princess, his wife, on hearing of his fate, 
wasted away with inconsolable grief, and at last took poison to 
unburthen herself of insupportable afiliction. 

It is related that Jemshid had two sisters, named Shahmsiz 
and Amawiiz. They had been both seized, and conveyed to 
Zoluik by his people and continued in confinement for some 
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time in the King’s harem, bat they were afterwards released by 
Feridiin. , 

The tyrant’s cruelty and oppression had become intolerable. 
He was constantly shading blood, and committing every species 
of crime. • 

The serpents still on human brains were fed, 

And every day two youthful victims bled* 

The sword, still ready — thirs^g still to strike, 

Warrior and slave were sacrinced alike. 

The career of ZohAk himself, however, was not unvisited by 
terrors. One night he dreamt that he was attacked by three 
warriors ; two of them of large stature, and one of them small. 
The youngest struck him a blow on the head with his mace, 
bound his hands, and casting a rope round his neck, dragge'd 
him along in the presence of crowds of people. Zohdk screamed, 
and sprung up from his sleep in the gi'eatest horror. The 
females of his harem were filled with amazergyent when they 
beheld the terrified countenance of the king, who, in reply to 
their inquiries, said, trembling : “This is a dream too dreadful 
to be concealed.” He afterwards called together the Miibids, or 
wise mfei of his court ; and having communicated to them the 
particulars of what had appeared to him in his sleep, com- 
manded them to give him a faithful interpretation of the 
dream. The Mubids foresaw in this vision the approaching 
declension of his power and dominion, but w^ere afraid to 
explain their opinions, because they were sure tha| their lives 
would be sacrificed if the true interpretation was given to him. 
Three days were consumed under the pretence of studying more 
scrupulously all the signs and appearances, and still i^t one of 
them had courage to speak out. On the fourth day the king 
grew angry, and insisted upon the dream being intcipretcd. In 
this dilemma, the Mubids said, “ Then, if the truth must be 
told, without evasion, thy life approaches to an end, and Feri- 
diin, though yet unborn, will be thy successor.” — “ But who 
was it,” enquired Zohik impatiently, “ that |truck the blow on 
my head ? ” The Miibids declared, with fear and trembling, 
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“ it was the appA’ition of Feridiin himself, who is destined to 
smite thee on the head.” — “But why,” rejoined Zohri-k, “does 
he wish to injure — “Because, his fether’s blood being 

spilf by thee, vengeanoe falls into his hands.” Hearing this 
interpretation of his dream, the king sunk senseless on the 
ground ; and when he recovered, he could neither sleep nor take 
food, but conRnued overwhelmed with soitow and misery. The 
light of his day waafor bver darkened. 

Abtrn ^vas the name of Feridiin’s father, and that of hia 
mother Famnuk, of the mce of Tahumers. Zohitk, therefore, 
stimulated to further cruelty by the prophecy, issued an oyder 
that eveiy person belonging to the family of the Kais, whca*ci\'cr 
found, should be seized and fettered, and brought to him. AbWii 
hade long avoided discovery, continuiug to reside in the most 
retired and solitary places ; but one day his usual circumspec- 
tion forsook him, and he ventured beyond his limits. This 
imprudent steg was dreadfully punished, for tlie spies of Zohilk 
fell in with him, recognized him, and carrying him to the king, 
he was immediately put to death. When the mother of 
Feridiin heard of this sangui muiy catastrophe, she took up her 
infant and fled. It is said that Feridiin was nt that 4fme only 
twQ months old. In her flight, the mother happened to anive at 
some pasturage ground. The keeper of the pasture had a cow 
named Pur'maicb, which yielded abundance of milk, and he 
gave it away in charity. In consequence of the gi'ief and 
distress of,mind occasioned by the murder of her husband, 
Fanlnuk’s fcilk dried up in her breasts, and she was therefoi-e 
lyider the necessity of feeding the child with the milk from the 
cow. She remained there one night, and would have departed 
in, the morning ; but considering the deficiency of milk, and 
the misery in w^hich she was involved, continually afraid of 
being discovered and known, she did not know what to do. At 
length she thought it best to leave Feridiin with the keeper of 
the pasture, and resigning him to the protection of God, went 
herself to the mountain Alberz.* The keeper readily complicfl 

* Alberz i» Ibe chain of mountains which divide Gbil&n and Mozindeiin 
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with the tenderest wishes of the mother, aSid nourished the 
child with the fondness and affection of a parent during the 
space of three years. After that period had elapsed, ^deep 
sorrow continuing to afflict the mind of Fanlnuk, she returned 
secretly to the old man of the pasture, for Mie purpose of re- 
claiming and conveying Feridun to a safer place ^f refuge upon 
the mountain Alberz. The keeper said to her : “ WBy dost 
thou take the child to the mountaiif ? he will perish there ; ” 
but she replied that God Almighty had inspired a feeling in her 
heart that it was necessary to remove him. It was a divine 
inspiration, and verified by the event. 

Intelligence having at length reached ZolUk that the son of 
j¥btin was nourished and protected by the keeper of the pasture, 
he himself proceeded with a large force to the spot, whene Jie 
put to death the keeper and all his tribe, and also the cow 
which had supplied milk to Feridun, whom he sought for iii 
vain. 

He found the dwelling of his in£ant*foc. 

And laid it in the dust ; the very ground 

Was punished for the sustenance it gave him. 


The ancient records relate that a dirvesh happened to have 
taken np his abode iu the mountain Alberz, and that Far^nuk 
committed her infant to his fostering care. The dirvesh gene- 
rously divided with the mother and son all the food and 
comfoitB which God gave him, and at the same time he took 
great pains in storing the mind of Feridun with various kinds 
of knowledge. One day he said to the mother ; “ The person 
foretold by wise men and astrologers as the destroyer of Zohjit 
and his tyi*anny, is thy son ! 

This child to whom thou gavest birth, 

Will he the monarch of the earth; ” 


from lr4k. Kai>kol)ad was the first king of the dynasty called Kaianhiess 
and of the race of FeritUin. Alborz is also famous forjk number of temple, 
of the Magi. ^ 
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and the mother, from several concurring indications and signs, 
held a similar conviction. • 

When Peridiin had attained his sixteenth year, he descended 
from the mountain, and remained for a time on the plain 
beneath. He inquired of his mother why Zohilk had put his 
father to death, and Fardnuk then told him the melancholy 
story 5 upon hearing which, he resolved to be revenged on the 
tyrant. His mother endeavoured to divert him from his deter- 
mination, observing that he was young, friendless, and al^ne/ 
whilst his enemy was the master of the world, and surrounded 
by armies. ‘‘Be not therefore precipitate,” said she. “If it 
is thy destiny to become a king, wait till the Almighty shall 
bless thee with means sufficient for the purpose.” 


Displeased, the youth his mother’s caution heanl, 
And meditating vengeance on the head 
Of him who robbed him of a fatlier, thus 
Impatiently replied “ 'I s Heaven inspires me ; 
L^t on by Heaven, this arm will quickly bring 
The tyrant from his palace, to the dust." 

Imprudent boy 1 ’’ the anxious mother said ; 

‘‘ Canst thou contend against impeiial power/ 
Must I behold thy ruin ? Pause awhile, 

And perish not in this wild euterpriz.e.'’ 


It is recorded that Zohdk’s dread of Feridiin was so great, 
that day by day he became more irritable, wasting away in 
bitterness of spirit, for people of all ranks kept continually 
talking of the young invader, and were daily expecting his 
approach. At last he came, and Zohiik was subdued, and his 
power extinguislied. 
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KAVAH, THE BLACKSMITH. 

Zohiik having one day summoned together £(11 the nobles and 
philosophers of the kingdom, he said to them : find that a 

young enemy has risen up against me ; but notwithstAiding 
his tender years, there is no safety even with an apparently 
insignificant foe. I hear, too, that though young, he is distin- 
guished for his prowess and wisdom ; yet I fear not hi^, but 
the change of fortune. I wish therefore to assemble large 
army, consisting of Men, Demons, and Peris, that this enemy 
niay be surrounded, and conquered. And, further, since a great 
enterprize is on the eve of being undertaken, it will be proper 
in future to keep a register or miistc^r-roll of all the people of 
every age in my dominions, and have it revised annually.” 
The register, including both old and young, vgsts acco»dingly 
prepared. 

At that period there lived a man named Kavah, a black- 
smith, remarkably strong and brave, and who had a large 
family. **Upon the day on which it fell to the lot of two of his 
children to be killed to feed the serpents, he rose up with 
indignation in presence of the king, and said : 


“Thou art the king, but wherefore on my head 
Cast fire and ashes 7 If thou hast the form 
Of hissing dragon, why to me be cruel / 

Why give the brains of my beloved children 
As serpent-food, and talk of doing justice ? “ 

At this bold speech the monarch was dismaj ed. 
And scarcely knowing what he did, released 
The blacksmith's sons. How leapt the father's he 
How warmly lie embraced his darling boys I 
But now Zuhilk directs that Eavoh’s name 
Shall be inscribed upon the register. 

Soon os the blacksmith sees it written there, 
Wrathful he turns towards the chiefs asscmblctl, 
Exclaiming loud : “ Are ye then men, or what, 
Leagued with a Demon I ” All astonished heard, 
And saw him tear the hated register, • 

And cost it under foot with rage and soom 
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Kavah having \hus reviled the king bitterly, and destroyed 
the register of blood, departed from the oourt, and took his 
chil(Jren along with him. After he had gone away, the nobles 

said to the king : 

• 

“ Wliy should reproaches, sovereign of tbo world, 

Be tBus permitted ? Why the royal scroll 
Tom in thy presence, with a look and voice 
Of proud denanc^, by the rebel blacksmith ? 

So fierce his bearing, that he seems to be 
A* bold confedemte of this Fcridiin.” 

Zohdk replied : “ I know not what overcame me, 

But when I saw him with such vehemence 
Of grief ami wild distraction, strike his forehead, 

Lamenting o’er his children, doomed to death, 

Amazement seized my heart, and chained my will. 

What may become of this. Heaven only knows, 

For none can pierce the veil of destiny.” 

Kavah, meanwhile, with warning voice set forth 
What wrongs the nation suffered, and there came 
Multitudes round him, who called out aloud 
For justice ! justice 1 On his javelin s point 
He fixed his leathern a,prQn for a banner. 

And lifting it on high,~he went abroad 
To call the people to a task of vengeance. 

Wherever it was seen crowds followed fast. 

Tired of the cruel tjTanny they suffered. 

“ Let us unite with Feridiin,” he cried, *’* 

‘* And from ZohAk’s oppression we aie free 1 ” 

And still he called aloud, and all obc^'cd 

Who heard him, high and low. Anxious he sought 

For Feriduii, not knowing his retreat ; 

But still he hoped success would crown his scareli. 

The hour arrived, and wlien he saw the youili, 
lastinctively he knew him, and thanked Heaven 
that good fortune. Then the leathern banjier 
Was splendidly adorned with gold and jewels, 

And called the fiag of Kavah. From that lime 
It was a sacred symbol ; every king 
t In future, on succeeding to the throne, 

Did honour to that banner, the true sign 
Of royalty, in veneration held. 

Feriddo, aided by the directions and ad^*ice of the black- 
smith, now proceed^ i^ainst Zohalc. His mother wept to see 
him depart, and continually implored the blessing of God ujx)!! 
him. He had two elder brothers, whom he took along Avith 
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him. Desirous of having a mace, formed liEe the head of a 
cow, he requested , Kavah to make one of iron, and it was 
accordingly made in the shape he described. In his progress, 
he visited a shrine or place of pilgrimage frequented hf the 
woi*shippers of God, where he besought inspiration and aid, 
and where he was taught by a radiant personage the mysteries 
of the magic art, recei^’ing from him a key to evfty secret. 

• 

Briglit beamed liis eye, with firmer step he strode, ' 

His smiling check with warmer crimson glowed. - 

When his two brothers saw’ his altered mien, the pomp and 
splendour of his appearance, they grew envious of his good 
fortune, and privately meditated his fall. One day they found 
him asleep at the foot (tf a mountain, and they immedi»tijy 
went to the top and rolled down a heavy fi-agment of rock 
upon him with the intention of crushing him to death ; but 
the clattering noise of the stone awoke him, ^jnd, instantly 
employing the knowledge of sorcery which had Ijeen commu- 
nicated to him, the stone was suddenly arrested by him in 
its course. The brothers beheld this W’ith astonishment, and 
hastening down the mountain, cried aloud : “ We know not 
how’ the stone was loosened from its place : God forbid that 
it should have done any injury to Feriduii.” Feridiin, how- 
ever, was w'ell aware of this being the evil work of his 
brothers, but he took no notice of the conspiracy, and 
instead of punishing them, raised them to higher (^gnity and 
consequence. 

They say that Kavah directed the route of Feridun over 
the mountainous tracts and plains w’hicli lie contigjious to 
the banks of the Dijleh, or Tigris, close to the city of Bagdad. 
Upon reaching that river, they called for boats, but got no 
answ’cr from the fenyman at which Feridun w’lis enraged, and 
immediately plunged, on horseback, into the foaming stream. 
All his army follovred without delay, and with the blessing of 
God arrived on the other side in safety. He then turned 
towards the Bait-el-Mukaddus, built by ZohalJi In the Pahlavi 
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language it was '^called Kunuk-duz-mokt. The tower of this 
edifice was so lofty that it might be seen at the distance of 
many leagues, and within that tower Zohiik had formed a talis- 
of miraculous virtues. Feridiin soon overthrew this 
talisman, and destroyed or vanquished successively with his 
m^ all the enchanted monsters and hideous shapes which 
appeared befdi*e him. He captured the whole of the building, 
and released all the black-eyed damsels who were secluded 
there, and among them Shahrndz and Arnawtlz, the two sisters 
of Jemshld before alluded to. He then ascended the empty 
throne of Zolnik, which had been guarded by the talisman, and 
the Demons under his command ; and w'hcn he heard that the 
tyrant had gone with an immense army towards Ind, in qufst 
of his new enemy, and had left his treasury with only a small 
force at the seat of his government, he rejoiced, and appro- 
priated the throne and the treasure to himself. 

^ Froifi their dark solitudes the Youth brought forth 
The black-haired damsels, lovely as the sun, 

And Jemshld’s sisters, long imprisoned there ; 

And gladly did the inmates of that harem 

Pout out their gratitude on being freed 

From that terrific monster ; thanks to Heaven •• 

^ Devoutly they expressed, and ardent joy. 

Feridiin inquired of Amawtiz why Zohilk had chosen the 
route towards Ind ; and she replied, “ For two reasons ; the 
f rst is, he expects to encounter thee in that quarter ; and if he 
fails, he whl subdue the whole country, which is the scat of 
sorcciy, and thus obtain possession of a renowned magician 

who can charm thee into his power. 

w 

He wishes to secure within his grasp 
That region of enchantment, Hindustan, 

And then obtain relief from what he feels ; 

For night and day the terror of thy name 
Oppresses him, his heart is all on fire, 

And life is torture to him.” 
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. FERIDtN. 

Eandrii, the keeper of the talisman, having effected his 
escape, fled to Zoh^k, to whom he gave iatelligence of the 
release of his women, the destruction of the ta^sman, and the 
conquest of his empire. 

" The sign of has appeared, /- 

For sorrow is the fruit of cTil deeds.” 

Thus Kandrd spoke : “ Three warriors have advanced 
Upon thy kingdom from a distant land, 

One of them young, and from his air and mien 
He seems to me of the Eaianian race. 

He came, and boldly seized the splendid throne, 

And all thy spells, and sorceries, and magic. 

Were instantly dissolved by higW power, 

And all who dwelt within thy palace walls, 

Demon or man, all utterly destroyed. 

Their severed heads cast weltering on the ground.” 

Then was Zohdk confounded, and he shrunk 
Within himself with terror, thinking now • 

His doom was sealed ; but anxious to appear 
In presence of his army, gay and cheerful, 

Lest they too should despair, he dressed himself 
In rich attire, and with a pleasant look, 

>• Said carelessly : ” Perhaps some frnm^mn guest 
Hath in his sport committed this strange act.*’ 

“A guest, indeed 1 ” Kandnl replied, “a guest, 

In playful mood to batter down thy palace 1 
If he had been thy guest, why with his mace, 

Cow-headed, has he done such violence 7 
Why did he penetrate thy secret chambem. 

And bring to light the beautiful Shahrndz, 

And red-lipped Amawdz ? ” At this, Zohdk 
Trembled with wrath— the words were death to him *, 

And sternly thus he spoke : “ What bast thou fled 
Through fear, betraying thy important trust 7 
Ho longer shalt thou share my confidence, 

No longer share my bounty and regard.” 

To this the keeper tauntingly ropUed : 

“ Thy kingdom is overthrown, and nothing now 
Bemains fbr thee to give me ; thou art lost.” 

The tyrant immediately turned towards his army, with the 
intention of making a strong effort to regain his throne, but he 
found that as soon as the soldiers and the people were made 
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acquainted with\lie pi'oceedings and success of Feridiiii, i‘e* 
bellion arose among them, and shuddering with horror at the 
cruelty exercised by him in providing food for the accursed 
serpents, they preferred embracing the cause of the new king. 
Zohik, seeing that he hod lost the affections of the anny, and 
that universal revolt was the consequence, adopted another 
course^ and endeavoured alone to be revenged upon his enemy. 
He proceeded on his jdumey, and arriving by night at the 
camp of Feridun, hoped to find him off his guard and put l^im 
to death. He ascended a high place, himself uno^i^erved, from 
which he saw Feridun sitting engaged in soft jialliance with the 
lovely Shahruitz. The fire of jealousy and revenge now consumed 
him more fiercely, and he was attempting to effect his purpose, 
when Feridun was roused by the noise, and starting up struck 
a furious blow with his cow-headed mace upon the temples of 
Zoh^ik, which crushed the bone, and he was on the point of 
givingkhim aqpther ; but a supernatural voice whispered in his 
ear, 

“ Slay him not now, — ^his time is not yet come, 

TIis punishment must be prolonged awhile ; 

And as he cannot now survive the wound, 

Bind him with heavy chains— convey him straight.* 

Upon the mountain, there within a cave, 

D^p, dark, and horrible — with none to soothe 
His sufferings, let the murderer lingering die." 

The work of heaven performing, Fcridiln 
First purified the, world from sin and crime. 

Yet Feridiin was not an angel, nor 
Composed of musk or y nbergri s. By justice 
Jni genci*0Bity he gained hisfamc. 

Ik) tliou but exercise these princely virtues. 

And thou wilt be renowned as Feridiin. 
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FERIDtm AND HIS THREE SONS. 

• 

Feridiin had three sons. One of them was named SlUm, the 
other Tiir, and the third Irij. When theyliad grown np, he 
called before him a learned person named Channel, and said to 
him : “ Oo thou in quest of three daughters, born of tlie same 
father and mother, and adorned with every grace and accomplish- 
ment, that I may have my three sons married into one family. 
Ohundel departed accordingly, and travelled through many 
countries in fruitless search, till he came to the King of Yemen, 
whose name was Sard, and found that he had three daughters 
of the character and qualifications required. He therefore 
delivered Feridiin’s proposition to him, to which the Kihg •of 
Yemen agreed. Then Feridun sent his three sons to Yemen, 
and they married the three daughters of the king, who 
gave them splendid dowries in treasure and« jewels.* It is 
related that Feridun afterwards divided his empire among his 
sona To Silim he gave Riim and Khdwer ; to Tiir, Turjin ; * 
and to Irij, Iriln or Persia. The sons then repaired to their 
respectife kingdoms. Persia was a beautiful country, and the 
garden of spring, full of freshness and perfume ; Tiiran, on the 
contrary, was less cultivated, and the scene of perpetual broils 
and insurrections. The elder brother, Silim, was therefore 
discontented with the unfair partition of the empire, and dis- 
pleased with his father. He sent to Tur, saying ; ‘V)ur &ther 

* Ancient Sc]rthia embraced the whole of TfiiAn and the northern x>&rt c£ 
Persia. The Tfir&nians are the Scythians of the Qrcck Historians, who are 
said, about the year b.o. 639, to have iaraded the kingdom of the IRedes. 

Thrdn, which is the ancient name of the country of TaTkist4n, appears 
from Dcs Guignes, to be the source and fountain of all the celebrated 
Scythian nations, which, under the name of Goths and Vandals, subsi^uently 
oremm the Roman empire. Ir&n and Thran, according to the Oriental 
historians, comprehend^ all that is comprised in upper Asia, with the 
exception of India and China. Every country beyond the pale of the 
Persian empire was considered barbarous. Tho great river called by the 
Arabs and Persians, Jihhn or Amh, and by the Greeks and Romans^ Oxns, 
divided these two great countries from each other. * 

D 3 
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has given to Irij the most delightful and productive kingdom, 
and to us, two wild uiioultivated regions. I am the eldest son, 
and'^I am not satisfied with this distribution, — ^what sajcst 
thbu ? When this message was communicated to Tiir, ho 
fully concun'cd in the sentiments expressed by his brother, and 
detcrniiued tr unite with him in any undertoking that might 
promise the accomplishment of their purpose, which was to 
deprive Irij of his dominions. But he thought it would be 
most expedient, in the first instance, to make their fatiier * 
acquainted with the dissatisfaction he had produced ; “ for,** 
he thought to himself, “in a new distribution, he may assign 
Persia to me.” Then he wrote to Silim, advising that a 
messenger should be sent at once to Feridiin to infoim him •of 
thefr dissatisfaction, and bring back a reply. The same mes- 
senger was dispatched by Silim accordingly on that mission, 

^ Chained with unfilial language. “ Give,” he said, 

ThK stripling Irii a more humble portion, 

Or we will, from the mountains of Tiiran, 

From Ram, and Chiu, bring overwhelming troops, 

Inured to war, and shower disgrace and ruin 
On him and Persia.” 

•When the messenger arrived at the court of Feridun, and had 
obtained permission to appear in the presence of the king, he 
kissed the ground respectfully, and by command related the 
purpose of his journey. ♦Feridun was surprised and displeased, 
and said, ^ reply : 

*• Have I done wrong, done evil 7 None, but good. 

J gave ye kingdoms, that was not a crime ; 

But if ye fear not me, at least fear God. 

My ebbing life approaches to an cud, 

And the possessions of this fleeting world 
Will soon pass from me. I am grown too old 
To have my passions roused by this rebellion ; 

AU 1 can do is, with paternal love, 

To oonnsel peace. Be with your lot contented ; 

Seek not unnatural strife, but cherish peace.” 

After the dej^rture of the messenger Feridiin called Irij 
before him, and said : “ Thy two brothers, who are older than 
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thou art, have confederated together, and threaten to bring a 
large army against thee for the purpose of seizing thy kingdom, 
and putting thee to death. I have received this information* 
from a messenger, who further says, that if I take thy part 
they will also wage war upon me.” And aftei*Irij had declared 
that in this extremity he was anxious to do whatever his fiither 
might advise, Feridiin continued : My son, thou art finable 
to resist the invasion of even one brother ; it will, therefore, 
be impossible for thee to oppose both. I am now aged and 
infirm, and my only wish is to pass the remainder of my days 
in retirement and repose. Better, then, will it be for thee to 
pursue the path of peace and friendship, and like me throw 
a#ay all desire for dominion. 

For if the sword of anger is unsheathed, 

And war comes on, thy head will soon be free 1 
From all the cares of government and life. 

There is no cause for thee to quit the world, 

The path of peace and amity is thine.*’ 


Irij agreed with his father, and declared that he would 
willingljjsacrifice his throne and diadem rather than go to war 
with his brothers. 

“Look at the Heavens, how they roll on ; 

And look at man, how soon he’s gone. 

A breath of wind, and thenjio more ; 

A world like this, should man deplore 7 ” 

With these sentiments Irij determined to repair immediately 
to his brothers, and place his kingdom at their disposal, hoping 
by this means to merit their favour and affection, and ^e said : 

“ I feel no resentment, I seek not for strife, 

T wish not for thrones and the glories of life ; 

What is glory to man? — an illusion, a cheat ; 

What did it for Jemshid, the world at his feet? 

When I go to my brothers their anger may cease, 

Though vengeance were fitter than offers of peace.** 

Feridiin observed to him : “ It is well that tfiy desire is for 
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reconciliation, as thy brothers are preparing for war.” He then 
wrote a letter to his sons, in which he said : “ Your yonngcr 
brother considers your friendship and esteem of more con- 
sequence to him than his crown and throne. He has banished 
from his heart every feeling of resentment against you ; do 
you, in the lif:e manner, cast away hostility from your hearts 
againsi him. Be kind to him, for it is incumbent upon the 
eldest bom to be indulgent and affectionate to their younger 
brothers. Although your consideration for my happiness has 
passed away, I still wish to please you.” As soon as the letter 
was finished, Irij mounted his horse, and set off on his journey, 
accompanied by several of his friends, but not in such a manner, 
and with such an equipment, as might betray his rank dr 
character. When he arrived with his attendants in Turkistiin, 
he found that the armies of his two brothers were ready to 
march against him. Silim and Tiir, being apprized of the 
approach of Ifij, went out of the city, according to ancient 
usage, to meet the deputation which was conveying to them 
their father’s letter. Irij was kindly received by them, and 
accommodated in the royal residence. 

It is said tliat Irij was in pereon extremely prepdSsessing, 
and that when the troops first beheld him, they exclaimed : 
“ He is indeed fit to Ijc a king ! ” In every place all eyes were 
fixed upon him, and wherever he moved he w’as followed and 
surrounded by the admiring army and crowds of people. 

In ncmerous groups the soldiers met, and blessed 
The name of Irij, sajing in their hearts, 

Tliis 18 the man to lead an armed host, 

And ortliy of the diadem and throne. 


The courtiers of the tw’O brothers, alarmed by these demon- 
strations of attachment to Irij continually before their eyes, 
represented to Sflim and Tiir that the army was disaffected 
towards them, and that Irij alone was considered deserving of 
the supreme authority. Tin's intimation exasperated the 
malignant spirit V the two brothers : for although at first 
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determined to put Irij to death, his youth and prepossessing 
appearance had in some degree subdued their animosity. 
They were therefore pleased with the intelligence, because it 
afforded a new and powerful reason for getting rid of him. 
“ Look at our troops,” said Silim to Tiir, “ Bow they assemble 
in circles together, and betray their admiration (d him. I fear 
they will never march against Persia. Indeed it is not im- 
probable that even the kingdom of Tiiran may fall into his 
hands, since the hearts of our soldiers have become so attached 
to him. 

No time 18 this to cleviat3 from our course. 

Wo mnsl rush on ; our armies plainly show 
Their love for Irij, and if we should fail 
To root up from its place this flourishing tree, 

Our cauae is lost for ever.” 

Again, Silim said to Tiir : “ Thou must put Irij to death, 
and then his kingdom will be thine.” Tiir re^ily undertook 
to commit that crime, and, on the following day, at an inter- 
view with Irij, he said to him : Why didst thou consent to be 
the ruler of Persia, and fail in showing a proper regard for the 
interestskjpf thy elder brothers ? Whilst our barren kingdoms 
are constantly in a state of warfare with the Turks, thou urt 
enjoying peace and tranquillity upon the throne of a fruitful 
country ? Must we, thy cider brothers, remain thus under thy 
commands, and in subordinate stations ? 

Must thou have gold and treasure, 

And thy heart be wrapt in pleasure, 

Whilst we, thy elder bom, 

Of our heritage arc shorn ? 

Must the youngest still be nursed. 

And the elder branches cursed 7 
And condemned, by stem command, 

To a wild and sterile land 7 ” 

When Irij heard these words from Tiir, he immediately 
replied, saying : 


“ I only seek tranquillity and peace ; 

1 look not on the crown of sovereignty. 
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Nor seek a name among the Persian host ; 

And though the throne and diadem are mine, 

I here renounce them, satisfied to lead 
, A private life. For what hath ever been 

The end of earthly power and pomp, but darknc!>R 7 
I seek ncjjt to contend against my brothers ; 

Why should I grieve their hearts, or give distress 
To a^ human being ? I am young, 

, And Heaven forbid that I should prove unkind I ” 

Notwithstanding, however, these declarations of submission, 
and repeated assurances of his resolution to resign the monarchy 
of Persia, Tur would not believe one woxd. In a moment ho 
sprung up, and furiously seizing the golden chair from which 
he had just risen, struck a violent blow with it on the head of 
Ivij, calling aloud, “Bind him, bind him!” The youtlf’, 
struggling on the ground, exclaimed : “ 0, think of thy father, 
and pity me ! Have compassion on thy own soul ! I came for 
thy protection, thcr(‘forc do not take my life : if thou dost, my 
blood n»ill call ant for veugc«ancc to the Almighty. I ask only 
for j)eace and i*ctircment. Think of my father, and pity me I 

WoulJst thou, witli hf<? endowed, take life away ! 

Torture not the poor ant, which drags the grain - 

Along tlie dust ; it ha^ a life, and life 

Is sweet and precious. Did the innocent ant 

Offend thee ever 7 Cruel must he be 

Who would destroy a living thing so harmless ! 

And ■\>ilt thou, reckless, shed thy brother's blood, 

And agonize the feelings of a father 7 

Pause, and avoid tlic \n'ath of righteous Heaven ! " 

But Tur was not to be softened by the supplications of his 
brpther. Without giving any reply, he drew his dagger, and 
instantly ^dissevered the head of the youth from his l)ody. 

Witli musk and ambergris he fii-st embalmed 
The head of Irij, then to his old father 
J ‘ispatched the present with these cruel words : — 

“ Here is the head of thy beloved son. 

Thy darling favourite, dress it with a crown 
As thou wert wont ; and mark the goodly fruit 
Thou bast produced. Adorn thy ivory throne. 

In all its sj^lendour, for this worthy head, 

And place it in full majesty before thee I ” 
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In the mean time, Feridiin had prepared a magnificent re- 
ception for his son! The period of his return had arrived, and 
he was in anxious expectation of seeing him, when suddenJy he 
received intelligence that Irij had been put to death by his 
brothers. The mournful spectacle soon reached his father’s 
house. • 

• 

A scream of agony burst from hft heart, 

As wildly in his arms he clasped the face 
Of his poor slaughtered son ; then down he sank 
Senseless upon the earth. The soldiers round 
Bemoaned the sad catastrophe, and rent 
Their garments in their grief. The souls of all 
Were filled with gloom, their eyes with flowing teiir«, 

^ For hope had promised a far different scene ; 

A day of heart-felt mirth and joyfulncss, , 

When Irij to his father’s house returned. • • 


After the extreme agitation of Fcritliin had subsided, he 
directed all his people to wear black apparel, iij honour of the 
murdered youth, and all his drums and banners to be torn to 
pieces. They say that subsequent to this dreadful calamity he 
always wore bjack clothes. The head of Irij was buried in a 
favourite garden, where he had been accustomed to hold weekly 
a rural entertainment. Feridiin, in performing the last cere- 
mony, pressed it to his bosom, and with streaming eyes ex- 
claimed : 

‘‘ 0 Heaven, look doum upon my munlcrcd boy ; 

Hifc severed head before me, but his body 

Tom by those hungry wolves ! 0 grant my pra^r, 

That I may sec, before I die, the seed 
Of Irij hurl just vengeance on the heads 
Of his assa-ssins ; hear, 0 hear my prayer.” 

—Thus he in sorrow for his favourite son ^ 

Obscured the light which might have sparkled still, 
Withering the jasmine flower of happy days ; 

So that his pule existence looked like death. 
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MINtrCHIHR. ' 

« 

Feridun continued to cherish with the fondest affection the 
memory of his murdered son, and still looked forward with 
anxiety to the^anticipated hour of Retribution . He fervently 
hoped \hat a son might be bom to take vengeance for his 
father’s death. But it so happened that Mah-afrld, the wife 
of Irij, gave birth to a daughter. When this daughter grew 
up, Feridun gave her in marriage to Pishung, and from that 
union an heir was born who in form and feature resembled Irij 
and Feridun. He was called Mimichihr, and great rejoicings 
took place on the occasion of his birth. • 

The old man’s lips, with smiles apart, 

Bespoke the gladness of his heart. 

And in his arms he took the boy, 

^ The harbinger of future joy , 

I^lighted that indulgent Heaven 
To his fond hopes this pledge had given. 

It seemed as if, to bless his reign, 
inj had come to life again. 

The child was nourished w’ith great tenderness diiring his 
infancy, and when he grew up he was sedulously instructed in 
every art necessary to fonn the character, and acquire the 
accomplishments of a wnrrior. Feridiin was accustomed to 
place him on the throne, and decorate his brows with the 
crown of so*i'creignty ; and the soldiers enthusiastically acknow- 
ledged him as tlicir king, urging him to rouse himself and take 
\'bugcance of his enemies for the murder of his grandfather. 
Ha\ing4)pened his treasury, Feridun distributed abundance of 
gold among the people, so that Minuchihr was in a short time 
enabled to embody an immense army, by whom he was looked 
upon with attachment and admiration. 

When Silim and Tiir were informed of the preparations that 
were making against them, that Minuchihr, having grown to 
manhood, was distinguished for his valour and intrepidity, and 
that multitudes flocked to his standard with the intention of 
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forwarding hifl pui-pose of revenge, they were seized with inex- 
pressible terror, aftd anticipated an immediate invasion of their 
kingdoms. Thus alarmed, they counselled together upon the 
course it would be wisest to adopt. 

“ Should he advance, his cause is just, 

And blood will mingle with the dust, * ^ 

But heaven forbid out power should be 
O’crwhclmcd to give him i^ctory ; 

Though strong his arm, and wild his irCj ' 

And vengeance keen his heart inspire.’’^ ^ 

They determined, at length, to pursue pacific measures, and 
endeavour by splendid presents and conciliatoiy language to 
fegain the good-will of Feridiin. The elephants were immedi- 
ately loaded with treasure, a crown of gold, and other articles 
of value, and a messenger was dispatched, charged wdth an 
acknowledgment of guilt and abundant expressions of repent- 
ance. “It was Iblis,” they said, “ who led us#astray, &nd our 
destiny has been such tliat wc are in every way criminal. But 
thou art the ocean of mercy ; pardon our offences. Though 
manifold, they were involuntary, and forgiveness will cleanse 
our hetes aud restore us to ourselves. Let our tears wash 
away tlie faults we have committed. To Minuchihr and to 
thyself we offer obedience and fealty, and we wait your com- 
mands, being but the dust of your feet.’' 

When the messenger arrived at the court of Feridiin he first 
delivered the magnificent presents, and the king, hiving placed 
Minuchihr on a golden chair by his side, observed to him, 
“ These presents are to thcc a prosperous and blessed omen-^ 
they shew that thy enemy is afraid of thee.” TSien the 
messenger was permitted to communicate the object of his 
mission. 

He spoke with studied phrase, intent to hide, 

Or mitigate the horror of their crime ; r ' 

And with excuses plauRihl n and bland > 

Uis speech was dressed. The brothers, he observed, 

Desii^ to see their kinsman Miniichihr, — 

And with the costliest gems they soughtPto pay 
The price of kindred blood unjustly shed — 
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And they would willingly to him resign 
Their kingdoms for the sake of peace and friendship 
The monarch marked him scornfully, and said, 

“ Canat thou conceal the sun ? It is in vain 
Truth to disguise with words of shallow meaning. 
Now hear my answer. Ask thy cruel masters, 

Who talk of their affection for the prince. 

Where lies the body of the gentle Irij ? 

, Him they have slain, the fierce, unnatural brothers, 
And now they thirst to gain another victim. 

They long to sec the face of Mimlchihr 1 
Yes, and they shall, surrounded by his soldiers. 

And clad in steel, and they shall feel the edge 
Of life-destroying swords. Yes. they shall see him 1 ” 


After uttering this indignant speech, Feridiin shewed to the 
messenger his great warriors, one by one. He shewed him 
Kavah and his two sons, Shalipiir, and Shiriieh, and Karun, 
and Slim,* and Xariintin, and other chiefs — all of admirable 
courage and valour in war, — ^and thus resumed ; 

H^ice with your presents, hence, away, 

Can gold or gems turn night to day ? 

^lust kingly heads be bought and sold. 

And shali I barter blood for gold ? 

Shall gold a father’s heart entice. 

Blood to redeem beyond all price ? 

Hence, hence with treachery ; I have heard 
Their glo7ing falsehoods, every woitl ; 

But human feelings guide my will, 

And keep my honoui sacred still. 

True is the oracle we read : — 

‘ Those who have sown oppression's .seed 
fleap bitter fruit ; their souls, pcrjilext, 

Jity not in this world oi the next.’ 

The brothers of ray municred boy, 

Who could a father’s hopes destroy. 

An equal punishment will reap, 

And lasting vengeance o’er tliem sweep. 

They rooted up my favourite tree. 

But yet a branch remains to me. 


* S&m, S&m Suwar, was the son of Nariman. He is said to have vanquibhed 
or tamed a great number of animals and terrible monsters, amongst which 
was one remarkable for its ferocity. This furious animal was called Soh&m, 
on account of its being of the colour and nature of fire. According to 
fabulous history, he iftule it his war-horse, in all his engagements .agaimt 
the Demons. 
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•fow the young lion comes apace, 

J'lie glory of his glorious race ; 

He comes apace, to punish guilt, 

Where brother’s blood was basely spilt ; 
And blood alone for blood must piiy ; 
Hence with your gold, depart, nwiiy ! ” 


When the messenger heard these reproachetb mingled with 
poison, he immediately took Icsive, and trembling with fear, 
returned to Silim and Tur with tlie utmost speed. He de- 
scribed to them in strong and alarming terms the appearance 
and character of Miniichihr, and his warriors ; of that noble 
youth who with frowning eyebrows was only anxious for battle, 
lie then communicated to them in what manner he had been 
teceived, and i-epeated the fh^minniatinna of Feridiin, at which 
the brothers were exceedingly grieved and disappointed. But 
Silim said to Tiir ; 

*■ Let us be first upon the field, before 
He marshals his array. It follows not^ • 

That he should be a hero bold and ^ aliant, 
llccause he is descended fiom the biave ; 

Hut it becomes us well to try oui power,— 

Ifor speed, in war, is better than dela\ 

In this spirit the two brothers rapidly collected from l^th 
their kingdoms a large army, and proceeded towards Iran. On 
hearing of their progress, Feridun said : “ This is well — they 
come of themselves. The forest game sun-enders itself volun- 
tarily at the foot of the sportsman.” Then he commanded his 
army to wait quietly till they arrived ; for skill and patience, 
he observed, will draw the lion’s head into your toils. 

As soon as the enemy had approached within a short distance, 
Miniichihr solicited Feridiin to commence the enga^ment, — 
and the king having summoned his chief ivarriors before him, 
appointed them all, one by one, to their proper places. 

The warriors of renow’n assembled straight 
With ponderous clubs ; each like a lion fierce, 

Girded his loins impatient. In their front 
The sacred banner of the blacksmith w^ed ; 

Bright scimitars were brandished in the air ; 
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Beneath them prauced their steeds, all armed for fighti 
And so incased in iron were the chiefs 
From top to toe, their eyes were only sedn. 

When Kdrun drew his hundred thousand troops 
Upon the field, the battle- word was given, 

And Mimlchihr was, like the cypress tall, 

Engaged %,long the centre of the hosts ; 

And like the moon he shone, amid the grou^^ 

Of cofigregated clouds, or as the sun 
O littering upon the mountain of Alberz. 

The squadrons in i!tlvancc Kabdd commanded, 

(Jarshasp the left, and Sam upon the right. 

The sheddem of a brother’s blood had now 
Brought their innumerous legions to the strife, 

And formed tlicm in magnificent array ; 

The ni^uet guaids were almost thrown together, 

When Tdr sprung forward, and with sharp reproach, 
And haughty gesture, thus addressed Kabad : 

“ Ask this new king, this Mindchihr, since Heaven 

To Irij gave a daughter, who on him 

Bestowed the mail, the battle-axe, and swonl ? ” 

Tn ihiQ inRnlfinrr KoIjjkI • 


iviuou cU4dt/ vuui tiii tuc v.iaj^ wl viltuiii f 

If savage monsters wtie to tly yoiii piesi-ncc, 

It would not be surprismir Tho:>e who die 

In this most righteous cause amU go to IleaMMi, < 

With all their sms forgotten ! ” Then Kabi'ul 
Went to the king, and told the speech of Tui . 

A smile played o'er the check of Miinichihr 
As thus he spoke ; “ A boaster he must lie, 

Or a vain fool, for when engaged in battle. 

Vigour of aim and the ( lulunng soul, 

W’ll best be provi d. I ask but for re\eiigc — 

Vengeance for Iiij slain. Meanwhile, return , 

We shall not figlit to-da}. ’ 

He too retired, 

And in his tent upon the s.andy jdain, 

C Ordered the fcsiue lioaid to be i»repaivd, 

And wine and nm>ic whiled the hours away. 

Wben moniiii" dawned tlic battle commenced, and multi* 
tudes were slain on both sides. 

The spacious plain become a sea of blood ; 

It seemed as if the earth was covered o’er 
With criqison tulips ; Blipi>cry was the giound, 

And all in dire confusion. 
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The army of ^Miniichihr was A'ictorions, owing to the 
bravely and skill erf the commander. But Heaven was in his 
favour. ^ 

In the evening Silim and Tiir consulted together, and came 
to the resolution of effecting a formidable ni^ht attack on the 
enemy. The spies of Minhchiln*, however, obttgned informa- 
tion of this intention, and communicated the secret to thb king. 
Miniichihr immediately placed the army in charge of Ki'irun, 
and took himself thirty thousand men to wait in ambuscade 
for the enemy, and frustrate his views. Tiir advanced with a 
hundred thousand men ; but as he advanced, he found every 
one on the alert, and aware of his approach. He had gone too 
far to retreat in the dark without fighting, and therefore began 
a vigorous conflict. Minhchihr sprung up from his ambuscade, 
and with his thirty thousand men rushed upon the centre of 
the enemy’s troops, and in the end encountered Tiir. The 
struggle was not long. Miiiuchihr dexterog&ly using his 
javelin, hurled him from his saddle precipitately to the ground, 
and then with his dagger severed the head from his body. The 
body he left to be devoured by the beasts of the field, and the 
head he%ent as a trophy to Feridiin ; after which, he proceeded 
in search of Silim. • 

The army of the confederates, however, having suffered such 
a signal defeat, Silim thought it prudent to fall back and take 
refuge in a fort. But Miniichihr went in pursuit, and besieged 
the castle. One day a warrior named Kakii madeta sally out 
of the fort, and approaching the centre of the besieging army, 
threw a javelin at Miniichihr, which however fell harmless 
before it i*eached its aim. Then Miniichihr seized th^ enemy 
by the girdle, raised him up in air, and flung him from his 
saddle to the ground. 

He "rasped tbc foe-man by the girth. 

And tlumdcriiig drove him to the earth ; 

Jly wound of spear, and gory brand, 

He died upon the burning sand. 

The siege was continued for some time with the new of 
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>>cakeniug the power of Silim ; at last Minuchihr sent a 
message to him, saying ; “ TiCt the battle be decided between 
ns. , Quit the fort, and boldly meet me here, that it may ho 
seen to whom God gives the victory.’’ Silim could not, without 
disgrace, refuse Chis challenge : he descended from the fort, 
and met Mimichihr. A desperate conflict ensued, and he was 
slain dn the spot. Miiiuchihr’s keen sword severed the royal 
head from the body, and^hus quickly ended the career of Silim. 
After that, the whole of the enemy’s troops were defeated and 
put to flight in every direction. 

The leading warriors of the routed army now sought protec- 
tion from Minuchihr, nho immediately complied with their 
solicitation, and by their influence all the forces of Silim a»d 
Tfu united under him. To each he gave rank according to 
his merits. After the victory. MiniKihihr hastened to pay his 
respects to Feridiiii, who received him with praises and thanks- 
givings, and ^thc customary honours. Returning from the 
battle, Feridtin met him on foot ; and the moment ^liuuchihr 
beheld the venerable monarch, he alighted and kissed the 
ground. They then, seated in the palace together, congratu- 
lated themselves on the success of their arms. In a short time 
after, the end of Feridtin apprf»aehed ; when recommending 
Minuchihr to the care of Sim and Xariiniin, he said : “ ^ly 
hour of departure has arrived, and I place the prince under 
your protection.” He then directed Minuchihr to be seated on 
the throne « 

And put himself the crowTi upon liis he.id, 

And stored his mind with counsel good and wise. 

• 

Upo|^ the death of Feridtin, Minuchihr accordingly suc- 
ceeded to the government of the empire, and continued to 
obseiTe strictly all the laws and regulations of his great grand- 
father. He commanded his subjects to be constant in the 
worship of God. 

The army and the people gave him praise, 

I’rayed for his happiness and length of rla) •, ; 

Our hiarts, they said, are ever bound to thee ; 

Our hearts, inspired by love and loyalty 
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Z^L. THE SON OF SAM. 

According to the traditionary histories from which Firdausi 
has derived his legends, the warrior Sam h^id a son bom to 
him whose hair was perfectly white. On his birth the nurse 
went to Silm and told him that God had blessffed him^with a 
wonderful child, without a single blsmish, excepting that his 
hair was white ; but when S<im saw him he was grieved : 

His hair was white as goose’s wing, 

His eheek was like the rose of spring 
His form was straight as eypress tree — 

But when the sire was brought to see 
That child with hair so silvery white, 

His heart revolted at the sight. 

His mother gave him the name of Zal, and the people said 
to Sam, “ This is an ominous event, and will be to thee pro- 
ductive of nothing but calamity ; — it would b^ better if thou 
couldst remove him out of sight. 

No human being of this earth 
Could give to such a monster birth ; 

He must be of the Demon race, 

Though human still in form and face. 

If not a Demon, he, at least. 

Appears a party-coloured beast.” 

When Siim was made acquainted with these reproaches and 
s^neerg of the people, he determined, though with a sorrowful 
heart, to take him up to the mountain Alberz, sSid abandon 
him there to be destroyed by beasts of prey. Alberz was the 
abode of the Simurgh or Griffin,* and, whilst flying about in 
quest of food for his hungry young ones, that surprising animal 

* The sex of this fabulous animal is not clearly made out ! It tells Z41 that 
it had nursed him like a father, and therefore I have, in this place, adopted the 
masculine gender, though the presei'ver of young ones might authorise its being 
considered a female. The Simurgh is probably neither one nor the other, or 
both ! Some have likened the Simurgh to the Ippogrif or Griffin ; but the 
Simurgh is plainly a biped ; others again have supposed that the fable simply 
meant a holy recluse of tlio mountains, who nourished And educated the poor 
child which had be6n abandoned by its father. 

JC 
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discovered the child lying alone upon the hard rock, crying and 
Bucldng its fingers. The Slmurgh, howevei^ felt no inclination 
to devour him, but compassionately took him up in the air, and 
conveyed him to his own habitation. 

o 

He who is blest with Heaven’s grace 
Will never want a dwelling-plaee 
And he wl^o bears the cui-so of Fate 
Can never ehange his wretched state. 

A voice, not earthly, thus addressed 
The Slmurgh in his mountain nest — 

“ To thee this mortal I resign, 

Protected by the power divine ; 

Let him thy fostering kindness share, 

Nourish him with paternal eare ; 

For from his loins, in time, will spring 
The ehampion of the world, and bring 
Honour on earth, and to thy name ; 

The heir of everlasting fame.” 


The, young gnes were also kind and affoctionatc to the infant, 
which was thus nourished and protected by the Simurgh for 
several years. 


The DEEAM of SAM. 

t 

It is said that one night, after melancholy musings and re- 
flecting on the miseries of this life, Sam was visited by a 
dream, ^nd when the particulars of it were communicated to 
the interpreters of mysterious warnings and omens, they de- 
clared that Ziil was certainly still alive, although he had been 
long exposed on Alberz, and left there to be torn to pieces by wild 
animals. Upon this interpretation being given, the natural 
feelings of the father returned, and he sent his people to the 
mountain in seay^h of Ziil, but without success. On another 
night Ssim dreamt a second time, when he beheld a young man 
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of a bcautifnl countenance at the head of an immense amy, 
with a banner flymg before him, and a Miibid on his left hand. 
One of them addressed Sdm, and reproached him thus 

Unfeeling mortal, hast thou from thy eyes 
Washed out all sense of shame? Dost thou believe 
That to have silvery tresses is a crime 7 * 

If so, thy head is covered with white hair ; * 

And were not both spontaneouf gifts from Heaven ? 
Although the boy was hateful to thy sight. 

The grace of God has been bestowed upon him ; 

And what is human tenderness and love 
To Heaven’s proteetion ? Thou to him wert cruel, 

But Heaven has blest him, shielding him from harm. 

• Silm screamed aloud in his sleep, and awoke greatly terrified. 
Without delay he went himself to Alberz, and ascended the 
mountain, and wept and prayed before the throne of the 
Almighty, saying : — 

• 

“ If that forsaken child be truly mine, 

And not the progeny of Demon fell, 

O pity mo 1 forgive the wicked deed, 

And to my eyes, my injured son restore," 


His prayer was accepted. The Simurgh, hearing the lamedta- 
tions of Sam among his people, knew that he had come in quest 
of Jiis son, and thus said to Zal : — “ I have fed and protected 
thee like a kind nurse, and I have given thee the name of 
Dustin, like a father. Sam, the warrior, has just^come upon 
the mountain in search of his child, and I must restore thee to 
him, and we must part.” Zil wept when he heard of this un- 
expected separation, and in strong terms expressed bis grati- 
tude to his benefactor ; for the Wonderful Bird had not 
omitted to teach him the language of the country, and to culti- 
vate his understanding, removed as they were to such a dis- 
tance from the haunts of mankind. The Simurgh soothed 
him by assuring him that he was not going to abandon him to 
misfortune, but to increase his prosperity ; ^nd, as a striking 
proof of affection, gave him a feather from his own wing, with 
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these instructions : — “ Whenever thou art involved in difficulty 
or danger, put this feather on the fire, and* I will instantly 
appear’to thee to ensure thy safety. Never cease to remember 
me. 

1 hare watched thee with fondness by day and by night, 

And supplied all thy wants with a father’s delight ; 

9 forget not thy nurse — still be faithful to me — 

And my heart will be^cver devoted to thee.” 

Zal immediately replied in a strain of gratitude and admira- 
tion ; and then the Simurgh conveyed him to S«lm, and said to 
liim : “ Receive thy son — he is of wonderful promise, and will 
be worthy of the throne and the diadem.” 


The soul of Sam rejoiced to hc.ar 
Applause so sweet to a parent’s car ; 

And blessed them both in thought and word, 

The lovely boy. and the Wondrous I’lrd. 

C ^ 

He also declared to Zal that he was ashamed of the crime of 
which he had been guilty, and that he would endeavour to 
obliterate the recollection of the past by treating him in future 
with the utmost respect and honour. ^ 

When Miniichihr heard from Zdbul of these things, and of 
Sdm’s return, he was exceedingly pleased, and ordered his son, 
Nauder, wnth a splendid istakbal,* to meet the father and son 
on their approach to the city. They were surrounded by war- 


* This custom is derived from the earliest ages of Persia, and has been 
cqnianued down to the present times with no abatement of its pomp or 
B^endonr. Mr. Moricr thus speaks of the progreu of the Embassy to Persia : — 

* * An I^kbdl composed of hfty horsemen of our Mehmandar's tribe, met 
us about three miles from our encampment ; they were succeeded as we 
adranced by an assemblage on foot, who threw a glass vessel filled with sweet- 
meats beneath the Envoy’s horse, a ceremony which we bad before witnessed 
at Kauaeroon, and which we again understood to be an honour shared with the 
King and bis sons alone. Then came two of the principal merchants of 
Shiraz, accompanied by a boy, the son of Mahomed Nebee Khan, the new 
Governor of Bnshere. They, however, incurred the Envoy’s displeasure by 
not dismounting from their horses, a form always observed in Persia by those 
of lower rank, whenoihey meet a snperior. We were thus met by three 
Ittakh^h during the course of the day.” 
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riors and gi-eat men, and Sdm embraced the first moment to 
introduce Zal to the king. 

Zul humbly kissed the earth before the king, 

And from the hands of Mimichihr received 
A golden mace and helm. Then those who knew 
The stars and planetary signs, were told 
To calculate the stripling’s destiny ; 

And all proclaimed him of ^altcd fortune, 

That ho would be prodigious i n his might. 

Outshining eTery warrior of the age. 

Delighted with this information, Miniichihr, seated upon his 
throne, with Karun on one side and Sdm on the other, pre- 
sented Zitl with Arabian horses, and armour, and gold, and 
splendid garments, and appointed Sam to the government -of 
Kabul, Zabul, and Ind. Zal accompanied his father on 'his 
return ; and when they arrived at Zdbulistiln, the most re- 
nowned instructors in every art and science were collected to- 
gether to cultivate and enrich his young mind.® 

In the meantime Siim was commanded by the king to invade 
and subdue the Demon provinces of Karugsdr and Mazin- 
deran and Zil was in consequence left by his father in 
charge of Zabulistdn. The young i pirsling of the Simurgh is 
said to have performed the duties of sovereignty with admir- 
able wisdom and discretion, during the absence of his father. 
He did not pass his time in idle exercises, but with zealous 
delight in the society of accomplished and learned men, for the 
purpose of becoming familiar with every species ^ knowledge 
and acquirement. The city of Zdbul, however, as a constant 
residence, did not entirely satisfy him, and he wished to 
more of the world ; he therefore visited several othftr places, 
and proceeded as far as K^ibul, where he pitched his tents, and 
remained for some time. 


* The province of Mazinderfin, of wkicli the principal city is Aiuol, compre- 
hends the whole of the southern coast of the C^pian sea. It was known to 
the ancients by the name of Hyrcania. At tho period to which the teat 
refen^ the country was in the possession of demons. * 
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RtJDABEH. • 

a 

The chief of Kiibul was descended from the family of Zohiik. 
He was named Mihrib, and to secure the safety of his state, 
paid annual t^ribute to Sitm. Mihnib, on the arrival of Zdl, 
went OLt of the city to see him, and was hospitably entertained 
by the young hero, who sdon discovered tliat he had a daughter 
of w^onderful attractions. 

Her name Biiddbeh ; skreened from public view, 

Her countenance is brilliant as the sun ; 

From head to foot her lovely form is fair 
As polished ivory. Like the spring, her chock 
Presents a radiant bloom, — ^in stature tall, 

And o’er her silvery brightness, richly flow 
Dark musky ringlets clustering to her feet. 

She blushes like the rich pomegranate flower; 

Her eyes are soft and sweet as the narciss us, 
r Her lashes from the raven’s jetty 

Have stolen their blackness, and her brows are bent 
Like archer's bow. Ask ye to see the moon 1 
Look at her face. Seek ye for musky fi-agrance f 
She is all sweetness. Her long fingers seem 
Pencils of silver, and so beautiful 
Her presence, that she breathes of Heaven and lofe. 

< 

Such was the description of Riidiibeh,* which inspired the 


* Firdausi is very exuberant in his account of Rud&bch. Female beauty has 
always been a darling subject with the poets of all nations, and they have 
generally embellished it with all their pow-ers of description. 

In comparing the Greek and Persian notions of female beauty and its 
attributes, we find no important but a much closer resemblance 

tfian might be expected, considering the physical difference between the tu’o 
eouutries^ For the imagery of every genuine poet must be derived from 
wbat be is accustomed to see, from the natural objects and circumstances hy 
which he is surrounded. Hence it is that every country must have what 
Dr. Johnson calls. ** traditional imagery, and hereditary similes.” The Odes 
of Hafiz have all the rich imagery of the Teian bard, besides an abundance of 
beautiful epithets, unknown to the Greek, drawn from the varied productions 
of a still more genial climate. 

The following is a fuller description of the charms of Rudfibch : — 

If thou would'st make licr charms apjiesr. 

Tniuk of the Bun so bnglit siid clesr j 
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heart of ZiU with the most violent affection^ and imagination 
added to her charms. 

Mihnib again waited on Zdl, who received him gracic^^usly, 
and asked him in what manner he could promote his wishes. 
Mihrdb said that he only desired him to become his guest at a 
banquet he intended to invite him to ; but Ztkl yiought proper 
to refuse, because he well knew, if he accepted an invitation of 
the kind from a relation of Zohak, tlfat his father Sdm and the 
King of Pei-sia would be offended. Mihrdb returned to K^bul 
disappointed, and having gone into his harem, his wife, Sin- 
dokht, inquired after the stranger from Zfibul, the white-headed 
son of Sain. She wished to know what he was like, in form 
fftid feature, and what account he gave of his sojourn with the 
Simurgh. Mihrab described him in the warmest terms of» ad- 
miration — he was valiant, he said, accomplished and handsome, 
with no other defect than that of white hair. And so bound- 
less was his praise, that Riidabeh, who was presgit, drank every 
w’ord with ayidiiy, and felt her own heart warmed into admira- 


And bnghter far, with softer light, 

The maiden stiikes the dazzled siglit. 
Think of her skin, with what compare I 
Ivory was never half so fair 1 
Her stature like the Sabin tree ; 

Her eyes 1 so full of witchery, 

(ilow like the Nirgis * tenderly. 

Her arching brows their magic fling, 
Dark as the raven’s glossy wing. 

Soft o'er her blooming clieek is spread. 
The rich pomegranate’s vivid icd. 

Upon her bosom, white as snow. 

Two veriiiil bud.s, in secret, blow. 

Her musky ringlets, unconfliied. 

In clustering ijtfshfji roll behind. 

Love ye the luoou? Behold her face, 
And there the lucul planet trace. 

If breath of musky fiagrancc please. 
Her balmy odours scent the breeze ; 
Pos.'.ess d of every sportive wiip, 

Tis heaven, 'Jis bliss, to sec lici siuile ! 


This iinngery is all familiar to European taste, not excepting even the 
allusion to the moon, iihich has usually been considered peculiar to the Poetry 
of Asia. 


Die Narcissus, to which the eyes of bcautiflU women are usually oouipand. 
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tion and lore. Fall of emotion, she afterwards said privately 
to her attendants : * 

‘ “ To you alone the secret of my heart 

I now unfold ; to you alone confess 
The dOep sensations of my captive soul. 

I love, I love ; all day and night of him 
I think alone — I see him in my dreams — 

You only know my secret — aid me now, 

And soothe the^ sorrows of my bursting heart.” 

The attendants were startled with this confession and in- 
treatj, and ventured to remonstrate against so preposterous an 
attachment. 


What 1 hast thou lost all sense of shame, 
All value for thy honoured name ! 

That thou, in loveliness supreme, 

Of every tongue the constant theme, 
Should choose, and on another's word, 

The nursling of a Mountain Bird ! 

A Ijeing never seen before. 

Which human mother never bore I 
And can the hoary locks of age, 

A youthful heart like thine engage ? 

Must thy enchanting form be piest 
To such a ^jdbjgps monster's breast ? 

And all thy beauty’s rich array, 

Thy peerless charms be thrown away ?” t 


This violent remonstrance was more calculated to rouse the 
indignation of Ruddbeh than to induce her to change her mind. 
It did so. f Bub she subdued her resentment, and again dwelt 
rpon the ardour of her passion. 

* “ My attachment is fixed, my election is made, 

^nd when hearts arc enchained 'tis in vam to upbraid. 

Neither Eizar nor Faghfdr I wish to behold, 

Nor the monarch of I’ersia with jewels and gold ; 

All, all I despise, save the choice of my heart, 

And from his beloved image I never can i>art. 

Gall him aged, or young, 'tis a fruitless endeavour 
To uproot a desire I must cherish for ever ; 

Call him old, call him young, who can passion contruul 7 
Ever present, and loved, he entrances my soul. 

'Tis for him I exist — him I worship alone, 

And mj heart it must bleed till I call him my own.’ 
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As soon as the atteadants found that Riid^beh’s attachment 
was deeply fixed, &nd not to be removed, they changed their 
purpose, and became obedient to her wishes, anxious to pprsue 
any measure that might bring ZiLl and their mistress together. 
Bddsibeh Avas delighted with this proof of theftr regard. 

It was spring time, and the attendants repairCid towards the 
halting-place of Zdl, in the neighbourhood of the city. • Their 
occupation seemed to be gathering \oses along the romantic 
banks of a p^jlnoid streamlet, and when they purposely strayed 
opposite the tent of Zal, he observed them, and asked his 

friends— why they presumed to gather roses in his garden. 

He was told that they were damsels sent by the moon of 
Hilbulistiln from the palace of Mihrab to gather roses, and 
upon hearing this his heart was touched with emotion, .-He 
rose up and rambled about for amusement, keeping the direc- 
tion of the river, followed by a servant with a bow. He w^as 

not far from the damsels, wlien a bird sprung up from the 

water, which he shot, upon the wing, with an arrow. The 
bird happened to fall near the rose-gatherers, and Zal ordered 
his servant to bring it to him. The attendants of Riidabch 
lost noif the opportunity, as he approached them, to inquire 
who the archer was. *• Know ye not,'* answered the servant, 
“ that this is Nimriiz, the son of Siira, and also called Dustan, 
the greatest warrior ever known.” At this the damsels smiled, 
and said that they too belonged to a person of distinction — and 
not of inferior worth — to a star in the palace of MAiriib. “We 
have come from Kabul to the king of Zabulistan, and should 
Zal and RiidiLbeh be of equal rank, her ruby lips may becorop 
acquainted with his, and their wished-for union be ejected.” 
When the servant returned, Zdl Avas immediately informed of 
the conversation that had taken place, and in consequence pre- 
sents were prepared. 

They who to gather roses came— wont back 
With precious gems— and honorary robes ; 

And two bright finger-rings -svere secretly 
tSent to the piincess. 
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Theu did the attendants of Hiiddbeh exult in the success of 
their artifice, and say that the lion had come into their toils. 
Riidibeh herself, however, had some fears on the subject. She 
anxiously sought to know exactly the personal appearance of 
Ziil, and happily her warmest hopes were realized by the de- 
scription she^received. But one difficulty remained — ^how were 
they to meet ? How was she to see with her own eyes the man 
whom her fancy had depicted in such glowing colours ? Her 
attendants, sufficiently expert at intrigue , soon contrived the 
means of gratifying her wishes. Iherc was a beautiful rurtil 
retreat in a sequestered situation, the apartments of which were 
adorned with pictures of great men, and ornamented in the 
most splendid manner. To this fiivourite place Riiddbch ^’e- 
‘ tired, and most maguifieently dressed, awaiting the coming of 
Zal. whom her attendants had previously invited to repair 
thither as soon as the sun had gone down. The shadows of 
evening were^ falling as he approached, and the enamoured 
lu’incess thus addressed him from her balcony : — 

•• May happiness attend thee ever, thou, 

Whose lucid features make this gloomy ni^lit 
Clear as the day ; whose perfume scents liie brcc?# ; 

^ Tliou who, rcg.mlless of fatigue, hast come 

On foot too, thus to see me — *’ 


Hearing a sweet voice, he looked up, and beheld a bright face 
iu the balcony, and he said to the beautiful vision : — 

•' Hnw (if ton have I Itopcd that Iloavon 
Would, in some secret place disjil.-u 
Thy charms to me, and thou hast gi\ i ii 
My heart the wish of many a day ; 
b’or now thy pcutlc voice I hear, 

And now I see ihec — ^sptak again ! 

Speak freely in a willing ear, 

J^nd every wish thou hast obtain.” 

Not a word was lost upon Rudiibeh, and she soon accom- 
plished her object. Her hair was so luxuriant, and of such a 
length, that casting it loose it flowed down from the balcony ; 
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and, after fastening the upper part to a ring, she requestied Zdl 
to take hold of the otlier end and mount up. lie ardently 
kissed the musky tresses, and by them quickly ascended. 

Then hand in hand within the chambers they 
Gracefully passed. — Attractive was the Scene, 

The walls embellished by the painter’s skill. 

And every object exquisitely formed, • 

Sculpture, and architectural ornament. 

Fit for a king. Zdl with amazement gazed 
Upon what art had done, but more he gazed 
Upon the witching radiance of his love. 

Upon her tulip cheeks, her musky locks. 

Breathing the sweetness of a summer garde* ri ; 

Upon the sparkling brightness of her ring^-. 

Necklace, and bracelets, glittering on her arm«. 

His mien too was majestic — on his head 
lie wore a ruby crown, and near his breast 
Was seen a belted dagger. Fondly she 
With side-long glances marked his noble aspect. 

The fine proportions of his graceful limbs. 

His strength and beauty. Her enamoured heart 
Sjiguaed her cheek with blushes, every glance 
Increas’d the ardent transports of h(*r soul,* 

So mild was his demeanour, he appeared 
A gentle lion toying with his prey. 

Long they remained rapt in admiration 
Of each other. At length the wariior rose, 

And thus addressed her: — *• It becomes not us 
To be forgetful of the path of prudence. 

Though love would dictate a moic ardent course, 

How oft has Sam, my father, counselled me, 

Against unseeming thoughts, — unseemly deeds, — 

Always to choose the right, and shun the wrong. 

How will he bum with anger when he hears 
Thin new adventure ; how will Minilchihr % 
Indignantly reproach me for tins dream 1 
This waking dream of rapture ! but I call 
High Heaven to witness what I now declare — 

Whoever may oppose my sacred vows, 

I still am thine, thine, for e\cr.” 

And thus lliidabeh : — “Thou hast won my heart, 

And kings may sue in vain ; to thee devoted. 

Thou art alone my Avarrior and my love.” 

Thus they exclaimed, — then Zil with fond adieus 
Softly descended from the balcony, 

And hastened to his tent. 


Ab speedily as possible he assembled together liis counsellors 
and Mubids to obtain their advice on the present extraordinaiy 
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occasion, and he represented to them the sacred importance of 
encouraging matrimonial alliances. * 

For marriage is a contract sealed by Heaven- 
How happy is the Warrior’s lot, amidst 
His smiling children ; when he dies, his son 
Succeeds him, and enjoys his rank and name. 

>nd is it not a glorious thing to say — 

This is the son of Zal, or this of Sam, 

The heir of hif. renowned progenitor ? 

He then related to them the story of his love and affection i 
for the daughter of Mihi’db ; but the Mubids, well knowing 
that the chief of Kabul was of the family of Zohak, the serpent- 
king, did not approve the union desired, which excited tlie 
indignation of Zal. They, however, recommended his writing 
a letter to Sam, who might, if he thought proper, refer the 
matter to Miniichihr. The letter was accordingly written and 
dispatched, and when Siim received it, he immediately refen’ed 
the Question to his astrologers, to know whether the nuptials, if 
solemnized between Zal and Rudabeh, would be prosperous or 
not. They foretold that the nuptials would be prosperous, and 
that the issue uould be a son of wonderful strength and power, 
the conqueror of the world. This announcement delfehted the 
heart of the old warrior, and he sent the messenger back with 
the assurance of his approbation of the proposed union, but 
requested that the subject might be kept concealed till he 
returned with his army from the expedition to Karugsar, and 
was able k) consult with Miniichihr. 

Zal, exulting at his success, communicated the glad tidings 
to Riidsibeh by their female emissary, who had hitherto carried 
on successfully the correspondence between them. But as she 
was conveying an answer to this welcome news, and some pre- 
sents to Zal, Sindokht, the mother of Rudabeh, detected her, 
and, examining the contents of the packet, she found sufficient 
evidence, she thought, of something wrong. 

“ What treachery is this 7 Wliat have we here ! 

BirbuDd and male attire I Thou, wretch, confess ! 

Disclose thy secret doings.” 
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The emissary, however, betrayed nothing ; but declared that 
she was a dealer id jewels and dresses, and had been only 
shewing her merchani'ze to Rliddbeh. Slndokht, in extreme • 
agitation of mind, hastened to her daughter’s apartment to 
ascertain the particulars of this affair, when Riiddbeh at once 
fearlessly acknowledged her unalterable affection for Zill. 

“ I love him so devotedly, all dflr, 

All night my tears have flowed unceasingly ; 

And one hair of his head I prize more dearly 
Than all the world beside ; for him I live ; 

And we have met, and we have sat together, 

And pledged our mutual love with mutual joy 
And innocence of heart.” 

• 

Rudibeh further informed her of Sam’s consent to tboji: * 
nuptials, which in some degree satisfied the mother. But when 
Mihr^b was made acquainted with the an-angement, his rage 
was unbounded, for he dreaded the resentment of Silm.and 
^Miniichihr when the circumstances became fully known to 
them. Trembling with indignation he drew his dagger, and 
would have instantly rushed to lliidiibch’s chamber to destroy 
her, had not Sindokht fiillen at his feet and restrained him. 

He insisted, however, on her being brought before him ; and 
upon his promise not to do her any hann, Sindokht complied. 
Riidibeh disdained to take off her ornaments to appear as an 
offender and a supplicant, but, proud of her choice, went into 
her father’s presence, gaily adorned with jewels, and ii^ splendid 
apparel. Mihi4b received her with surprise. 

“ Why all this glittering finery ? Is the devil 
United to an nngcl 7 When a snake 
Is met with in Arabia, it is killed 1 ” 

But Riiddbeh answered not a word, and was permitted to retire ' 
with her mother. 

When Miniichihr was apprized of the proceedings betweeiip*^ 
Zal and Riidil))oh, he was deeply concerned, anticipating nothing 
but confusion and ruin to Persia from the united influence of 
7A\ and Mihrab. Foridun had purified the world from the 
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abominations of Zohak, and as Mihrdb pras a descendant of 
that merciless tyi-ant, lie feared that some attempt would be 
made to resume the enormities of former times ; Sim was 
therefore requii^pd to give his advice on the occasion. 

The conqueror of Karugsir and Mazindcnln was received on 
his return fC'ith cordial rejoicings, and he charmed the king 
with the story of his triumphant success. The monarch against 
whom he had fought was descended, on the mother’s side, from , 
Zohak, and his Demon army was more numerous than ants, or 
clouds of locusts, covering mountain and plain. Sam thus pro- 
ceeded in his description of the conflict. 

“ And when he heard my voice, and Baw what deeds 
I had performed, apjiroaching me, he threw 
His iiQQge ; but downwaid bending I escaped, 

And with my bow I showered upon his head 
Steel-pointed an-ows, piercing through the brain ; 

Then did I gra^j) his loins, and from his hoise 
Cast him upon the ground, deprived of life. 

At tkis, the demons terrified and pale, 

Shrunk back, some flying to the mountain wilds. 

And others, taken on the battle-field. 

Became obedient to the Persiiin king.'' 

• 

Minuchihr, gi'atified by this result of the expedition, ap- 
pointed Sam to a new enterprize, which n as to destroy Kabul 
by fire and sword, esix?cially the house of ^Tilirdb ; and that 
ruler, of the serpent-race, and all his adherents were to l)c put 
to death. Sim, before he took leave to return to his own 
government at Zibiil, tried to dissuade him from this violent 
exercise of revenge, but without making any sensible impression 
upon him. 

Mefinwhilc the vindictive intentions of Minuchihr, which 
were soon known at Kabul, produced the greatest alarm and 
consternation in the family of Mihnib. Zal now returned to 
his father, and Sam sent a letter to Minuchihr, again to 
deprecate his wrath, and appointed Zal the messenger. In this 
Ikter Sdm enumerates his scmces at Karugsar and Mazinderiln, 
and eqiecially dwells upon the destruction of a prodigious 
dragon. 
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** I am thy servant, and twice sixty years 
Have seen my prowess. Mounted on my steed, 
Wielding my battle-axe, o’erthrowing heroes. 

Who equals SAm, the warrior? I destroyed 
The mighty monster, whose devouring jaws 
Unpeopled half the land, and spread dismay 
From town to town. The world was full of horror. 
No bird was seen in air, no beast of prey » 

In plain or forest ; from the stream he drew 
The crocodile ; the eagle from th^ sky. 

The country had no habitant alive, 

And when I found no human being left, 

I cast away all fear, and girt my loins. 

And in the name of God went boldly forth. 

Armed for the strife. I saw him towering rise. 
Huge as a mountain, with his hideous hair 
Dragging upon the ground ; his long black tongue 
Shut up the path ; his eyes two lakes of blood ; 
And, seeing me, so horrible his roar. 

The earth shook with affright, and from hi'^ mouth 
A flood of poison issued. Like a lion 
Fomard I sprang, and in a moment drove 
A diamond-pointed arrow through his tongue, 
Fixing him to the ground. Another went • 
Down his deep throat, and dreadfully he writhed 
A third passed through his middle. Then I raised 
l\Iy battle-axe, cow-headed, and with one 
Ticmendous blow, dislodged his venomous brain, 
^And deluged all around with blood and poison. 
"There lay the monster dead, and soon the world 
Regained its peace and comfort. Now I'm old, 
The vigour of my youth is past and gone, 

And it becomes me to resign my station, 

To Zdl, my gallant son.'* 


Mihriib continued in sucli extreme agitation, that In his own 
mind he saw no means of avoiding the threatened desolation of 
his country but by putting his wife and daughter to death.* 
Slndokht however had a better resource, and suggested the 
expediency of waiting upon Sam herself, to induce him to 
forward her own views and the nuptials between Ziil and 
Riidiibeh. To this !Milirab assented, and she proceeded, 
mounted on a richly caparisoned horse, to Ziibul with most 
magnificent presents, consisting of three hundred thousand 
dinars ; ten horses with golden, and thirty with silver, housings ; 
sixty richly attired damsels, caiTying golden Xsajw of jewels and 
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musk, and camphor,- and wine, and sugar ; forty pieces of 
figured cloth ; a hundred milch camels, and a hundred others 
for burthen ; two hundred Indian swords, a golden crown and 
throne, and four elephants. S<im was amazed and embarrassed 
by the arrival bf this splendid array. If he accepted the 
pi-esents, he ^rould incur the anger of Miniichihr ; and if he 
rejected them, Zal would be disappointed and di-iven to despair. 
He at length accepted them, and concurred in the wishes of 
Sindokht respecting the union of the two lovera. 

When Z^l arrived at the court of Miniichihr, he was received 
with honour, and the letter of Sam being read, the king was 
prevailed upon to consent to the p acific proposals that were 
made in favour of Mihrdb, and the nuptials. He too cwi- 
sttfted his astrologers, and was informed that the offspring of 
Zal and Riidsibeh would be a hero of matchless strength and 
valour. Zal, on his return through Kabul, had an interview 
with'Riiddbeb, who welcomed him in the most rapturous 
terms : — 

Be thou for ever blest, for 1 .adore thee, 

And make the dust of thy fair feci my pillow. 

• 

In short, with the approbation of all parties the marriage at 
length took place, and was celebrated at the beautiful summer- 
house where first the lovers met. Siim was present at Kabul 
on the happy occasion, and soon afterwards returned to Sistan, 
preparatory to resuming his martial labours in Karugsiir and 
Mazinderin. 

. As the time drew near that Rud^b^ should become a 
moth^, she suffered extremely from constant indisposition, and 
both Zal and Sindokht were in the deepest distress on account 
of her precarious state. 

The C 3 rpres,s leaf wap withering ; pale she lay, 

Unsoothed by rest or sleep, death seemed approaching. 

At last Zi] recollected the feather of the Sfmnrgh, and 
followed the instnictions which he had received, by placing it 
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on the fire. In a moment darkness surrounded them, which 
was, however, immediately dispersed by the sudden appearance 
of the Slmurgh. “Why,” said the Slmurgh, “do I see alf this 
grief and sorrow ? Why are the tear-drops^ in the warrior’s 
eyes ? A child will be bom of mighty power, who will become 
the wonder of the world.” • 

The Slmurgh then gave some ad%ce which was implicitly 
attended to, and the result was Ibhat Biidilbeh was soon out of 
danger. Never was beheld so prodigious a child. The father 
and mother were equally amazed. They called the boy Rustem. 
On the first day he looked a year old, and he required the milk 
of ten nurses. A likeness of him was immediately worked in 
silk, representing him upon a horse, and armed like a warrior, 
which was sent to Siim, who was then fighting in MazlnderSh, 
and it made the old champion almost delirious with joy. At 
Kibul and Ziibul there was nothing but feasting and rejoicing, 
as soon as the tidings were known, and thousands of dinars 
were given away in charity to the poor. When Rustem was 
five years of age, he ate as much as a man, and some say that 
even in his third year he rode on horseback. In his eighth 
year he ^as as powerful as any hero of the time. 

In beauty of form and in vigour of limb,* 

No mortal was ever seen equal to him. 


* In the heroic ages of Persia, as in the early periods of every nation, feats 
of personal activity and muscular strength, constituted the mq|t prominent 
features of a champion, and accordingly Firdausi has thought it necessary to 
give his hero extraordinary size and gigantic breadth of limb. Hercules had 
almost completed his eighth mouth before he strangled the serpents which 
Juno had sent to devour him ; but Bustem, whiw a day old, was like a child* 
of twelve months. When three years old be was fond of warlike pursuits and 
rode on horseback, and when ten, there was not a man in that country who 
could contend with him in battle. In wrestling, and other violent exercises, 
he was unequalled. Firdausi has thus, with a view of making him gre<at, 
made him a psodigy* But Homer, is not guiltless of similar extravagance, for 
he says of the giants Otus and Ephialtes : 

The wondrous youths had scarce nine winters told 
When high in air, tremendous to behold, 

Niue ells aloft they reared their towering head, 

And full nine cubits broad their shoulders spread ; 

Proud of their strength, and mors than mortal size. 

The gods they challenge, and affect the skies. 

Odtbbxt, zl. 810. roj>& 




66 


THE BHAH NAMEH. 


Both Siim aud Mihrdb, though fea: distant from the scene of 
felicity, were equally anxious to proceed to 2y{ibulistiln to behold 
their wonderful grandson. Both set off, but Mihrtib arrived 
first with great pomp, and a whole army for his suite, and went 
forth with Zdl fo meet Siim, and give him an honourable 
welcome. The boy Rustem was mounted on an elephant, 
weariil^ a splendid cro^yi, and wanted to join them, but his 
father kindly prevented him ‘‘undergoing the inconvenience 
of alighting. Zdl and Mihrib dismounted as soon as Sam 
was seen at a distance, and perfonned the ceremonies of an 
affectionate reception, Stira was indeed amazed when he did 
see the boy, and showered blessings on his head. 

, Afterwards Sam placed Milirab on his right hand, and Zal «n 
his left, and Rustem before him, and began to converse with 
his grandson, who thus manifested to him his martial dis- 
position. 

• 

‘‘ !ftiou art the champion of the world, and I 
The branch of that fair tree of which thou art 
The glorious root : to thee I am devoted, 

I»ut ease and leisure have no charms for me ; 

Nor mmic, nor the songs of festive joy. 

Mounted and armed, a helmet on my brow, • 

A ]avclin in my grasp, I long to meet 

The foe, and cast hia severed head before thee.” 

Then Sam made a royal feast, and every apartment in his 
palace wa^ richly decorated, and resounded witli mirth and 
rejoicing. Mihr^b was tlie merriest, and drank the most, and 
in his cups saw nothing but himself, so vain had he become 
from the countenance he httd received. He kept saying ; — 

“ Now I feel no alarm about Sam or Zdl-zer, 

Nor the splendour and power of the great Mimlchihr ; 

Whilst aided by Rustem, his sword, and his mace, 

Not a cloud of misfortune can shadow my face. 

All the laws of Zohjkk I will quickly restore. 

And the world shall be fragrant and blest as before.” 


This exultation plainly betrayed the disposition of his race ; 
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and though Silti| smiled at the extravagance of Mihr^, he 
looked up towards Heaven^ and prayed that Rustem might net 
prove a tyrant, but be continually active in doing good, and 
humble before God. . 

Upon Sdm departing, on his return to Karugsar and M4zin* 
deriln, ZiSH went with Rustem to Slstdn, a provfnce dependent 
on his government, and settled him there. The white elephant, 
belonging to Mimiohihr, was kept at Sistsin. One night 
Rustem was awakened out of his sleep by a great noise, and 
cries of distress, when starting up and inquiring the cause, he 
was told that the white elephant had got loose, and was tramp- 
ling and crushing the people to death. In a moment he 
ilsued from his apartment, brandishing his mace ; but jivas 
soon stopped by the servants, who were anxious to expostmate 
with him against venturing out in the darkness of night to 
encounter a ferocious elephant. Impatient at being thus 
interrupted he knocked down one of the wafthmen, who fell 
dead at his feet, and the others running away, he broke the 
lock of the gate, and escaped. He immediately opposed 
himself to the enormous animal, which looked like a mountain, 
and kept roaring like the river Nil. Regarding him with a 
cautious and steady eye, he gave a loud shout, and fearlessly 
struck him a blow, with such strength and vigour, that the 
iron mace was bent almost double. The elephant trembled, 
and soon fell exhausted and lifeless in the dust. When it was 
communicated to Z^\ that Rustem had killed the animal with 
one blow, he was amazed, and fervently returned thanks to 
heaven. He called him to him, and kissed him, and said*: 
“ My darling boy, thou art indeed unequalled in valour and 
magnanimity.” 

Then it occurred to Z^l that Rustem, after such an achieve- 
ment, would be a proper person to take vengeance on the 
enemies of his grandfather Nitrimdn, who was sent by Feridun 
with a large army against an enchanted fort situated upon the 
mountain Sipund, and who whilst endeavouring to effect his 
object, was killed by a piece of rock thrown down from above 





by tbe besieged. The fort,* which w^tg ipany miles high, 
inclosed beautiM lawns of the freshest verdure, and delightful 
gardens abounding with fruit and flowers ; it was also full of 
treasure. Sjim, on hearing of the fate of his father, was deeply 
afilicted, and in a short time proceeded against the fort himself ; 
but he, was surrounded by a trackless desert. He knew not 
what course to pursue ; n^ a being was ever seen to enter or 
come out of the gates, and, after spending months and years 
in fruitless endeavours, he was compelled to retire from the 
appalling enterprize in despair. Now,” said Zdl to Rustem, 
“ the time is come, and the remedy is at hand ; thou art yet 
unknown, and may easily accomplish our purpose.” Rustem 
agreed to the proposed adventure, and according to his father^ 
advice, assumed the dress and character of a salt-merchant, 
prepared a caravan of camels, and secreted arms for himself 
and companions among the loads of salt. Every thing being 
ready they set 50F, and it was not long before they reached the 
fort on the mountain Sipund. Salt being a precious article, and 
much wanted, as soon as the garrison knew that it was for sale, 
the gates were opened ; and then was Rustem seen, together 
wijl^ his warriors, surrounded by men, women, and children, 
anxiously making their purchases, some giving clothes in 
exchange, some gold, and some silver, without fear or suspicion. 

But when the night came on, and it was dark, 

Bust#m impatient drew his warriors forth, 

And moved towards the mansion of the chief— 

But not unheard. The unaccustomed noise, 

^ Announcing warlike menace and attack. 

Awoke the Kotw41, who sprung up to meet 
Che peril threatened by the invading foe. 

Bustem meanwhile uplifts his ponderous mace, 

And cleaves his head, and scatters on the ground 


* The fort called Eillah Suffeed, lies about seventy-six miles north-west of 
the city of Shiraz. It is of an oblong form, and encloses a level space at the 
top of the mountain, which is covered with delightful verdure, and watered 
by numerous springs. The ascent is near three miles, and for the last five or 
six hundred yards, the summit is so diflScult of approach, that the ali g li t eiit 
oppositian, if well directed, must render it impregnable. 



THE a pj(g KiUEH. 69 

I 

The ifiddPflf the garrison 

Are ontheV^rt, all hasitening to the spot 
Whei'e battle ragefl ; midst the deepened gloom 
Flash sparkling swoids, which shew the crimson earth • 

Bright as the ruby. 

f 

Rostcm continued fighting with the people the fort all 
night, and, just aa morning dawned, he discoyered tjie chief 
and slew him. Those who survived,* then escaped, and not one 
of the inhabitants remained within the walls alive. Eustem^s 
next object was to enter the governor’s mansion. It was built 
of stone, and the gate, which was made of iron, he burst open 
with his battle-axe, and advancing onward, he discovered a 
temple, constructed with infinite skill and science, beyond the 
power of mortal inan, and which contained amazing wealtJ^ in 
jewels and gold. All the warriors gathered for themselves as 
much treasure as they could carry away, and more than 
imagination can conceive ; and Rustem wrote^to Ziil to know 
his further commands on the subject of the capture. ZAl, 
overjoyed at the result of the enterprise, replied ; 

Thou hast illumed the soul of N&rim&n, 

Now in the blissful bowers of Paradise, 

By punishing his foes with fire and sword. 


He then recommended him to load all the camels with as much 
of the invaluable property as could be removed, and bring it 
away, and then bum and destroy the whole place, leaving not 
a single vestige ; and the command having been strictly com- 
plied with, Rustem retraced his steps to Zabulistin. 

On his return Zil pressed him to his heart, • 

And paid him public honours. The fond mother 
Kissed and embraccil her darling son, and all 
Uniting, showered their blessings on bis head. 
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DEATH OF MINtrCHIHR 

To MintHchilir wo now must tnm again, 

And mark close of his illustrious reign. 


The •king had flourished one hundred and twenty years, 
when now the astrologers ascertained that the period of his 
departure from this life was at hand. 


They told him of that day of bitterness, 

Which would obscure the splendour of his throne ; 

And Slid — “ The time approaches, thou must go, 
Doubtless to Heaven. Think what thou hast to do ; 
And be it done before the damp cold earth 
Inshrine thy body. Let not sudden death 
O’ertake thee, ere thou art prepared to die 1 ” 

Warned by the wise, he called his courtiers round him, 
And thus he counselled Nauder : — “ 0, my sou I 
* Fix not 4hy heart upon a regal crown, 

For this va4n world is fleeting as the wind ; 

The pain and sorrows of twice sixty years 
Have I endured, though happiness and joy 
Ha »'c also been my portion. I have fought 
111 many a battle, vanquished many a foe } 

Tty Feriddn’s commands 1 girt my loins, 

And his advice has ever been my guide. 

I hull d just vengeance on the tyrant-brotlicrs 
Sclim and Tdr, who slew the gentle Irij ; 

And cities have I built, and made the tree 
Which yielded poison, teem with wholesome fruit. 

And now to thee the kingdom I resign, 

Thaf kingdom which belonged to Fenddn, 

And thou wilt be the sovereign of the wmld I 
Dal turn not from the w'oit>hip of thy God, 

That sacred worship Moses taught, the best 
all the prophets ; turn not from the path 
*0f purost holiness, thy father’s choice. 

“ My son, events of peril are before thee ; 

1 hy enemy will come in fierce array, 

Fiom the wild mountains of Tdrdn, the son 
Of Poshang, the invader. In that hour 
Of danger, seek the aid of Sdm and Zdl, 

And that young branch just blossoming ; Tdrdn 
Will then have no safe buckleiLo f defence, 

None to protect it from meir^nquering arms.” 

Thus spoke the sire prophetic to his son, 

And both were moved to tears. Again the king 
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Bfisumed his warning voice : “ Nauder, I charge thee 
Place not thy trust upon a world like this,* 

Where nothing fixed remains. The caravan 
Goes to another city, one to-day, 

The next, to-morrow, each observes its turn 
And time appointed — mine has come at losti 
And 1 must travel on the destined road." 

At the period Miniichihr uttered ijiis exhortation, ITe was 
entirely free from indisposition, but he shortly afterwards closed 
his eyes in death. 


NAUDER. 

Upon the jlfimigp of Miniichihr, Nauder ascended the throne, 
and commencedma reign in the most promising manner ; but 
before two months had passed, he neglected the counsels of his 
father, and betrayed the despotic character of his heart. To 
such an extreme did he carry his oppression, that to escape 


* The PeisLin poets, and particularly Firdausi, are eminently distinguished 
for theii apixisite and striking reflections on fate and on the instability of 
worldly grandeur. The portion of the Sh6h Nimeh which contains the history 
of Jemshid, abounds in beautiful and philosophical observation!, conveyed in 
all the enchanting sweetness of harmonious versification. The declension of 
Jemshid 's glory, occasioned by his Impious ambition to rival the Deity, and 
his subsequent wanderings, afibrded a rich subject for our i)oet’s peculiav 
vein. Sadi U also peculiarly successful in the same moral spirit. When the 
pure and spotleas soul is about to depart, of what importance is ir whether 
we expire upon a throne or upon the bare ground 1 " 

Thus Horace : 

Tall ilia mors oaquo pulsat pede paupeium taberuas, 

Begumqiio turres. I. Op. iv. 13. 


And Young ; 


What tbougli we wade In wealth or soar in fame I 
Kurih't. lilghest station ends in hen helieal 
And duift to dust concludes her noblust song. 
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from his violence, the people .induced to solicit other 
princes to come and take possessicm of ^tbe empire. The 
courtiers laboured under the greatest^ embarrassment, their 
monarch being solely occupied in extorting money from his 
subjects, and aidassing wealth for his own coffers. Nauder 
was not long jn perceiving the dissatisfaction that universally 
prevaitsd, and, anticipating, not only an immediate revolt, but 
an invading army, soliciS^, according to his father's advice, 
the assistance of ^m, then at M^inderdn. The complaints of 
the people, however, reached Silm before the arrival of the 
messenger, and when he received the letter, he was greatly 
distressed on account of the extreme severity exercised by the 
new king. The champion, in consequence, proceeded forth- 
with from Mdzinderjln to Persia, and when he entered the 
capital, he was joyously welcomed, and at once entreated by 
the people to take the sovereignty upon himself. It was said 
of Nauder ; ^ 

The gloom of tyranny has hid 
The light his father’s counsel gave ; 

The hope of life is lost amid 
The desolation of the grave. 

The world is withering in his thrall, 

Exhausted by his iron sway ; 

Do thou ascend the throne, and all 
Will cheerfully thy will obey. 

But ISdm said, “No ; I should then be ungrateful to Miniichihr, 
a traitor, and Heservedly offensive in the eyes of God. Nauder 
is the king, and I am bound to do him swvice, although he 
has de^orably departed from the- advice of bis father.” He 
then soothed the alarm and irritation of the chiefs, and en- 
gaging to be a mediator upon the unhappy occasion, brought 
them to a more pacific tone of thinking, .^ter this he imme- 
diately repaired to Nauder, who received him with, great favour 
and kindness. “0 king,” said he, “only keep Feridiin in 
remembrance, and govern the empire in such a manner that 
thy name may be honoured by thy subjects; for, be well 
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assured, that he ^ho has a just estimate of the world, will 
never look upon it as his place of rest. It is but an inn, 
where all travellers nieet on their way to eternity, but must 
not remain. The wise consider those who fix their affections 
on this life, as utterly devoid of reason and refiection : 

Fleasaie, and pomp, and wealth may be obtained— 

And eve^ want luxuriously suppled ; 

But suddenly, without a moment's warning, 

Death comes, and hurls the monarch from his throne, 

His crown and sceptre scattering in the dust. 

He who is satisfied with earthly joys, 

Can never know the blessedness of Heaven ; 

His soul must still be dark. Why do the gc^ 

Suffer in this world, but to be pr^ared 
For future rest and happiness ? The name 
Of Feridiin is honoured among men, 

Whilst curses load the memory of Zoh^k.” 

This intercession of Sdm produced an entire change in the 
government of Nauder, who promised, in futwe, to rifle his 
people according to the principles of Hiisheng, and Feridiin, 
and Miniichihr. The chiefs and captains of the army were, 
in consequence, contented, and the kingdom reunited itself 
under hft sway. 

In the mean time, however, the news of the death df 
Miniichihr, together with Nauder’s injustice and severity, and 
the disaffection of his people, had reached Tiirdn, of which 
country Poshang, a descendant from Tiir, was then the sovereign. 
Poshang, who had been unable to make a singlS successful 
hostile movement during the life of Miniichihr, at once con- 
ceived this to be a fit opportunity of taking revenge for tho 
blood of Selim and Tiir, and every appearance seeming to be 
in his favour, he called before him his heroic son Afijisiyib, 
and explained to him his purpose and views. It was not diffi- 
cult to inspire the youthful mind of Afr^iyjlh with the senti- 
ments he himself cherished, and a large army was Immediately 
collected to take the field against Nauder. Poshang was proud 
of the chivalrous spirit and |ympptihi<y displayed by his son, 
who is said to have been as strong as a lion, or an elephant, and 



74 


THE 6HAH NAMEH. 


whose shadow extended miles. His tonguei was like a bright 
sword, and his heart as bounteous as the ocean, and his hands 
like*the donds when rain falls to gladden the thirsty earth. 
Aghrlras, the brother of AfrisiyiLb, however, was not so pre- 
cipitate. He cautioned his father to be prudent, for though 
Persia could ^o longer boast of the presence of Miniichihr, 
still the great warrior and Kilrun, and Garsh^p, were 
living, and Poshang had only to look at the result of the wars 
in which Selim and Tdr were involved, to be convinced that » 
the existing conjuncture required mature deliberation. “ It 
would be better,” said he, “ not to begin the contest at all, 
than to bring ruin and desolation on our own country.” 
f oshang, on the contrary, thought the time peculiarly fit aSd 
iS^ting, and contended that, as Miniichihr took vengeance for 
the blood of his grandfather, so ought Afrilsiydb to take ven- 
geance for his. “ The grandson,” he said, “ who refuses to do 
this act of jusfcicc, is unworthy of his family. There is nothing 
to apprehend from the effoits of Nauder, who is an inex- 
perienced vouth, nor from the valour of his warriors. AfrAsiyiib 
is brave and powerful in war, and thou must accompany him 
and share the glory.” After this no further observation was 
o*&cred, and the martini preparations were completed. 


ABBASIYAB marches against NAUDER. 

The brazen drums on the elephants wem sounded as the 
signal of departure, and the army proceeded rapidly to its 
destination, overshadowing the earth in its progress. AfrilsiyAb 
had penetrated as far as the Jihdn before Nauder was aware of 
his approach. Upon receiving this intelligence of the activity 
of the enemy, the warriors of the Persian army immediately 
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moved in that direction, end on their arrival at Dehstiin, pre- 
pai'ed for battle. 

Afr^ij^b despatched thirty thonsand of his troops under the 
command of Shimasas and Khazerv^n to Z^bulisUn, to act 
against Zdl, having heard on his march of th*e death of the 
illustrious ^m. and advanced himself upon DehsItfLn with four 
hundred thousand soldiers, covering tl^ ground like swarms of 
ants and locusts. He soon discovered that Nauder’s forces did 
not exceed one hundred and forty thousand men, and wrote to 
Poshang, his father, in high spirits, especially on account of not 
having to contend against Siim, the warrior, and informed him 
that he had detached Shimasas against Z^ibulistdn. When the 
anllies had approached to within two leagues of each other, 
BirmAn, one of the Tdrinian chiefs, offered to challenge any oifly‘ 
of the enemy to single combat : but Aghriras objected to it, not 
wishing that so valuable a hero should run the hazard* of dis- 
comfiture. At this Afrdsiytib was very indignant^ and directed 
Biiimin to follow the bent of his own inclinations, 

“ ’Ti3 not for us to shrink from Persian fooj 
, Put on thy armour, and prepare thy bow.” 


Accordingly the challenge was given. Kirun looked round, 
and the only person who answered the call was the aged Kobad, 
his brother. Kdrun and Kob^ were both sons of Kivah, the 
blacksmith, and both leaders in the Persian army^ No per- 
suasion could restrain Kobid from the unequal conflict. He 
resisted all the entreaties of Kdrun, who said to him, — 

“ 0, should thy hoary locks be stained with blood, 

Thy legions will be overwhelmed with grief, 

And, in despair, decline the coming battle.” 

But what was the reply of brave Kob&d ? 

“ Brother, this body, this frail tenement, 

Belongs to death. No living man has ever 
Gone up to Heaven— for all are doomed to die. — 

Some by the sword, the dagger, or the spear, 

And some, devoured by roaring beasts of prey ; 

Borne peacefully upon their beds, and others 
Bnntched suddenly from life, endure the lot 
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Ordained by the Creator, U ^ p0xiflhi 
Does not my brother live, my ziii^le brother, 

To bury me beneath a Warridr's tomb, 

And bless my memory f.” 

Saying this, he Wished forward, and the two warriors met in 
desperate comfliot. The straggle lasted all day ; at last Bdirm^a 
threii»a stone at his' antagonist with sneh force, that KobM in 
receiving the blow fell meless from his horse. When Kdrun 
saw that his brother was slain, he brought forward his whol^ 
army to be revenged upon the enemy for the death of Kobiid. 
Afrisiyilb himself advanced to the charge, and the encoutitcr 
was dreadful. The soldiers who fell among the Tiintnians 
could not be numbered, but the Persians lost fifty thousand 
'^fucn. 


Loud neighed the steeds, and their resounding hoofs, 

Shook the deep caverns of th(5 earth ; the dust 
Ivo«e UD in clouds and hid the azure heavens — 

Prighrbeamed the swords, and in that carnaec wide, 

Blood flowed like water. Night alone divided 
The hostile armies. 

» 

Wlicn the battle ceased Kdrun fell back upon Dehstin, and 
communicated his misfortune to Nander, who lamented the 
loss of Kobsld, even more than that of Sim. In the morning 
Karun again took t^e field against Afrasiyib, and the conflict 
was again terrible. Nauder boldly opposed himself to the 
enemy, anfl singling out Afrisiyib, the two heroes fought with 
great braveij till night again put an end to the engagement. 

, The Persian army had suffered most, and Nauder retired to his 
tent ijisappointed, fatigued, and sorrowful. He then called to 
mind the words of Minuchihr, and called for his two sons, Tus 
and Gustahem. With melancholy forebodings he directed them 
to return to Irin, with his8hubistan,or domestio establishment, 
and take refuge on the mountain Alberz, in the hope that some 
one of the race of Feridiin might survive the general ruin wliich 
seemed to be approaching. 

The armies rested two days, On the third the jevef- 
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noise of 4^018 and trumpets announced the recom- 
mencement of the battle. On the Persian side Shahpiir had 
been appointed in the room of Eob^ld, and Bdrmd.n &nd 
Shiwsiz led the right and left of the Ttir^nians pnder Airiisijdb. 

From dawn to sun-set, mountain, plain, and stvam. 

Were hid from view ; the earth, beneath the tread 
Of myriads, groaned ; and when the javelins cast 
Long shadows on the plain at even tide, 

The Tartar host had won the victory ; 

And many a Persian chief fell on that day 
Shahpilir himself was slain. 

When Nauder and Edrun saw the unfortunate result of the 
battle, they again fell back upon Dehstdn, and secured them- ^ 
selves in the fort. Afrdsiydb in the mean time dispatcheT 
Kardkhdn to Irdn, through the desert, with a body of horse- 
men, for the purpose of intercepting and capturing the 
shubistan of Nauder. As soon as Edrun beard of *this 

expedition he was all on fire, and proposed to pursue the 
squadron under Kanikhdn, and frustrate at once the object 
which the enemy had in view ; and' though Nauder was un- 
favourable to this movement, Kdrun, supported by several of 
the chiefs and a strong volunteer force, set off at midnight,* 
without permission, on this important enterprise. It was not 
long before they reached the Duz-i-Sup^ or white fort, of 
which Gustahem was the governor, and falling in with Bdrmdn, 
who was also pushing forward to Persia, Kdrun, in revenge for 
his brother Kobdd, sought him out, and dared him to single 
combat He threw his javelin with such might, that his • 
antagonist was driven furiously from his horse ; and«then, 
dismounting, he cut off his head, and hung it at his saddle- 
bow. After this he attacked and defeated the Tartar troops, 
and continued his march towards Irdn. 

Nauder having found that Kdrun had departed, immediately 
followed, and Afrdsiydb was not long in pursuing him. The 
Tdrdnians at length came up with Nauder, and attacked him 
with great vigour. The unfortunate king, unable to ^anr the 
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onset, fell into the hands of his enemies, together with upwards 
of one thousand of his famous warriors. 

I-ong fought they, Nauder and the Tartar-chief, 

And th» thick dust which rose from either host, 

Darkened the rolling HeaTens. Afrdsiy&b 
Seised by ,the girdle-belt the Persian king, 

And furious, dragged him from his foaming horse. 

With him a thousand warriors, high in name. 

Were taken on the field ; and every legion, 

Captured whilst flying from the victor’s brand. 

Such are the freaks of Fortune : friend and foe 
Alternate wear the crown. The world itself 
T'j an ingenious juggler — every moment 
Playing some novel trick ; exalting one 
In pomp and splendour, crushing down another. 

As if in sport, — and death the end of all I 


After the achievement of this victory Afrilsiyiib directed 
that Kitrun should be pursued and attacked wherever he might 
be found ; bu4 when he heard that he had hurried on for the 
protection of the shubistan, and had conquered and slain 
Bdrmdn, he gnawed his hands with rage. The reign of 
Nauder lasted only seven years. After him AfrdaiyAb was the 
master of Persia. • 


afeAsiyAb. 

It has already been said that Shimasds and Khazerviin were 
sent by AfrdsijAb with thirty thousand men against KUbul and 
Z^lbnl, and when ZH heard of this movement he forthwith 
united with Mihr^b the chief of Kitbul, and having first 
collected a large army in SisUn, had a conflict with the two 
Tartar generals. 
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Zdl promptlf jkofifid himself in war attire, 

And, mounted like a hero, to the field 
Hastened, his soldiers frowning on their steeds. 

Now Ehazerrdn grasps his hnge battle-axe, 

And, his broad smeld extending, at one blow 
Shivers the mail of Zdl, who calls alond • 

As, like a lion, to the fight he springs. 

Armed with his father's mace. Sternly he loola 
And with the fury of a dragon, drives 
The weapon through his adversary’s head, 

Staining the ground with streaks of blood, resembling 
The waving stripes upon a tiger’s back. 

At this time Bnstem was confined at home with the small 
pox. Upon the death of Khazervdn, Shimasds thirsted to be 
re^^nged ; but when Zdl meeting him raised his mace, and 
began to close, the chief became alarmed and turned back, 
all his squadrons followed his example] 

Fled Shimasds, and all his fighting train, 

Like herds by tempests scattered o*er the p^in. 

Zdl set off in pursuit, and slew a great number of the 
cnein;^; but when Afrdsiydb w’as made acquainted with tliis 
defeat, h(f immediately released Nauder from his fetters, and in 
his nigc instantly deprived him of life. 

He struck him and so de.'idly was the blow, 

Breath left the^body in a moment’s space. 

After this, Afrdsiydb tnnied his vierws toward? Tiis and 
Gustahem in the hope of getting them into his hands ; but as 
soon as they received intimation of his object, the two brothci’8 3 
retired from Irdn, and went to Sistdn to live under th^ pro- 
tection of Zdl. The champion received them with due respect 
and honour. Kdmm also went, with all the warriors and 
people who had l^een supported by Nauder, and co-operated 
with Zdl, who encouraged them with the hopes of future 
success. Zdl, however, considered that both Tiis and Gustahem 
w’ere still of a tender age— that a monarch of extraordinary 
wisdom and energy was required to oppose Afrdsiydb— that he 



§0 


THE R TTATt KAMEH, 


himself was not of the blood of the Kais,inor fit fon the duties 
of sovereignty, and, therefore, he turned his thoughts towards 
Aghriras, the younger brother of AfiAsiy^b, distinguished as 
he was for his, valour, prudence, and humanity, and to whom 
Poshang, his father^ had given the government of Eai. To 
him ZiU seA; an envoy, saying, that if he would proceed to 
Sistdfi, he should be supplied with ample resources to place him 
on the throne of Persia; that by the co-operation of Zill 
an*d all his warriors the conquest would be eaj^, and that* 
there would be no difficulty in destroying the power of 
AMsiyjib. Aghriras accepted the offer, and immediately pro- 
ceeded from his kingdom of Ral towards Slstdn. On ^his 
^ arrival at Bdbel, Afrdsiydb heard of his ambitious plans, and 
Tost no time in assembling his army and marching to arrest the 
progress of his brother. Aghriras, unable to sustain a battle, 
had recourse to negociation and a conference, in which 
Afrdsiyjlb saiti to him, What rebellious conduct is this, of 
which thou art guilty ? Is not the country of Ral sufficient 
for thee, that thou art thus aspiring to be a great king ? ” 
Aghriras replied : Why reproach and insult me tlyis ? Art 
thou not ashamed to accuse another of rebellious conduct ? 

Shame might have held thy tongue ; reprove not me 
In bitterness ; God did not give thee power 
To injure man, and surely not thyTdn.” 

Afrdsiydb, enraged at this reproo f. 

Kfepli^ by a foul deed — hegrasp^ his sword, 

And with remorseless fury ^ew nis brother 1 

When intelligence of this cruel catastrophe came to Zal’s 
ears, fle exclaimed : “ Now indeed has the empire of Afriisiydb 
arrived at its crisis : 

Yes, yes, the tyi’ant’s throne is tottering now, 

And past Is all his glory." 

Then Z^l bound his loins in hostility against Afriisiyiib, and 
gathering together all his warriors, resolved upon t^ing 
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revenge for the death of Nauder, and expelling the tyrant fronr 
Persia. Neither Tiis nor Oustahem being yet capable ol 
sustaining the cares and duties of the throne, his anxiety* war 
to obtain the assistance of some one of the rage of Feridun. 

These youths were for imperial rule unfit ; 

A king of royal lineage and worth 
The state required, and none couid he remember 
Bare Tahmasp's son, descended from the blood 
Of Fcridiin. 


ZAU. 

• 

At the time when Selim and Tiir were killed, *Tahmasp, the 
son of Selim, fled from the country and took refuge in an 
island, where he died, and left a son named Zau. Ziil sent 
Kimn, tjie son of Kivah, attended by a proper escort, with 
overtures to Zau, who readily complied, and was under favour-- 
able circumstances seated upon the thronC' : 

Speedily, in arms. 

He led his troops to Persia, fought, and won 
A kingdom, by his power and bravery — 

And happy was the day when princely Zau 
\V as plac^ upon that throne of sovereignty ; 

All breathed their prayers upon his future reign, 

And o’er his head (the customary rite) 

Shower’d gold and jewels. 


'When he had subdued the country, ne turned his arms 
against Afrdsiycib, who in consequence of losing the co-operation 
of the Persians, and not being in a state to encounter a 
superior force, thought it prudent to retreat, and return to his 
father. The reign of Zau lasted five years, after which he 
died, and was succeeded by his son Garslntsp. 
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garshAsp.. 

Giirsliasp, whilst in his minority, being unacquainted with 
the aflkirs of government, abided in all things by the judgment 
and counsels Zil. When Afirdsiyiib arrived at TdrAn, his 
father yas in great distress and anger on account of the in- 
human murder of AghrlrSs ; and so exceedingly did he grieve, 
that he would not endure his presence. 

And when AfrAsiyAb returned, his sire, 

Poshang, in grief, refused to see his face. 

To him the day oiE hnppiness and joy 

Hnd been obscured by the dark clouds of night ; 

And thus he said : “ Why didst thou, why didst thou 
In power supreme, without pretence of guilt, 

With thy own hand his precious life destroy ? 

AVhy hast thou shed thy innocent brother’s blood? 

In this life thou art nothing now to me ; 

Away, l^must not see thy face again.” 

Afnlsiyiib continued offensive and despicable in the mind of 
his father t'dl he heard that Garshisp was unequal to rule over 
Persia, and then thinking he could turn the warlike jspirit of 
Afrilsiyilb to advantage, he forgave the crime of his son. He 
forthwith collected an immense army, and sent him again to 
effect the conquest of Irdn, under the pretext of avenging tlie 
death of Selim and Tur. 

« 

AfrAsiydb a mighty army raised, 

And passing plain and river, mountain high, 

And desert wild, filled all the Persian realm 
With consternation, universal di-ead. 


The chief authorities of the country applied to Zitl as tlieir 
only remedy against the invasion of Afrilsiyjlb. 

They said to ZAl, “ How ca^ is the task 
I 'or thee to grasp the world — then, since thou canst 
Aff{)itl us succour, yield the blessing now ; 

For, 1o 1 the King AfrAsiyib has come, 

In all Ids power and overwhelming might,” 
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Z^l replied that^he had on this occasion appointed Rustem 
to command the army, an^ to oppose the invasion of Afriisiyilb. 

And thus the warrior Zdl to Bostem spoke — 

Strong as an elephant thon art, my son, 

Surpassing thy oompanions, and 1 now 
Foruwam thee that a difficult epprize. 

Hostile to ease or sleep, demand thy (^rc. 

Tis true, of'battles thou canst nothing know, 

But what am 1 to do ? This is no Umo 
For banquetting. and yet thy lips still breathe 
The scent of milk, a proof of infancy ; 

Thy heart pants after gladness and the sweet 
Endearments of domestio life ; can I 
Then send thee to the war to cope with heroes 
Burning with wrath and vengeance? ” Rustem said, — 

Mistake me not, I have no ^vish, not I, 

For soft endearments, nor domestic life, 

Nor home-felt joys. This chest, these nervous limbs, 

Denote far other objects of pursuit, 

Than a luxurious life of case and pleasure.” 

Ziil having taken great pains in the instruction of Rustem 
in warlike exercises, and the rules of battle, found infinite 
aptitude in the boy, and his activity and skill seemed to be 
superior to his own. He thanked God for the comfort it gave 
him, and was glad. Then Rustem asked his father for a 
suitable mace ; and seeing the huge weapon which was bori.u 
by the great Siim, he took it up, and it answered his pui-pose 
Exactly. 

Wlien the young hero saw the macc of Sam 
He smiled with pleasure, and his heart rejoiccj|l ; 

And paying homage to ius father Zdl, 

The champion of the age, asked for a steed 
Of coiTcsponding power, that he might use 
I’hat famous club with added force and vigour. 

Zal shewed him all the horses in his possession, and iTiislcm 
tried many, but found hot one of sufficient strength to suit 
nim. At liist his eyes' fell upon a mare followed by a of 
groat promise, beauty, and strength. 

Seeing that foal, whose bright and glossy t'k’u 
Was dappled o'er, like blossoms of the rose 
Vpon a saffron laivn, Rustem prepared 
His noose, and held it ready in his hand, 

0 2 
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The groom recommended him to Becure^ the |2^, as it was 
the offspring of Abreah, bom of a Dlw, or Demon, and called 
Rakash. The dam had killed several' persouB who attempted 
to seize her young one. 

Now Busiem flings the noose, and suddenly 
Rakflsh secures. Meanwhile the furious mare 
Attacks him, eager with her pointed teeth 
To crush his brain— but, stunned by his loud cry, 

She stops in wonder. Then with clenched hand 
He smites her on the head and neck, and doAvn 
She tumbles, struggling in the pangs of death. 

Rakush, however, though with the noose round his neck, 
was not so easily subdued ; but kept dragging and pnlligg 
'^iustem, as if by a tether , and it was a considerable time before 
the animal could be reduced to subjection. At last, Rustem 
thanked Heaven that he had obtained the very horse he 
wanted. 


“ Now am I with my horec prepared to join 
The field of warriors ! ” Thus the hero said, 
And placed the saddle on his charger. Zdi 
Beheld him with delight, — his withered heart 
Glowing with summer freshness. Open then 
He threw his treasury, — thoughtless of tlie past 
Or f\iture— present joy absorbing all 
II is faculties, and thriUing every nerve. 


In a short time Zal sent Rustem with a prodigious army 
against AfrSsiyib, and two days afterwards set off himself and 
joined his son. Afrasiyjib said, “ The son is but a boy, and the 
father is old ; I shall have no difficulty in recovering the 
cmpir%of Persia.” These observations having reached Zdl, 
he pondered deeply, considering that^^Garsb^p would not be 
ible to contend against Afriisiy^b, and that no other prince of 
the race of Feriddn was known to be in existence. However, 
he dispatched people in eveiy quarter to gather information on 
the subject, and at length Kai-kobdd was understood to be 
residing in obscurity on the mountain Alberz, distinguished for 
his wisdom and valour, and his qualificatioqs for thp exercise of 
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soverci^ power. 'Zil therefore recommended rtiistein to pro- 
ceed to Alberz, and bring him from his concealment. 

Thus Zdl to Rustem spoke, “ Go forth, my, son, 

And speedily perform this pressing duty, 

To linger would be dan^rous. Say to him, 

‘ The army is prepared — the throne is ready. 

And thou alone, of the Kaidnian race, 

Deemed fit for sovereign ruloi^ " 

Rustem accordingly mounted Rakush, and accompanied by a 
powerful force, pursued his way towards the mountain Alberz ; 
and though the road was infested by the troops of Afriisiydb, 
he valiantly overcame every difficulty that was opposed to his 
progress. On reaching the vicinity of Alberz, he observed ^ 
beautiful spot of ground studded with luxuriant trees, and 
watered by glittering There too, sitting upon a throne, 

placed in the shade on the flowery margin of a stream, he 
saw a young man, surrounded by a company •of friends and 
attendants, and engaged at a gorgeous entertainment. Rustem, 
when he came near, was hospitably invited to partake of the 
feast : but this he declined, saying, that he was on an important 
mission to Alberz, which forbade the enjoyment of any pleasure 
till his task was accomplished ; in short, that he was in search 
of Kai-kobild : but upon being told that he would there receive 
intelligence of him, he alighted and approached the bank of the 
stream where the company was assembled. The young man 
who was seated upon the golden throne took hold of the hand 
of Rustem, and filling up a goblet with wine, gave another to 
his guest, and asked him at whose command or suggestion h» 
was in search of Eai-kob^d. Rustem replied, that he sent 
by his father Ziil, and frankly communicated to him the special 
object they had in view. The young man, delighted with the 
information, immediately discovered himself, acknowledged that 
he was Eai-kob^, and then Rnstem respectfully hailed him as 
the sovereign of Persia. 

The banquet was lesumed again— 

And, hai'k, the softly warbled strain, 
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As harp ani flute, in union street, 

'J'lic voices of the sinjiferB hjeet 
The black*eyed damsels novv display , 
Their art in many an arhorobs lay ; 
Andrew the song is loud and clear. 
And speaks of Rustem’s welcome here. 
jiTiiis is a day, a glorious day, 

That drives ungenial thoughts away ; 
This is a day ^ make us glad, 

Since Rustem comes for Kai-kobtld ; 

(), let ns pass our time in ^Icc, 

And talk of Jcmshld’s majesty, 

The pomp and glory of his reign, 

And still the sparkling goblet drain.— 
Come, Sakl, fill the wine-cnp high, 

And let not even its brim be dry ; 

For n,nne alone has power to part 
The rust of sorrow from the heart. 
Drink to the king, in merry mood, 

Since fortune smiles, and wine is good ; 

red wine is better far 
'J han shedding blocMi in strife, or war ; 
Man is but dust, and why should he 
Become a fire of enmity ? 

Drink deep, all other cares resign. 

For what can vie with ruby wine ? ” 


^In this manner ran the song of the revellers. After which, 
and being rather merry with wine, Kai-kobild told Rustem of 
the dream that had induced him to descend from his place of 
refuge on Alberz, and to prepare a banquet on the occasion. 
He dreamt t]ie night before that two white fiilcons from Persia 
placed a splendid crown upon his head, and this vision was in- 
terpreted by Rustem as symbolical of his father and himself, 
Who at that moment were engaged in investing him with 
kingly ^ower. The hero then solicited the young sovereign to 
hasten his departure for Persia, and preparations were made 
vithout delay. They travelled night and day, and fell in with 
Averal detachments of the enemy, which were easily repulsed 
:)y the valour of Rustem. The fiercest attack proceeded from 
Keliin, one of AfrisiyAb’s warriors, near the confines of Persia, 
wlio in the encounter used his spear with great dexterity and 
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Hilt Bastcin Vitb his jAvelin sooii transfixed 
The Tartar knl$!:ht — who in the eyes of all 
Looked like a spitted chicken— down he sunk, 

And all his soldiers fied in wild dismay. 

'1 hen Bustem turned aside, and found a spot 

\\ iiere verdant meadows smiled, and streamlets flowed, 

Inviting w'eary travellers to rest. 

There they awhile remained — ^and when the siuf 
Went clown . and night had darkened all the sky, 

The champion joyfully pursued hil way, 

And brought the monarch to his father’s house. 

— Seven days they sat in council — on the eighth 
Young Kai-kobd(l was crowned— and placed upon 
The ivory throne in presence of his warriors, 

Who all besought him to commence the war 
Against the Tartar prince, Afrdsiydb. 


kai-kobAd. 

Kai-k«bdd having been raised to the throne at a council of 
the warriors, and advised to oppose the progress of Afrilsiyih, 
immediately assembled his army. Mihrib, the ruler of Kiibul, 
was appointed to one wing, and Gustahem to the other — tic 
centre was given to Kdrun and Kishwiid, and Rustem was placed 
in front, Zal with Kai-kobdd remaining in the reaf. The glo- 
rious standard of Kavah streamed upon the breeze. 

On the other side, Afrisiyiib prepared for battle, assisted bj; 
his heroes Akbis, Wisah, Shimassis, and Gerslwaz ; and sg great 
was the clamour and confusion which proceeded from both 
armies, that earth and sky seemed blended .together.* The 
clattering of hoofs, the shrill roar of trampets, the rattle of 

* The numerical Btrength of the Persian and Tfir&nian forces appears pro- 
digious on all occasions, but nothing when compared with tlie army under 
Xerxes at Therniopylsc, which, with the numerous retinue of servants, 
eunuchs, and women that attended it, is said to have amounted to no less 
than 5,283,220 souls. 
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brazen drums, and the vivid glittering of sptear and shield, pro- 
duced indescribable tumult and splendour. 

KArun was the first in action, and he brought many a here- 
to the ground. f[e singled out Shimasiis ; and after a desperate 
struggle, laid him breathless on the field. Rustem, stimulated 
by these explbits, requested his father, ZiLI, to point out AfriL- 
Biyjib,*’that he might encounter him ; but Zdl endeavoured to 
dissuade him from so hopeless an effort, saying, 

“ My 8on, be vi'ise, and peril not thyself ; 

Black is his banner, and his cuirass black — 

His limbs are cased in iron — on his head 
He wears an iron helm — and high before him 
Floats the black ensign ; equal in his might 
To ten strong men, he never in one place 
Remains, but everywhere displays his power. 

The crocodile has in the rolling stream 
No safety ; and a mountain, formed of steel, 

Even at the mention of AfrdsiyAb, 

Melts into water. Then, beware of him.” 

Rustem replied : — “ Be not alarmed for me— 

My heart, my arm, my dagger, are my castle, 

And Heaven befriends me— let him but appear. 

Dragon or Demon, and the field is mine." 

Then Rustem valiantly urged Rakush towards the^iirdnian 
army, and called out aloud. As soon as Afrdsiydb beheld him, 
he inquired who he could be, and he was told, “ This is Rustem, 
the son of Ztil. Seest thou not in his hand the battle-axe of 
Slim ? Tlje youth has come in search of I'enown.” When the 
combatants closed, they struggled for some time together, and 
at length Rustem seized the girdle-belt of his antagonist, and 
" threw him from his saddle. He wished to drag tlic captive as 
a trophy to Eai-kob^, that his first great victory might bo 
remembered, but unfortunately the belt gave way, and Afhl- 
siyilb fell on the ground. Immediately the fallen chief was 
surrounded and rescued by his own warriors, but not before 
Rustem had snatched off his crown, and carried it away with 
the broken girdle which was left in Ms hand. And now a 
general engagement took place. Rustem being reinforced by 
the advance of the king, with Zill and Mihnlb at Ms side, — 
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Both armicsj^eincd so closclj wagin;;: war. 

Thou wouldst have said,* that they were mixed together. 
The earth shook with the tramping of the steeds, 

Battled the drums ; loud clamours from the troops, 
Echoed around, and from the iron grasp 
Of warriors, many a life w'as spent in air. » ' 

With his huge mace, cow-hcaded, Rustem dyed 
The ground with crimson — and wherever seen, j 
TTrging impatiently his fiery horse, 

Heads severed fell like withered l^ves in autumn. 

If. brandishing his sword, he struck the head. 

Horseman and steed were downward cleft in twain— 
And if his side-long blow was on the loins, 

The sword passed through, as easily as the blade 
Slices a cucumber. The blood of heroes 
Deluged the plain. On that tremendous day. 

With sword and dagger, battle-axe and noose, f 
He cut, and tore, and broke, and bound the brave, . 
Slaying and making captive. At one swoop 
More than a thousand fell by his own hand. 


Zdl beheld his son with amazement and delight. The Tiird- 
nians left the fire-worshippers in possession o& the field^ and 
retreated towards the Jihiin with precipitation, not a sound of 
drum or trumpet denoting their track. After halting three 
days in a state of deep dejection and misery, they continued 
their retfeat along the banks of the Jihiin. The Persian army, 


* This mode of expression, so frequent in Firdausi, and which makes the 
reader a spectator of the scene described, is constantly to be met with in 
Homer. Longinus has pointed out its peculiar force and beauty, and gives 
the following observations on the subject. ** A very powerful dramatic efhcacy 
arises fijom a change of persons, which frequently makes the hearer or reader 
imagine himself engaged in the midst of danger : 

" Tliou wouldst have tliouglit, so furious was tlielr Are I « 

No force could tame them, and no toil could tiis." Iliad, xv. 844. 

s 

** And where the discourse is addressed to an individual ; as in this example 
also: * 

f*Tkou Ladst not known with whom Tydldes fought." Iuad, v. 85. 

f Herodotus speaks of a people confederated with the army of Xerxes, who 
employed the noose. "Their principal dependance in action is upon cords 
made of twisted leather, which they use in this manner : when they engage an 
enemy, they throw out these cords, having a noose at the extremity ; if they 
entangle in them either horse or man, they without difficulty put them to 
death.”— Beloe’s transl. Polymnia, Sec. 85. 
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upon the flight of the enemy, fell bajk witlf their prisoners of 
war, a*d Rustem was received by the king with distinguislicd 
honour. When A^iyilb returned to his father, he cominuiii- 
cated to him, Avilji a heavy heart, the misfortunes of the battle, 
and the power that had been arrayed against him, dwelling 
with wonderland adniration on the stupendou s valour of 
Riistejll. 


Seeing my lig-hlp. banner, 

He to the fight came like a croccMlilc, 

Thou wouldSt have said his breath scorched up the plain ; 
He seized my girdle with such mighty force 
As if he would have tom my joints asunder ; 

And raised me from my saddle — that I seemed 
An insect in his grasp — but presently 
The golden girdle broke, and down I fell 
Ingloriously upon the dusty ground ; 

But 1 was rescued by my warrior train 1 

Thou knowest my valour, how my nerves are strung, 

And may conceive the wondrous strength, which thus 
Sunk mt to nothing. Iron is his frame. 

And marvellous hie power ; peace, peace, alone 
Can save us and our country from destructiou. 


Poshang, considering the luckless state of affairs, •and the 
loss of 80 many valiant warriors, thought it prudent to ac- 
quiesce in the wishes of Afrdsiytlb, and sue for peace. To this 
end Wisah was intrusted with magnificent presents, and the 
overtures which in substance ran thus : — “ Miniichihr was re- 
venged upoff Tut and Selim for the death of Irij. Afcisiyilb 
again has revenged their death upon Kduder, the son of 
jyiiuuchihr, and now Rustem has conquered Afrssiyiib. But 
why slipuld we any longer keep the world in confusion—Why 
should we not be satisfied with what Feridiin, in his wisdom, 
decreed ? Continue in the empire which he appropriated to 
Irij, and let the Jihiin be the boundary between us, for are we 
not connected by blood, and of one family ? Let our kingdoms 
be gladdened with the blessings of peace.” 

When these proposals of peace reached Kui-kob^l, the fol- 
lowing enswer was returned ; 
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“ Well dost thou know that I was not the first 
To wxi^ethis war. From Tdr, thy ancestor, 

'J'lic strife began. Bethink thee how he slew 
The gentle Irij — hia own brother ; — how, 

In the8© our days, thy son, Afrdfciyab, , 
Crossing the Jihiin, with a numerous force 
Invaded Persia — think how Nauder died ! 

Not in the field of battle, like a hero. 

But murdered by thy son — ^who, ever cruel, 
Afterwards stabbed his brother, young Aghriras, 
So deeply mourned by thee. Yet do I thirst not 
For vengeance, or for strife. I yield the realm 
^yond the Jihiin — let that river be 
^e boundary between us ; but thy son, 
Afrdsiy&b, must take his solemn oath 
Never to cross t^t limit, or disturb 
The Persian throne again ; thus pledged, I grant 
The peace solicited.” 


The messenger without delay conveyed this welcome intelli- 
gence to Poshang, and the Tiirdnian army wns in consequence 
immediately withdrawn within the prescribed liae of division. 
Rustem, however, expostulated with the king against making 
peace at a time the most advantageous for war, and especially 
when he had just commenced hia victorious career ; but Kai- 
kobid th^iught differently, and considered nothing equal to 
justice and tranquillity. Peace was accordingly concluded, and* 
upon Rustem and Z4l he conferred the highest honours, and 
his other warriors engaged in the late conflict also experienced 
the effects of his bounty and gratitude in on eminent degree. 

Kai-kobiid then moved towards Persia, and estalAishing his 
throne at Istakhar,* he administered the affairs of his govern- 
ment with admirable benevolence and clemency, and with un- 

j 

* Istakhar, also called Fersepolis, and Cbehel-minMr, or the Forty Pillars. 
This city was said to have bew laid in ruins by Alexander after the conquest 
or Darius ; that, 

Thais led the way, 

And like another Helen fired another Troy. 

Dbtdeit. Alex. Feast. 

But this, for the credit of Alexander, does not appear to be the fact. Af. 
LangI6s has shoun that the destruction of this renowned city was owing, long 
oftc^ards, to the fanatic Arahe. 
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ceasing RnlinTt,tiile for the welfare of his sulfjects. In his eyes 
every one had an equal claim to consideration and justice. 
Th« strong had no power to oppress the' weak. A.ftcr lie had 
continued ten yqars at Istakhar, building towns and cities, and 
diffusing improvement and happiness over the laud, he removed 
his throne fhto Irdn. His reign lasted one hundred years, 
whiclf were passed in th%continual exercise of the most princely 
virtues, and the most munificent liberality. He had four sons : 
Kai-kdus, Arish, Poshln, and Aramln ; and when the period of 
his dissolution drew nigh, he solemnly enjoined the eMest, whom 
he appointed his successor, to pursue steadily the path of in- 
tegrity and justice, and to be kind and merciful in the admini- 
stration of the empire left to his charge. 


KAI-KAtrS. 

When Kai-kiiiis* ascended the throne of his father, the 
whole world was obedient to his will ; but he soon began to 
deviate from the wise customs and rules which had been recom- 
mended a^ essential to his prosperity and happiness. He 
feasted and drank wine continually with his warriors and chiefs, 
so that in the midst of his luxurious enjoyments he looked 


* EW-k&as, the second Ring of Fei&ia of the dynasty called Raianidos. He 
succeeded Kai kobad, about six hundred years B.C. According to Firdausi ho 
was a foolish tyrannical prince. He appointed Rustem captain-general of the 
armies, to which the lieutenant-genec^ship and the administration of the 
state was annexed, under the title of the champion of the world.” He also 
gave him a taj, or crown of gold, which kings o^y were accustomed to wear, 
and granted him the privilege of giving audience seated on a throne of gold. 

It is said that Rai-k&fis appU^ himself much to the study of astronomy, 
and that he founded two great observatories, the one at Babel, and the other 
on the Tigris. Perhaps his reputed fondness for astronomical studies gave lisa 
to tiie fsl^ of his aerial excursion recorded further (O. 
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npon himself as Bu{)erior to every being upon the face of the 
earth, and thus astonished the people, high and low, by his 
extravagance and pride. 

One day a Demon, disguised as a musician, jvaitcd upon the 
monarch, and playing sweetly qu his harp, sung a song in praise 
of Milzindenln. * 


And thus he warbled to the king — 

“ Mdzinderdn is the bower of spring, 
My native home ; the balmy air 
Diffuses health and fragrance there ; 
So tempered is the genial glow, 
NorTieat nor cold w'e ever know ; 
Tulips and hyacinths abound 
On every lawn ; and all around 
Blooms like a garden in its prime, 
Fostered by that delicious clime. 

The bulbul sits on every spray. 

And pours his soft melodious lay ; 
Each rural spot its sweets discloses. 
Each streamlet is the dew of roses ; 
And damsels, idols of the heart, 
Sustain a more bewitching part. 

And mark me, that untravelled man 
Who never saw MdzinderAn, 

And all the charms its bowers possess, 
Has never tasted happiness 1 ” 


No sooner had Kai-kdiis heard this description of the country 
of MiizinderdJi than he determined to lead an army thither, 
declaring to his waniors that the splendour and glory of his 
reign should exceed that of either Jemsliid, ZohilE, or Kai- 
kobid. The waiviors however were alarmed at this precipitate 
resolution, thinking it certain destruction to make war against 
the Demons ; but they had not ^courage or confidence er«ugh 
to disclose their real sentiments. They only ventured to 
suggest, that if his majesty reflected a little on the subject, he 
might not ultimately consider the enterprize so advisable as he 
had at first imagined. But this produced no impression, and 
they then deemed it expedient to despatch a messenger to Ziil, 
to inform him of the wild notions which the Evil One had put 
into the head of Kai-kAiis to effect his ruin, imploring Zill to 



94 


THE SHiH NAMEH. 


allow of no delay, otherwise the eminent services so lately per- 
fonned by him and Rustem for the state would be rendered 
utterly useless and vain. Upon this summons, Z^l imme- 
diately set off from Slstin to Irdn ; and having arrived at the 
royal court, an(f been received with customary respect and con- 
sideration, h^ endeavoured to diteuade the king from the con- 
templated expedition into M^inderdn. 

“ 0, could I wash the darkness from thy mind, 

And show thee all the perils that surround 
This undertaking I Jemshld, high in power, 

Whose diadem was brilliant as the sun, 

Who ruled the demons — never In his pride 
Dreamt of the conquest of Mdzindcrdn I 
Remember FeridiSn, he overthrew 
ZohAk— destroyed the tyrant, but he never 
Thought of the conquest of Mazindcr^n 1 
This strange ambition never fired the souls 
Of by-gone monarebs— mighty Mindchihr, 

Always victorious, boundless in his wealth, 

Nor Zau, nor Nauder, nor even Kai-kobAd, 

With*all their pomp, and all their grandeur, ever 
Dreamt of the conquest of MdzinderAn I 
It is the place of demon-sorcerers, 

And all enchanted. Swords are useless there, 

Nor bribery nor wisdom can obtain 
Possession of that charm-defended land, 

Then throw not men and treasure to the winds ; 

AVastc not the precious blood of warriors biave, 

In trying to subdue MAzinderAn I ” 

Kai-kAiis, howev^, was not to be diverted from his purpose ; 
and with ilispect to what his predecessors had not done, he 
considered himself superior in might and influence to either 
Feridun, Jemshld, Miniichihr, or Kai-kobAd, who had never 
'aspired to the conquest of MAzinderin. He further observed, 
that ffe had a bolder heart, a lliger army, and a fuller treasnv 
than any of them, and the whole world was under his swry 

And what arc all these Dcmon-cliarms, 

That they excite such dread alanns 1 
What is a Demon-host to me, 

Their magic spells and sorcery ? 

One cffoi-t, and the field is won ; 

Then why should I the battle shun ? 
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Be then and Rnstem (whilst afar 
I wage the soul-appalling war), 

The guardians Of the kingdom ; Heaven 
To me hath its protection given ; 

And, when I reach the Bemon’s fort. 

Their severed heads shall be my sport 1 

When Zil became convinced df the unalterable iresoliition of 
Kai-kaiis, he ceased to oppose his 'v;iews, and expressed his 
readiness to comply with whatever commands he might reccii o 
for the safety of the state. 

May all thy actions prosper — ^mayst thou never 
Have cause to recollect my warning voice, 

With sorrow or repentance. Heaven protect thee 1 

Zell then took leave of the king and his warrior friends, and 
returned to Sistan, not without melancholy forebodings respect- 
ing the issue of the war against MAzinderiin. 

As soon as morning dawned, the army was pjit in mouion. 
The charge of the empire, and the keys of the treasury and 
jewel-chamber were left in the hands of Milad, with injunc- 
tions, however, not to draw a sword against any enemy that 
might spj’ing up, without the consent and assistance of Zal 
and Rustem. When the army had am ved within the limits 
of MAzindciAn, Kai-kAus ordered Giw to select two thousand 
of the bravest men, the boldest wielders of the battle-axe, and 
proceed rapidly towards the city. In his progress, according 
to the king’s instructions, he burnt and destroyed dveiy thing 
of value, mercilessly slaying man, woman, and cliild. For the 
king said : 

Kill all before thee, whether young or old, > 

And turn their day to nigKt ; thus free the world 
I'rum the ma^ian’s art. 

Proceeding in his career of desolation and ruin, Giw came 
near to the city, and found it arrayed in all the splendour of 
heaven ; eveiy street was crowded with beautiful women, richly 
adorned, and young damsels with faces as bright as the moon. 
I’he trcasui*e-ch amber was full of gold and jewels, and the 
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country abounded with cattle. , Information* of this discovery 
was immediately sent to Kai-ksitiB, who was delighted to find 
that*M*izinderiln was truly a 'blessed regipn, the very garden 
of beauty, where»the cheeks of the women seemed to be tinted 
with the hue of the pomegranate flower, by the gate-keeper of 
Paradise. * ^ 

This* invasion filled tlis heart of the king of Mdzinderdn 
with grief and alarm, and his first care was to call the gigantic 
White Demon to his aid. Meanwhile Kai-kiiis, full of thej 
wildest anticipations of victory, was encamped on the plain 
near the city in splendid state, and preparing to commence the 
final overthrow of the enemy on the following day. In the 
.night, however, a cloud came, and deep darkness like pii^ch 
overspread the earth, and tremendous hail-stones poured down 
upon the Persian host, throwing them into the greatest con- 
fiisioj^. Thousands were destroyed, others fled, and were scat- 
tered abroad fn the gloom. The morning dawned, but it 
brought no light to the eyes of Kai-kd,us ; and amidst the 
horrors he experienced, his treasury was captured, and the 
soldiers of his army either killed or made prisoners of war. 
Jhen did he bitterly lament that he had not followed *the wise 
counsel of Zdl. Seven days he was involved in this dreadful 
affliction, and on the eighth day he heard the roar of the White 
Demon, saying : 

*■ O king, thou art the willow-trec, all barren, 

\Yith neither fruit, nor flower. What could induce 

The dream of conquering MAzinderdn ? 

lladst thou no friend to warn thee of thy folly ? 

, Hadst ihon not heard of the White Demon’s power— 

Of him, who from the gorgeous vault of Heaven 
Can charm the stars ? From this mad enterprize 
Others have wisely shrunk — and what hast thoa 
Accemplished by a more ambitious course ? 

Thy soidicTS have slain many, dire destruction 
And spoil have been their purpose — thy wild will 
Has promptly been obeyed ; but thou art now 
Without an army, not one man remains 
To lift a sword, or stand in thy defence ; 

Not one to hear thy gi-oans and thy despair.” 
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There were selected from the army twelve thousand of the 
demon- warriors, to take charge of and hold in custody ^the 
Iriiiiian captives, all the chie&, as well as the soldiers, being 
secured with bonds, and only allowed food enough to keep them 
alive. Arzang, one of the demon-leaders, having g;pt possession 
of the wealth, the crown and jewels, belonging to Kai-kius, 
was appointed to escort the captive •king and his troops, all 
of whom were deprived of sight, to the city of Miizinderiin, 
where they were delivered into the hands of the monarch of 
that country. The White Demon, after thus putting an end to 
hostilities, returned to his own abode. 

Kai-kdius, strictly guarded as he was, found an opportunity 
of sending an account of his blind and helpless condition to 
Ziil, in which he lamented that he had not followed his advice, 
and urgently requested him, if he was not himself in confine- 
ment, to come to his assistance, and release him from captivity. 
When Zill heard the melancholy story, he gnawed\he very skin 
of his body with vexation, and turning to Rustem, conferred 
with him in private. 

V The sword must be unsheathed, since Kai-kdiis 
Is bound a captiye in the dragon’s den. 

And Bakush must be saddled for the field, 

And thou must bear the weight of this emprize ; 

For I have lived two centuries, and old age 
Unfits me for the heavy toils of war. 

Should’st thou release the king, thy name \idll be ^ 

Exalted o’er the earth. — ^Then don thy mail, 

And -gain immortal honour.” 

Rustem replied that it was a long journey to Mdzinderdn, 
and that the king had been six months on the road. If^n 
this Zdl observed that there were two roads — the most tedious 
one was that which Kai-kiiis had taken ; but by the other, 
which was full of dangers and difficulty, and lions, and demons, 
and sorcery, he might reaOh Md>zinderiln in seven days, if he 
reached it at all. 

On hearing these words Rustem assented, and chose the 
short road, observing ; 


B 
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“ Although it is not wise, they say, 

AVith willing feet to track the way 
'i’o hell ; though only men. who Ve lost, 

All love of life, by misery erossed, 

\Vonld rush into the tiger's lair, 

And die, poor reckless victims, there ; 

I gild my loins, whate’er may be, 

And trust in God for victory.” 

L ( 

On the following day, resigning himself to the protection of 
Heaven, lie put on his war attire, and with his favourite hor^e, 
Kakusli, properly caparisoned, stood prepared for the journey. 
His mother, Riidibeh, took leave of him with great sorrow ; 
and the young hero departed from SistAn, consoling himself 
and his friends, thus : ® 

O'er him who seeks the battle-field, 

Nobly hia prisoned king to free, 

Heaven will extend its saving shield, 

^ ^ And crown hia arms with victory.” 


The HEFT-KHAN ; ob, SEVEN LABOURS op 
RUSTEM. 

( 

First Stage. — He rapidly pursued his way, performing two 
days’ journey in one, and soon came to a forest full of wild 
asses. Oppressed with hanger, he succeeded in securing one of 
theti, which he roasted over a fire, lighted by sparks produced 
by striking the point of his spear, and kept in a blaze with 
dried grass and branches of trees. After regaling himself, and 
satisfying his hunger, he loosened the bridle of Eakush, and 
allowed him to graze ; and choosin’g a safe place for repose 
during the night, and taking care to have his sword under his 
head, he went to sleep among the reeds of that wilderness. In 
a short space a fierce lion appeared, and attacked Rakush with 
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great violence ; but Raknah very speedily with his teeth and 
heels put an end to his furious assailant. Rustem, awakened 
by the confusion, and seeing the dead lion before him, said to 
his favourite companion 

“ Ah I Rakush,* why so thoughtless grown, 

To fight a lion thus alone ; 

For had it been thy fate to blcSd, 

And not thy foe, my gallant steed ! 

How could thy master have conveyed 
His helm, and battle-axe, and blade, 

Eamund, and bow, and bubery&n. 

Unaided, to Mdzinderdn f 

Why didst thou fail to give the alarm* 

And save thyself from chance of harm, 

By neighing loudly In my ear ; 

But though thy bold heart knows no fear, 

From such unwise exploits refrain, 

Nor try a lion's stren^h ^ain.” 


Saying this, Rustem laid down to sleep, and did not awake 
till the morning dawned. As the sun rose, he remounted 
Rakush, and proceeded on his journey towards MAzindercIn. 


* Though* Rakush was a model of intelligence and sagacity, ho could not 
speak, like Xanthus and Balius, the two boi’scs of Achilles 1 The former, 
prophesied the doom of his master. There is nothing therefore extravagant in 
llusteni hddi'essing his horse so familiarly. 

“We may be assured, says Cowper, that it was customary for the Greeks 
occasionally to liarangue their horses, for Homer was a poet too attentive to 
nature, to introduce speeches thatwo^d have appeared strange to*his country- 
men. Hector addresses his horses in the eighth book, and Antilochus, in the 
cliariot race, whose horses were not only of terrestrial origin, but the slowest 
in the camp of Greece. That Achilles, then, should have spoken to his steeds, 
is not surprising, seeing that they « ere of celestial seed. ” 

Aristotle and Pliny, write that these animals often deplore their m.Mcrs 
lost in battle, and have shed team for them — and £lian relates the same of 
elephants, who, like the Swiss, overcome with tlie maladie du pays, weep in 
far-ofT captivity to think of their native forests. Suetonius, in the life of 
CsBsar, tells us that several horses which, at the passage of the Rubicon, had 
been consecrated to Mars, and turned loose on the banks, were observed some 
days after to abstain from feeding, and to weep abundantly. Virgil know all 
this, and could not, therefore, foibear copying this beautiful circumstance in 
those fine lines on the horse of Pallas : 

Post Dclldtor equus, posltls Insignlbus, iEthou 

It lacj'uuins, guttlsque humectat grandibus OTa.*^XNEiD, 89. 

H 2 



100 


THE SHi.H NiMEH. 


Second Stage. — After travelling rapidly for some time, he 
entered a desert, ip which no water was to be found, and the 
sand was so burning hot, that it seemed to be instinct with 
fire. Both hofse and rider were oppressed with the most 
maddening Jthirst. Rustem alighted, and vainly wandered 
about in search of relief, till almost exhausted, he put up a 
prayel' to Heaven for 'protection against the evils which 
surrounded him, engaged as he was in an enterprize for the 
release of Kai-kiliis and the Persian army, then in the power of 
the demons. With pious earnestness he besought the Almighty 
to bless him in the great work ; and whilst in a despairing 
mood he was lamenting his deplorable condition, his tongue 
and throat being parched with thirst, his body prostrate on the 
sand, under the influence of a raging sun, he saw a sheep pass 
by, which he hailed as the harbinger of good. Rising up and 
graeping his sword in his hand, he followed the animal, and 
came to a fountain of water, w'hcre he devoutly returned thanks 
to God for the blessing which had preserved his existence, and 
prevented the wolves from feeding on his lifeless limbs. Re- 
freshed by the cool water, he then looked out for something to 
allay his hunger, and killing a gor, he lighted a fire ahd roasted 
it, and regaled upon its savoury flesh, which he eagerly tore 
from the bones. 

When the period of rest arrived, Rustem addressed Rakush, 
and said to him angrily : — 

Beware, mj steed, of future strife. 

Again thou must not risk thy life ; 

Encounter not with lion fell, 

Nor demon still more terrible ; 

But should an enemy appear, 

Bing loud the warning in my ear.' 

After delivering these injunctions, Rustem laid down to 
sleep, leaving Rakush unbridled, and at liberty to crop the 
herbage close by. 

Third Stage. — At midnight a monstrous dragon-serpent 
issued from the forest ; it was eighty yards in length, and so 
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fierce, that neitlier*elephant, nor demon, nor lion, ever ventured 
to pass by its lair. It came forth, and seeing the champion 
asleep, and a horse near him, the latter was the first object of 
attack. But Rakush retired towards his master, and neighed 
and beat the ground so furiously, that Rustem soon awoke ; 
looking round on every side, however, he saw nothing — the 
dragon had vanished, and he went t(k sleep again. Again the 
dragon burst out of the thick darkness, and again Rakush was 
at the pillow of his master, who rose up at the alarm : but 
anxiously trying to ^netrate the dreary gloom, he saw nothing 
— all was a blank ; and annoyed at this apparently vexatious 
conduct in his horse, he spoke shaiply ; — 

“ Why thus again disturb my rest, 

When sleep had softly soothed my breast ? 

^ told thee, if thou chanced to see 
Another dangerous enemy, 

To sound the alarm ; but not to keep 
Depriving me of needful sleep ; 

When nothing meets the eye nor ear, 

Nothing to cause a moment’s fear I 
But if again my rest is broke, 

On thee shall fall the fatal stroke. 

And I myself will drag this load 
Of ponderous arms along the road ; 

Yes, 1 will go, a lonely man, 

Without thee, to Mdzinder&n.” 

Rustem again went to sleep, and Rakush was resolved this 
time not to move a step from hia side, for his heart ^as grieved 
and afflicted by the harsh words that had been addressed to 
him. The dragon again appeared, and the faithful horse 
almost tore up the earth with his heels, to rouse his sleeping 
master. Rustem again awoke, and sprang to his feet, and was 
again angry ; but fortunately at that moment sufficient light 
was providentially given for him to see the prodigious cause of 
alarm. 


Then swift he drew his sword, and closed in strife 
With that huge monster. — Dreadful was the shock 
And penlous to Rustem; but when Rakush 
Perceived the contest doubtful, furiously, 
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With his keen teeth, he bit and tore awa^ 

The dragon’s BcalxJude ; whilst quick as thought 
'J'hc Champion severed off the ghastly head, 

And deluged all the plain with honla blood. 
Amazed to see a form so hideous 
KrcathleSs stretched out before him, he retun^sd 
Thanks to the Omnipotent for his success, 

Sayif.g — “ Upheld by thy protecting arm, 

What is a lion's stren^h, a demon’s rage, 

Or all the horrors ttc burning desert, 

With not one drop to quench devouring thirst ? 
Nothing, since power and might proceed from Thee. 


Fourth Stage. — Rustem having resumed the saddle, con- 
tinued his journey through an enchanted territory, and in the 
evening came to a beautifully green spot, refresh^ by flowing 
rivulets, where he found, to his surprise, a ready-roasted deer, 
and some bread and salt. He alighted, and sat down near the 
enchanted provisions, which vanished at the sound of his voice, 
and presently ajamh ^urin e met his eyes, and a flask of wine. 
Taking up the instrument he played upon it, and chauntsd a 
djtt j about his own wanderings, and the exploits which ho 
most loved. He said that he had no pleasure in banquets, but 
only in the field fighting with heroes and crocodijps in war. 
The song happened to reach the ears of a sorceress, who, 
arrayed in all the charms of beauty, suddenly approached him, 
and sat down by his side. The champion put up a prayer of 
gratitude for having been supplied with food and wine, and 
music, in the desert of Mazinder^n, and not knowing that the 
enchantress was a demon in disguise, he placed in her hands a 
cup of vine in the name of God ; but at the mention of the 
Crciptor, the enchanted form was converted into a black fiend. 
Seeing this, Rustem threw his kamund, and secured the demon ; 
and, Rawing his sword, at once cut the body in two ! 

Fifth Stage. 

From thence proceeding onward, he approached 
A region destitute of light, a itou} 

Of utter darkness. Neither moon nor 9tfur 
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Peep'd through the gloom ; no choice of path rcmainc \ 
And therefore, throwing loose the rein, he gave 
Rakosh the power to travel on, ungaided. 

At length the darkness was disper^, the earth 
Became a scene, joyous and light, and gay, 

(^ovei’ed with waving corn — there Bastem paii«»cJ 
And quitting his good steed among the gras<, 

Laid himself gently down, and, wearied, slept ; ^ 

His shield beneath his head, his sword l^forc him. 


■\Vlien the keeper of the forest first saw the stranger and his 
horse, he went to Kustem, then asleep, and struck his staff 
violently on the ground, and having thus awakened the herc^ 
he asked him, devil that he was, why be had allowed his horse 
to feed upon the green corn-field. Angry at these words, 
Rustem, without uttering a syllable, seized hold of the keeper 
by the ears, and vecugg. off. The wretch, 

gathering up his severed ears, hurried away, covered with 
blood, to his master, Aiiliid, and told him of the injury he-had 
sustained from a man like a black demon, wiw a tiger-skin 
cuirass and an iron helmet ; showing at the same time the 
lalecding. witnesses of his sufferings. Upon being infonned of 
this outrageous proceeding, Aiiisid, burning with wrath, sum- 
moned together his fighting men, and hastened by the directions* 
of the keeper to the place where Rustem had been found asleep. 
The champion received the angry lord of the land, fully pre- 
pared, on horseback, and heard him demand his niime, that he 
might not slay a worthless antagonist, and why he had torn off 
the ears of his forest-keeper ! Rustem replied that the very 
sound of his name would make him shudder with horror 
Ailliid then ordered his troops to attack Rustem, and they 
rushed upon him with great fury ; but their leaded was 
presently killed by the master-hand, and great numbers were 
also scattered lifeless over the plain. The survivors ruuning 
away, Rustem’s next object was to follow and secure, by his 
kamund, the person of Auldd, and with admirable address and 
ingenuity, ho succeeded in dismounting him and taking him 
alive. Ele then bound his hands, p^nd said to him : — 
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“ If thou wilt speak the truth unmixedtwitb licB) 
Uumixed with false preYaricating words. 

And faithfully point oui to me the caves 
Of the White Demon and his warrior chiefs — 

And where Kdds is prisoned — ^thy reward 
Shall be the kingdom of Mdzinderdn ; 

For I, myself, will place thee on that throne. 

Bu^ if thou play'st me false — ^thy worthless blood 
Shall answer for the foul deception.” 

“Stay, 

Be not in wrath, ’^AiilAd at once replied, — 

“ Thy wish shall be fulfilled — and thou shalt know 
Where king Kdfis is prisoned — and, beside. 

Where the White Demon reigns. Between two dark 
And lofty mountains, in two hundred caves 
Immeasurably deep, his people dwell. 

Twelve hundred Demons keep the watch by night 
Upon the mountain’s brow ; — their chiefs, Piildd, 

And Baid, and Sinja. Like a reed, the hills 
Tremble whenever the White Demon moves. 

But dangerous is the way. A stony desert 
Lies full before thee, which the nimble deer 
Uas never passed. Then a prodigious stream 
Two wide obstructs thy path, whose banks 

Arc covered with a host of warrior-Dcmons, 

Guaiding the passage to M&zmderdn ; 

And thou art but a single man— canst thou 
O’ercome such fearful obstacles as these? 

At this the Champion smiled. “ Shew but the way, 
And thou shalt sec what one man can perform, ^ 
With power derived from God 1 Lead on, with speed. 
To royal Kdds.” With obedient haste 
Afilad proceeded, Bustem following fast. 

Mounted on Bakush. Neither dismal night 
Nor joyous day they rested — on they went 
Until at length they reached the fatal field, 

M/'hcrc Bdfis was o'ercome. At midnight hour, 

Whilst watching with attentive eye and car, 

A piercing clamour echoed all around, 

And blazing fires were seen, and numerous lamps 
Burnt bright on every side. Bustem inquired 
What this might be. “ It is Mdzinder&n,” 

Aiildd rejoined, “ and the White Demon’s chiefs 
Are gathered there. Then Bustem to a tree 
Bound his obedient guide — to keep him safe. 

And to recruit his strength, laid down awhile 
And soundly slept. 

When morning dawned, he rose, 

And mounting Bakush, put his helmet on, 

The tiger-skin defended his broad chest. 

And Buyin g forth, he sought the Demon chief. 
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Arzang, an^ summoned him with such a roar 
That stream and mountain shook. Arzang sprang up, 
Hearing a human voice, and from his tent 
Indignant issued — him the champion met, 

And clutched his arms and ears, and from his body 
Tore off the gory head, and cast it far • 

Amidst the shuddering Demons, who with fear 
Shrunk back and fled, precipitate, lest they 
Should likewise feel that dreadful punishment. 


Sixth Stage. — After this achievement Rustem returned to 
the place where he had left Aiildd, and having released him, 
sat down under the tree and related what he had done. He 
then commanded his guide to shew the way to the place where 
Kai-kdiis was confined ; and when the champion entered the 
city of Mdzinderiin, the neighing of Rakush was so loud that 
the sound distinctly reached the ears of the captive monarch. 
Kdiia rejoiced, and said to his people : “ I have heard the voice 
of Rakush, and my misfortunes are at an enj ; but they 
thought he was either insane or telling them a dream. The 
actual appearance of Rustem, however, soon .satisfied them. 
Giidarz, and Tiis, and Bahrdm, and Glw, and Gustahem, were 
delighted to meet him, and the king embraced him with great 
warmth and affection, and heard from him vrith admiration the • 
story of his wonderful progress and exploits. But Kiiis and 
his warriors, under the infiuence and spells of the Demons, 
wero still blind, and he cautioned Rustem particularly to con- 
ceal Rakush from the sight of the sorcerers, for if the White 
Demon should hear of the slaughter of Arzang, and the 
conqueror being at Mizinderjin, he would immediately assemble 
an overpowering army of Demons, and the consequences might 
be terrible. 

** Bat thou must storm the cavern of the Demons 
And their gigantic chief — great need there is 
For sword and battle-axe — and with the aid 
Of Heaven, these mjaaceant sorcerers may fall 
Victims to thy avenging might. The road 
Is straight before thee — preach the Seven Mountains, 

And there thou wilt discern the various groups, 

Which guard the awful passage. Fiirther on, 
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Within a deep and horrible recess, • 

Frowns the White Demon — conquer him — destroy 
That fell magician, and restore to sight 
'Fhy suffering king, and all his warrior train, 
llie wise in cures declare, that the warm blncMl 
J<>om tfic White Demon’s heart, dropped in tho 0}C, 

Removes all blindness — ^it is, then, my hope, 

Kj^'oured by God, that thou wilt slay the fieu<l, 

And save us from the misery we endure, 

The misery of darkness without end,” 

Rustem accordingly, after having warned his friends and 
companions in arms to keep on the alert, prepared for the * 
enterprise, and guided by Atiliid, hurried on till he came to 
the Haft-koh, or Seven Mountains. There he found numerojus 
companies of Demons ; and coming to one of the caverns,^aw 
it crowded with the same awful beings. And now consulting 
with AiiUd, he was informed that the most advantageous time 
for attack would be when the sun became hot, for then all tho 
Deinons werev accustomed to go to sleep, with the exception of 
a very small number who were appointed to keep watch. He 
therefore waited till the sun rose high in the firmament ; and 
as soon as he had bound Auld.d to a tree hand and foot, with 
the thongs of his kamund, drew hiS sword, and rushed among 
the prostrate Demons, dismemberin g and slaying all that fell 
in his way. Dreadful was the carnage, and those who survived 
fled in the wildest terror from the champion’s fury. 

Seventh Stage. — Rustem now hastened forward to encounter 
the White Demon. 

Advancing to the cavern, he looked down 
And saw a gloomy place, dismal as bell ; 

Rut not one cursra, impious sorcerer 
Was visible in that infernal depth. 

Awhile he stood— his falchion in his gro-sp, 

And rubbed his eyes to sharpen his dim sight, 

And then a mountain-form, covered with hair, 

Filling up all the space, rose into view. 

The monster was asleep, but presently 
The daring shouts of Rustem broke his rest, 

And brought him suddenly upon his feet, 

When seizing a huge mill-stone, forth he came, 

And thus accosted the intruding chief : 
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“Art thou so tired of life, that recldcss thna 
Thou dost invade the prodncts of the Demonii? 

Tell me thy name, that I may not destroy 
A nameless thing 1 *' The champion stern Teplie<1, 

“ Mv name is Rustem — sent by Zdl, my father, 
Defended from the champion Sdm Shwi'a-/ 

To be revenged on thee — the King of Persia 
Being now a prisoner in Mdzinderdn.” 

When the accursed Demon heard the name 
Of SAm SAwAr, he, like a serpent^ writhed 
In agony of spirit ; terrified 

At that announcement — then, recovering strength, 

He forward sprang, and hurled the mill-stone huge 
Against his adversary, who fell back 
And disappointed the prodigious blow. 

Black frowned the Demon, and through Rustem’s heart 
A wild sensation ran of dire alarm ; 

But, rousing up, his courage was revived, 

And wielding furioudy his beaming sword, 

He pierced the Demon^s thigh, and loppacLihc limb ; 
Then both together-gzappled, and the cavern 
Shook with the contest— each, at times, prevailed ; 

The flesh of both was tom, and streaming blood 
Crimsoned the earth. “ If 1 survive this day,* 

Said Rustem in his heart, in that dread strife, 

“ My life must be immortal.” The White Demon, 

With equal terror, muttered to himself : 

“ I now despair of life — sweet life ; no more 
Shall I be welcomed at MAzinderAn ” 

And still they struggled hard — still sweat and blood 
Poured down at every strain. Rustem, at last, 
Gathering fresh power, vouchgafiKi by favouring Heaven 
And bringing all his mighty strength to bear, 

Raised up the gasping Demon in his arms, 

And with such lury aashed him to the ground, 

That life no longer moved his monstrous fiame. 
Promptly he then tore out th e reekin g heart, 

And crowds of demons simultaneous fell 
As part of him, and stained the* earth with gore ; 

Others who saw this signal overthrow, 

Trembled, and hurried from the scene of blood] 

Then the great victor, issuing from that cavo 
With pious baste — look off his helm, and mail. 

And royal girdle— and with water washed 
His face and body— choosing a piirc place 
For prayer — ^to praise his Maker— Him who gave 
The victory, the eternal source of good ; 

Without whose grace and blessing, what is man 1 
With it his armour is impregnable. 


The Champion having finished his prayer, resumed his war 
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habiliments, and going to Aul^id, released him from the tree, 
and^ve into his charge the heart of the White Demon. He 
then pursued his journey back to Kttiis at Mdzinderdn. On 
the way Aiilid sblicited some reward for the services he had 
performed, ^d Rustem again promised that he should be 
appointed governor of the country. 

• 

“ But first the monarch of MAzinderdn, 

The Demon-king, must be subdued, and cast 
Into the cavern — and his legions 

Of foul enchanters, utterly destroyed.” 

Upon his arrival at Mdzinderdn, Rustem related to his 
sovereign all that he had accomplished, and especially thal^he 
had tom out and brought away the White Demon’s heart, the 
blood of which was destined to restore Kai-kdiis and his 
warriors to sight. Rustem was not long in applying the 
miraculous reiticdy, and the moment the blood touched their 
eyes, the fearful blindness was perfectly cured. 

The champion brought the Demon’s heart, 

And squeezed the blood from every part, 

Which, dropped upon the injured sight, 

Made all things visible and bright ; 

One moment broke that magic gloom. 

Which seemed more dreadful than the tomb. 

The mpnarch immediately ascended his throne surrounded 
by all his warriors, and seven days w^ere spent in mutual con- 
gratulations and rejoicing. On the eighth day they all resumed 
the saddle, and proceeded to complete the destruction of the 
eneifiy. They set fire to the city, and burnt it to the ground, 
and committed such horrid carnage among the remaining 
magicians that streams of loathsome blood crimsoned all the 
place. 

Edds afterwards sent Ferhdd as an ambassador to the king 
of Mdzinderdn, suggesting to him the expediency of submission, 
and representing to him the terrible fall of Arzang, and of the 
White Demon with all his host, as a warning against resistance 
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to the valour of Rustem. But when the king of Mdzindcriln 
heard Aom Ferhiid the purix)8e of his embassy, he expressed 
great astonishment, and replied that he himself was superior in 
all respects to Ksliis ; that his empire was morS extensive, and 
his warriors more numerous and brave. “ Have J not,” said 
he, “ a hundred war-elephants, and Kiliis not one ? Wherever 
I move, conquest marks my way ; why then should I fe&r the 
sovereign of Persia ? Why should I submit to him ? ” 

This haughty tone made a deep impression upon Fcrhad, 
who returning quickly, told ICslus of the proud bearing and 
fancied power of the ruler of Mazinderan. Rustem was imme- 
diately sent for ; and so indignant was he on hearing the 
tidings, that “ every hair on his body started up like a spear,” 
and he proposed to go himself with a second despatch. The 
king was too much pleased to refuse, and another letter was 
written more urgent than the first, threatening the enemy 4o 
hang up his severed head on the walls of his oW fort, if he 
persisted in his contuma cy and scorn of the offer made. 

As soon as Rustem had come within a short distance of the 
court of the king of Milzinderiin, accounts reached his majesty 
of the apfiroach of another ambassador, when a deputation of 
warriors was sent to receive him. Rustem observing them, 
and being in sight of the hostile army, with a view to shew his 
strength, tore up a large tree on the road by the roots, and 
dexterously wielded it in his hand like a spear. Jilting on- 
wards, he flung it down before the wondering enemy, and one 
of the chiefs then thought it incumbent upon him to display 
his own prowess. He advanced, and offered to grasp hands 
with Rustem : they met ; but the gy ipQ of the champion Vas 
so excruciating that the sinews of his adversary cracked, and 
in agony he fell from his horse. Intelligence of this discom- 
fiture was instantly conveyed to the king, who then summoned 
his most valiant and renowned chieftain, Kiilahiir, and directed 
him to go and punish, signally, the warrior who had thus pre- 
siuned to triumph over one of his heroes. Accordingly K^lahdr 
appeared, and boastingly stretched out his hand, which Rustem 
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wrung with such grindin g force, that the very nails dropped 
off, ^nd blood started from his body. This was enough, and 
Killahdr hastily returned to the king, and anxiously recom* 
mended him to*submit to tenns, as it would be in vain to 
oppose such invincible strength. The king was both grieved 
and angry at this situation of affairs, and invited the ambassa- 
dor to*hi8 presence. Afftr inquiring respecting Kiids and the 
Persian army, he said : 

“ And thou art Rustem, clothed with mighty power, 

Who slaughtcied the White Demon, nnd now comcst 
To crush the monarch of Mdzinder&n i *' 

No 1 ” said the champion, “ I am but his servant. 

And even unworthy of that noble station ; 

My master being a warrior, the most valiant 
That ever graced the world since time began. 

Nothing am I ; but what doth he resemble ! 

What is a lion, clepliant, or demon I 
Eng^^cd in fight, he is himself a host i ” 

The ambassador then tried to convince the king of the folly 
of resistance, and of his certain defeat if he continued to defy 
the power of KAds and the bravery of Rustem ; but the effort 
•was fruitless, and both states prepared for battle. 

The engagement which ensued was obstinate and sanguinary, 
and after seven days of hard fighting, neither army w^as vic- 
torious, neither defeated. Afflicted at this want of success, 
Kdiis g roiAffln d in the dust, and prayed fervently to the 
Almighty to give him the triumph. He addressed all his 
warriors, one by one, and urged them to increased exertions ; 
and on the eighth day, when the battle was renewed, prodigies 
^f valour were pei-formed. Rustem singled out, and encoun- 
tered the king of MizinderAn, and fiercely they fought together 
with sword and javelin ; hut suddenly, just as he was rushing 
on with overwhelming force, his adversary, by his magic art, 
transformed himself into a stony rock. Rustem and the Persian 
warriors were all amazement. The fight had been suspended 
for some time, when Kiiils came forward to enquire the cause ; 
and hearing with astonishment of the transformation, ordered 
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his soldiers to drag the enchanted mass towards his own tent ; 
but all the strength that could be applied was unequal to move 
so great a weight, till Hustem set himself the task, and 
amidst the wondering army, lifted up the rock and conveyed 
it to the appointed place. He then addressed Xhe work of 
sorcery, and said : “ If thou dost ijiot resume thy ojiginal 
shape, I will instantly break thee, flinty-rock as thou now art, 
into atoms, and scatter thee in the dust.” The magician-king 
was alarmed by this threat, and re-appeared in his own form, and 
then Eustem, seizing his hand, brougfit him to Kiliis, who, as 
a punishment for his wickedness and atrocity, ordered him to 
be glain, and his body' to be cut into a thousand pieces ! The 
wealth of the country was immediately afterwards secured ; and 
at the recommendation of Eustem, AiiUd was appointed 
governor of M^lzinderdn. After the usual thanksgivings and 
rejoicings on account of the victory, Kdiis and his warriors 
returned to Peraia, where splendid honours and rewards were 
bestowed on every soldier for his heroic services. Eustem 
having received the highest acknowledgments of his merit, took 
leave, and returned to his father Ztll at Zd.bulistiln. 

Suddenly an ardent desire arose in the heart of Kdiis to 
survey all the provinces and states of his empire. He wished 
to visit Tiiriln, and Chin, and Miknin, and Berber, and Zirra, 
Having commenced his royal tour of inspection, he found the 
king of Berberistilu in a state of rebellion, with his anny pre- 
pared to dispute his authority. A severe battle was the conse- 
(luence ; but the refractoi^ sovereign was soon compelled to 
retire, and the elders of the city came forward to sue for m^^rcy 
and protection. After this triumph, Kiliis turned towards the 
mountain Kiif, and visited various other countries, and in his 
progress became the guest of the son of Zdl in ZilbulisUin, where 
he staid a month, enjoying the pleasures of the festive board 
and the sports of the field. 

The disafibetion of the king of Hdmd,veriin, in league with 
the king of Misser and Shim, and the still hostile king of 
Bcrber.atiln, soon, however, drew him from Nimriiz, and 
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quitting the principality of Rustem, his arms were promptly 
directed against his new enemy, who in the contest which 
ensued, made an obstinate resistance, but was at length over- 
powered, and ^liged to ask for qug^r. After the battle, 
Kiius was informed that the shah had a daughter of great 
beauty, named Siidiveh, possessing a form as graceful as the 
tall cypress, musky rin|lets, and all the charms of Heaven. 
From the description of this damsel he became enamoured, and 
through the medium of a messenger, immediately offered hin^- 
sclf to be her husband. The father did not seem to be glad at 
this proposal, observing to the messenger, that he had but two 
things in life valuable to him, and those were his daughter ^nd 
his property ; one was his solace and delight, and the other his 
support ; to be deprived of both would be death to him ; still 
he could not gainsay the wishes of a king of such power, and 
hiw conqueror^ He then sorrowfully communicated the overture 
to his child, who however readily consented ; and in the course 
of a week, the bride was sent escorted by soldiers, and accom- 
panied by a magnificent cavalcade, consisting of a thousand 
horses and mules, a thousand camels, and numerous female 
attendants. When Suddveh descended from heiJjUpr, glowing 
with beauty, with her rich dark tresses flowing to her feet, and 
cheeks like the rose, K^us regarded her with admiration and 
rapture ; and so impatient was he to possess that lovely treasure, 
that the nfarriage rites were performed according to the laws of 
the country without delay. 

The sh^h of Hiim^ver^n, however, was not satisfled, and he 
continually plotted within himself how he might contrive to 
regain possession of Siidsiveh, as well as be revenged upon the 
king. With this view he invited Kdus to be his guest for a 
while ; but Siidiiveh cautioned the king not to trust to the 
treachery which dictated the invitation, as she apprehended 
from it nothing but mischief and disaster. The warning, how- 
ever, was of no avail, for E^iis accepted the proffered hospitality 
of his new father-in-law. He accordingly proceeded with his 
bride and his most famous warriors to the city, where he was 
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' received and entertained in the most sumptuous manner, seated 
on a gorgeous throne, and felt infinitely exhilarated with the 
magnificence and the hilarity by which he was surrounded. 
Seven days were passed in this glorious banqueting and de- 
light ; but on the succeeding night, the sound of tqfinipets and 
the war-cry was heard. The intrusion of soldiers changed the 
face of the scene ; and the king, who Mkd just been waitetl on, 
and pampered with such respect and devotion, was suddenly 
seized, together with his principal warriors, and carried off to 
a remote fortress, situated on a high mountain, where they 
were imprisoned, and guarded by a thousand valiant men. 
His tents were plundered, and all his treasure taken away. At 
this Svent his wife was inconsolable and deaf to all entreaties 
from her father, declaring that she preferred death to separa- 
tion from her husband ; upon which she was conveyed to the 
same dungeon, to mingle groans with the captive ^ng. 

Alas I how false and fickle is the world, 

Friendship nor pleasure, nor the tics of blood, 

Can check the headlong course of human passions ; 

Treachery still laughs at kindred ; — who is safe 
In this tumultuous sphere of strife and sorrow 1 


The invasion of IRIN by AFRAsIYIB. 

The intelligence of Kdiis’s imprisonment was very soSn 
spread through the world, and operated as a signal to all the 
inferior states to get possession of IrAn. Afrisiydb was the 
most powerful aspirant to the throne ; and gathering an 
immense army, he hurried from Turin, and made a rapid 
incursion into the country, which after three months he 
succeeded in conquering, scattering ruin and desolation where- 
ever he came. 
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Some of diose who escaped from the field bent their steps 
to\wds Zdbolist^, bj whom Rustem was informed of the 
mikortones in which E4ds was involved ; it therefore became 
necessary that he should again endeavonr to effect the libera* 
tion of his^ sovereign ; and accordingly, after assembling his 
troops from different quarters, the firk thing he did was to 
dispatch a messenger to<-Hdm^ver^, with a letter, demanding 
the release of the prisoners ; and in the event of a refusal, de- 
claring the king should suffer the same &te as the White Den>ou 
and the magician-monarch of Milzindenln. Although tins 
threat produced considerable alarm in the breast of the king of 
Hdmiiver^n, he arrogantly replied, that if Rustem wished to be 
placed in thekame situation as K4i!is, he was welcome to Qomo 
as soon as he liked. 

Upon hearing this defiance, Rustem left ZtibulisUn, and after 
ar arduous journey by land and water, amved at the confines 
of HiimiverilQ. The king of that country, roused by the noise 
and uproar, and bold aspect of the invading army, drew up his 
own forces, and a battle ensued, but he was unequal to stand 
his ground before the ovenvhelming courage of Rustem. Hia 
troops fled in confusion, and then almost in despair he anxiously 
solicited assistance from the chiefe of Berber and Misser, which 
was immediately given. Thus three kings and their armies 
were opposed to the power and resources of one man. Their 
formidable array covered an immense space. 

Each proad his stronprest force to bring, 

The eagle of vnlour flapped bis wing. 

3nt when the king of Hihndven&n beheld the person of 
Rustem in all its pride and strength, and commanding power, 
he paused with apprehension and fear, and intrenched himself 
well behind his own troops. Rustem, on the contrary, was full 
of confidence. 

“ What, though there be a hundred thonsand men 
Pitched against one, what use is there in numbexs 
When Heaven is on my side : with Heaven my friend. 

The foe will eoon be mingled with the dust." 
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Having ordered the trumpets to sound, ho rushed on the 
enemy, mounted on Rakush, and committed dreadful 
among them. 

It would be difflcalt to tell 
How many heads, dissevered, fell, 

Fighting his dreadful way ; 

On every side his falchion gleamed, 

Hot blo^ in every quartef streamed 
On that tremendous day. 

The chief of Hdmdverdn and his legions were the first to 
shrink from the conflict ; and then the king of Misser, ashamed 
of their cowardice, rapidly advanced towards the champion 
with the intention of punishing him for his t^mdtj, but 
had no sooner received one of Rustem’s hard blows on his head, 
than he turned to flight, and thus hoped to escape the fury of 
his antagonist. That fortune, however, was denied him, for 
being instantly pursued, he was caught with tht kamund, or 
noose, thrown round his loins, dragged from his horse, and 
safely delivered into the hands of Bahrain, who bound him, 
and kept him by his side. 

fling within ring the lengthening kamund flow, 

And from his steed the astonish(^ monarch drew. 

Having accomplished this signal capture, Rustem proceeded 
against the troops under the shilh of Berberist^, which, 
valorously aided as he was, by Ziidra, he soon vanquished and 
dispatched ; and impelling Rakush impetuously forward upon 
the shilh himself, made him and forty of his principal chiefs 
prisoners of war. The king of Hdmdverdn, seeing the horritilc 
carnage, and the defeat of all his expectations, speedily sent a 
messenger to Rustem, to solicit a suspension of the flght, 
offering to deliver up KAiis and all his warriors, and all the 
regal property and treasure which had been plundered from him. 
The troops of the three kingdoms also urgently prayed for 
quarter and protection, and Rustem readily agreed to the 
pY offered conditions. 
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'• Kilils to liberty restore, 

With all his chiefs, I ask no more ; 
For him alone I conquering came ; 
Than him no other prize I claim." 


The EETURN of Kil-KltrS. 

It was a joyous day when Kaiis and his illustrious heroes 
were releasedjrom their fetters, and removed from the n^otin- 
tain-fortress in which they were confined. Rustem forthwith 
reseated him on his throne, and did not fail to collect for the 
public treasury all the valuables of the three states which had 
ffubmitted t^ his power. The troops of Misser, Berberistdn, 
and Hdmilvcriin, having declared their allegiance to the Persian 
king, the accumulated numbei’s increased Kaiis’s army to up» 
wards of three hundi-ed thousand men, horse and foot, and 
with this immense force he moved towards Iriln, Before 
marching, however, he sent a message to Afriisiyib, "command- 
ing him to quit the country he had so unjustly invaded, and 
recommending him to be contented with the territory of 
Tiirdn. 

“ Hast thou forgotten Rustem’s power, 

When thou wert in that perilous hour 
By him o’erthrown ? Thy girdle broke, 

Or thou hadst felt the conqueror’s yoke. 

Thy crowding warriors proved thy shield. 

They saved and dragged thee from the field ; 

By them unrcscued then, would'st thou 
Have lived to vaun t thy prowess now ? " 

This message was received with bitter feelings of resentment 1 y 
Afrisiydb, who prepared bis army for battle without delay, and 
promised to bestow his daughter in marriage and a kingdom upon 
the man who should succeed in taking Rustem alive. This pro- 
clamation was a powerful excitement : and when the engage- 
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ment took place, mighty efforts were made for the reward ; but 
those who aspired to deserve it were only the first to fall. 
Afrilsiyjib beholding the fall of so many of his chiefe, dashed 
forward to cope with the champion : but His bravery was 
unavailing; for, suffering sharply under the oyerwhelming 
attacks of Rustem, he was glad to effect his escape, and retire 
from the field. In short, he rapidly retf aced his steps to Turin, 
leaving Kaiis in full possession of the kingdom. 


With angfuish stricken, he regained his home, 

After a wild and ignominious flight ; 

I’he world presenting nothing to his lips 
But poison-beverage ; all was death to him. 

Kills being again seated on the throne of Persia, he resumed 
the administration of affairs with admirable justice and liber- 
ality, and despatched some of his most distinguished warriors 
to secure the welfare and prosperity of the states of Mervi, and 
Balkh, and Nishapiir, and Hirit. At the fame time he con- 
ferred on Rustem the title of Jahiui Pahlvin, or, Champion of 
the World, 

In safeQr now from foreign and domestic enemies, Kiiis 
turned his attention to pursuits very different from war and 
conquest. He directed the Demons to construct two splendid 
palaces on the mountain Albcrz, and separate mansions for the 
accommodation of his household, which he decorated in the 
‘most magnificent manner. All the buildings were beautifully 
arranged both for convenience and pleasure ; and gold and 
silver and precious stones were used so lavishly, and the bril- 
liancy produced by their combined effect was so great, t6at 
night and day appeared to be the same. 

Iblis, ever active, observing the vanity and ambition of the 
king, was not long in taking advantage of the circumstance, 
and he soon persuaded the Demons to enter into his schemes. 
Accordingly one of them, disguised as a domestio servant, 
was instructed to present a nosega y to Kiius ; and alter re* 
spectfuUy kissing the ground, say 
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“ Thou art great as king can be, 
l^oundless in thy majesty ; 

What is all this earUi to theo, 

All beneath the sky-? 

' mortals, demons, hear 
Thy commanding voice with fear ; 

Thou art lord of all things here, 

But, thou canst not fly I 
0 

That remains for thee ; to know 
Things above, as things below, 

How the planets roll ; 

How the sun his light displays, 

How the moon darts forth her rays ; 

How the nights succeed the days ; 

What the secret cause betrays, 

And who directs the whole 1 * 

This artful address of the Demon satisfied Kdus of the 
impci’fcction of his nature, and the enviable power which he 
had yet to obtain. To him, therefore, it became matter of 
dec]) concern, how he might be enabled to ascend the 'Heavens 
without wings, a^d for that purpose he consulted his astro- 
logers, who presently suggested a way in which his desires 
might be successfully accomplished. 

They contrived to rob an eagle’s nest of its young, which 
they reared with great care, supplying them well with in- 
A igorating food, till they grew large and strong. A frame- 
ork of aloes- wood was then prepared ; and at each of the 
lour corfiers was fixed perpendicularly, a javelin, surmounted 
on the point with flesh of a goat. At each comer again one 
of the eagles was bound, and in the middle ICiius was seated 
ill great pomp with a goblet of wine before him. As soon 
us the eagles became hungry, they endeavoured to get at the 
goat’s flesh upon the javelins, and by flapping their wings 
and flying upwards, they quickly raised up the throne from 
tJie ground. Hunger still pressing them, and still being 
distant from their prey, they ascended higher and higher in 
the clouds, conveying the astonished king far beyond his 
own couiitiy ; but after long and fruitless exertion their 
strength failed them, and unable to keep their way, the whole 
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fabric came tombling down from the sky, and fell upon a 
‘dreary solitnde in the kingdom of Chin, There KAde was 
left, a prey to hunger, alone, and in utter despair, nntif he 
was discovered by a band of Demons, wh(«n his anxious 
ministers had sent in search of him. 

Rustem, and Gddaiz, and Tds, at length heard*of what had 
befallen the king, and with feelings^of sorrow not unmixed 
with indignation, set off to his assistance. “Since I was 
bom,” said Gddarz, “never did I see such a man as Kdiis. 
He seems to be entirely destitute of reason and understand- 
ing ; always in distress and affliction. This is the third 
calamity in which he has wantonly involved himself. First 
at ^ilzinderiln, then at Hdmiverin, and now he is being 
punished for attempting to discover the secrets of the Heavens !” 
\Vhen they reached the wilderness into which Kiiis had fallen, 
Giidarz repeated to him the same observations, candidly telling 
him that he w'as fitter for a mad-house than*a throne, and 
exhorting him to be satisfied with his lot and be obedient to 
God, the creator of all things. The miserable king was softened 
to tears, acknowledged his folly ; and as soon as he was es- 
corted back to his palace, he shut himself up, remaining forty , 
days, unseen, prostrating himself in shame and repentance. 
After that he recovered his spirits, and resumed the administra- 
tion of affairs with his former liberality, clemency, and justice, 
almost rivalling the glory of Feriddn and Jemshid. • 

One day Rustem made a splendid feast ; and whilst* he and 
his brother warriors, Glw and Giidarz, and Tiis, were quaffing 
their wine, it was determined upon to form a pretended hunting 
party, and repair to the sporting grounds of Afr{i3iyd,b. /The 
feast lasted seven days ; auvr on the eighth, preparations were 
made for the march, an advance party being pushed on to 
reconnoitre the motions of the enemy, AfrtLsiyd.b was soon 
informed of what was going on, and flattered himself with the 
hopes of getting Rustem and his seven champions into his 
thrall, for which purpose he called together his wise men and 
warriors, and said to them ; “ You have only to secure these 
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inyaders, and Kdus will soon cease to 1^ the sovereign of 
Persia.’* To accomplish this object, a Tiirdnian army of thirty 
thousand veterans was assembled, and ordered to occupy all 
the positions and avenues in the vicinity of the sporting grounds. 
An immense clamour, and thick clouds of dust, which darkened 
the skies, announced their approach ; and when intelligence of 
their pumbers was brought to Rustem, the undaunted champion 
smiled, and said to Gartit : ** Fortune favours me ; what cause 
is there to fear the king of Turin ? his army docs not exceed 
a hundred thousand men. Were I alone, with Rakush, with Iny 
armour, and battle-axe, I would not shrink from his legions. 
Have I not seven companions in arms, and is not one of them 
equal to five hundred Tiirinian heroes ? Let Afnisiyib darfe to 
cross the boundary-river, and the contest will presently convince 
him that he has only sought his own defeat.” Promptly at a 
signal the cup-bearer produced goblets of the red wine of 
Zibul ; and in one of them Rustem pledged his royal master 
with loyalty, and Tiis and Ziiira joined in the convivial and 
social demonstration of attachment to the king. 

The champion arrayed in his buburiyiln, mounted Rakush, 
and advanced towards the Tiirdnian army. Afrisiyibf when ho 
beheld him in all his terrible strength and vigour, was amazed 
and disheartened, accompanied, as he was, by Tiis, and Gudarz, 
and Giirgin, and Giw, and Bahrdm, and Berzin, and FerhiLd. 
The drumf* and trumpets of Rustem were now heard, and 
immediately the hostile forces engaged with dagger, sword, and 
javelin. Drc.idful was the onset, and the fury with which the 
conflict was continued. In truth, so sanguinary and destruc- 
tive ^\as the battle, that Afriisiyab exclaimed in grief and terror ; 
“If this carnage lasts till the close of day, not a man of my 
army will remain alive. Have I not one warrior endued with 
sufficient bravery to oppose and subdue this mighty Rustem 1 
"What ! not one fit to be rewarded with a diadem, with my own 
throne and kingdom, which I will freely give to the victor ! ’* 
Pllsum heard th'i promise, and was ambitioai of earning the 
reuurd j but fate decreed it otherwise, His prodigious efforts 
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were of no avail. Alkiis was equally unsuccessful, though the 
bravest of the brave among the Turanian warriors. Encoun- 
tering Rustem, his brain was pierced by a javelin wielded* by 
the Persian hero, and he fell dead from his saddie. This signal 
achievement astonished and terrified the TiirAnians, who, how- 
ever, made a further despairing effort against the clTampion and 
his seven conquering companions, bqji with no better jesult 
than before, and nothing remained to them excepting destrac- 
tion or flight. Choosing the latter they wheeled round, and 
endeavoured to escape from the sanguinary fate that awaited 
them. 

Seeing this precipitate movement of the enemy, Rustem 
impelled Rakush forward in pursuit, addressing his favourite 
horse with fondness and enthusiasm : 

“ My valued friend— put forth thy speed, 

This is a time of pressing need ; 

Hear me away amidst the strife, 

That I may take that despot’s life ; 

And with my ma e and javelin, flood 
This dusty plain with foe-man’s blood.” 

Excited by his master’s cry, 

The war-horse bounded o’er the plain. 

Bo swiftly that he seemed to fly, 

R^^ting with pride, and tossing high 
~His streaming mane. 

And soon he reached that despot’s side, 

“ Now is the time I ” the Champion cried, 

“ This is the hour to victory given,” 

And flung his noose — which bound the king 
Fast for a moment in its ring ; 

But soon, alas 1 the bond was riven. 

Haply the Tartar-monarch slipt away. 

Not doomed to suffer on that bloody day ; 

And freed from thrall, he hurrying led 
His legions cross the boundary-stream, 

Leaving his countless heaps of dead 
To rot beneath the s$jK.beam. 

Onward he rushed with heart opprest, 

And broken fortunes ; he had quaffed 
Bright pleasure’s cup, — but now, unblcst, 
l^oison was mingled with the draught I 
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The booty in horsesj treasure, armour, pavilions, and tents, 
cwas^immense ; and when the whole was secured, Hustem and 
his companions fell back to the spOrting-grounds already men* 
tioned, from whence he informed Kai-kd^ds by letter of the 
victory that* had been gained. After remaining two weeks 
there, resting from the toils of war and enjoying the pleasures 
of hiAiting, the party returned home to pay their respects to 
the Persian king. 

And this is life 1 Thns conquest and defeat, 

Vary the lights and shades of human scenes, 

And human thought. Whilst some, immer^ In plc.isure, 

Enjoy the sweets, others a^in endure 

The miseries of the world. Hope is deceived 

1 n this &ail dwelling ; certainty and safety 

Are only dreams which mock the credulous mind ; 

'l ime sweeps o’er ell things ; why then. should the wise 
Mourn o’er events which roll resistless on. 

And set at nought all mortal opposition f 


The story of SOHRAB. 

Now further mark the scarchlcss ways of Heaven, 

Father and son to mortal combat driven I 
' Alas I the tale of sorrow must be told, 

The tale of tears, derived from minstrel old. 

Firdausi relates that Rustem, being on a hunting excursion 
in file neighbourhood of Tdrin, killed an onager, or v ild ass,* 
which he roasted in the forest ; and having allayed his hunger, 
went to sleep, leaving his horse, Eakush, at liberty to graze, 
lu the mean time a band of Tartar wanderers appeared, and 

* Hunting the Gor, or wild’Sss, appeal's to have been a favourite sjiort iu 
Persia. Babram the Sixth was sumamed Gor, in consequence of his being 
peculiarly devoted to the chase of this animal, and which at last cost him his 
life. 
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seeing so fine an animal astray, succeeded in securing him with 
their kamnnds, or nooses, and conveyed him home. When 
Rustem awoke from sleep he missed his favourite steed, and felt 
convinced fi:om the surrounding traces of his footsteps that he 
had been captured and carried away. Accordingl/he proceeded 
towards Samengdn, a small principality on the borders of 
Turin, and bis approach being announced to the kl?ig, his 
majesty went on foot to receive him with due respect and 
consideration. Rustem, however, was in great wrath, and 
haughtily told the king that his horse had been stolen from 
him in his dominions, and that he had traced his footsteps 
to«Samengin. The king begged that he would not be angry, 
but become his guest, and he would immediately order a search 
for the missing horse. Rustem was appeased by this concilia- 
tory address, and readily accepted the proffered hospitality. 
Having in the first place dispatched bis people in quest* of 
Rakusb, the king of Sameng4n prepared a magnificent feast fur 
the entertainment of his illustrious guest, at which wine and 
music and dancing contributed their several charms. Rustem 
was delighted with the w’cleome he received ; and when the 
hour of repose arrived, he was accommodated with a couch* 
suitably provided and decorated. Soon after he had fallen 
asleep, he was awakened by a beautiful vision, which presented 
itself close to his pillow, accompanied by a slave^ girl with a 
lamp in her hand, 

A raoon-facecl beauty rose upon his sight, 

I.ike the sun sparkling, full of bloom and frngi-ance ; 

Her eye-hrows bended like the archer’s bow, 

Her ringlets fateful as the warrior’s kamund ; 

And graceful as the lofty cypress tree, 

She moved towards the champion, who surprised 
At this enchanting vision, asked the cause 
Which brought her thitlier. Softly thus she spoke 
I am the daughter of the king, my name 
Tahmlneh, no one from behind the'sereen 
Of privacy has yet beheld me, none ; 

Nor even board the echo of my voice. 

Hut I have heard of thy prodigious deeds, 

Of thy unequalled volour and renown— ” 
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Eustem was still more astonished when he was apprized 
of tlje nature of this extraordinary adventure, and anxiously 
asked more particularly the object of her wishes. She replied 
that she had become enamoured of him, on account of the 
fame and thf glory of his actions, and in consequence had 
vowed to God that she would espouse no other man. “I em- 
ployed ^pies to seize upoff Rakush and secure him to obtain a 
fo^l of hia brf>y.H. and happily Almighty God has conducted 
thee to Samengin to fulfil my desires. I have been irresistibly 
impelled to make this disclosure, and now I depart ; only, 
to-morrow, do thou solicit the consent of my father to our 
union, and he certainly will not refuse to bless us.’* Rustgm 
acceded to the flattering proposal, and in the morning the 
nuptial engagement was sanctioned by the king. 

Joyous the monarch smiled, and pave his child, 

Acefrding to the customs of the kingdom, 

To that brave champion, 

Rustem could not remain long wdth his bride, and when 
parting from her he said : ** If the Almighty should bless thee 
with a daughter, place this amulet * in her hair ; but if a son, 


* It seems by the text that the Mohreh, or amulet, of Rustem was cele- 
brated throughout the urorld for its wonderful virtues. The Mohrehi Suliman, 
Bolomon's ^al* was a talisman of extraordinary power, said to be capable of 
rendering objects invisible, and of creating every kind of magical illusion. 
Josephus relates that he saw a certain Jew, named Eleazar, draw the devil out 
of an old woman’s nostril, by the application of Solomon's Seal to her nose, in 
the presence of the Em^ieror Tespastan 1 But Mohreh is more properly an 
nr spclK nuHfnr^.nTin. The wearer of one of them imagines 

niinself safe under every situation of danger. 

The application of the magical instrument to the mouth was often indi^ 
pcnsablc. Thus Angelica in the Orlando Furloso : 

Del Cito se lo leva, e a mano a mano, 

Be’l chiude in bocca, e In men, die non balena, 

CoBi dngli ncchi di Rugsier ai cela. 

Come fa il Sol, quando la uube il vela. Camto XI. St. 0. 

Then from her hand she took with eager haste, 

And twixt lier li])H, th«> shining circlet placed, 

And instant vanislied from Rogero’s sight I 

Like I'hmbuB when a c)ou4 obscures his light. Hoolr, 
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bind it on his arm, and it will inspire him with the disposition 
and valour of Narimiin.” Having said these words, .and 
Rakush being at the same time restored to hin^ he took leave, 
and went away to his own country. 

How wept that angel-face at parting, grief 
Kubducd her heart ; but when nine mouths had past, m 
A boy was born as lovely as the moon, ^ 

The image of his father, and of Sdm, 

And NarlmAn — for in one little month 
He had attained the growth of a full year ; 

His spreading chest v^as like the chest of Zdl. 

When nine, there was not in that country' round 
One who could equal him in feats of arms. 


Hatim placed the talisman in his mouth when he plunged into the cauldron of 
boiling oil. [See Hatim Ta’i, a Persian Komance, full of magic, and the wild 
and marvellous adventures of Knight-errantry.] Aristotle speaks of the ring 
of Battus which inspired the wearer with gratitudb and ^onor ! Faith *in 
rings and amulets prepared at particular seasons, under ^rtain mysterious 
foims and circumstances, is an ancient superstition, but in Persia and India, 
there is hardly a man without his BiizCibund, or bracelet, to preserve him from 
the influence of the Demons. “The women of condition, in Persia, have 
small silver plates of a circular form, upon which are engraved sentences from 
the Koran ^ these, as well as the Talismans, they bind about their arms with 
pieces of red and green silk, and look upon them as never-failing 'harms 
against the fascinations of the devil, wicked spirits, &c.” (Francklm s Tour 
to Persia. ) Rustem had also a magic garment, or cloak, called according to the 
Burhani-katia, Buburiydn. Some say that he received it from his father Zal, 
and others, that it waa made of the skin of Akwan Diw ; others again say, 
that it was made of the skin of a leopard, or some similar %pimal, wbicli 
Rustem kUled on the mountain Sham. It had the property of resisting the 
impresdon of every weapon, it was proof against fire, and would not sink in 
water. Something like the charm in the curse of Kehama. 

I charm thy life, 

Prom the weapons of strife, 

From stone and trom wood, 

From lire and flponi flood, 

From the serpent’a tooth, 

And the heasta of blood. 

Babur is an animal of the tiger kind, sud to be superior in stiength to tbo 
lion. The famous heroes of antiquity usually wore the skins of wild beasts. 
Hercules wore the skin of the Nemeean lion. The skins of panthers and 
leopards were worn by the Greek and Trojan chiefs. Virgil says of Acestes, 

occurrit Acestes, 

Borridus In jacuiis, et pelle Libystidos urus. JEm. B 6, v. 80. 
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The king of Sainciigau named him Sohr^b ; and when the 
youjh was ten years old, he said to his mother : “ People ask 
me who my father is, and want to know his name 1*’ To this, 
Tahmlneh replied ; Thy father’s name is Rustem, 

‘^ince the God of creation created the earth, 

To a hero like Bustem he never gave birth.” 

^ • 

And she then described the valour and renown of his ancestors, 
which excited in the breast of Sohrib the desire of being 
immediately introduced to his father ; but his mother endea- 
voured to repress his eagerness, and told him to beware — 

“ For if he knows thou’rt his, he will remove thee 
From me, and thy sweet home ; from thee divided, 

Thy mother’s heart will break in agony 1 '* 

Rustem had sent a present of jewels and precious stones to 
Tahmineh, witja inquiries respecting her offspring, and the reply 
she returned was, that a daughter was the fruit of their union. 
This intelligence disappointed him, and he afterwards thought 
no more of Samengiln. Tahmineh again said to ^hrilb : 
“Beware also of speaking too publicly of thy relat^puship to 
Rustem, for fear of Afnlsiyab depriving me of thee.” — “Never,’' 
said he, “ will I conceal the name of my father j nay, I will go 
to him myself : — 

Even now, I will oppose the Tartar host, 

•Whate’er their numbers — Kiiis shall be Inirled 
From his imperial throne, and Tiis subdued — 

To Rustem I will gfive the crown and sceptre. 

And place him on the seat, whence KAils ruled 

11 is myriad subjects — I will seize the throne 

Of stern Afrdsiydb ; my javelin's point 

Shall pierce the Heaven of Heavens. And since 'tis so— 

Between my glorious father and myself, 

No crowned tyrant shall remain enpunished.” 

Tahmineh wept bitterly, but her entreaties were of no avail 
— the youth being unalterably fixed in his determination. One 
day he told her that he wanted a snitable war-horse, and imme- 
diately the royal stables were explored; but the only animal of 
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sufficienb size and vigour that could be found there, was the 
§2al produced from Eakush, which was at length brought to 
liinL 

His nerve and action pleased the boy, 

He stroked and patted him with joy ; 

And on his back the saddle placed. 

The mouth and head the bridle graced 
And springing on th* impati^t steed. 

He proved his fitness and his speed. 

Satisfied with the horse he had obtained, and the arms and 
armour with which he was supplied, he announced his resolution 
of going to war against Kdiis, and conquering the kingdom of 
Persia for Rustem ! The news of Sohrib’s preparations soon 
rcacTied Afrdsiyab, who hailed the circumstance as peculiarly 
favourable to his own ambitious euds ; and taking advantage of 
the youth’s enthusiasm, sent an army to his assistance, declar- 
ing that Kiliis was also his enemy, and that he was anxious tP 
share with him in the glory of overcoming the iitfperial despot. 
Sohrilb readily accepted the offer, and the Tartar legions, his 
auxiliaries, were commanded by two noted warriors, Ilunuln 
and Birmiin, to whom Afritsiyib gave the following instruc- 
tions: “lb must be so contrived that Rustem and Sohriib 
shall not know each other’s pereon or name. They must be 
brought together in battle. Sohrib is the youngest, and will 
no doubt overcome Rustem, in which case the conqueror may 
be easily dispatched by stratagem, and when both areviestroyed, 
the empire of Persia will be all my own I ” Furnished w'itli 
these instructions, the Tartar leaders united with SohnLb, and 
commenced their march towards Persia. There was a fortress 
on the road, in which Hujlr, a famous warrior, was stationed ; 
and when Sohriib arrived at that fortress, he rushed out alone 
to oppose tlic progress of the invader, ciying hastily — 

“ And who art thou? I am myself Hujlr 
The valiant champion, come to conquer thoc* 

And to lop off that towering head of thine." 


This haughty manner was common among the heroes of antiquity. And 
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Sohi'ilb smiled at this fierce menace, and a sharp conflict 
en^ed between the two combatants, in which tlie vain boaster 
was precipitately thrcwn from his horse, and afterwards made a 
prisoner by the stripling- warrior. Gurd-afrld, the daughter of 
Gustahcm, perceiving this unhappy result, left the fort precipi- 
tately for the purpose of encountering the youth, and being 
reverl^ed upon him. “ 

When tidings reached her of the fate Hujir 
Had thus provoked, she dressed herself in mail, 

And, hastily, beneath her helmet hid 

Her glossy ringlets ; down she, from the fort, 

Came bravely like a lion, nobly mounted ; 

And as she approached the hostile army, called 
With an undaunted voice. SohrAb betield 
The gallant foe viih smiles, believing her 
A boy of tender years, and, wondeiing, saw 
The vigour of the arm opposed to him ; 

The force with which the pointed spear was thrown, 

Assrtlled so bravely, he drew forth his noose, 

And, casting it around the enemy, brought 
Her headlong to the ground. Off flew her helm, 

When her luxuriant tresses scattered loose, 

And cheeks of radiant bloom, her sex betrayed I 


When the astoniBhmenfc produced by this unexpected dis- 
covery had subsided, Sohrdb regarded her with tender emotion, 
and securely made her his captive ; but Gurd-afrid promptly 
addressed ^im, and said : “ Allow me to return to the fort ; 
all the treasure and property it contains are at my command, 
and shall be given to thee as my ransom. My father is old, 
and his fondest hopes are centered in me. Be therefore con- 
siderate and merciful.” SohrAb was too young and ardent not 


the Philistine said to David, Come to me, and I will give thy flesh unto the 
fowls of the air, and to the beasts of the field.” I. Samuel, xvii. 44 This is 
like the boast of Hujir. These denunciations are frequent in Homer os well as 
FirdausL Thus Diomed to Glaucus : 

If tlie fruits of earth, 

SuRtaln thy life and human bo tliy birth ; 

I old aa thou art, too jirodigal of breath, 

Approach and enter the dark gates of death I 

Pock : Iuad. tL 41. 
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to be carried away by his feelings ; he was affected by her 
beauty and her tears, and set her at liberty ! As soon as the 
damsel had re-entered the fortress, a council was held to deli- 
berate on the ^iprencies of the time, and the gd^rison resolved 
upon e'V'acuating the place by secret passages during the ensuing 
night. When morning dawned, Sohrib approached the gate, 
and not a person was anywhere to l»e found. Grieve^ and 
disappointed, sorrow preyed deeply upon his heart, losing, as 
he had done, so foolishly, the lovely heroine of whom he had 
become enamoured. 

The father, and daughter, and the garrison, shaped their 
course immediately to the court of Kdiis, to whom they related 
thalf a wonderful hero had come from Turin, against whose 
courage it was in vain to contend, and said to be not more 
than fourteen years of age ! What then would he be, they 
thought, when arrived at maturity ! The capture of Hujij, 
and the accounts of Sohrilb’s amazing prowess, filled Kiiis with 
alarm, and the waiTior Glw was forthwith deputed to Zibulistin 
to call Rustem to his aid. The letter ran thus : — “ A youthful 
warrior, named Sohrib, has invaded Persia from Tiirin, and 
thou art alone able to avert his destructive progress ; 

“ Thou art the sole support of Persia ; thou— 

Endued with nerve of more than human power ; 

Thou art the conqueror of MizinderAn ; 

And at Himaveran thou didst restore , 

The king to liberty and life ; thy sword 
Makes the sun weep ; thy glorious actions fling 
Unequalled splendour o’er the kingly throne.” 

When the letter was received, Rustem inquired anxiously 
about the particular form and character of Sohriib, whom Giw 
described as being like Sim and Narimin. This made him 
ponder, and he thought it might be his own son ; but he re- 
collected Tahmlneh had written from Samengin, that her child 
was a daughter ! He, however, still pondered, although Giw 
repeated the commands of the king that no time should be lost. 
Regardless of the summons, Rustem called for wine and music, 

E 
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and made a feast, which continued seven days. On the eighth 
he said, “ This too must be a day of festivity ; ” and it was not 
till the ninth that he ordered Rakush to be saddled for the 
journey. He \hfcn departed with his brother Ziiilra and the 
Zabul troo^, and at length arrived at the royal court. Kiliis 
was in great indignation at the delay that had occun’cd, and 
direo^d both Rustem and GIav to be impnipyi alive for the 
olTence they had committed in not attending to his instruc- 
tions. Ttis was commanded to execute this order ; but when 
he stretched out his hand towards Rustem, the champion 
dashed it aside ; and retiring from the assembly, and vaulting 
upon his horse, thus addressed the king : — 

‘‘ AVeak .niul inscnstite ! take not to thy lircast 
Devouring fire ; t'Ey latest actions still 
Outdo the past in baseness. Go, thyself, 

And, if thou canst, impale Sohrib alive 1 
AVl|^n wrath inflames my heart, what is Kiwi's ! 

AVhat, but a qlj^of caith? Him must I dread ? 

No, to the Almi^ty power alone I bend. 

The warriors of the empire sought to place 
The crown upon my head ; but I was faithful. 

And held the kingdom’s laws and customs sacred. 

Had I looked to the throne, thou would’st not nijjv 
Have had the power with winch thou art surrounded. 

To injure one who is thy safest friend. 

But I deserve it all ; for I have ever. 

Ungrateful monarch I done thee signal service.” 


Saying this, Rustem Avithchw ; and as he went away, the 
hearts of all the courtiers and warriors sunk with the most 
painful anticipations of unavoidable ruin to tlie empire. 
Giidarz afforded the only spurk of hope, for he was in great 
favour with the king ; and it fortunately so happened, that 
by his interposition, the blind anger of Kdus was soon ap- 
peased. His next office was to follow Rustem, and to restore 
the harmony which had been destroyed. He said to him ; — 

“ TJliou know'st that Kdiis is a brainless king. 

Wayward, capricious, and to anger prone ; 

P.ut quickly he repents, and now he seeks 
For reconciliation, if thou’rt deni 
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To this good change in him, and nourishest 
The scorn he has inspired, assuredly 
The people of our nation will be butchered ; 

For who can now resist the Tartar brand ? 

Persia again will groan beneath the yoke^ 

Of the Tilranian despot. Must it be ? 

Have pity on thy countrymen, and never • 

Let it be bruited through the scornful world, 

That Rustem teared to fight a ^eardlcss boy I ” 

The speech of Giidarz had its due effect ; and the champion, 
with altered feelings, returned to the court of the king ; who, 
rising from his throne, received him with the highest honour 
and respect, and apologized for the displeasure into which he 
had.been betrayed. 

“ Wrathful and wayward in my disposition, 

I felt impatient at the long delay ; 

But now I see my error, and repentance 
Must, for that insult unprovoked, atone.” 

Rustem, in reply, assured the kiug of his allegiance, and of 
his readiness to undertake whatever might be desired of him ; 
but Kiiiis said ; — 

‘‘ To-day let us feast ; let us banquet to-day, 

And to-morrow to battle weTl hasten awajV’ 

Having feasted all night, in the morning Kiliis placed all his 
warriors, and his array, under the command of Rusteii^ ; who 
immediately set off to oppose the progress of Sohrilb. 

The countless thousands seemed to hide the earth ; 

The Heavens, too, were invisible ; so great 
And overspreading was the Persian host. 

Thus they rolled on, until they reached the fort, 

The barriei-fort, where still Sohriib remained. 


When the stripling from the top of the fort firet observed 
the approach of the Persians, he said to Huimln — “ Look, on 
every side at the coming legions ; ” at which the Tartar chief 
turned pale. Bub the youth added--** Fear not, by the favour 
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of Heaven I will soon disperse them ; and -then called for a 
goblet of wine, full of confidence in his own might, and in the 
result of the expected battle. Descending from the walls, ho 
proceeded to hfc pavilion, pitched on the plain in front of the • 
fort, and 8|t in pomp among the chiefs of the Tiirtlniau 
army. 

Ru|tem repaired thither in secret, and in disguise,* to watch 
the motions of his formidable enemy, and beheld him sitting 
drinking wine, surrouhded by great men and heroes. Zindoh, 
a warrior, retiring from the banquet, saw the shadow of sodic 
one, and going nearer to the spot, found it to be a man in 
ambush. He said, “ AVho art thou ? ’* when Rustem struck 
him a blow on the neck, which stretched him lifeless oif the 
ground, and effected his escape. In a few minutes another 
person came, who seeing the body, brought a light, and dis- 
covered it to be Ziudeh. When the fatal circumstance, was 
communicated to Sohrdb, the .youth well knew that it must 
have been the work of the enemy, who had secretly entered 
his pavilion, and he solemnly vowed that next day he would be 
revenged on the Iranians, and especially on Kdus, wherever he 
might be found. t 

In the mean time Rustem described to Kiius the appearance 
and splendour of Sohrilb ; 

“ In s^^ature perfect, as the cypress tree, 

No Tartar erer boasted such a presence ; 

TiirAn, nor even Persia, now can shew 
A hero of his bold and gallant bearing ; 

Seeing his form thou would’st at once declare 
That he is Sim, the warrior ; so majestic 
In mien and action I ” 

When morning dawned, Sohrib took Hujlr to the top of 


* It appears that in Rustem's time there was nothing dishonourable in the 
character of a spy. The adventure of Diomed and Ulysses in the tenth book of 
the Hiad shows a similar conclusion with respect to the Greeks. Alfred 
entered the hostile camp of the Danes, under “the disguise of a harper, and 
BO entertained them with his music and facetious humours, that he met with 
a welcome reception.” 
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the forti^BS, and speaking kindly to him, promised to release 
him if he would answer truly what he had to ask. Com- 
mencing his anxious inquiries, he then 8ai(^ : — “ To whom 
belongs that pavilion surrounded by elephants ? ’* Hujlr re- 
plied — “It belongs to king Kdiis.” SohrAb rewimed — “To 
whom belongs the tent on the right?” — “To the warrior 
Tiis.” “ To whom, then, belongs thfft crimson pavilioaf ? ” — 
“To Giidarz.” “Whose is that green pavilion, with the 
Gdvilnl banner flying over it, and in which a throne is seen ?” 
Hujir knew that this was Enstem’s tent ; but he reflected 
that if he told the truth, Sohriib might in his wrath attack 
the champion unprepared, and slay him ; better it would be, 
he fliought, to deny his being present, and accordingly he 
said ; — “ That tent belongs to the chief of the troops sent 
by the Emperor of Chin in aid of king Kdiis.” “Dost 
thou know his name ? ” — “ No, I do not.” Sohjab meditated, 
and said in his heart : — “ 1 see here the plain indications of 
Rustem’s presence, which my mother gave me— -why am I 
deceived ? ” He again questioned Hujir, and received the 
same answer. “ Then where is Rustem’s tent ? ” he asked, 
impatientlj’. “It appears that he has not yet arrived from 
Ziibulistiin.” 

At this the stripling’s heart was sunk in grief ; 

The tokens which his mother gave, were all 
Conspicuous ; yet his father was denied ; 

Bo Fate decieed it. Still he lingering hoped 
By further question, and encouragement. 

To win the important secret from Hujir. 

Again he said, with persuasive gentleness, “ Look well 
around ; try if thou can’sb find the tent of Rustem, and thou 
shalt be richly rewai-ded for thy trouble.” “ Rustem’s tent 
may be in some degree similar to that ; but it is not Rustem’s.” 
Hujir then went on in praise of the champion, and said 

“ 'When roused to fury in the battle-field, 

What is a man, an elephant, or pard ; 

The strength of five-score valiant men exceeds not 
Kustem’s unwearied nerve and towering frame.** 
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Then Sohriib said to him Why dost thou praise Rustem 
in this manner to me ? Where hast thou seen the strife of 
heroes ? ” Hujj^r became alarmed, and thought within him- 
self, if I point out Rustem’s tent, no doubt he will be killed 
by this ambitious youth, and then there will be no one to 
defend the Persian throne. Sohnib continued with emotion ; 
— “P(lint out to me th? tent of Rustem, this moment, or 
thou shalt die ! ” Hujlr again paused, and said within him- 
self: — “More honourable will it be to save the lives of 
Rustem and Kilns than my own. — What is my life compared 
to theirs ?— Nothing ! ” He then said aloud: — “Why thus 
seek for a pretext to shed my blood — why these pretences:, 
since my life is in thy power ! ” Sohrab turned from Rim 
in despair, and descending from the rampart on which he 
stood, an’ayed himself in armour, and prepared for battle, 
ftis first object was to attack the centre where Kaiis was 
posted; thitlicr he proceeded, and called out aloud:— “I 
have sworn to be revenged on Kaiis for the murder of Zin- 
dell ; if he has any honour let him meet me in single com- 
bat.” Sohrilb stood alone on the plain, firm as the mountain 
Alberz, and such terror had seized upon the hearts of the 
warriors, that not a man had courage enough to advance a 
step against him. After a short space, Sohriib called out 
again “The king cannot be excused. It is not the custom 
of kings fo be without honour, or to skulk aivay like foxes 
from the power of lions in battle. 0, Kiliis, wherefore dost 
thou hesitate to enter the field ? 

“ Why have they named thee, Kai-Kdils, the king, 

If thou’rt unfit to combat with the brave ? ’ ’ 

K4fis was apnalled by the insulting boldness of the youth, 
and called to his friends to inform Rustem of the dilemma 
into which he was thrown, and the panic of his waiTiors, w^ho 
seemed deprived of their senses. But Rustem had resolved 
not to fight on that day. “Let another chief,” said he. 
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“oppose the Tartar, and when he is overthrown it will be 
my turn.’* Kiiis then sent Tiis to urge him to comply, and 
the champion being made acquainted with the distress ‘and 
terror of the king, hurried on his armour, anft left his tent. 
On the way, he said to himself : “ This enemy^ must be of 
the demon-breed, otherwise why should such an impression have 
been made on the warriors, that they ace afraid to oppose^him.” 
Then throwing aside all apprehension on his own account, and 
placing his trust in God, he' appeared before Sohrdb, who in- 
vited him to go to a little distance, tind fight apart from the 
beholders. The invitation being accepted, Sohrab said : “ No 
mortal has power to resist this arm— thou must perish I ” — 
“ this boasting ? Thou art but a child, and where hast 
thou seen the conflicts *of the valiant ? I am myself an old 
experienced warrior ; I slew the White Demon and all his 
Demon-host, and neither lion, nor dragon, nor tiger, can escape 
from me. 

Compassion rises in my heart, 

I cannot slay thee — let us part I 
Thy youth, thy gallantry, demand 
A different fate than murderous brand.” 

• 

“ Perhaps,” replied Sohriib, “ thou art Rustem ! ” — “ No, I 
am only the servant of Rustem.” At this declaration, 

Aspiring hope was turned to sad dismay. 

And darkness quenched the joyous beam of day. 

At first the two combatants fought with spears, which were 
soon shivered to pieces ; then with swords, which became 
liaclted like saws, and then with clubs. So fiercely they con- 
tended that their mail was tom in pieces, their weapons bent, 
and their horses almost exhausted. Blood and sweat poured 
down on the ground as they strugged, and their throats were 
parched ^vith thirst. Both stood still for a while to breathe. 
Rustem said to himself ; “ I never saw man or Demon with 
such activity and strength ; ” and Sohriib thus addressed the 
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champion gaily, “When then art ready, come and try the 
effects of .bow and arrow 1” They then engaged with bows 
and** arrows, but without any decisive result. Afterwards they 
used their hanefc and arms in wrestling, and Rustem applied as 
much force q|9 might have shaken a mountain, to raise Sohrilb 
from the ground, but he could not move him. Sohrib then 
endeavoured to lift up hm antagonist, but in vain. Both were 
satisfied, and forsook each other’s hold. Sohriib however had 
recourse to his mace, and struck a heavy blow on the head of 
Rustem, who reeled with the pain it inflicted. The laughing 
stripling, in consequence, spoke tauntingly to him, and Rustem 
said, “ Night is coming on, we will resume the battle to-morrow.” 
Sohrib replied, “ Go, I have given thee enough, I will now let 
KjIus feel the sharpness of my sword I ” and, at the same 
moment that he proceeded against the Persian king, Rustem 
g%lloped forward to be revenged on the Tiiriinians. But in the 
midst of his CSreer, the unprotected situation of Kdiis struck 
his mind, and returning to his own army, found that Sohrsib 
had slain a number of his warriors, and was still com- 
mitting great havoc. He called to him, and said, “Let 
there be a truce to-night; but if thou art still •for war, 
oppose thyself to me alone ! ” Sohrilb was himself weary, 
and closed with the first proposal. Both accordingly retired 
to their tents. 

In the night Kiiis sent for Rustem, and observed, that during 
the whole period of his life he had never witnessed or heard of 
such overwhelming valour as had been exhibited by the young 
invader ; to which Rustem replied, “ I know not, but he seems 
to be formed of iron. I have fought him with sword, and 
arrow, and mace, and he is still unhurt. In the warrior’s art 
he is my superior, and Heaven knows what may be the result 
to-morrow.” Having retired to his own place of rest, Rustem 
passed the night in petitions to the Almighty, and to his 
brother Zii^ra he said, “ Alas ! I have felt that the power 
of this youth’s arm is prodigious. Should any thing untoward 
happen in the ensuing fight, go immediately to Zil, and think 
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not of opposition to this triumphant Tartar, for certainly the 
whole of Persia will fall under his control.” , 

Meanwhile Sohrilb, having returned to hi^ tent, said to 
Hiirndn, “This old man has the strength and the port of 
Rustem ; God forbid that, if the signs which my another gave 
be true, he should prove my father I ” Hiirndu said, in answer: 
“ I have often seen Rustem, and I kHow him ; but this#is not 
the champion of Persia — and though his horse is like Rakush, 
it is not the same.” From this declaration of Hiirndn, Sohrdb 
felt assured that this was not Rustem. 

As soon as the morning dawned both the combatants were 
opposed to each other ; and when the eye of Sohrib fell upon 
Rustem, an instinctive feeling of aifection rose in his heart, 
and he wished to close the contest in peace. * 

“ Let us together sit and shun the strife, 

Which sternly seeks eaeh other’s valued life 
Let others mix in fight, whilst we agree, 

And yield our hearts to peace and amity. 

Affection fills my breast with hopes and fears, 

For thee my cheeks are overflowed with tears ; 

How have I ceaseless sought to know thy name. 

Oh, tell it now, thou man of mighty fame.” 

To, this address, Rustem replied, that the words of the pre- 
ceding evening were of a different import, and the agreement 
was to wrestle to-day. “ I am not,” said he, “ a j)crson of 
trick or artifice, nor a child, as thou art, but I am prepared 
to wrestle with thee.” SohiAb finding every effort fruitless, 
all his hopes disappointed, and his views frustrated at every 
step, dismounted and prepared for the contest. Rustem was 
already on foot, tightening his girdle previous to the struggle. 

Like lions they together tugged, and strained 
Their nervous limbs ; — and ^m their bodies flowed 
Streams of red blood and sweatw Sohrdb with force 
Equal to a mad elephant’s, raised up 
The champion, and upon the sandy plain 
Dashed him down backward. Then upon his breast. 

Fierce as a tiger on a prostrate elk, 

He sat, all ready to lop off the head. 
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But Rustem called out in time, and said, “ According to 
the custom of my country, the first time a combatant in 
wrcslling is thrown, his head is not severed from his body* 
but only after ^he second fall.” As soon as Sohrib heard 
these words,^he returned his dagger into the sheath, and 
allowed his antagonist to rise. 

Wh^n the youth rctiiincd to his tent, and told Hiimdn 
what he had done, the Turanian chief lamented deeply the 
tlioughtlessnQSS of his conduct. “ To ensnare the lion,” said 
he, and then set him at liberty to devour thee, was cer* 
tainly a foolish thing ! ” But Sohrab said, He is still in 
my power, being inferior to me in skill and strength, and I 
shall to-moiTOw be able to command the same advantage.* 
To this/i Human replied, “ The wise never look upon an enemy 
as weak and contemptible ! ” 

,Whcn Rustem had escaped from the battle with Sohriib, 
he purified llftnself with water, and prostrated himself all 
night in devotion to the Almighty, praying that his former 
strength and power might be vouchsafed to him. It is said 
that in the first instance God gave him so much strength, 
that in placing his foot upon a rock it sunk to ks centre. 
But as he was thus unable to walk, he prayed for a suitable 
diminution of power, and the prayer was accepted. With 
this diminished power, though still prodigious, he was now 
again favoured, and on the following day the fight Avas re- 
newed.* “ What ! here again ? ” said Sohrab, triumphantly. 

Again their backs they wrestling bend,* 

Again their limbs they seem to rend ; 

They seize each other’s girdle-band, 

And strain and grasp with foot and hand, 

Doubt hanging still on either side, 

From morn to sombre even-tide. 


* Wrestling is a favourite sport in the east. From Homer down to Statius, 
the Greek and Roman poets have introduced wrestling in their Epic poems. 
Wrestlers, like the gladiators at Rome, are exhibited in India on a variety of 
occasions. Prize wrestlers were common in almost every European nation. 



THE SHAn NlMEE. 


139 


At length Rustem made a powerful effort, and got Sohrdb 
under him. Apprehensive however that he had nob strength 
enough to keep him there, he plunged his dag^ger in the side 
of the unhappy youth, and fatally prevented all further re- 
sistance. Groaning heavily, the dying Sohrilb B%id : “ Alas ! 
I came here in anxious search of my father, and it has cost 
me my life. But if thou wert a filli, and sought ref^ige at 
the bottom of the ocean, or a star in the heavens, my father 
will be revenged on thee for this deed.” — “What is thy 
fathei*’s name ? ” said the champion. “ His name is Rustem, 
and my mother is the daughter of the king of Samengjin.” 
On^ hearing these words, the world faded before Rustem’s 
eyes, and he fell senseless on the ground. After some time 
he rose up in deep agitation, and asked Sohrab what tokens he 
possessed to prove the truth of his assertion, — “for I am 
Rustem ! ” be said in agony. “ Alas ! ” rejoined Sohryb, 
“ the instinctive feeling was ever at my heart, out, wonderful 
to say, it received no mutual assurance from thine ! If a 
token is required, ungird my mail, and there behold the 
amulet which my mother bound on my arm, and which 
Rustem ^a^'e to her, saying that it would be of extraordinary 
use on a future day.” The sight of the amulet was an over- 
whelming blow to the father — he exclaimed in bitterness of 
soul : “ 0 cruelly art thou slain my son I my son ! What 
father ever thus destroyed his own offspring ! I flialj never 
be released from the horror of this dreadful crime, and there- 
fore better will it be that I put an end to my own existence ! ” 
But Sohrib dissuaded him from this resolution. “ It has been 


TlkC old poet Drayton in liis Toly-Olbion alludes to this manly exercise in 
England. 


This isle In nrcstling doth e\ccl ; 
With collars be they yciked, to prove the arm at length, 
Lihe hulls set head to head, with nicer deliver sticngtli 
Or hy the girrlles grasp'd, they practice with the hip, 
Tlio forward, backward, falx, tlio innr, the turn, tlie trip 
When stiipt into their ahiits each other tlicy invade, 
Within a apocious ring, for Uie behuldera made, 
According to the law. 
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my destiny tims to perish, it can be of no avail to kill thyself. 
Let pe depart, alone — and thou remain for ever.” Kustem, in 
utter despair,' ^ung himself on the ground, and covered his 
head with dust and ashes ; whilst Sohrdb continued writhing 
and fluttering like a bird, from the anguish of his wound. 

When the people of Kdiis perceived Rakush riderless, they 
reporteid to him that R^lstem was dead, and a loud wail of 
sorrow arose from the whole army. The messenger who was 
sent to ascertain the particulars of the misfortune, found Rus- 
tem rolling in the dust in the deepest affliction, and Sohrab at 
the point of death ; and raising up the head of the champion,, 
asked him what had happened. “ I have done that,” said Jic, 
“ which has made me weary of life. I have, in my old age, 
slain my son ! ” Ziiara, his brother, hearing this, turned in 
sorrow to Sohriib, who said to him ; “ Such is my destiny, such 
the will of fortune. It was decreed that I should perish by the 
hand of my fatlicr. I came like a flash of lightning, and now 
I depart like the empty wind.” Both Rustem and Zuira were 
inconsolable, but Sohrab again tried to soothe them, and said, 
“ No person remains for ever in the n orld ; then why this 
•grief?” He then addressed Rustem, “0 let not those who 
have followed my fortunes be put to trouble, or punished on my 
account, — they are not to blame.” And Rustem set his mind 
entirely at rest about them. 

Guda^z n’as now sent by the champion to Kaiis to ask him 
for a cordial balm which he possessed of wonderful virtue, in 
the hope that it might restore Sohrab to life. But when the 
king heard the request, he said ; “ Doubtless the cordial will 
make him better, but I cannot forget the scandal and disgrace 
which this youth heaped upon me even in presence of my own 
army. Besides which, he threatened to deprive me of my 
crown, and give it to Rustem. I will not serve him.” 

tt 

When Giidarz heard this cruel speech. 

Which flinty heait alone could tench. 

He hastened back and told the tale j 
But though it was his fate to fail, 
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Bustem himself, the king might calm, 
And gain the life-reviving balm 1 
Then Rustem to his sovereign went, 

But scarcelj had he reached the tent, ^ 
Ere news arrived that all was past, — 

The warrior-youth had breathed his last 1 


Rustem returned with the utmost speed, and continued 
mourning intensely. “ Son of the valiant ! thou art gdne, the 
descendant of heroes has departed. Right would it be were I 
to cut off both my hands, and sit for evermore in dust and 
darkness.” The body of Sohrdb was then placed on a bier, 
and there was nothing but lamentation. 

Alas ! for that valour, that wisdom of thine, 

Alas 1 that sweet life thou wert doomed to resign ; 

Alas I for the anguish thy mother must feel, 

And thy father’s affliction, which time will not heal. 

• 

The champion now proceeded to his tent, and consigned all 
his property, warlike appurtenances, and armour, to the flames. 

Why should .affection cling to this vain world. 

Still fleeting, never for a moment fixed 1 
Who that has reason or reflection ever 
Can be deceived by life’s delusive joys 7 


Kdus himself now repaired to Rustem, and offered him the 
consolation he required ; 

“No one is free from sorrow, all 
Who sojourn on this earthly ball, 

Must weep o’er friends and kindred gone, 

And some are left to mourn, alone. 

’Twas ever thus since time began, 

For sorrow is the lot of man.” 

Upon this Rustem observed: *‘Thus it is, the vrow has 
reached the mark. My son is dead I and after this, I shall 
never more gird my loins against the Turanians. Let me 
request thkt lliirndn may he allowed to return with his army 
unmolested to hia own countiy, and that peace be made with 
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Afrasiyab.” The king acceded to this solicitation, saying, 
“ ^y lieart bleeds for thee, and on thy account I will overlook 
the injuries aii^ insults which I have received from my implac- 
able enemy. Let them go.” Ziidra was appointed to see Hiimitu 
and the Taiiar troops across the Jihiin, and at the same time 
Kellis with his army returned to Iriln. 

Meanwhile Rustem aedbmpanied the bier of Sohrilb to Sistaii, 
and was met by Zill, with his household and troops in mourning 
raiment, throwing ashes over their heads. He said to his fatliey, 
Alas ! in this nanw coffin lies the very image of Sdin 
Siiwdr ! ” and when the bier was conveyed into the house, loud 
and continued lamentations burst forth from the mother of 
Rustem and the women of her family. At length the body of 
Sohrilb was honourably interred, and a lasting monument 
erected to his memory. 

• “When the jaelancholy tidings of the stripling’s fate arrived 
at Samengan, and were communicated to Tahmineh, she lighted 
a fire and threw herself into it ; and when rescued from the 
flames by her people, she burnt her flowing hair, and disfigured 
her body in die agony of desperation. 

With her clenched hand she lore her raven locks, 

Locks of ensnaring beauty, as these words. 

Uttered with frenzied look, and tiembling accent. 

Fell from hn lips : My child, my darling child ! 

Wlere art thou now, mixed with the w'orthlcss earth, 

• ] n a remote, inhospitable land ? 

Seeking thy father, what hast thou obtained ? 

Death from a parent’s hand ! 0 how I loved thee. 

And watched thee night and day ; whom can I new 
Clasp in these longing arms, to whom relate 
The agony I suflFer I 0 my child ! 

Where were the tokens W'hich I gave to thee. 

Why didst thou not present them to his view 1 
But wherefore did 1 madly stay liehind, 

And not point out to thee thy mighty father ? *’ 

Thus wildly she exclaimed, and all around 
Seeing her frantic grief, shed floods of tears. 

The stripling’s horse w'as brought, and to her bosom 
She pressed the hoofs, and kissed the head and face, 

Bathing them with her tears. His mail, and helm, 

Bow, spear, and mace, his bridle, shield, and saddle, 
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Were all before her, and with these she beat 
Her bursting head, as if she could not feel 
Aught but the wounds of her maternal spirit. 

Thus she unceasing raved and wept by turns, 

Till one long year had passed — then, welcome ^dcath 
Released her from the heavy load of life. 

The pressure of unmitigg^d woe. 


Thk STOEY op SAIAWUSH. 

Early one morning as the cock crew, Tiis arose, and accom- 
panied by Giw and Giidarz and a company of horsemen, pro- 
ceeded on a hunting excursion, not far from the banks of tbe 
Jlhiin, where, after ranging about the forest ft)r some time, 
they happened to fall in with a damsel of extreme beauty, with 
smiling lips, blooming cheeks, and fascinating mien. They said 
to her : 

“ Never was seen so sweet a flower, 

In gai-den, vale, or fairy bower ; 

The moon is on thy lovely face, 

Thy cypress-form is full of grace ; 

But why, ■with charms so soft and meek, 

Dost thou the lonely forest seek ? ” 

She replied that her father was a violent man, ana tinat she 
had left her home to escape his anger. She had crossed the 
river Jihiiii, and had travelled several leagues on foot, in con- 
sequence of her horse being too much fatigued to bear her 
farther. She had at that time been three days in the forest. 
On being questioned respecting her parentage, she said her 
father’s name was Shiwer, of the race of Eeridiiii. Many 
sovereigns had been suitors for her hand, but she did not 
approve of one of them. At last he wanted to marry her to 
Poshang, the ruler of Tiiriln, but she refused him on account 



144 


THE SHJte.NAMEH. 


of his ugliness and bad temper ! This she said was the cause 
of her father’s violence, and of her flight from home. 

^ “ But when his angry mood is o’er, 

He’ll love his daughter as before ; 

And send his horsemen far and near, 

To take me to my Ihother dear ; 

Therefore, I would not further stray. 

But hei-e|swithout a murmuS*, stay.” 

The hearts of both Tiis and Giw were equally inflamed with 
love for the damsel, and each was equally determined to support 
his own pretensions, in consequence of which a quarrel arose 
between them. At length it was agreed to refer the matter to 
the king, and to abide by his decision. When, however, the 
king beheld the lovely object of contention, he was not dis- 
posed to give her to either claimant, but without hesitation 
took her to himself, after having firet ascertained that she was 
of distinguished family and connection. In due time a son 
was born to him, who was, according to the calculations of the 
astrologers, of wonderful promise, and named Saidwush. The 
prophecies about his surprising virtues, and his future renowui, 
made Kiliis anxious that justice should be done tojiis opening 
talents, and he was highly gratified w’hen Kustem agi'ecd to 
take him to ZjibulistAn, and there instruct him in all the ac- 
complishments which Avere suitable to his illustrious rank. lie 
was accordingly taught horsemanship and archery, how to con- 
duct himself at banquets, how to hunt with the falcon and the 
leopard, and made familiar with the mannei-s and duty of 
kings, and the hardy chivalry of the age. His progress in the 
attainment of every species of knowledge and science was sur- 
prising, and in hunting he never stooped to the pursuit of 
animals inferior to the lion or the tiger. It Avas not long before 
the youth felt anxious to pay a visit to his fiither, and Rustem 
willingly complying Avuth his Avishes, accompanied his accom- 
plished pupil to the royal court, where they A\’ere both recciA'ed 
with becoming distinction, Sai^wush haAung fulfilled Kilus 
expectations in the highest degree, and the king’s gratitude to 
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the ohampioii being in proportion to the eminent merit of his 
services on the interesting occasion. After this, however, pre- 
ceptors were continued to enlighten his mind/feven years 
longer, and then he was emancipated from further application 
and study. 

One day Siidaveh, the daughter of the Shah of Hdmdverin, 
happening to see Saiitwush sitting witM his father, the beauty 
of his person made an instantaneous impression on her heart. 

The fire of love cousumed her breast, 

The thoughts of him denied her rest. 

For him alone she pined in grief, 

From him alone she sought relief, 

And called him to her secret bower, 

To while away the passing hour : 

But Saidwush refused the call. 

He Avould not shame his father’s hall. 


The enamoured Siidiveh, however, was not k> be disap-* 
pointed without further effort, and on a subsequent day she 
boldly went to the king, and praising the character and attain- 
ments of his son, proposed that he should be united in marriage 
to one of tl;e damsels of royal lineage under her care. For the 
pretended purpose therefore of making his choice, she requested 
he might be sent to the harem, to see all the ladies and fix on 
one the most suited to his taste. The king approved of the 
proposal, and intimated it to Saiawush ; but Saidnaish was 
modest, timid, and bashful, and mentally suspected in* this 
overture some artifice of Siidilveh. He accordingly hesitated, 
but the king overcame his scruples, and the youth at length 
repaired to the shubisUn, as the retired apartments of the 
women are called, with fear and trembling. When he entered 
within the precincts of the sacred place, he was surprised by 
the richness and magnificence of evei7 thing that struck his 
sight. lie was delighted with the company of beautifiil women, 
and he observed Siiddvch sitting on a splendid throne in on 
interior chamber, like Heaven in beauty and loveliness, with a 
coronet on her head, and her hair floating round her in musky 
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ringlets. Seeing him she descended gracefully, and clasping 
him in her arms, kissed his eyes and face with such ardour and 
enthusiasm ^hat he thought proper to retire from her endear- 
ments and mix among the other damsels, who placed him on a 
golden cha^r and kept him in agreeable conversation for some 
time. After this pleasing interview he returned to the king, 
and gave him a very favourable account of his reception, and 
the heavenly splendour of the retirement, worthy of Jemshid, 
Feridiin, or Hiisheng, which gladdened his father’s heart. Kxlus^ 
repeated to him his wish that he would at once choose one of die 
lights of the harem for his wife, as the astrologers had prophe- 
sied on his marriage the birth of a prince. But Saiitwush 
endeavoured to excuse himself from going again to Siidaveh’s 
apartments. The king smiled at his W’cakness, and assured 
him that Sudiivch was alone anxious for his happiness, upon 
.which the youth found himself again in her power. She was 
surrounded lUy the damsels as before, but, whilst his eyes were 
cast down, they shortly disappeared, leaving him and the 
enamoured Siidilveh together. She soon approached him, and 
lovingly said ; 

*' 0 why the secret keep from one, 

AVhose heart is fixed on thee alone ! 

Say n ho thou art, from whom descended, 

Some Peri with a mortal blended. 

For every maid who sees that face, 

That cypress form replete witli giacc, 

Becomes a victim to the yile s 
Which nestle in those snules ; 

Becomes thy own adonhg slave, 

Whom nothing but thy love can save.” 

To this Saiiiwush made no reply. The history of the adven- 
ture of Ktiiis at Hamiivcran, and what the king and his warri('i‘s 
endured in consequence of the treachery of the father of Suda- 
vch, flashed upon his mind. He therefore was full of ajiprc- 
hension, and breathed not a word in answer to her fondness. 
Siidsiveh observing his silence and reluctance, threw away from 
herself the veil of modesty, 
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And said : O be my own, for I am thine, 

And clasp me in thy arms 1 And then she sprang 
To the astonished boy, and eagerly - 

Kissed his deep crimsoned cheek, which filled sonl 
With strange confusion. “ When the king is dead, 

0 take me to thyself ; see how I stand, 

Body and soul devoted unto thee.” 

In his heart he said : “ This never can be : 

This is a demon’s work — shall I be treacherous ? 

What 1 to my own dear father? N^cr, never ; 

1 will not thus be tempted by the devil ; 

Yet must I not be cold to this wild woman, 

For fear of further folly.” 

Saidwuah then expressed his readiness to be united in mar- 
riage to her daughter, and to no other ; and when this intelli- 
gence was conveyed to Kiiiis by Sudeiveh herself, his majesty 
was extremely pleased, and munificently opened his treasury 
on the happy occasion. But Siidaveh still kept in view her 
own design, and still labouring for its success, sedulously read 
her own incantations to prevent disappointment, at any rate to 
punish the uncomplying youth if she failed. On another day 
she sent for him, and exclaimed : 

“4 cannot now dissemble ; since 1 saw thee 
I seem to be as dead — my heart all withered. 

Seven years have passed in unrequited loye— 

Seven long, long years. O I be not still obdurate, 

But with the generous impulse of affection. 

Oh, bless my anxious spirit, or, refusing, 

Thy life will be in peril ; thou shalt die 1 " 

“ Never,” replied the youth ; “ 0, never, never ; 

Oh, ask me not, for this can never be.” 

Saiawush then rose to depart precipitately, but Siidaveh 
observing him, endeavoured to cling round him and arrest his 
flight. The endeavour, however, was fruitless ; and finding at 
length her situation desperate, she determined to turn the 
adventure into her own favour, by accusing Saidwush of an 
atrocious outrage on her own person and virtue. She accord- 
ingly tore her dress, screamed aloud, and rushed out of her 
apartment to inform Kaiis of the indignity she had sufiFered, 
Among her women the most clamorous lamentations arose, and 

L 2 
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echoed on every side. The king, on hearing that Saiiwush 
had preferred Siidjiveh to her daughter, and that he had medi- 
tated so abodiipable an offence, thought that death alone could 
expiate his crime. He therefore summoned him to his pre- 
sence ; but satisfied that it would be difficult, if not impossible, 
to ascertain the truth of the case from either party concerned, 
he had recourse to a test^ivhich he thought would be infallible 
and conclusive. He first smelt the hands of Sai^Lwush, and 
then his garments, which had the scent of rose-water ; and 
then he took the garments of Suddveh, which, on the contrary, 
had a strong flavour of wine £md musk. Upon this discovery, 
the king resolved on the death of Siidaveh, being convinced of 
the falsehood of the accusation she had made against his son. 
But when his indignation subsided, he was induced on various 
accounts to forego that resolution. Yet he said to her, “ I am 
sure that Saiawush is innocent, but let that remain concealed.” 
Suddveh, however, pei*sisted in asserting his guilt, and continually 
urged him to punish the reputed offender, but without being 
attended to. 

At length he resolved to ascertain the innocence of Saiawush 
by the ordeal of fire ; and the fearless youth pfepared to 
undergo the teirible trial to which he was sentenced, telling 
his father to be un^er no alarm. 

“ The truth (and its reward I claim), 

bear me safe through heroest flame.” 

A tremendous fire was accordingly lighted on the adjacent 
plain, which blazed to an immense distance. The youth was 
attired in his golden helmet and a ■white robe, and mounted on 
a black horse. He put up a prayer to the Almighty for protec- 
tion, and then rushed amidst the conflagration, as collectedly as 
if the act had been entirely free from peril. Wlicn Siidtiveh 
heard the confused exclamations that were uttered at that 
moment, she hurried upon the terrace of the palace and wit- 
nessed the appalling sight, and in the fondness of her heart, 
. ■wished even that she could share his fate, the fate of him of 
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whom she was bo deeply enamoured. The king himself fell 
from his throne in horror on seeing him sunounded and 
enveloped in the flames, from which there seem^ no chance 
of extrication ; bat the gallant youth soon rose up, like the 
moon from the bursting element, and went throng the ordeal 
unharmed and untouched by the fire. Kiids, on coming to his 
senses, rejoiced exceedingly on the Sappy occasion, and his 
severest anger was directed against SudiLveh, whom he now 
determined to put to death, not only for her own guilt, but for 
exposing his son to such imminent danger. The noble youth, 
however, interceded for her. Sddiiveh, notwithstanding, still 
continued to practice her charms and incantations in secret, to 
the end that Saiilwush might be put out of the way ; and in 
this pursuit she was indeed inflefatigable. 

Suddenly intelligence was received that Afrisiyilb had 
assembled another army, for the purpose of mal^ng an irmpj 
tj^n into Ir^n ; and Kdus, seeing that a Tartar could neiCner 
be bound by promise nor oath, resolved that he would on this 
occasion take the field himself, penetrate as far as Balkh, and 
seizing the country, make an example of the inhabitants. But 
Saiilwush perceiving in this prospect of afiiurs an opportunity 
of becoming free from the machinations and witchery of Sii- 
dilveh, earnestly requested to be employed, adding that, with 
the advice and bravery of Rustem, he would be sure ^f success. 
The king referred the matter to Rustem, who candidly declared 
that there ^Yas no necessity whatever for his majesty proceeding 
personally to the war ; and upon this assurance he threw open 
his treasury, and supplied all the resources of the empire to 
equip the troops appointed to accompany them. After one 
month the army marched towards Balkh, the point of attack. 

On the other side Qerslwaz, the ruler of Balghar, joined the 
Tartar legions at Balkh, commanded by BilrmAn, who both 
sallied forth to oppose the Persian host, and after a conflict of 
three days were defeated, and obliged to abandoi^ the fort. 
When the accounts of this calamity reached AfrAsiyiib, he was 
seized with the utmost terror, which was increased by a dreadful 
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dream. He thought he was in a forest abounding with serpents, 
and that tl^ air was darkened by the appearance of countless 
eagles. Th^i*ound was parched up with heat, and a whirlwind 
hurled down his tent and overthrew his banners. On every 
side flowed^ a river of blood, and the whole of his army had 
been defeated and butchered in his sight. He was afterwards 
taken prisoner, and ignominiously conducted to Kdiis, in whose 
company he beheld a gallant youth, not more than fourteen 
years of age, who, the moment he saw him, plunged a dagger 
in his loins, and with the srreatn -of-egojoy produced by the 
wound, he awoke. Gersiwaz had in the meantime returned 
with the remnant of his force ; and being informed of these 
particulars, endeavoured to console Afrdsijiib, by assuring him 
that the true interpretation of tlreams was the reverse of ap- 
pearances. But Afrdsiyjlb was not to be consoled in this 
Inanner. H^ refeiTed to his astrologera, w'ho, however, hesi- 
tated, and were unwilling to afford an explanation of the 
mysterious vision. At length one of them, upon the solicited 
promise that the king would not punish him for divulging the 
truth, described the nature of the warning implied in what had 
been witnessed. 


“ And now I throw aside the veil, 
Which hides the darkly shadowed talc. 
Led by a prince of prosperous star, 

The Persian legions speed to war, 

And in his horoscope we scon 
The loidly victor of Tvran. 

If thou shouldst to the conflict rush, 
Opposed to conquering Saiawush, 

Thy Turkish cohorts will be slain, 

And all thy saving efforts vain. 

For if he, in the threatened strife, 
Should haply chance to lose his life ; 
Thy country’s fate will be the same, 
Stripped of its throne and diadem.” 


Afrisiyib was satisfied with this interpretation, and felt the 
prudence of avoiding a war so pregnant with evil consequences 
to himself and his kingdom. He therefore deputed Gersiwaz 
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to the head-quarters of Saiiiwush, with splendid presents, con- 
sisting of horses richly caparisoned, armour, swords, and qfher 
costly articles, and a written despatch, proposing^ termination 
to hostilities. 

In the meantime Saiiiwush was anxious to pursue the enemy 
across the Jlhiin, but was dissuaded by his friends. When 
Gerslwaz arrived on his embassy he ^as received with distinc- 
tion, and the object of his mission being understood, a secret 
council was held upon what answer should be given. It was 
then deemed proper to demand : first, one hundred distin- 
guished heroes as hostages ; and secondly, the restoration of 
all the provinces which the Turanians had taken from Irdu. 
Gersiwaz sent immediately to Afrasiy^b to inform him of the 
conditions required, and without the least delay they were 
approved. A hundred waniors were soon on their way ; and 
BokhiLra, and Samerkd-nd, and Haj, and the ^ Punjab, were 
faithfully delivered over to Saidwush. Afritsiyab himself re- 
tired towards Gungduz, saying, “ I have had a terrible dream, 
and I will surrender whatever may be required from me, rather 
than go to war.” 

The negotiations being concluded, Saiiwush sent a letter to 
his father by the hands of Rustem. Rumour, however, had 
already told Kiiiis of Afrasiyab’s di*eam, and the terror he had 
been thrown into in consequence. The astrologers in his 
service having prognosticated from it the certain fuii; of the 
Tiirinian king, the object of Rustem’s mission was directly 
contrary to the wishes of Kids ; but Rustem contended that 
the policy was good, and the terms were good, and he thereby 
incurred his majesty’s displeasure. On this account Kids ap- 
pointed Tds the leader of the Persian army, and commanded 
him to march against Afrisiyib, ordering Saiiwush at the same 
time to return, and bring with him his hundred hostages. At 
this command Saiiwusli was grievously offended, and consulted 
with his chieftains, Bihrim, and Zinga, and Shiwerin, on the 
fittest course to be pursued, saying, “ I have pledged my word 
to the fulfilment of the terms, and what will the world say if I 
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do not keep my faith ? ’* The chiefs tried to quiet his mind, 
and recommended him to write again to Kiliis, expressing his 
readiness tc^^enew the war, and return the hundred hostages. 
But Saiiiwush was in a different humour, and thought as Tus 
had been ytually appointed to the command of the Persian 
army, it would be most advisable for him to abandon his 
country and join Afr<isiyjlb. The chiefs, upon hearing this 
singular resolution, unanimously attempted to dissuade him 
from pursuing so wild a course as throwing himself into thoj 
power of his enemy ; but he was deaf to their entreaties, and 
in the stubbornness of his spirit, wrote to Afrclsiyitb, informing 
him that Kiiiis had refused to ratify the treaty of peace, that 
he was compelled to return the hostages, and even himself to 
seek protection in Tiirdn from the resentment of his father, the 
warrior Tiis having been already entrusted with the charge of 
l^he army. This unexpected intelligence excited considerable 
surprise in th^ mind of Afrasiyab, but he had no hesitation in 
selecting the course to be followed. The ambassadoi-s, Zinga 
and Shiweran, were soon furnished with a reply, which was to 
this effect : “ 1 settled the terms of peace with thee, not with 
thy father. With him I have nothing to do. If •thy choice 
be retirement and tranquillity, thou shalt have a peaceful and 
independent province allotted to thee ; but if war be thy object, 
I will furnish thee with a large army : thy father is old and 
infirm, and with the aid of Rustem, Persia will be an easy con- 
quest.’' Having thus obtained the promised favour and support 
of Afrilsiyiib, SaiUwush gave in charge to Bdhram the city of 
Balkh, the army and treasure, in order that they might be 
delivered over to Tiis on his arrival ; and taking with him 
three hundred chosen horsemen, passed the Jihdn, in progress 
to the court of Afr^iyib. On taking this decisive step, ho 
again wrote to E^us, saying : 

“ From my youth upward I have sufeered wrong 

At first Sfidaveh, false and treacherous, 

Sought to destroy my happiness and fame ; 

And thou hadst nearly sacrificed my life 
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To glnt her vengeance. The astrologers 
Were all unheeded, who pronounced me innocent, 

And I was doomed to brave devouring fire, 

To testify that 1 was free from guilt ; tr 

But God was my deliverer 1 Victory now 

Has marked my progress. Balkh, and all its spoils, 

Are mine, and so reduced the enemy, 

That I have gained a hundred hostages. 

To guarantee the peace which I have made ; 

And what my recompense I a father’s anger. 

Which takes me from my glory. Thus deprived 
Of thy affection, whither can 1 fly ? 

Be it to friend or foe, the will of fate 
Must be my only guide — condemned by thee.*' 

The reception of Saiawnsh by Afrilsiyab was warm and 
flattering. From the gates of the city to tfle palace, gold and 
incense were scattered over his head in the customary manner, 
and exclamations of welcome uttered on cveiy side. 

“ Thy presence gives joy to the land, 

Wliich awaits thy command ; 

It is thine 1 it is thine I 

All the chiefs of the state have assembled to meet thee, 

All the flowers of the land are in blossom to greet thee I " 


The yoitth was placed on a golden throne next to Afrtlsiydb, 
and a magnificent banquet prepared in honour of the stranger, 
and music and the songs of beautiful women enlivened the 
festive scene. They chaunted the praises of Saijiwush, distin- 
guished, as they said, among men for three thingsf: fiyst, for 
being of the line of Kai-kobjld ; secondly, for his faith and 
honour ; and, thirdly, for the wonderful beauty of his person, 
which had gained univereal love and admiration. The favour- 
able sentiments which characterized the first introduction of 
Saiilwush to AfriisiyAb continued to prevail, and indeed the 
king of Tdr^n seemed to regard him with increased attachment 
and friendship, as the time passed away, and shewed him all 
the respect and honour to which his royal birth would have 
entitled him in his own country. After the lapse of a year, 
PirAn-wisah, one of AfrAsiyilb’s generals, said to him : “ Young 
prince, thou art now high in the favour of the king, and at a 
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great distance from Persia, and thy father is old ; would it not 
therefore be better for thee to many and take up thy residence 
among us life ? ” The suggestion was a rational one, and 
Saiit\vush readily expressed his acquiescence ; accordingly, the 
lovely Giilshaher, who was also named Jarira, having been 
introduced to him, he was delighted with her person, and both 
consenting to a union, t!!e marriage ceremony was immediately 
performed. 

And many a warm delicious kis*?, 

Told how he loved the M'cddcd bliss. 

Some time aft^ this union, Pirdn suggested another alliance, 
for the purpose of strengthening his political interest * and 
power, and this was with Ferangis, the daughter of Afriisiyilb. 
But Saiiiwush was so devoted to Giilshaher that he first con- 
sulted with her on the subject, although the hospitality and 
affection of fhe king constituted such strong claims on his 
gratitude that refusal was impossible. Giilshaher, however, was 
a heroine, and willingly sacrificed her own feelings for the 
good of SaUwush, saying slie would rather condescend to bo 
the very handmaid of Ferangis than that the hajjpiness and 
prosperity of her lord should be copipmmificd. The second 
mamage accordingly took place, and AJfrjfiiyiil) was so pleased 
with the match that he bestowed on the bride and her husband 
the soyer^lgnty of Khoten, together with countless treasure in 
gold, and a great number of horses, camels, and elephants. 
In a short time they proceeded to the seat of the new govern- 
ment. 

Meanwhile Kiiiis suffered the keenest distress and sorrow 
when he heard of the flight of Saiawush into TiirsLn, and 
Rustem felt such strong indignation at the conduct of the 
king that he abniptly quitted the court, without i^ennission, 
and retired to SisUn. KjIus thus found himself in an emljar- 
rassed condition, and deemed it prudent to recall both Tiis and 
the army from Balkh, and relinquish further hostile measures 
against Afrdsiyitb. 
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The first thing that SaiAwush undertook after his arrival at 
Khoten, was to order the selection of a beautiful site for his 
residence, and Plriln devoted his services to fulfff that object, 
exploring all the provinces, hills, and dales, on every side. At 
last he discovered a beautiful spot, at the distant of about a 
month’s journey, which combined all the qualities and advan- 
tages required by the anxious prindfe. It was situated on a 
mountain, and surrounded by scenery of exquisite richness and 
variety. The trees were fresh and green, birds warbled on 
eveiy spray, transparent rivulets murmured through the 
meadows, the air was neither oppressively hot in summer, nor 
cold in winter, so that the t^aa^imture, and the attractive 
objects which presented themselves at every glance, seemed to 
realize the imagined charms and fascinations of Paradise. The 
inhabitants enjoyed perpetual health, and every breeze was 
laden with music and perfume. So lovely a ^lace could not 
fail to yield pleasure to Saiawush, who immediately set about 
building a palace there, and garden-temples, in which he had 
pictures painted of the most remarkable persons of his time, 
and also the portraits of ancient kings. The walls were deco- 
rated witR the likenesses of Kai-kobad, of Kai-kaiis, Poshang, ' 
Afrilsiyitb, and Sitm, and Zill, and Rustem, and other champions 
of Persia and Tiinin, When completed, it was a gorgeous re- 
treat, and the sight of it sufficient to give youthful vigour to 
the withered faculties of age. • And yet Saiilwu^ ^yas not 
happy ! Team started into his eyes and sorrow weighed upon 
bis heart, whenever he thought upon his own estrangement 
from home ! 

It happened that the lovely Gulshaher, who had been left in 
the house of her father, was delivered of a son in due time, and 
he was named Fenid. 

Afrilsiyjlb, on being informed of the proceedings of SaiAwush, 
and of the heart-expanding residence he had chosen, was highly 
gratified ; and to shew his affectionate i-egard, dispatched to 
him with the iutolligonce of the bii-th of a son, presents of 
great value and variety. Gersiwuz, the brother of Afntsiyib,. 
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and who had from the first looked upon SaiAwush with a 
jealpus and malignant eye, being afraid of his interfering with 
his own presets in Turin, was the person sent on this Occa- 
sion. But he hid his secret thoughts under the Teil of outward 
praise and a|)probation. Saiiwush was pleased with the intelli- 
gence and the presents, but failed to pay the customary respect 
to Gerslwaz on his arrival, and, in consequence, the lurking 
indignation and hatred formerly felt by the latter were con- 
siderably augmented. The attention of Saiiwush respecting 
his army and the concerns of the state, was unremitting , and 
noted by the visitor with a jealous and scrutinizing eye, so that 
Gersiwaz, on his retuni to the court of Afrilsiyab, artfully 
talked much of the pomp and splendour of the prince, and 
added : “ Saiawush is far from being the amiable character 
thou hast supposed ; he is artful and ambitious, and he has 
oollected an immense army ; he is in fact dissatisfied. As a 
proof of his haughtiness, he paid me but little attention, and 
doubtless veiy hea\7 calamity will soon befall Tiiriin, should he 
break out, as I apprehend he will, into open rebellion. 

For he is proud, and thou hast yet to learn 
The temper of thy daughter Ferangis, 
bound to him in duty and affection ; 

Their purpose is the same, to overthrow 
The kingdom of Tilran. and tliy dominion ; 

^ To merge the glory of thi*; happy realm 
• Into the Persian empire 1 ' 

But plausible and persuasive as were the observations and 
positive declarations of Gerslwaz, Afrisiyjib would not believe 
the iiqputed ingratitude and hostility of Saiiiw'ush. ** He has 
sought my protection,” said he ; “he has thrown himself upon 
my generosity, and I cannot think him treacherous. But if he 
has meditated any thing unmerited by me, and unworthy of 
himself, it will be better to send him back to Kai-kdtis, his 
father.” The artful Gerslwaz, however, was not to be diverted 
from his object : lie said that Saidwiish liad become personally 
acquainted with Turiiu, its position, its weakness, its strength, 
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and resources, and aided by Rustem, would soon be able to 
overrun the country if he was suffered to return, and therefore 
he recommended AfrilsiyAb to bring him from Kh<>Een by some 
artifice, and secure him. In conformity with this suggestion, 
Gerslwaz was again deputed to the young prince, ^nd a letter 
of a friendly nature written for the purpose of blinding him to 
the real intentions of his father-in-l!iw. The letter was no 
sooner read than Saislwush expressed his desire to comply mtli 
the request contained in it, saying that Afrasiyab had been a 
father to him, and that he would lose no time in fulfilling in 
all respects the wishes he had received. 

This compliance and promptitude, however, was not in har- 
mony with the sinister view's of Gersiwaz, for he foresaw that 
the very fact of answering the call immediately would shew 
that some misrepresentation had been practised, and conse- 
quently it was his business now to promote piycrastinatiouf 
and an appearance of evasive delay. He therefora said to him 
privately that it would be advisable for him to w’ait a little, 
and not manifest such implicit obedience to the will of Afra- 
siy^b ; but Saiawush replied, that both his duty and affection 
urged him*to a ready compliance. Then Gersiwaz pressed him 
more w'armly, and represented how inconsistent, how unworthy 
of his illustrious lineage it would be to' betray so meek a spirit, 
especially as he had a considerable army at his command, and 
could v indicate h is dignity and his rights. And he ‘addressed 
to him those specious arguments so incessantly and with such 
earnestness, that the deluded prince was at last induced to put 
off his departure, on account of his wife Ferangis pretending 
that she w'as ill, and saying that the moment she was better he 
would retuiTi to Turdn. This was quite enough for ti-eachery 
to work upon ; and as soon as the QerslBaz 

conveyed it with the f- Afnl"iixiilT Appear- 

ances, at least, were thus made strong against Saiiiwush, and 
the tyrant of Tdnin, now easily convinced of his falsehood, and 
feeling in consequence his former enmity renewed, forthwith 
afisembled an army to punish his refractory son-in-law. Gersi^ 
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waz was appointed the leader of that army, which was put in 
motion without delay against the unoffending youth. The 
news of Afr^iyib’s w'arlike preparations satisfied the mind of 
Saiciwush that Gersiwaz had given him good advice, and that 
he had been a faithful monitor, for immediate compliance, he 
now concluded, would have been his utter ruin. When he 
communicated this unwelcome intelligence to Ferangis, she was 
thrown into the greatest alarm and agitation ; but ever ^pitfiil 
ip eYpedifint^ . suggested the course that it seemed necessary he 
should instantly adopt, which was to fly by a circuitous route 
back to Iran. To this he expressed no dissent, provided she 
would accompany him ; but she said it was impossible to do so 
on account of the condition she was in. “ Leave me,” she 
added, “ and save thy own life * ” He therefore called together 
his three hundred Iranians, and requesting Ferangis, if she 
happened to be delivered of a son, to calihim Kai-khosi‘iiu, set 
off 0)1 his joufney. 

. T j jjll soon beff 

•• I go, surroundodY . ijes 

The hand of mercile^^to 0p>4b 
Lifted against me.” 

yet to \ • 

It was not the fortune of pr, to escape so 

easily as had been anticipated by Ft, overthrow l^rslwaz was soon 
at his heels, and in the battle that Iranians were 

killed, and also the horse upon which tne unfortunate prince 
rode, so that on foot he could make but little progress. In the 
meantime Afrasiyilb came up, and suiTounding him, Avanted to 
shoot him with an arrow, but he was restrained from the violent 
act by the intercession of his people, who recommended his 
being taken alive, and only kept in prison. Accordingly he 
was again attacked and secured, and still Afntsiyjib wished to 
put him to death ; but Pilsam, one of his warriors, and the 
brother of Piran, induced him to relinquish that diaboli^.p . 1 ^.-" 
intention, and to convey him back to his own palace. Saidwush 
was then iguomiuiously fettered and conducted to the royal 
residence, w'hich he had himself erected and ornamented with 
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Buch richness and magnificence. The sight of the city and its 
splendid buildings filled every one with wonder and admiration. 
Upon the arrival of Afrjisiyiib, Ferangis hastened to hinf in a 
state of the deepest distress, and implored his clemency and 
compassion in favour of Saiawush. 

“ 0 father, he is not to blaiffc, 

Still pure and spotless is his name ; 

Faithful and generous still to me, 

And never — never false to thee. 

This hate to Gerslwaz he owes, 

The worst, the bitterest of his foes ; 

Did he not thy protection seek. 

And wilt thou overpower the weak ? 

Spill royal blood thou shouldcst bless, 

In cruel sport and wantonness ? 

And earn the curses of mankind, 

Living, in this precarious state, 

And dead, ihc torments of the mind. 

Which hell inflicts upon the great 
Who revel in a murderous course, 

And rule by cruelty and force. 


It scarce becomes me now to tell, 
What the accursed Zohak befel, 

Or what the punishment which hurled 
Selim and Tdr from out the world. 
And IS not Kaus living now, 

With rightful vengeance on his brow 7 
And Kustem, who alone can make 
Thy kingdom to its centre quake ? 
Giidarz, Zuara, and Friburz, 

And Tils, and Girgin, and Framurz ; 
And others too of fearless might, 

To challenge thee to mortal fight 7 
O, from this peril tm-n away, 

Close not in^loom so bright a day ; 
Some heed to thy poor daughter give, 
And let thy guiltless captive live.” 


The effect of this appeal, solemnly and urgently delivered, 
was only transitoij. Afrdsiydb felt a little compnontinn at the 
moment, but soon resumed his ferocious spirit, and to ensure, 
without interruption, the accomplishment of his pui-pose, con- 
fined Ferangis in one of the remotest parts of the palace ; 
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And thus to Gersiwaz unfeeling spoke : 

“ OfE witn his head, down with the enemy ; 

Bu^ake especial notice that his blood 
Stams not the earth, lest it should cry aloud 
For vengeance on us. Take good care of that I " 

Gersiwaz, 'who was but too ready an instrument, immediately 
directed Kani-zira, a kinsman of Afrslsiy^b, who had been also 
one of the most zealous in promoting the rain of the Persian 
prince, to inflict the deadly blow ; and Saiawush, whilst under 
the grasp of the' executioner, had but time to pub up a prayer 
to Heaven, in which he hoped that a sou might be born to him 
to vindicate his good name, and be revenged on his murderer. 
The executioner then seized him by the hair, and throwing him 
on the ground, severed the head from the body. A golden 
vessel was ready to receive the blood, as commanded by Afra- 
siyab ; but a few drops happened to be spilt on the soil, and 
upon that sptt a tree gi-ew up, which was aftcrwai-ds called 
Saiiiwush, and believed to possess many wonderful virtues! 
The blood was carefully conveyed to Afirdsiydb, the head fixed 
on the point of a javelin, and the body was buried with respect 
and affection by his friend Pilsam, who had witnessed the 
melancholy catastrophe. It is also related that a tremendous 
tempest occurred at the time this amiable prince was murdered, 
and that a total darkness covered the face of the earth, so that 
the people^could not distinguish each other’s faces. Then was 
the name of Afrasiyitb truly execrated and abhoiind for the 
cruel act he had committed, and all the inhabitants of Khoten 
long cherished the memory of Saiiwush, 

Ferangis was frantic with grief when she was told of the sad 
fate of her husband, and all her household uttered the loudest 
lamentations. Pilsam gave the intelligence to Piran, and the 
proverb was then remembered : “ It is better to be in hell, 
than under the rule of Afrasiyjib I ” When the deep sorrow of 
Ferangis reached the cars of her father, he determined on a 
Rnm piary nrocedm’e . and ordered Gersiwaz to have her privately 
so that there might be no issue of her maraiage 

with Saiiiwush. 



THE SIlAn NlMEir. 


101 


Ph’dn with horror heard this stern command, 

And hasten'd to the king, and thus addressed him : 

“ What ! would’st thou hurl thy vengeance on a wojaan, 

That woman, too, thy daughter ? Is it wise, 

Or natural, thus to sport with human life ? 

Already hast thou taken from her arms 
Her unoffending husband — ^that was cruel ; 

But thus to shed an innocent woman’s blood. 

And kill her unborn infant — that would be 
Too dreadful to imagine I Is she nof 
Thy own fair daughter, given m happier time 
To him who won thy favour and affection 7 
Think but of that, and from thy heart root out 
This demon wish, which leads thee to a crime, 

I Moeking ^'ere the endeavour 

To keep the murder secret, and when known, 

The world’s would pursue thy name. 

And after death, what would thy portion be 1 
No more of this — honour me with the charge, 

And 1 will keep her with a father’s care. 

In my own mansion.” Then AfrdsiyAb 
Readily answ ered : “ Take her to thy home, 

But when the child is born, let it be brought 
Promptly to me— my will must be obeyed. ’ 

Piriii rejoiced at his success ; and assenting to the command 
of Afrdsiyiib, took Ferangis with him to Khoten, where in due 
time a child, was born, and being a son, was called Kai-khosrdu. 
As soon as he was born, Piraii took measures to prevent his 
being earned off to Afi-asiydb, and committed him to the care 
of some peasants on the mountain ICaliin, On the same night 
Afrisiyib had a dream, in which he received iutimatigti of the 
birth of Kai-khosrdu ; and upon this intimation he sent for 
Pir^ to know why his commands had not been complied with. 
Plrdn replied, that he had cast away the cliild in the wilder- 
ness : “ And why was he not sent to me ? ” inquired the 
despot. “ Because,” said Pirdn, “ I considered thy own future 
happiness ; thou hast unjustly killed the father, and Godfjrbid 
that thou shouldst also kill the son ! ” Afnisiyitb was abashed, 
and it is said that ever after the atrocious murder of Saidwush, 
he had been tormented with the most terrible and ba p-fm-inff 
dreamA. Gerslwaz now became hateful to his sight, and he 
began at last deeply to repent of his violence and inhumanity. 
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Kai-khosn'ui grew up under the foEsfcering protection of the 
peasants, and showed early marks of surprising talent and 
activity, fte excelled in manly exercises ; and hunting ferocious 
animals was his peculiar delight. Instructors had been pro- 
vided ^tajntiatejij^ all the arts and j)ursuits cultivated by 
the warriors of those days, and c\ o.n in his twelfth year accounts 
were forwarded to Pii^n of several wonderful feats which he 
had performed. 

TliPii smiled tbc good old man, and joyful said : 

*• 'Tis ever thus — the youth of royal blood 

Will not disgrace his lineage, hut betray 

By his superior niicn and gallant deeds 

From whence he sprung. Tis by the \jiieiou .s fruit 

We know the tree, and glory in its ripeness ! 

Piriili could not resist paying a visit to the youth in his 
mountainous retreat, and, happy to find him, beyond all 
'expectation,* distinguished for the elegance of his external 
appearance, and the superior qualities of his mind, related to 
him the circumstances under w'hich he had been exposed, and 
the rank and misfortunes of his father. An artifice then 
occurred to liini wliich promised to be of ultimate advantage. 
He afterwards told Afriisiyab that the offsjiving of Ferangis, 
thrown by liim into the wilderness to perish, had been found 
by a peasant and brought up, but that he understood the boy 
w*a8 littl^ better than an idiot. Afnisiyilb, upon this informa- 
tion, “desired that he might he sent for, and in the meantime 
Plriin took especial care to instruct Kai-khosnlu how he should 
act ; which was to seem in all respects insane, and he accord* 
ingly appeared before the king in the dress of a prince with a 
golden crown on his head, and the royal girdle round his loins. 
Kai-khosrilu proceeded on horseback to the court of Afrasiyjib, 
and having performed the usual salutations, was suitably 
received, though with strong feelings of shame and remorse on 
the part of the tyrant. Afnisiyjib put several questions to him, 
which were answered in a wild and incoherent manner, entirely 
at variance with the subject proposed. The king could not 
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help smilin 
him to be 

thought, could possibly be apprehended from nim aj^ in 

mind. Pirin triumphed in the success of his scheme, and lost 
no time in taking Kai-khosiVui to his mother. Albthe people 
of Khoten poured blessings on the head of the youth, and 
imprecations on the merciless spirit ®f Afi-iisiyah. The city 
built by Saiilumsh had been razed to the ground by the exter- 
minating fury of his enemies, and wild animals and reptiles 
occupied the place on which it stood. The mother and son 
visited the spot where SaiiiAvush was barbarously killed, and the 
tree, which grew up from the soil enriched by his blood, was 
found verdant and flourishing, and continued to possess in 
perfection its marvellous virtues. 


g, and supposing him to be totau v derang^et 
sent with presents to his mother, for no harm, he 


The tale of Saiawiish is loUl ; 

• And now the pages bright unfold, 

Kustem’s revenge — SildAveh’s fate — 

AfrAsiydb’s degraded state, 

And that terrific curse and jjan 
Which fell at last upon Turin 1 

# 

When Kai-kiius heard of the fate of his son, and all its 
noiTible details were pictured to his mind, he was thrown into 
the deepest affliction. His warriors, Tus, and Giidarz, and 
Bahrain, and Friburz, and Ferhild, felt with equal keenness 
tlio loss of the amiable prince, and Rustem, as soon as the 
dreadful intelligence reached Sistan, set off with his troops to 
the court of the king, still full of indignation at the conduct 
of Kalis, and oppressed with sorrow respecting the calamity 
which had occurrcfl. On his arrival he thus addressed the 
weeping and ^iac oiisolatc father of Saiawush, liimself at the 
same time drowned in tears ; 
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“ How has thy temper turned to nought, the seed 
Which niight have grown, and cast a glorious shadow ; 
Hoie is it scattered to the barren winds ! 

I’hy love for false Siidjiveh was the cause 
Of all this misery ; she, the Sorceress, 

O’er whom thou hast so oft in rapture hung, 
EnRiantcd by her charms ;* she was the cause 
Of this destruction. Thou art woman’s slave ! 

Woman, the bane of man’s felicity ! 

Who ever trusted ^oman ? Death were better 
Than being under woman’s influence ; 

She places man upon the foamy ridge 
Of the tempestuous wave, which rolls to ruin» 

Who ever trusted woman? — Woman 1 woman ! ' 

Kili'ts looked down with melancholy mien, 

And, half consenting, thus to Rustem said : — 

“ SucUveh's absorbed my soul, 

And she has 'brought this wretchedness upon me.” 
Rustem rejoined — “ The world must be revenged 
Upon this false SiidAveh ; — she must die.” 

Kai!is was silent ; but his tears flowed fast, 

And shame withheld resistance. Rustem rushed 
Without a pause towards the shubistan ; 

Impatient, nothing could obstruct his speed 
To slay Siidaveh ; — her he quickly found, 

And lapidly his sanguinary sword 
I'crformed its office. Thus the Sorceress died. 

Such was: the punishment her crimes receive 1. 


Haviog tlius accomplished the first part of his vengeance, he 
proceeded with the Persian army against Afrasiyiib,. and all tlic 
Iranian warriors followed his example. AVhen he had i^ene- 
trated a^far as Tiiran, the enemy sent forward thirty thousand 
men to oppose his progi'ess ; and in the conflict which ensued, 
Ferimurz took Sarkhd, the son of Afrtlsiyilb, prisoner. Rustem 
delivered him over to Tub to be put to death precisely in 


* So Shakespeare : 

Nay, but this dotage of our general s 
O'eraows the iiicaHurc : those lus goodly eyes 
Tliat o'er the flies and masters of the wai 
Have glowed like nl^d Mars, now bend, now turn, 

The office and devotion of their view 
Upon a taurny front ; his captain's heart, 

Which in the scuffles of great fights hath bui-st 

The buckles on liis In-cast, reneges all temper 

And is become the bellows aildlne fan 

To cool a gipsy’s lust. Antojjy and Oliopatba, I., 1. 
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the same manner as Saiiiwush ; hut the captive represented 
himself as the particular friend of Saiiiwush, and^begge^ tc 
DC pardoned on that account. Eustcm, however, had sworn 
that he would take his revenge, without pity or remorse, and 
accordingly death was inflicted upon the unhapilj- prisoner, 
whose blood was received in a dish, and sent to Kdus, and the 
Revered head suspended over the gatflfe of the king’s palace. 
Afriisiyiib hearing of this catastrophe, which sealed the fate 
of his favourite son, immediately collected together the whole 
of the Turiinian army, and hastened himself to resist the 
conquering career of the enemy. 

As on they morel ; with loud and dissonant clang- ; 

, Ills numerous tioops shut out the prospect round ; 

No sun was visible by day ; no moon, 

Nor stars by in"ht. The tramp of men and steeds, 

And rattling drums, and shouts, were only hcaul, 

And the blight gleams of armour only seen. 

Ere long the two armies met, when Pilsam, the brotlicr of 
Piriin, was ambitious of opposing his single arm against 
Rustem, upou which Afriisiyiib said : — Subdue Rustem, and 
thy reward "shall be iny daughter, and half my kingdom.” 
Piriin, however, observed that he was too young to he a fit 
match for Che experience and valour of the Persian champion, 
and would have dissuaded him from the unequal cojtcst, but 
the choic e was his own, and he was consequently permitted by 
Afriisiyab to put his bravery to the test. Pilsam accordingly 
went forth and suinmoncd Rustem to the fight ; but Giw, 
hearing the call, accepted the challenge himself, and had 
nearly been thrown from his horse by the superior activity of 
his opponent. Fertiraurz luckily saw him at the perilous 
moment, and darting forward, with one stroke of his sword 
shattered Pilsam’s javelin to pieces, and then a new strife 
began. Pilsam and Ferilmurz fought together with dggjjgaliflP, 
till both were almost exhausted, and Rustem himself was 
surprised to see the display of so much valour. Perceiving 
the wearied state of the two waiTiors he pushed forward 
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Rakush, and called aloud to Pilsam : — “Am I not the person 
ch^Jlenged^” and immediately the TiirilTuan chief proceeded 
to encounter him, striking with all his might at the head of 
the champion ; but though the sword was broken by the blow, 
not a hair his head was disordered. 


I’hcn riustcm urging on his gallant steed, 

Fixed his long javelin in the girdle band 
f)f his ambitious foe, and quick unhorsed him ; 

Then di’agged him on towards Afrdsi3"al), 

And, scolling, cast him at the despot’s feet. 

“ Here comes the glorious conqueror,” he said ; 

“ Now give to him thy daughter and thy treasure, 

Thy kingdom and thy soldiers ; has he not 
Done honour to thy country ? — Ts he not 
A jewel in thy crown of sovereignty ? 

"Wiiat arrogance inspired the fruitless hope 1 
Tliiiik of thy trcachciy to Saiawush ; 

Thy savage cruelty, and never look 

For aught but deadly hatred fiom mankind ; 

And It the field of fight defeat and rum.” 

Thus scornfully he spoke, and not a man. 

Though in the presence of Afrasiyab, 

Had vSoul to meet him ; fear o’ercame tliom all 
Jlorarch and wamois, for a time. At length 
Shame was awakened, and the king appeared 
In arms against the champion. Fieicely they , 
Hulled llicir sharp javelins— Rustem’s struck the liead 
Of his opponent’s hoi'se, which floundm-ip g 
And overturned his lidcr. Anxious then 
The champion sprang to seize the royal prize ; 

But Human rushed between, and saved his master, 
Who vaulted on another horse and fled. 


Having thus rescued Afrasiyab, tlie wary chief exercised all 
his cunning and adrpitnpsR to escape himself, and at last 
succeeded. Rustem pursued him, and the Turanian troops, 
who had folloAved the example of the king ; but though 
thousands were slain in the chase which continued for many 
farsangs, no further advantage was obtained on that day. 
Next morning, however, Rustem resumed his pursuit ; and the 
enemy hearing of his approach, retreated into Chinese Tartary, 
to secure, among other advantages, the person of Kai-khosrtlu ; 
leaving the kingdom of TiirAn at the mercy of the invader, 
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who mounted the throne, and ruled therc, it is said, about 
seven years, with memorable severity, profifirih^n^y jnd puttinjij 
to death every person who mentioned the name of Afrii^yab. 
In the mean time he made splendid presents to Tiis and 
Giidarz, suitable to their rank and services ; arffl ZiUra, in 
revenge for the monstrous outrage committed upon Saiawusli, 
burnt and destroyed every thing th!!t came in his way ; his 
wrath being exasperated by the sight of the places in which the 
young prince had resided, and recreated himself with hunting 
and other sports of tlie field. The whole realm, in fact, was 
delivered over to plunder and devastation ; and every individual 
of the army ^vas enriched by the appropriation of public and 
private wealth. The companions of Itustem, however, grew 
weary of residing in Turan, and they strongly represented to 
him the neglect which Kai-kitus had suffered for so many 
years, recommending his return to Persia, as being more 
honourable than the exile they endured in an un genial climate. 
Rustem’s abandonment of the kingdom was at length canued 
into effect ; and he and his waniors did not fail to take away 
with them all the immense property that remained in jewels 
and gold * part of which was conveyed by the champion to 
Zibul and Sistan, and a goodly proportion to the king of kings 
in Persia. 

When to Afrdsiyab was known 
The plunder of his realm and throne, 

That the destroyer & reckless hand 
With fire and swoid had scathed the land, 

Sorrow and anguish filled his soul, 

And passion raged beyond control ; 

And thus he to his warriors said : — 

“ At such a time, is valour dead ? 

The man who hears the mournful tale. 

And is not by liis country’s Jjale 
Urged on to vengeance, cannot be 
Of woman born ; accursed is he ! 

The time will come when I shall reap 
The harvest of i cscntmcrit deep ; 

And till anives that fated hoiu, 

Farewell to joy in hall or bower.” 

Rustem, in taking revenge for the murder of Suiiiwusli, had 
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not been unmindful of Kai-khosriu, and had actually sent to 
the remote parts of Tartary in quest of him. 

lE'is said that Giidarz beheld in a dream the young prince, 
who pointed out to him his actual residence, and intimated 
that of all tke warriors of Kdiis, Giw was the only one destined 
to restore him to the world and his birth-right. The old man 
immediately requested h* son Giw to go to the place where the 
stranger ■would be found. Giw readily complied, and in his 
progress provided himself at every stage successively with a 
guide, whom he afterwards slew to prevent discovery, and in 
this manner he proceeded till he reached the boundary of Chin, 
enjoying no comfort by day, or sleep by night. His only food 
was the flesh of the wild ass, and his only covering the skin of 
the same animal. He went on traversing mountain and forest, 
enduring every privation, and often did he hesitate, often did 
he think of returning, but honour urged him forward in spite 
of the trouble and impediments with which he was continually 
assailed. Arriving in a desert one day, he happened to meet 
with several persons, who upon being interrogated, said that 
they were Bent by Pirdn Wlsah in search of Kai-kahs. Giw 
kept his own secret, saying that he was amusing hmisclf with 
hunting the wild ass, but took care to ascertain from them the 
direction in which they were going. During the night the 
parties separated, and in the morning Giw proceeded rapidly 
oil his^roifte, and after some time discovered a youth sitting by 
the side of a fountain, with a cup in his hand, whom he sup- 
posed to be Kai-khosrdu. The youth also spontaneously 
thought “ This must be Giw ; ” and when the traveller ap- 
proached him, and said, “ I am sure thoii art the son of SaiA- 
wush ; ” the youth observed, “ I am equally sure that thou art 
Giw, the son of Giidarz.” At this Giw was amazed, and falling 
at his feet, asked how, and from what circumstance, he recog- 
nized him. The youth reph’ed that he knew all the warriors of 
K^iis ; Rustem, and Kish wad, and Tiis, and Giidarz, and the 
rest, from their portraits in his father’s gallery, they being 
deeply impressed on his mind. He therr asked in what way 
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Glw had discovered him to be Kai-khosrjiu, and Giw answered, 

“ Because I perceived something kingly in thy qpuntenance. 
But let me again examine thee ! ” The youth, at this recjuest, 
removed his garments, and Gi'vv beheld that mark on his body 
which was the heritage of the race of Kai-kobtld Upon this 
discovery he rejoiced, and congratulating himself and the young 
prince on the success of his missio n, ftlated to him the purpose 
for which he had come. Kai-khosriiu was soon mounted on 
horseback, and Giw accompanied him respectfully on foot. 
They, in the first instance, pursued their way towards the 
abode of Ferangis, his mother. The persons sent by Pirdn 
Wisah did not arrive at the place where Kai-khosrdu had been 
kept till long after Giw and the prince departed ; and then 
they were told that a Persian horseman had come and carried 
off the youth, upon which they immediately returned, and 
communicated to Pirdn what had occurred. Ferangis, in re^ 
(X)vering her son, mentioned to Giw, with the fondness of a 
mother, the absolute necessity of going on without delay, and 
pointed out to him the meadow in which some of Afntsiyiib’s 
horses were to be met with, particularly one called Behzad, 
which onwj belonged to Saiiiwush, and which her father had 
kept in good condition for his own riding. Giw, therefore, 
went to the meadow, and throwing hi^ kamimd, secured Behztid 
and another horse ; and all three being thus accommodated, 
hastily proceeded on their journey towards Iran. 

Tidings of the escape of Kai-khosrdu having reached Afrd- 
siydb, he dispatched Kulbdd with three hundred horsemen after 
him ; and so rapid were his movements that he overtook the 
fugitives in the vicinity of Bulgharia. Khosrdu and his mother 
were asleep, but Giw being awake, and seeing an armed force 
evidently in pursuit of his party, boldly put on his armour, 
mounted Behzad, and before the enemy came up, advanced to 
the charge. He attacked the horsemen furiously with sword 
and mace, for he had heard the prophecy, which declared that 
Kai-khosrau was destined to be the king of kings, and therefore 
he braved the direst»peril with confidence, and the certainty of 
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success. It was this feeling ^vhich enabled him to perform such 
a prodigy of valour, iu putting Kulbild and his three hundred 
hor^men to the route. They all fled defeated, and dispersed 
pi’ecipitately before him. After this surprising victory, be re- 
turned to tkj halting place, and told ICai-khosrau what he had 
done. The prince was disaiipoiiitcd at not having been 
awakened to participate«in the exploit, but Giw said, “ I did 
not wish to disturb thy sweet slumbers unnecessarily. It was 
thy good fortune and prosperous star, however, which jnadc me 
triumph over the enemy.” The three travellers then resuming 
their journey : 

Through dicary track, and pathless waste, 

And wood and wild, their way they traced. 

The return of the defeated Kulbitd excited the greatest 
bidignatiou in the breast of Piran. “ What ! three hundred 
soldiers to fl/from the valour of one man ! Had Giw pos- 
sessed even the activity and might of Rustem and Sam, such a 
shameful discomfiture could scarcely have hai)pened.” Saying 
this, he ordered the whole force under his command to be got 
ready, and set off himself to overtake and intercept the fugi- 
tives, who, fatigued wfith the toilsome march, were only able to 
proceed one stage in the day. Pirdn, therefore, who travelled 
at the rate of one hundred leagues a day, overtook them before 
they had passed through Bulgharia. Ferangis, who saw the 
enemy's banner floating in the air, knew that it belonged to 
Piriln, and instantly awoke the, two young men from sleep. 
Upon this occasion, Khosrau insisted on acting liis part, instead 
of being left ignominiously idle ; but Giw was still resolute and 
determined to preserve him from all risk, at the peril of his 
own hfe. “ Thou art destined to l^e the king of the world ; 
thou art yet young, and a novice, and hast never known the 
toils of war ; Heaven forbid that any misfoitune should befall 
thee : indeed, whilst I live, I will never suffer thee to go into 
battle ! ” Khosrjlu then proposed to give him assistance ; but 
Giw said he wanted no assistance, not even from Rustem ; 
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“ for,” lie added, “ ia art and strength we are equal, having 
frequently tried our skill together.” Rustem hjid giv^ his 
daughter in man'iage to Giw, he himself being married to Giw’s 
sister. “ Be of good cheer,” resumed he, get upon some high 
place, and witness the battle between us. ^ 

Fortune will still from H(jg,vcn descend, 

The god of victory is my fiicnd.” 

As soon as he took the field, Piran thus addressed him : 
“Thou hast once, singly, defeated three hundred of my 
soldiers ; thou shalt now see what punishment awaits thee at 
my hands. 

For should a warrior be a rock of steel, 

A thousand ants, gathered on every side, 

In time will make him but a heap of dust.” 

Ill reply, Giw said to Piriln, “ I am the man who bound thy 
two women, and sent them from China to Persia — Rustem and 
I are the same in battle. Thou knowest, when he encountered 
a thousand horsemen, what was the result, and what he accom- 
plished ! Thou wilt find me the same : is not a lion enough to 
overthrow a thousand kids ? 

If but a man survive of thy proud host, 

Brand me with coward — say I’m not a warrior. 

Ahcady have I tiiumphcd o’er Kulbad, 

And now I’ll take thee prisoner, yea, alive ! 

And send thee to Kdus — there thou wilt be 
Slam to avenge the death of Saiawush ; 

Tiiran shall perish, and Afiasiyab, 

And every earthly hope extinguished quite.” 

Hearing tins awful threat, ITrdn turned pale 
And shook with terror, — trembling like a i^ccd ; 

And saying : “ Go, I will not light with thee ! ” 

But Giw asked fiercely : “ Why ? ” And on he rushed 
Against the foe, who fled — ^but ’twas in vain. 

The kamund round the old man’s neck was thrown, 

And he was taken captive. Then his troops 
Showered their sharp arrows on triumphant Giw, 

To free their master, who was quickly brought 
Before Kai-khosrau, and the kamund placed 
Within his royal hands. This service done, 

Giw sped against the Tartars, and full soon 
Defeated and dispersed them. 
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On his return, Giw expressed his astonishment that Pirdn 
was still ali^e ; when Ferangis interposed, and weeping, said 
how much she had been indebted to his inteiposition and the 
most active humanity on various occasions, and particularly in 
saving herseTf and Kai-khosrdu from the wrath of Afriisiyiib 
after the death of Saiilwush. “ If,” said she, “ after so much 
generosity he has commitfSd one fault, let it be forgiven. 

Let not the man of many virtues die, 

For bcinpf guilty of one trifling error. 

Lot not the friend who nobly saved my life, 

And more, the dearer life of Koi-klinsrau, 

Buffer from us. O, he must never, never, 

Feel the sharp ]mig of foul ingratitude. 

From a true prince of the Kaiaman lacc.” 

But Giw paused, and said, “ I have sworn to crimson the 
etfrth with hi^ blood, and I must not pass from my oath.” 
Khosrdu then suggested to him to pierce the lobes of Pirdn’s 
ears, and drop the blood on the ground to stain it, in order that 
he might not depart from his word ; and this humane fraud 
was accordingly committed. Khosniu further interceded ; and 
* instead of being sent a captive to IviLus, the good old*man was 
set at liberty. 

When the particulars of this event wci’c described to Afra- 
siyab by Pinin Wisuh, he was exceedingly sorrowful, and 
lamented deeply that Kai-khosrau had so successfully effected 
bis escape. But he had recourse to a further expedient, and 
sent instructions to all the feiTymeii of the Jihun, with a 
minute description of the three travellers, to prevent their 
passing that river, announcing at the same time that he himself 
was in pursuit of them. Nut a moment was lost in p'’eparing 
his army for the march, and he moved forward with the utmost 
expedition, night and day. At the j^eriod uhen Giw arrived on 
the banks of the Jiliiin, the stream ivas vciy rapid and for- 
midable, and he requested the ferrymen to produce their cer- 
tificates to show themselves equal to their duty. They 
•pretended that tJieir certificates were lost, but demanded for 
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their fare the black horse upon which Giw rode. Glw replied, 
that he could not part with his favourite horse ; ^nd th^ re- 
joined, “ Then give us the damsel who accompanies you.” Giw 
answered, and said, “ This is not a damsel, hut the mother of 
that youth ! ” — “ Then,” observed they, “ give u^ the youth’s 
crown.” But Glw told them that he could not comply with 
their demand ; yet he was ready to r5\vard them with money to 
any extent. The pertinacious ferrymen, who were not anxious 
for -money, then demanded his armour, and this was also 
refused ; and such was their independence or thfti r_ effrnotorv . 
that they replied, “If not one of these four things you are 
disposed to grant, c ross the ” Giw 

whispered to Kai-kliosrdn, and told him that there was no time 
for delay. “ When Kavah, the blacksmith,” said he, “ rescued 
thy great ancestor, Feridiin, he passed the stream in his armour 
without impediment ; and why should we, in a^cause of equal 
glory, hesitate for a moment ? ” Under the inspiring influence 
of an auspicious omen, and confiding in the protection of the 
Almighty, Kai-khosriiu at once impelled Lis foaming horse into 
the river ; his mother, Fcriiigis, followed with equal intrepidity, 
and then Giw ; and notwithstanding the perilous passage, they 
all successfully overcame the boiling ,^jlCge, and landed in 
safety, to the utter amazement of the ferrymen, who of course 
had expected they w'ould be diwned. 

It BO happened that at the moment they touched tliew shore, 
Afrdsiyjib with, his army arrived, and had the mortification to 
see the fugitives on the other bank, beyond liis reach. His 
wonder was equal to his disappointment. 

“ What spirits must they have to brave 
The terrors of that boiling wave — 

With steed and liarness, riding o’er 
The billows to the further shore.’’ 

— It was a cheering sight, they say. 

To sec how well they kept their way, 

How Fcrangls impelled her liorso 
Across that awful torrent’s coui-se, 

Guiding him ivith heroic hand, 

To reach unhurt the fi-iendly strand. 
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Afrilsiytlb continued for some time mute witli astonishment 
and vexation, and wlicn ho recovered, ordered the fenymen to 
get r hnaia. i.n pasfl him p ypr thp. rivQ3» ; hut HumsllV 

dissuaded him from tliat measure, saying that tlicy could only 
convey a ftw troops, and they would doubtless be received 
by a large force of the enemy on the other side. At these words, 
Afrasiyiib seemed to devour his own blood with grief and in- 
dignation, and immediately retracing his steps, returned to 
Tiiran. 

As soon as Giw entered within the boundary of the Persian 
empire, he poured out thanksgivings to God for his protection, 
and sent intelligence to Kaus of the safe arrival of the party 
in his dominions. The king rejoiced exceedingly, and ap- 
pointed an honorary deputation under the direction of Gudarz, 
to meet the young prince on the road. On fimt seeing him, the 
l;ing moved forward to receive him ; and weeping affectionately, 
kissed his eye^ and face, and had a tlirone prepared for him 
exactly like his own, upon uhich he seated him ; and calling 
the nobles ard waniors of the land together, commanded them 
to obey him. All readily promised their allegiance, excepting 
Tiis, who left the court in disgust, and repairing forthwith to 
the house of Friburz, one of the sons of ICaiis, told him that he 
would only pay homage and obedience to him, and not to the 
infant whom Giw had just brought out of a desert. Next 
day the grfeat men and leaders were again assembled to declare 
publicly by an official act their fealty to Kai-khosrau, and 
Tiis was also invited to the banquet, which was held on the 
occasion, but he refused to go. Giw was deputed to rcj)eat the 
invitation ; and he then said, “ I sliall pay homage to Fifburz, 
as the heir to the throne, and to no other. 

“ For is lie not tlic son of Kui-kiius, 

And \v’orthy of llic regal crown and throne ? 

1 want not any of the race of Poshang — 

Konc of the proud Tviraiiian dynasty — 

Fruitless has been tliy peril, Giw, to biing 
A silly child among us, to defraud 
The rightfu’ prince of his inheritance 1 ” 
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Glw, in reply, vindicatad the character and attainments of 
Khosrilu, but Tub was not to be appeased. He tjiercfore re- 
turned to his father and communicated to him what hai oc- 
curred. Giidarz was roused to great wrath by this resistance to 
the will of the king, and at once took twelve thousS,nd men and 
his seventy-eight kinsmen, together with Giw, and proceeded 
to support his cause by force of arin^ Tiis, apprized of his in- 
tentions, prepared to meet him, but was reluctant to commit 
himself by engaging in a civil war, and said, internally : 

“ If I unslicatli Ihc sword of strife, 

Numbers on either side will fall, 

I would not sacrifice the life 
Of one who owns my sovereign’s thrall. 

3Iy country would abhor the deed, 

And may I never sec the hour 
When Persia’s sons are doomed to bleed, 

But when opposed to foreign power. • 

The cause must be both good and time, 

And if their blood in war must floiv. 

Will it not seem of brighter hue. 

When shed to crush the Tartar foe ? ’’ 

Possessing these sentiments. Tub sent an envoy to Giidarz, 
suggesting the suspension of any hostile proceedings until 
information on the subject had been first communicated to the 
king. Kdiis was extremely displeased with Giidarz for Jiis pre- 
cipitancy and folly, and directed both him and Tiis to repair 
immediately to court. Tiis there said fi-ankly, “ I now owe 
honour and allegiance to king Kiliis ; but should he happen to 
lay aside the throne and the diadem, my obedience and loyalty 
will be due to Friburz his lieir, and not to a stranger.” To 
this, Gudarz replied, “ Saidwush was the eldest son of the king, 
and unjustly murdered, and therefore it becomes his majesty to 
appease and rejoice the soul of the deceased, by putting Kai- 
khosrilu in his place. Kai-khosriiu, like Feridiin, is worthy of 
empire ; all the nobles of the land are of this opinion, excepting 
thyself, which must arise from ignorance and vanity. 
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From Nauder certainly thou art descended, 

Not from a stranger, not from foreign loins ; 

Bl>t though thy ancestor was wise and mighty, 

Art thou of equal merit ? No, not thou 1* 
Regarding Khosrdu, thou hast neither shewn 
Reason nor sense — but most surprising folly 1 ” 

To this -contemptuous speccli, Tiis thus replied ; 

Ungenerous warrior ! wherefore thus employ 
Such scornful woMs to me ? Who art thou, lu-ay 1 
Who, but the low*escendant of a blacksmith ? 

No Khobrau claims thee for his son, no chief 
Of noble blood ; whilst I can truly boast 
Kindred to princes of the highest worth. 

And merit not to be obscured by thee 1 ” 

To him then Gudara : “ Hear me for this once, 
Then shut thy cais for ever. Need I blush 
To be the kinsman of the glorious Eavah ? 

Tt is my humour to be proud of him. 

Although he was a blacksmith ; — that same man, 
Who, when the world could little boast of valour, 
Tore up the of the fiend Zohak, 

And gave the Peisians freedom from the fangs 
Of tl\g devouring serpents. He it was, 

Who raised the banner, and prodaimod aloud. 
Freedom for Persia 1 Need I blush for him 1 
To him the empire owes its greatest blessing, 
llic prosficrous rule of viituous Fcridiln.” 

Ti'r wi at Ilf ully rejoined : “Oldman! thy nnow 
"May jiiei’cc an anvil — mine can picice the i c.irt 
Of the Kaf mountain I If thy mace can bieak * 
A rock asunder— mine can stiike the sun ! ” 


The anger of the two heroes beginning to e.xceed all proper 
bounds, Kilus commanded silence ; when Giidarz came forward, 
and aied permission to say one word more : “ Call Khosrau 
and Friburz before thee, and decide impartially between them 
which is the most worthy of sovereignty — let the wisest and 
the bravest only be thy successor to the throne of Persia.” 
Kills replied : 

“ The father has no choice among bis children, 

He loves tliem all alike — his only care 
• Is to prevent disunion ; to preserve 

Brotherly kindness and respect among them.” 

After a pause, he requested the attendance of Friburz and 
Khosriu, and told them that there was a demon-fortress in the 
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vicinity of his dominions called Bahmen, from which fire was 
continually issuing. “ Go, each of you,” said he, “ agai^^st this for- 
tress, supported by an army with which you shall each be equally 
provided, and the conqueror shall be the sovereign of Persia.” 
Frlburz was not soriy to hear of f Vt i n g ^y and 

only solicited to be sent first on the expedition. He and Tiis 
looked upon the task as perfectly ea8y,"^nd promised to bo back 
triumphant in a short time. 

But when the army reached that awful fort, 

The ground seemed all in flames on every side ; 

One universal fire raged round and round, 

And the hot wind was like the scorching breath 
Which issues from red fm-naops, where spirits 
Infernal dwell. Full many a warrior brave, 

And many a soldier perished in that heat, 

Consumed to ashes. Nearer to the foit 
Advancing, they beheld it m mid-air. 

But not a living thing — nor gate, nor door : 

Yet they remained one w-eek, hoping to find 
Some hidden inlet, suffering cruel loss 
Hour after hour — but none could they descry. 

At length, despairing, they returned, worn out. 

Scorched, and half -dead with watching, care, and toil. 

And thus Frlburz and Tiis, discomfited 
And sad, appeared before the Pereian king. 

Then was it Khosidu’s turn, and him Kaiis 
Dispatched with Giw, and Gi’idarz, and tlic troops 
Appointed for that entcriirise, and blessed them. 

When the young prince approached the dafitufitLscaBe 

Of his cxulm t. he saw the blazing fort 

Reddcning the sky and earth, and well he knew ’ 

This was the work of sorcery, the spell 
Of demon-spirits. In a heavenly dieam, 

He had been taught how to destroy the charms 
Of fell magicians, and defy their power. 

Though by the devil, the devil himself, sustained. 

He wrote the name of God, and piously 
Bound it upon his javelin’s point, and pressed 
Fearlessly forward, showing it on high ; 

And Giw displayed it on the magic walls 
Of that proud fortress — breathing forth a prayer 
Craving the aid of the Almighty armf 
When suddenly the red fires died away, 

And all the world was darkness. Kho^u's troops 
Following the orders of their prince, then shot 
Thick clouds of arrows from ten thousand bows, 
lu the direction of the enchanted tower, 
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The an’ows fell like i-ain, and quiekly slew 
A host of demons, — presently bright light 
, DispcKcd the gloom, and as the mist relied ofi 
In jjnlphuq^p.irfilnR. the Surviving fiends 
Were seen in rapid flight ; the fortress, too, 

Distiimtly shone, and its prodigious gate, 

Throng which the conquerors passed. Great wealth they 
found, 

And having sacked tl^ place, KhosrAu erected 
A’lofty temple, to commemorate 
His name and victory there, then back returned 
Triumphantly to gladden king Kaiis, 

Whose heart expanded at the joyous news. 

The result of Kai-khosrau’s expedition against the enchanted 
castle, compared with that of Friburz, was sufficient of itself to 
establish the former in the king’s estimation, and accordingly 
it was announced to the princes and nobles and wan’iors of the 
land, that he should succeed to the throne, and be crowned on 
a fortunate d^. A short time afterwards the coronation took 
place with great pomp and splendour ; and Kliosraii conducted 
himself towards men of every rank and station with such perfect 
kindness and benevolence, that he gained the affections of all 
and never failed daily to pay a visit to his grandfather Kaiis, 
and to familiarize himself with the affairs of the kingdom which 
he was destined to govern. 

Justice be spread with equal hand, 

Hooting oppression from the land ; 

And every desert, wood, and wild, 

AVilh early cultivation smiled ; 

And every plain, with verdure clad, 

And cvciy Pci'sian heart was glad. 
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kai-khosrAu. 

The tidings of Khosrilu’s accession to the throne were received 
at Sistan by Zill and Rustem with heartfelt pleasifte, and they 
forthwith hastened to court with rich presents, to pay him 
their homage, and congratulate hiA on the occasion of his 
elevation. The heroes were met on the road with suitable 
honours, and Khosrjiu embracing Rustem affectionately, lost no 
time in asking for his assistance in taking vengeance for the 
death of Saiiwush. The request was no sooner made than 
granted, and the champion having delivered his presents, then 
proceeded with his father Ziil to wait upon K^iis, who prepared 
a royal banquet, and entertained Khosrau and them in the most 
sumptuous manner. It was there agreed to march a large army 
against Afrilsiyilb ; and all the warriors zealously came forward 
with their best services, except Zal, who on account of his age 
requested to remain tranquilly in his own province. Khosriu 
said to Kclus : 

“ The throne ean yield no happiness for me, 

* Nor can I sleep the sleep of health and joy 
Till I have been revenged on that destroyer. 

The tyrant of Tilran ; to please the spirit 
Of my poor butchered father.” 

Kiius, on delivering over to him the imperial army* made him 
acquainted with the character and merits of every individual of 
importance. He appointed Friburz, and a hundred warriors, 
who were the prince’s friends and relatives, to situations of 
trust and command, and Tus was among them. Gtidarz and 
his seventy-eight sons and grandsons were placed on the right, 
and Gustahem, the brother of Tiis, with an immense levy on 
the left. There were also close to Khosrslu’s person, in the 
centre of the hosts, thirty-three warriors of the race of Peshang, 
and a separate guard under Byzun. 

In their progress KhoBrd.u said to Fribiu'z and Tiis, “ Fenid, 
who is my brother, has built a strong fort in Bokhara, called 
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KulUb, which stands on the way to the enemy, and there he 
resides witlmhis mother, Giilshaher. Let him not be molested, 
for he is also the son of Sai*lwush, but pass on one side of his 
possessions.” Frlburz did pass on one side as requested ; but 
Tiis, not liking to proceed by the way of the desert, and prefer- 
ing a cultivated and pleasant country, went directly on through 
the plac& which led to tlie very fort in question. When Fcnid 
was informed of the approach of Tiis with an armed force, he 
naturally concluded that he was coming to fight him, and con-^ 
sequently determined to oppose his progress. Tiis, however, sent 
Riu, his son-in-law, to explain to Feriid that he had no quan-el 
or business with him, and only wished to pass peaceably through 
his province ; but Feriid thought this was merely an idle pre- 
text, and proceeding to hostilities, Riii was killed by him in the 
conflict that ensued. Tiis, upon being informed of this result, 
dU’ew up his arjjiy, and besieged the fort into which Fenid had 
precipitately retired. When Fenid, however, found that Tiis 
himself was in the field, he sallied forth from his fastness, and 
assailed him with his bow and anws. One of the darts struck 
and killed the horse of Tiis, and tumbled his rider to the ground. 
Upon this occurrence Giw rushed forward in the’ hopes of 
capturing the prince ; but it so happened that he was unhorsed 
in the same way. Byzun, the son of Giw, seeing with great 
indignation this signal overthrow, wished to be revenged on the 
victor f and though his father endeavoured to restrain him, 
nothing could control his wrath. He sprung speedily forward 
to fulfil his menace, but by the bravery and expertness of Fenid, 
his horse was killed, and he too was thrown headlong from his 
saddle. Unsubdued, however, he rose upon his feet, and invited 
his antagonist to single combat. In consequence of this chal- 
lenge, they fought a short time with spears till Fenid deemed 
it advisable to retire into his fort, from the lofty walls of which 
he cast down so many stones, that Byzun was desperately 
wounded, and compelled to leave the place. When he informed 
Tiis of the misfortune which had befallen him, that warrior 
• vowed that on the following day not a man should rexuain alive 
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in the fort. The mother of Feriid, who was the daughter of 
Wisah, had at this period a dream which informed^er that th« 
fortress had taken fire, and that the whole of the ifthabltants 
had been consumed to death. This dream she communicated 
to Feriid, who said in reply : 

“ Mother 1 I have no dread of death ; 

What is there in this viml bieath ? 

My sire was wounded, and he died ; 

And fate may lay me by his side 1 
Was ever man iramoital? — never 1 
We cannot, mother, live for ever. 

Mine bo the task in life to claim 
In war a bright and spotless name. 

What boots it to be jialc with fear, 

And dread each grief that waits us here ? 

Protected by the power divine, 

Our lot is written — why repine ? 

Tiis, according to his threat, attacked the fort, and burst 
open the gates. Feriid defended himself witli great valour 
against Byzun ; and whilst they were engaged in deadly battle, 
Bahriim, the hero, sprang up from his ambuscade, and striking 
furiously upon the head of Feriid, killed that unfortunate youth 
on the spot. The mother, the beautiful Giilshaher, seeing what • 
had befallen her son, rushed out of the fort in a state of li-enzy, 
and flying to him, clasped him in her arms iu an agony of 
grief. Unable to survive his loss, she plunged a dagger in her 
own breast, and died at his feet. The Persians then bijrst open 
the gates, and plundered the city. Bahram, when he saw what 
had been done, reproached Tiis with being the cause of this 
melancholy tragedy, and asked him what account he would 
give of his conduct to Kai-khosrau. Tiis was extremely con- 
cerned, and remaining three days at that place, erected a lofty 
monument to the memory of the unfortunate youth, and scented 
it with musk and camphor. He then pushed forward his 
army to attack another fort. That fort gave way, the com- 
mandant being killed in the attack ; and he then hastened on 
towards Afrdsiyilb, who had ordered Nizud with thirty thousand 
horsemeu to meet him. Byzun distinguished himself in the 
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contest which followed, but would have fallen into the hands of 
the enemy if he had not been rescued by his men, and conveyed 
fronf ther ^Id of battle. Afrjisiyjlb pushed forward another 
force of forty thousand horsemen under Piriin Wlsah, who 
suffered coiftiderable loss in an engagement with Glw ; and in 
consequence fell back for the purpose of retrieving himself by a 
shubkhun, or night attack. The resolution proved to be a 
good one ; for when night came on, the Persians were found 
off their guard, many of them being intoxicated, and the havoq 
'and destruction committed among them by the Tartars was 
dreadful. The survivors were in a miserable state of desjpon- 
dency, but it was not till morning dawned that Tiis beheld the 
full extent of his defeat and the ruin that surrounded him. 
When Kai-khosrau heard of this heavy reverse, he wrote to 
Friburz, saying, “ I warned Tiis not to proceed by the way of 
^ulMb, because my brother and his mother dwelt in that place, 
and their residince ought to have been kept sacred. He has 
not only despised my orders, but he has cruelly occasioned the 
untimely death of both. Let him be bound, and sent to me a 
prisoner, and do thou assume the command of the army.” 
Friburz accordingly placed Tiis in confinement, and sent him 
to Khosrau, who received and treated him with reproaches and 
wrath, and consigned him to a dungeon. He then wrote to 
Pirin, reproaching him for resorting to a night attack so un- 
worthy of \i brave man, and challenging him to resume the 
battle with him. Pirdn said that he would meet him after the 
lapse of a month, and at the expiration of that period both 
armies were opposed to each other. The contest commenced 
with arrows, then swords, and then with javelins ; and Giw 
and Byzun were the foremost in bearing down the waiTiors of 
the enemy, who suffered so severely that they turned aside to 
attack Friburz, against whom they hoped to be more successful. 
The assault which they made was overwhelming, and vast 
numbers were slam, so that Friburz, finding himself driven to 
extremity, was obliged to shelter himself and his remaining 
troops on the skirts of a mountain. In the meantime Gudarz 
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and Qiw determined to keep their ground or perish, and sent 
Byzun to Friburz to desire him to join them, orif that was 
impracticable, to save the imperial banner by dispatching*it to 
their care. To this message, Friburz replied : “ The traitors 
are triumphant over me on every side, and I cadnot go, nor 
will I give up the imperial banner, but, tell Giidarz to come to 
my aid.” Upon receiving this answer, Byzun struck the 
standard-bearer dead, and snatching up the Derafsh Gdvahni, 
conveyed it to Giidarz, who, raising it on high, directed his 
troops against the enemy ; and so impetuous was the charge,* 
that the carnage on both sides was prodigious. Only eight of 
the sons of Giidarz remained alive, seventy of his kindred 
having been slain on that day, and many of the family of 
Kalis were also killed. Nor did the relations of Afrasiyilb and 
Piriln sutfer in a less degree, nine hundred of them, warriors 
and cavaliers, were sent out of the world ; yet victory remained 
with the TiiiAiiians. 

AVhen Afi-asiyilb was informed of the result of this battle, he 
sent presents and honorary dresses to his officers, saying, We 
must not be contented with this triumph ; you have yet to 
obscure the martial glory of Rustem and Khosrau.” Pirdn ' 
replied, “ No doubt that object will be accomplished with equal 
facility.” 

After the defeat of the Persian army, Friburz retired under 
tlie cover of night, and at length arrived at the epurt of 
Khosrau, who was afflicted with the deepest sorrow, both on 
account of his loss in battle and the death of his brother 
Fenid. Rustem was now as usual applied to for the purpose of 
consoling the king, and extricating the empire from its present 
misfortunes. Khosrau was induced to liberate Tils from his 
confinement, and requested Rustem to head the army against 
Pirdn, but Tiis promptly offered his services, and the champion 
observed, “ He is fully competent to oppose the arms of Plrin ; 
but if Afrilsiyjib takes the field, I will myself instantly follow 
to the war.” Khosriiu accordingly deputed Tiis and Giidarz 
with a large anny, and the two hostile powers were soon placed. 
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in opposition to each other. It is said that they were engaged 
seven day^ and nights, and that on the eighth HiimAn came 
forward, and challenged several warriors to fight singly, all of 
whom he successively slew. He then called upon Tiis, but 
Giidarz nol^permitting him to accept the challenge, sent Giw in 
his stead. The combatants met ; and after being wounded and 
exhausted by their struggles for mastery, each returned to his 
own post. The armies again engaged with arrows, and again 
the carnage was great, but the battle remained undecided. 

Phan had now" recourse to supernatural agency, and sent 
Bani, a renowned magician, perfect in liis art, upon the neigh- 
bouring mountains, to involve them in darkness, and produce 
by his conjuration tempestuous showers of snow" and hail. 
He ordered him to direct all their intense severity against the 
enemy, and to avoid giving any annoyance to the Tiiriinian 
§irmy. Accordingly Avlien Human and Pii’iln Wisah made their 
attack, they Rad the co-operation of the elements, and the 
consequence w"as a desperate overthrow of the Persian army. 

So Ireadful was the carnage, that the plain 
Was crimsoned with the blood of warriors slain. 

• 

In this extremity, Tiis and Gddarz piously put up a prayer to 
God, earnestly soliciting protection from the horrors Avith Avhich 
they were surrounded. 

0 Thou ! the clement, the compassionate, 

Wc are thy servants, succour our distress, 

And save us from the sorcery that now 
Yields triumph to the foe. In thee alone 
We place our trust ; giaciously hear our prayer ! 

Scarcely had this petition been uttered, when a mysterious 
person appeared to Rehslm from the invisible world, and 
pointed to the mountain from whence the tempest descended. 
Heh^m immediately attended to the sign, and galloped forward 
to the mountain, where he discovered the magician upon its 
summit, deeply engaged in incantations and witchcraft. Forth- 
with he drew his sword and cut oil this wizard’s arms. 
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Suddenly a whirlwind arose, which dissipated the utter dark- 
ness that prevailed ; and then nothing remained of Jihe preter - 
gloom, not a particle of the hail or snow was t6 be 
seen : Rchilm, however, brought him down from the mountain 
and after presenting him before Tiis, put an end tc^his wicked 
existence. The armies were now on a more equal footing : 
they beheld move clearly the ravages lhat had been committed 
by each, and each had great need of rest. Tliey acccordingly 
retired till the following day, and then again opposed each 
other with renewed vigour and animosity. But fortune would ' 
not smile on the exertions of the Persian hosts, they being 
obliged to fall back upon the mountain Hamawun and in the 
fortress situated there Tus deposited all his sick and wounded, 
continuing himself in advance to ensure their protection. 
Piriln seeing this, ordered his troops to besiege the place where 
Tiis had posted himself. This was objected to by Human, but 
Pirdn was resolved upon the measure, and had several con- 
flicts with the enemy without obtaining any advantage over 
them. In the mountain-fortress there happened to be wells of 
water and abundance of grain and provisions, so that the 
Persians were in no danger of being reduced by starvation. 
Khosrilu, however, being informed of their situation, sent 
Rustem, accompanied by Friburz, to their assistance, and they 
were both welcomed, and received with rejoicing, and cordial 
satisfaction. The fortress gates were thrown open, and Rustem 
W'as presently seen seated upon a throne in the public hall, 
deliberating on the state of affair’s, surrounded by the most 
distinguished loaders of the army. 

In the mean while Piraii Wisah had written to Afrjlsiyab, 
informing him that he had reduced the Persian army to great 
distress, had forced them to take refuge in a mountain fort, and 
requested a further reinforcement to complete the victory, and 
make them all prisoner’s. Afriisiydb in consequence dispatched 
three illustrious confederates from different regions. There 
was Shinkul of Sugsar, the Rhaki^u of Chin, whose crown was 
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the starry heavens, and Kamus of Kushan, a hero of high 
renown ai^d wondrons in eveiy deed. 


For when he frowned, the air grew freezing cold ; 

A%i when he smiled, the genial spring showered down 
lioscs and hvacintha, and all was brightness I 


Plriin went first to pay a visit to Kamiis, to whom he, almost 
trembling, described the amazing strength and courage of 
Rustem : but Kamiis was too pOAverful to express alarm ; on 
the contrary, he said : 


“ Ts praise like this to Rustem due ? 

And what, if all thou say’st be true ? 

Are his large limbs of iron made ? 

Will they resist my trenchant blade ? 

His head may now his shoulders grace, 

But will it long retain its place ? 

Let me but meet him in the fight, 

And thou shalt sec Kdmi'is’s might 1 ”• 

Plr^n’s spirits rose at this bold speech, and encouraged by 
its effects, he repaired to the Khakiln of Chin, with whom he 
settled the necessary arrangements for commencing battle on 
the following day. Early in the morning the different armies 
under KiLmiis, the Khaktln, and Piran Wisah, were drawn out, 
and Rustem was also prepared with the troops under his 
comipanfl for the impending conflict. He saw that the force 
arrayed against him was prodigious, and most tremendous in 
aspect ; and offering a prayer to the Creator, he plunged into 
the battle. 


’Twas at midday the strife began, 

With steed lo steed and man to man ; 
The clouds of dust which rolled on high. 
Threw darkness o’er the earth and sky. 
Each soldier on the other rushed, 

And every blade with crimson blushed , 
And valiant hearts were trod upon, 

Like sand beneath the horse’s feet, 
And when the warrior’s life was gone, 
His mail became his winding sheet. 
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The first leader who advanced conspicuously from among the 
Tartar army was Ushkabiis, against whom Rehiki boldly 
opposed himself ; but after a short conflict, in which he had 
some difficulty in defending his life from the assaults of his 
antagonist, he thought it prudent to retire. When^shkabus 
saw this, he turned round with the intention of rejoining his 
own troops ; but Rustem having witiJessed the triumph over 
his friend, sallied forth on foot, taking up his bow, and placing 
a few arrows in his girdle, and asked him whither he was 
going. 

Astonished, Ushkabiis cried, “ Who art thou ? 

What kindred hast thou to lament thy fall ? ” 

Rustem replied : “ Why madl}' seek to know 
That which can never yield thee benefit ? 

My name is death to thee, thy hour is come 1 ’* 

“ Indeed 1 and thou on foot, mid mounted warriors, 

To talk so bravely 1 ” — “ Yes,” the champion said ; 

“ And hast thou never heard of men on foot, 

Who conquered horsemen ? lam sent by Tiis, 

To take for him the liorse of Ushkabiis.” 

“ What 1 and unarmed ?” inquired the Tartar chief ; 

“ No 1 ” cried the champion, “ Mark, my bow and arrow 1 
Mark, too, with what effect they may be used 1 ” 

So saying, Rustem drew the string, and straight 
The arrow flew, and faithful to its aim, 

Struck dead the foeman’s horse. This done, he laughed, 

But Ushkabiis was wroth, and showered upon 
His bold antagonist his quivered store — 

Then Rustem raised hia bow, with eager eye 
Choosing a dart, and placed it on the string, 

A thnpp- q f • to his Car he drew 

The feathered potch . and when the point had touched 

The other handTtHc bended horn recoiled . 

And twauig the arrow sped, piercing the breast 
Of Ushkabiis, who fell a lifeless corse, 

As if he never had been bom 1 Erect, 

And firm, the champion stood upoh the plain, 

Towering like mount Alberz, immoveable. 

The gaze and wonder of the adverse host 1 


When Rustem, still unknown to the Turdnian forces, returned 
to his own army, the Tartars carried away the body of Usli- 
kabus, and took it to the Khakin of Chin, who ordered the 
an’ow to be drawn out before him ; and when he and Kimiis 
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saw how deeply it had penetrated, and that the feathered end 
wet '.with blood, they were amazed at the immense power 
which had driven it from the bow ; they had never witnessed 
or heard of any thing so astonishing. The fight was, in 
consequence, suspended till the following day. The Khakdn 
of Chin then inquired who was disposed or ready to be 
revenged on the eneifiy for the death of Ushkabiis, when 
Kimiis advanced, and, soliciting permission, urged forward his 
horse to the middle of the plain. He then called aloud for» 
Rustem, but a Kabul hero, named Alwund, a pupil of Rustem’s 
asked his master’s permission to oppose the challenger, which 
being granted, he rushed headlong to the combat. Luckless 
however were his efforts, for he was soon overthrown and slain, 
and then Rustem appeared in arms before the conqueror, who 
hearing his voice, cried : “ Why this aiTOgance and clamour I 
I am not li]je Ushkabiis, a trembler in thy presence.” Rustem 
replied : 

“ When the lion secs his prey, 

Secs the elk-deer cross his way, 

Roars he not ? The very ground 
Trembles at the dreadful sound. 

And art thou from terror free. 

When opposed in fight to me ? ” 

Kamils now examined him with a stern eye, and was satisfied 
that he had to contend against a powerful waiiior ; he there- 
fore with the utmost alacrity threw his kamund, which 
Rustem avoided, but it fell over the head of his horse 
Rakush. Anxious to extricate himself from this dilemma, 
Rustem dexterously caught hold of one end of the kamund, 
whilst Kamiis dragged and strained at the other ; and so much 
strength was applied that the line broke in the middle, and 
Kimiis in consequence tumbled backwards to the gi-ound. The 
boaster had almost succeeded in remounting his horse, when 
he was secured round the neck by Rustem’s own kamimd, and 
conveyed a prisoner to the Persian army, where he was put to 
death! 
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The fate of Kiiimis produced a deep sensation among the 
Tiirdnians, and Plriin Wisah, partaking of the geneixd alarm, 
and thinking it impossible to resist the power of Rustem, 
proposed to retire from the contest, but the Khakan^of Chin 
was of a different opinion, and offered himself to remedy the 
evil which threatened them all. Moreover the warrior, Chin- 
.gush, volunteered to fight with Rusten? ; and having obtained 
■ the Khakiin’s permission, he took the field, and boldly challenged 
the champion. Rustem received the foe with a smiling counte- 
nance, and the struggle began with arrows. After a smart 
attack on both sides, Chin gush thought it prudent to fly from 
the overwhelming force of Rustem, who, however, steadily 
pursued him, and adi*oitly seizing the horse by the tail, hurled 
him from his saddle. 

He grasped the charger’s flowing tail, 

And all were struck with terror pale, * 

To see a sight so strange ; the foe. 

Dismounted by one desperate blow ; 

The captive asked for life m vain. 

His ptCtaMii blood bedewed the plain. 

His h'ead was from his shoulders wrung, 

His body to the vultures flung. 


Rustem, after this exploit, invited some other hero to single 
combat ; but at the moment not one replied to his challenge. 
At last Human came forward, not however to fight,* boi to 
remonstrate, and make an effort to put an end to the war which 
threatened total destruction to his country. “Why such 
bitter enmity ? why such a whirlwind of resentment ? said 
he ; “ to this I ascribe the calamities under which we suffer ; 
but is there no W'ay by which this sanguinary career of ven- 
geance can be checked or moderated ? ” Rustem, in answer, 
enumerated the aggressions and the crimes of Afriisiyab, and 
especially dwelt on the atrocious murder of Saidwush, which he 
deoJared could never be pardoned. Hiimjin wished to know his 
name ; but Rustem refused to tell him, and requested' Pii-in 
Wlsoh might be sent to him, to whom he would communicate 
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his thoughts, and the secrets of his heart freely. Hdmdn ao- 
. returned, and informed Piriln of the champion’s 

“ This must be Rustem, stronger than the pard, 

^ The lion, or the Egyptian crocodile, 

Or fell Iblls ; dreams never painted hero 
Half so tremendous on the battle plain.” 

The old man said to him ; 

“ If this be Rustem, then the time has come, 

Dreaded so long — for what but fire and sword, 

Can now await us ? Every town laid waste. 

Soldier and peasant, husband, wife, and child, 

Sharing the miseries of a ravaged land 1 ” 

With tears in his eyes and a heavy heart, Piran repaired to 
the Khakdn, who, after some discussion, permitted him in these 
* teims to go and confer with Rustem. 

“ Depart then speedful on thy embassy. 

And if he seeks for peace, adjust the terms, 

A -id presents to be sent us. If he talks 
Of war and vengeance, and is clothed in mail, 

No sign of peace, why we must trust m Heaven 
For strength to crush his hopes of victory. 

He is not formed of iron, nor of brass, 

But flesh and blood, with human nerves and hair, 

He does not in the battle tread the clouds, 

^ Nor can he vanish, like the demon race, — 

Then why this son-ow, why these marks of grief ? 

He IS not stronger than an elephant ; 

Not he, but I will show him what it is 
To fight or gambol with an elephant 1 
Besides, for every man his army boasts, 

We have three hundred — wherefore then be sad ? ” 

Notwithstanding these expressions of confidence, Pirdn’s 
heart was full of alarm and terror ; but he hastened to the 
Persian camp, and made himself known to the champion of 
the host, who frankly said, after he had heard Pirau’s name, 
“ I am Rustem of Zdbul, armed as thou seest for battle ^ ” 
Upon which Pirdn respectfully dismounted, and paid the 
usual homage to his illustrious rank and distinction. 


cordingl;^ 

wis’Jies. 
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Rustem said to him, “ I bring thee the blessings of Kai-khosrau 
and Ferangls, his mother, who nightly see thy faccnn their 
dreams.” 


“ Blessings from me, upon that royal youth 1 ” 

Exclaimed the good old man. “ Blessings on her, 

The daughter of Afrdsiydb, his mother, 

Who saved my life — and blessings u^on thee. 

Thou matchless hero 1 Thou hast come for vengeance. 

In the dear name of gallant Saidwush, 

Of SaiAwush, the husband of my child, 

(The beautiful Giilshaher), of bim who loved me 
As I had been his father. His brave son, 

Ferild, was slaughtered, and his mother too, 

And KhosrAu was his brother, now the king, 

By whom he fell, or if not by his word, 

Whose was the guilty hand ? Has punishment 
Been meted to the offender ? I protected, 

In mine own house, the princess Ferangls ; 

And when her son was born, Kai-khosrau, still 
I, at the risk of my existence, kept them 
Safe from the fury of AfrdsiyAb, 

Who would have sacrificed the child, or both 1 
And night and day I watched them, till the hour 
When they escaped and crossed the boundary-stream. 

Enough of this I Now let us speak of peace, 

Since the confederates in this mighty war 
Ai-e guiltless of the blood of Saiawush I ” 

Rustem, in answer to Piran, observed, that in negotiating 
the terms of p acification , several important points were to be 
considered, and several indispensable matters to be att^nde^ to. 
No peace could be made unless the principal actors in the 
bloody tragedy of Saisiwush’s death were first given up, par- 
ticularly Gersiwaz ; vast sums of money were also required to be 
presented to the king of kings ; and, moreover, Rustem said he 
would disdain making peace at all, but that it enabled Pirdn 
to do service to Kai-khosrilu. Pirin saw the difficulty of ac- 
ceding to these demands, but he speedily laid them before the 
Khakiin, who consulted liis confederates on the subject, and 
af^r due consideration, their pride and shame resisted the 
overtures, which they thought ignominious. Shinkul, a king 
of Ind, was a violent opposer of the terms, and declared against 
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peace on any such conditions. Several other warriors expressed 
th^ir reSdiness to contend against Rustem, and they flattered 
themselves that by a rapid succession of attacks, one after the 
the other*, they would easily overpower him. The Khakan was 
pleased ^vith this conceit and permitted Shinkul to begin the 
struggle. Accordingly he entered the plain, and summoned 
R!||tem to renew the fight. The champion came and struck 
him with a spear, which, penetrating his breast, threw him off 
his horse to the ground. The dagger was already raised to 
finish his career, but he sprang on his feet, and quickly ran 
away to tell his misfortune to the Khakiin of Chin. 

And thus he cried, in look forlorn, 

“ This foe is not of mortal horn ; 

A furious elephant in fight, 

A very mountain to the sight ; 

^ No warrior of the human race, 

«jTliat ever wielded spear or mace, 

Alone this dragon could withstand, 

Or live beneath his conquering brand 1 ” 

The Khakan reminded him how different were his feelings 
and sentiments in the morning, and having asked him what 
he now proposed to do, he said that without a considerable 
force it would be useless to return to the field ; five thousand 
men were therefore assigned to him, and with them he pro- 
ceeded to engage the champion. Rustem had also been joined 
by his valiant companions, and a general battle ensued. The 
heavens were obscured by the dust which ascended from the 
of the horses, and the plain was crimsoned with the 
blood of the slain. In the midst of the contest, Siiwa, a relation 
of Kamiis, burst forward and sought to be revenged on Rus- 
tem for the fate of his friend. The champion raised his battle- 
axe, and giving Rakush the rein, with one blow of his 
mace removed him to the other world. No sooner had ho 
dispatched this assailant than he was attacked by another of the 
kindred of Eiimus, named Kahstr, whom he also slew, and 
thus humbled the pride of the Kushanians. Elated with hif 
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success, and having further displayed his valour among the 
enemy’s troops, he vowed that he would now enco&nter the 
Khakdn himself, and despoil him of all his pomp and treasure. 
For this purpose he selected a thousand horsemen, and thus 
supported, approached the kulubgah, or head-quarfirs of the 
monarch of Chin. The clamour of the cavalry, and the clash 
of spears and swords, resounded afar. *The air became as dark 
as the visage of an Ethiopian, and the field was covered with 
several heads, broken armour, and the bodies of the slain. 
A.midst the conflict Rustem called aloud to the Khakiin : 


*• Surrender to my anus those elephants, 

That ivory throne, that crown, and chain of gold ; 

Fit trophies for Kai-khosriu, Persia’s king ; 

For what hast thou to do with diadem 

And sovereign power 1 My noose shall soon secure thee, 

And I will send thee living to his presence ; 

Since, looking on my valour and my strength, 

Life is enough to grant thee. If thou wilt not • 
Resign thy crown and throne— thy doom is scaled.” 


The Khakdu, filled with indignation at these haughty words, 
cautioned Rustem to p^rry off his own danger, and then com- 
manded his troops to assail the enemy with a shower of arrows. 
The attack was so tremendous and terrifying, even beyond the 
picturings of a dream, that Giidarz was alarmed for the safety 
of Rustem, and sent Relidm and G'w to his aid. Ru-stem said 
to Rehilm ; — “ I fear that my horse Rakush is becoming 
weary of exertion, in which case what shall I do in this con- 
flict with the enemy ? I must attack on foot the Khakdii of 
Chin, though he has an army here as countless as legions of ants 
or locusts ; but if Heaven continues my friend, I shall stretch 
many of them in the dust, and take many prisoners. The 
captives I will send to Khosrdu, and all the spoils of Chin.” 
Saying this he pushed forward, roaring like a tiger, towards 
the Khakiin, and exclaiming with a stem voice : — “ The Turks 
are allied to the devil, and the wicked are always unprosperous. 
Thou liast not yet fivlleoJ n with Rustem, or thy brain would 
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have been bewildered. He is a never-dying dragon, always 
seeking tke strongest in battle. But thou hast not yet had 
enough of even me ! ” He then drew his kamund from the 
saddle-str^, and praying to God to grant him victory over his 
foes, urgea on Bakush, and wherever he^hrew the noose, his 
aim was successful. Great was the slaughter, and the Ehakto, 
seeing from the back of his white elephant the extent of his 
loss, and beginning to be apprehensive about his own safety, 
ordered one of his warriors, well acquainted with the langua^ 
of Irdn, to solicit from the enemy a cessation of hostilities. ^ 

“ Say whence this wrath on ns, this keen revenge ? 

We never injured SahLwush ; l^e kings 
Of Ind and Chin are guiltless of his blood ; 

Then why this wrath on strangers ? Spells and charms, 

Used by Afrisiydb, — ^the cause of all — 

Have brought us hither to contend against 
• The champion Rustem ; and since peace is better 
Than wa# and bloodshed, let us part in peace.” 

The messenger having delivered his message, Rustem 
replied : — 

“ My words are few. Let him give up his-crown, 

His golden collar, throne, and clcpliants ; 

These are the terms I grant. He came for plunder, 

And now he asks for peace. Tell him a^in, 

TiHall his treasure and his crown are mine, 

,His throne and elephants, he seeks in vain 
For peace with Rustem, Qr the Persian king I ” 

When the Khakiin was informed of these r eiterated condi- 
tions, he burst out into bitter reproaches and abuse ; and 
with so loud a voice, that the wind conveyed them distinctly 
to Rustem’s ear. The champion immediately prepared for the 
attack; and approaching the enemy, flung his kamund, by 
which he at once dragged the Ehakdn from his white elephant. 
The hands of the captured monarch were straightway bound 
behind his back. Degraded and helpless he stood, and* a 
single stroke deprived him of his crown, and throne, and life. 
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Such are, sinoe time began, the ways of Heaven ; 

Such the decrees of fate 1 Sometimes raised up, ^ 

And sometimes hunted down by enemies, 

Men, struggling, pass through this precarious life. 

Exalted now to sovereign power ; and now 
Steeped in the gulph of poverty and sorrow. 

'Xb one is^ven the affluence of Kanin ; 

Another dies in want. How little know we 
What hue our future fortune m#y assume I 
The world is all deceit, deception all 1 

PirAn Wlsah beheld the disasters of the day, he saw the 
Khak^n of Chin delivered over to Tiis, his death, and the 
banners of the confederates overthrown ; and sorrowing said : — 
“ This day is the day of flight, not of victory to us ! This is 
no time for son to protect father, nor father son — we must 
fly ! ” In the meanwhile Rustem, animated by feelings of a 
very different kind, gave a banquet to his warrior friends, in 
celebration of the triumph, • 

When the intelligence of the overthrow and death of Kdmiis 
and the Khakiln of Chin, and the dispersion of their armies, 
reached Afrjisiyib, he was overwhelmed with distress and con- 
sternation, and expressed his determination to be revenged on 
the conquerors. Not an Irjinian, he said, should remain alive ; 
and the doors of his treasury were thrown open to equip and 
reward the new army, which was to consist of a hundred 
thousand men. . 

Rustem having communicated to Kai-khosriiu, through 
Frlburz, the account of his success, received the most satis- 
factory marks of his sovereign’s applausf but still anxious 
to promote the glory of his country, he, engaged in new ex- 
ploits. He went against Eafur, the king of the city of Bldiid, 
a cannibal, who feasted on human flesh, especially on the young 
women of his -country, and those of the greatest beauty, being 
the richest yunrflfilgj were flrst destroyed. He soon overpowered 
and slew the monster, and having given his body to be de- 
imuTcd by dogs, plundered and razed his castle to the ground. 
After this he invaded and ravaged the province of Khoten, 
one of the dependencies of Tdri&n, and recently the posses- 

O 2 
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sion of Saisiwush, which was a new affliction to AfrdsiyAb, who, 
alarmed aCbut his own empire, dispatched a trosty person 
secretly to Rustem’s camp, to obtain private intelligence of his 
hostile movepients. The answer of the spy added considerably 
to his distress, and in the dilemma he consulted with Piriln 
Wisah, that he might have the benefit of the old man’s ex- 
perience and wisdom. Pirdn told him that he had failed to 
make an impression upon the Persians, even assisted by Kiimiis 
the Eashiinian, and the Ehakiln of Chin ; both had been slain 
in battle, and therefore it would be in vain to attempt further 
offensive measures without the most powerful aid. There was, he 
added, a neighbouring king, named Puladwund,who alone seemed 
equal to contend with Rustem. He was of immense statnre, 
and of prodigious strength, and might, by the favour of 
heaven, be able to subdue him. Afrilsiyab was pleased with 
tliis informatian, and immediately invited Piiladwund, by 
letter^ to assist him in exterminating the champion of Persia. 
Pdladwund was proud of the honour confeiTed upon him, and 
readily complied j hastening the preparation of his own army 
to co-operate with that of Afrisiyilb. He presently joined him, 
and the whole of the combined forces rapidly marched against 
the enemy. The first warrior he encountered was Glw, whom 
he caught with his kamund. Rehiim and Byzun seeing this, 
instantly .rushed forward to extricate their brother and 
champion in arms ; but they too were also secured in the same 
manner I In the struggle, however, the kamunds gave way, 
and then Piiladwund drew his sword, and by several strokes 
wounded them all. The father, Giidarz, apprised of this 
disaster, which had unfortunately happened to three of his 
sons, applied to Rustem for succour. The champion, the 
refoge^ the protector of all, was, as usual, readf to repel the 
eneQ^. He forthwith advanced, liberated his fiiends, and 
dreadful was the conflict which followed. The club was used 
with great dexterity on both sides ; but at length Piiladwund 
strock, his antagonist such a blow that the sound of it was 
heard the troops at a distance, and Rustem, 8^:unned by its 
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severity, thought himself opposed with so much vigour, that 
he prayed to the Almighty for a prosperous itSSue to the 
engagement. 

“ Should I be in this struggle slain, 

What stay for Persia will be left ? 

None to defend BLai-khosr^u’s reign, 

Of me, his warrior-ebj^f, bereft. 

Then village, town, and city gay, 

Will feel the cruel Tartar’s sway 1 ” 

Piiladwund wishing to follow up the blow by a final stroke 
of his sword, found to his amazement that it recoiled from the 
armour of Rustem, and thence he proposed another mode oi 
fighting, which he hoped would be more successful. He wished 
to try his power in wrestling. The challenge was accepted. 
By agreement both armies retired, and left the space of a 
farsang between them, and no one was allowed to afford assi^- 
ance to either combatant. Afrdsiydb was pAsent, and sent 
word to Piiladwund, the moment he got Rustem under him, to 
plunge a sword in his heart. The contest began, but Piilad- 
wund had no opportunity of fulfilling the wishes of Afnisiyab. 
Rustem grasped him with such vigour, lifted him up in his 
arms, and dashed him so furiously on the plain, that the boaster 
seemed to be killed on the spot. Rustem indeed thought he 
had put a period to his life ; and with that impression left him, 
and remounted Rakush ; but the crafty Piiladwimfi only pre- 
tended to be dead ; and as soon as he found himself ^pleased, 
sprang up and escaped, fiyiug like an aiTow to his own side. 
He then told Afrasiyiib how he had saved his life by counter- 
feiting death, and assured him that it was useless to contend 
against Rustem. The champion having witnessed this subter- 
fuge, turned round in pursuit, and the Tartars received him 
with a shower of arrows ; but the attack was well answered, 
Piiladwund being so alarmed that, without saying a word to 
Afr^iyilb, he fied from the field. Pirdn now counselled Afr4- 
*siyiib to escape also to the remotest part of Tartary. As the 
flight of Piiladwund had disheartened the Tdr^nian troops, and 
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there was no chance of profiting by further resistance, Afr^iy^b 
took his adarice, and so precipitate was his retreat, that he en- 
tirel/ abandoned his standards, tents, horses, arms, and treasure 
to an immense amount. The most valuable booty was sent by 
Rustem to ^he king of Ir4n, and a considerable portion of it 
was divided among the chiefs and the soldiers of the army. 
He then mounted Rakush* and proceeded to the court of Kai- 
khosrsiu, where he was received with the highest honours and 
with unbounded rejoicings. The king opened his jewel chamber, 
and gave him the richest rubies, and vessels of gold filled witl^ 
musk and aloes , and also splendid garments ; a hundred beau- 
tiful damsms wearing crowns and ear-rings, a hundred horses, 
and a hundred camels. Having thus terminated triumphantly 
the campaign, Rustem carried with him to Zabul the blessings 
and admiration of his country. 


AKWAN DlW. 

And now we come to Akwan Di’w, 

Whom Kustem next in combat slew. 

One day as Kai-khosrdu was sitting in his beautiful garden, 
abounding in roses and the balmy luxuriance of spring, sur- 
rounded by his warriors, and enjoying the pleasures of the 
banquet with music and singing, a peasant approached, and 
informed him of a most mysterious apparition. A wild ass, he 
said, had come in from the neighbouring forest ; it had at least 
the external -appeal ance of a wild ass, but possessed such super- 
natural strength, that it had rushed among the horses in the 
royal stables wuth the ferocity of a lion or a demon, doing ex- 
tensive injuiy, and in fact appeared to be an evil spirit I Kat 
khosrdu felt assured that it was something more than it seemed 
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to be, and looked round among his warriors to know what 
should be done. It was soon found that Rustem waa the only 
person capable of giving effectual assistance in this emergehcy, 
and accordingly a message was forwarded to request his ser- 
vices. The champion instantly complied, and it wdS not long 
before he occupied himself upon the important enterprise. 
Guided by the peasant, he proceeded iti the first place towards 
the spot where the mysterious animal had been seen ; but it 
was not till the fourth day of hia search that he fell in with 
him, and then, being anxious to secure him alive, and send 
him as a trophy to Kai-khosrau, he threw his kamund ; but it 
was in vain : the wild ass in a moment vanished out of sight ! 
From this circumstance Rustem observed, “ This can be no 
other than Akwjln Dlw, and my weapon must now be either 
dagger or sword.” The next time the wild ass appeared he 
pursued him with his drawn sword ; but on lifting it up ta 
strike, nothing was to be seen. He tried again, *when he came 
near him, both spear and arrow : still the animal vanished, dis- 
appointing his blow ; and thus three days and nights he con- 
tinued fighting, as it were against a shadow. Wearied at length 
with his exertions, he dismounted, and leading Rakush to a 
green spot near a limnid fountain or rivulet of spring water, 
allowed him to graze, and then went to sleep. Akwiln Diw 
seeing from a distance that Rustem had fiillen asleep, rushed 
towards him like a whirlwind, and rapidly diggiifg qp the 
ground on every side of him, took up the plot of ground and 
the champion together, placed them upon his head, and walked 
away with them. Rustem being awakened with the motion, he 
was thus addressed by the giant-demon ; 

“ Warrior 1 now no longer free 1 

Tell me what thy wish may be ; 

Shall 1 plunge thee in the sea, 

Or leare thee on the mountain drear, 

None to give thee succour, near ? 

Tell thy wish to me 1 ” 

Rustem, thus deplorably in the power of the demon, began 
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to consider whaC was best to be done, and recollecting that it 
was custdhiary with that supernatural race to act by tlie rule 
of fioatrftripfl. in opposition tn rti fiTnrpaaAd dpaire. said in reply, 
for he knqjv that if he was thrown into the sea there would be 
a good chance of escape : — 

“ 0, plunge me not4n the roaring sea, 

The maw of a hsh is no home for me ; 

But 'SSst me forth on the mountain \ thei'e 
Ts the lion's haunt and the tiger's lair ; 

And for them I shall be a morsel of food, 

They will eat my flesh and drink my blood ; 

But my bones will be left, to shew the place 
Where this form was devoured by the feline race ; 

Yes, something will then remain of me, 

Whilst nothing escapes from the roaring sea ! ” 


Akw4n Diw liaVing heard this particular desire of Rustem, 
^etemined a^ once to thwart him, and for this purpose he 
raised him up with his hands, and flung him from his lofty 
jDosition headlong into the deep and roaring ocean. Down he 
fell, and a crocodile speedily darted upon him with the eager 
intention of devouring him alive ; but Rustem drew his sword 
with al^crity ^ and severed the monster’s head from his body. 
Another came, and was put to death in the same manner, and 
the water was crimsoned with blood. At last he succeeded in' 
swimming safely on shore, and instantly retunied thanks to 
Heaven for the signal protection he had experienced, 

Brea&ting the wave, with fearless skill 
He used his glittering brand; 

And glorious and triumphant still, 

He quickly reached the strand. 

He then moved towards the fountain where he had left 
liakush ; liTit, to his great alarm and vexation his matchless 
horse was not there. He wandered about for some time, and 
in the end found him among a herd of horses belonging to 
Afriisiyab. Having first caught him, and resumed his scat in 
the saddle, he resolved upon capturing and di-iving away the 
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whole herd, and conveying them to Kai-khoeraii. He was 
carrying into effect this resolution when the noise ttwoke the 
keepers specially employed by Afrdsiyilb, and they, indignant 
at this outrageous proceeding, dalled together a strqpg party to 
pursue the aggressor. When they had nearly reached him, ho 
turned boldly round, and said aloud : — “ I am Rustem, the 
descendant of Ssim, I have conquered Afrasiyib in battle, and 
after that dost thou presume to oppose me ? ” Hearing this, 
the keepers of the Tartar g^instantly turned their backs, and 
ran away. 

It so happened that at this period Afrasiyab paid his annual 
^■isit to his nursery of horses, and on his coming to the meadows 
in which they were kept, neither horses nor keepers were to be 
seen. In a short time, however, he was informed by those who 
had returned from the pursuit, that Rustem was the person who 
had carried off the herd, and upon hearing of ^lis outrage, he 
proceeded with his troops at once to attack him. Impatient at 
the indignity, he approached Rustem with great fury, but was 
presently compelled to fly to save*his life, and thus allow his 
herd of favourite steeds, together with four elephants, to be 
placed in the possession of Kai-khosrau. Rustem then returned 
to the meadows and the fountain near the habitation of Akwan 
Diw ; and there he again met with the demon, who thus 
accosted him : — 

What ! art tliou then ai’oused from death’s daik Uee]) ? 

Hast thou escaped the monsters of the deep ? 

And dost thou seek upon the dusty plain 

To struggle with a demon’s power again ? 

Of flint, or brass, or iron is thy form ? 

Or canst thou, like the demons, raise the dreadful battle 
storm ? ” 

Rustem, hearing this taunt from the tongue of Akwdn Diw, 
prepared for fight, and threw his kamund with such precision 
and force, that the demon was entangled in it, and then he 
struck him such a mighty blow with his sword, that it severed 
the head from the body. The severed head of the unclean 



202 


THE SHlH NlMEH^ 

monster he transmitted as a trophy to Kai-khosrtlu, by whom 
it was regarded with amazement, on account of its hideous 
expression and its vast size. After this extraordinary feat, 
Rustem p^d his respects to th^ king, and was received as usual 
with distinguished honour and affection ; and having enjoyed 
the magnificent hospitality of the court for some time, he re- 
turned to Zitbulistiln, accompanied part of the way by Kai- 
khosriu himself and a crowed of valiant warriors, ever anxious 
to acknowledge his superior worth and prodigious strength. ; 


The story of BYZUN and MANI JEH, the 
Daughter of AFRASIYAB. 

One day the people of Armsln petitioned Kai-khosnln to 
remove from them a grievous calamity. The country they 
inhabited was overrun with herds of wild boars, which not 
only destroyed the produce of their fields, but the finiit and 
flowers in their orchards and gardens, and so extreme was the 
ferocity of the animals that it was dangerous to go abroad 
they therefore solicited protection from this disastrous visita- 
tion, and hoped for relief. The king was at the time enjoying 
himself amidst his warriors at a banquet, drinking wine, and 
listening to music and the songs of bewitching damsels. 

The glance of beauty, and the charm 
Of heavenly sounds, so soft and thrilling, 

And ruby wine, must ever warm 
The heart, with love and rapture filling. 

Can aught more sweet, more genial prove, 

Than melting music, wine, and love f 

The moment he was made acquainted with the grievanq^s 
endured by the Armanians, he referred the matter to the 
consideration of his counsellors and nobles, in order that a 
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remedy might be immediately applied. Byzun, when he heard 
what was required, and had learned the dispositioar of the 
king, rose up at once with all the enthusiasm of youth, and 
offered to undertake the extermination of the wild boars himself. 
But Giw objected to so great a hazard, for he was foo young, 
he said ; a hero of greater experience being necessary for such 
an arduous enterprise. Byzun, howevdr, was not to be rejected 
on this account, and observed, that though young, he was 
mature in judgment and discretion, and he relied on the liberal 
decision of the king, who at length permitted him to go, but 
he was to be accompanied by the veteran warrior Gir^n. 
Accordingly Byzun and Girgiii set off on the perilous expe- 
dition ; and after a journey of several days arrived at the place 
situated between Iran and Turiin, where the wild boars were 
the most destructive. In a short time a great number were 
hunted down and killed, and Byzun, utterly to destroy the 
sustenance of the depredators, set fire to the forest, and reduced 
the whole of the cultivation to ashes. His exertions were, in 
short, entirely successful, and the country was thus freed from 
the visitation which had occasioned so much distress and ruin. 
To give incontestable proof of this exploit, he cut off the heads 
of all the wild boars, and took out the tusks, to send to Kai- 
khosrdu. When Girgin had witnessed the intrepidity and 
boldness of Byzun, and found him determined to send the 
evidence of his bravery to Kai-khosriiu, he became envious of 
the youth’s success, and anticipated by comparison the ruin of 
his own name and the gratification of his foes. He therefore 
attempted to dissuade him from sending the trophies to the 
king, and having failed, he resolved upon getting him out of 
the way. To effect tliis purpose he worked upon the feelings 
and the passions of Byzun with consummate art, and whilst 
his victim was wann with wine, praised him beyond all the 
warriors of the age. He then told him he had heard that at no 
gr^at distance from them there was a beautiful place, a garden 
of perpetual spring, which was visited every vernal season by 
Manijeh, the lovely daughter of Afrtlsiyjib. 
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“ It is a spot beyond imagination 
J)elightf ul to the heart, where roses bloom, 

And sparkling fountains murmur — where the earth 
Is rich with many-coloured flowers ; and musk 
Floats on the gentle breezes, hyacinths 
And lilies add their perfume — golden fruit 
Weigh down the branches of the lofty trees, 

The glittering pheasant mores in stately pomp. 

The bulbul warblv from the cyi>re88 bough. 

And love-inspiring damsels may be seen 
O’er hill and dale, their lips all winning smiles, 

Their cheeks like roses — ^in their sleepy eyes 
Delicious dwelling. Over them 

Presides the daughter of AfrAsiyib, 

The beautiful Manljeh ; should we go, 

(’Tis but a little distance), and encamp 
Among the lovely groups — in that retreat 
Which blooms like Paradise— we may secure 
A hixy of fair virgins for the king I ” 

Byzun Avas excited by this description ; and impatient to 
realize whatsit promised, repaired without delay, accompanied 
by Girgm, to the romantic retirement of the princess. They 
approached so close to the summer-tent in which she dwelt that 
she had a full riew of Byzun, and immediately becoming deeply 
enamoured of his pei-son, dispatched a confidential domestic, 
her nurse, to inquire who he was, and fi*om whence he came. 

‘‘ Go, and beneath that cypress tree, 

Where now he sits so gracefully. 

Ask him his name, that radiant moon, 

And he may grant another boon 1 
Perchance he may to me impart 
The secret wishes of his heart I 
Tell him he must, and further say, 

That I have lived here many a day ; 

That every year, vrhilst spring discloses 
The fragrant breath of budding roses, 

I pass my time in rural pleasure ; 

But never-never such a treasure, 

A mortal of such perfect mould, 

Did these admiring eyes behold 1 
Never, since it has been my lot 
To dwell in this sequester^ spot, 

A youth by nature so designed 
To soothe a love-lorn damsel’s mind I 
His wondrous looks my bosom thrill 
Can SaiAwush be living still 1 ” 
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The nurse communicated faithfully the message of Manijeh, 
and Byzun’s countenance glowed with delight when he .beard it. 

Tell thy fair mistress,” he *said in reply, that I am hot 
SaiAwush, but the son of Giw. I came from Irdn, with the 
express permission of the king, to exterminate a tewible and 
destructive herd of wild boars in this neighbourhood ; and 1 
. have cut off their heads, and tom out their tusks to be sent to 
• Kai-khosrjLu, that the king and his waiTiors may fully appreciate 
the exploit I have performed. But having heard afterwards 
of thy mistress’s beauty and attractions, home and my father 
were forgotten, and I have preferred following my own desires 
by coming hither. If thou wilt therefore forward my views ; 
if thou wilt become my friend by introducing me to thy 
mistress, who is possessed of such matchless charms, these 
precious gems are thine and this coronet of gold. Perhaps the 
daughter of Afnisiydb may be induced to listen to my suit.” 
The nurse was not long in making known the kntiments of 
the stranger, and Manijeh was equally prompt in expressing 
her consent. The message was full of ardour and affection. 

“ 0 gallaut youth, no farther roam, 

This summer-tent shall be thy home ; 

Tlicn will the clouds of grief depart 
From this enamoured, anxious heart. 

For thee 1 live— thou art the light 
Which makes my future fortune bright. 

Should arrows pour like showers of rain 
Upon my head — ’twould be in vain ; 

Nothing can ever injure me, 

Blessed with thy love — possessed of thee ! ” 

Byzuii therefore proceeded unobserved to the tent of the 
princess, who on meeting and receiving him, pressed him to her 
bosom ; and taking off his Kaidni girdle, that he might be 
more at his case, asked him to sit down and relate the particulars 
of liis enterprise among the wild boars of the forest. Having 
done so, he added that he had left Girgin behind him. 

“ Enraptured, and impatient to survey 

Thy charms, I brook’d no pause upon the way.” 
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He was immediately pei-fiimed with mnsk aad rose-water, 
and refr^hments of every kind were set before him ; musicians 
played their sweetest airs, and dark-eyed damsels waited upon 
him. TJie walls of the tent were gorgeously adorned with 
amber, and gold, and rubies ; and the sparkling old wine was 
drank out of crystal goblets . The feast of joy lasted three 
nights and three day^ Byzun and Manijeh enjoying the 
precious moments with unspeakable rapture. Overcome with 
wine and the felicity of the scene, he at length sunk inijo 
repose, and on the fourth day came the time of departure ; but 
the princess, unable to relinquish the society of her lover, 
ordered a narcotic draught , to be administered to him, and 
whilst be continued in a state of slumber and insensibility, he 
was conveyed secretly and in disguise into Turin. He was 
taken even to the palace of Afrasiyab, unknown to all but to 
‘the emissaries and domestics of the princess, and there he 
awoke from the trance into ivhich he had been thrown, and 
found himself clasped in the anus of his idol. Considering, on 
coming to his senses, that he had been betrayed by some 
witchery, he made an attempt to get out of the seclusion : 
above all, he was apprehensive of a fatal termination to the 
adventure ; but Manijeh’s blandishments induced him to remain, 
and for some time he was contented to be immersed in con- 
tinual epjoyment, — such pleasure as arises from the social 
banquet and the attractions of a fascinating woman. 

“ Grieve not my love — be not so sad, 

’Tis now the season to be glad ; 

There is a time for war and strife, 

A time to soothe the ills of life. 

Drink of the cup which fields delight, 

The ruby glitters in thy sight ; 

Steep not thy heart in fruitless care, 

- But in the wine-flask sparkling there.” 

At length, however, the love of the princess for a Persian 
youth was discovered, and the keepers and guards of the palace 
were in the greatest terror, expecting the most signal punish- 
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ment for their neglect or treachery. Dreadful indeed was the 
rage of the king when he was first told the tidings * he 
trembled like a reed in the wind, and the colour fled from his 
cheeks: Groaning, he exclaimed : ® 

“ A daughter, even from a royal stock, 

Is ever a misfortune — ^hast thd^ one 1 
The grave will be thy fittest son-in-law 1 
Bejoice not in the wisdom of a daughter ; 

Who ever finds a daughter good and virtuous ? 

Who ever looks on woman-kind for aught 
Save wickedness and folly ? Hence how’^fcvv 
Ever enjoy the bliss of Paradise : 

Such the sad destiny of erring woman 1 ” 

Afrisiyjlb consulted the nobles of his household upon the 
measures to be pursued on this occasion, and Gersiwaz was in 
consequence deputed to secure Byzuu, and put him to death. 
The guilty retreat was first surrounded by tro(5^)s, and then 
Gersiwaz entered the private apartments, and with surprise and 
indignation saw Byzim in all his glory, Manijeh at his side, 
his lips stained with wine, his face full of mirth and gladness, 
and encircled by the damsels of the shubistiin. He accosted 
him in severe terms, and was promptly answered by Byzun, 
who, drawing his sword, gave his name and family, and declared 
that if any violence or insult was offered, he would slay 
every man that came before him with hostile inlenlions. 
Gersiwaz, on hearing this, thought it prudent to change his 
plan, and conduct him to Afrilsiyilb, and he was permitted to 
do so on the promise of pardon for the alleged offence. AVhen 
brought before Afriisiy<ib, he was assailed with further oppro- 
brium, and called a dog and a wicked remorseless demon. 

« 

“ Thou caitiff wretch, of monstrous birth. 

Allied to heir, and not of earth I ” 


But he thus answered the king ; 

“ Listen awhile, if justice be thy aim, 

And thou wilt find me guiltless. 1 was scut 
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^;From Persia to destroy h^ds of wild boais, ^ 

(7hich lud the cooiit^ wittte*' That labour donoi ' 
I lost my way, ^d wea^ 'with the toil, 

Weary with wattdering in a wildering maze, 

?aply reposed beneath a shady ^resS 
Thither a Perl came, and whilst 1 ^ept, 

Lifted me from the ground, and qum as thought 
Conveyed me to a summer«tent, where dwelt y 
A princess of incdShparable beauty. 

From thence, by hands unknown, 1 was removed, 
Still slumbering in a. litter— still unconscious ; 

And when 1 woke, l^ound myself reclining 
In a r^red pavilion of thy palace, 

Attended by that soul-cntrancing Beauty ! 

My heart was filled with sorrow, and 1 shed . v 
Showers of vain tears, and desolate I sate, 

Thinking of Persia, with no power to fiy 
From my imprisonment, thoagh soft and kind, 
Being the victim of a sorcerer’s art. 

Yes, 1 am guiltlesa, and Manljeh too, 

Both by some magic influence pursued, 

And^led away against our will or choice I ** 


Afr^iydb listened to this speech with distrust, and hesitated 
not to charge him with falsehood and cowardice. Byzun’s 
indignation was roused by this insulting accusation; and he 
said to him aloud, “ Cowardice, what ! cowardice ! I have 
encountered the tusks of the formidable wild boar and the 
claws of the raging lion. I have met the bravest in battle with 
sword SAd arrow ; and if it be thy desire to witness the 
streifgth of my arm, give me but a horse and a battle-axe, and 
marshal twice five hundred Tiir<lnianB against me, and not 
a man of them shall survive the contest. If this l^'uot thy 
pleasure, do thy worst, but remember my blood will be avenged. 
Thou knowest the power of Rustem!” Tjbe mention of 
Rostem's name renewed all the deep feelings of resentment 
and animosity in the mind of Afrtisiy^b, who, resolved upon^ 
the immediate ex^utlon of his purpose, commanded Oerslwaz 
td Iwd the youth, and put au end to his life on the gallows 
tree. The good old man Pirin Wisah happened to be passing 
pj the place to which Byzun had just been conveyed to suffer 
death ; and seeing a great concourse of people^ and a lofty 
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^ fiWKi^bA Irom whioh hung a noose, he inquireid’for whom 
!|kw|i 8 >in^ded. Gtersiwaz heard the question, and replied 
that it was for a Persian, an enemy of Tiiriin, a son of Giw, 
and related to Rustem. Pir^n straightway lod^ up to the 
youth, who was standing in deep affliction^ almo^ naked, 
and with his hands bound behind’ his back, and he said to 
him ^ 


**Why didst thou quit thy country, why come hither, 

Why choose the road to an untimely grave ? 

Upon this Byzun told him his whole story, and the treachery 
of Girgin. Pirdn wept at the recital, and remembering the 
oircumstanoes under which he had encountered Giw, and how 
he had been himself delivered from death by the interposition 
of Ferangis, he requested the execution to be stayed until^hc 
had seen the king, which was accordingly done. The king 
received him with honour, praised his wisdom and prudence, 
and conjecturiug from his manner that somethmg was heavy 
at his heart, expressed his readiness to grant any favour which 
he might 'have come to solicit. Plran said : “Then, my only, 
desire is this do not put Byzun to death ; do not repeat 
the tragedy of Saiiwush, and again consign Tiiriin and Irto 
to all the horrors of war and desolation. Remember how I 
warned thee against taking the life of that youn^ prince ; but 
malignant and evil advisers exerted their influence, were 
triumphant, and brought upon thee and thy kingdom the 
vengeance of Kdds, of Rustem, and all the warriors of the 
Persian empire. The swords now sleeping in their scabbards 
are ready to flash forth again, for assuredly if the blood of 
^Byxun be spilt the land will be depopulated by fire and sword. 
The honour of a king is sacred; when i^at is lost, all is lost.” 
But A&^Lsiydb replied : “ I fear not the thonsands that can be 
brought against me. By 2 Sln has committed an offence which 
can never be pardoned ; it, covers me with shame, and I shall 
bS Uttiveuaally despised if I suffer him to live. Death were 
better for me than life in disgrace. He must die.”—" That m 



210 


THE SHAH NAMEH. 


not necefs^ry,” rejoined Piraii, “let him be imprisoned in a 
deep® cavern ; he will never be heard of more, and then thou 
canst not be accused of having shed his blood.” After some 
deliberatiofi, Afrd-siyilb altered his determination, and com- 
manded Gersiwaz to bind the youth with chains from head to 
foot, and hang him withiif a deep pit with his head downwards, 
that he might never see sun or moon again ; and he sentenced 
Manijeh to share the same fate : and to make their death more 
sure, he ordered the enormous fi*agment of rock which Akwaii 
Diw had dragged out of the ocean and flung upon the plain of 
Tartary, to be placed over the mouth of the pit. In respect to 
Byzun, Gersiwaz did as he was commanded ; but the lamenta- 
tions in the shubistan were so loud and distressing upon 
Manijeh being sentenced to the same punishment, that the 
tyrant was induced to change her doom, allowing hei’ to dwell 
nc*ar the pit, butfforbidding, by proclamation, any one going to 
her or supplying her with food. Gersiwaz conducted her to the 
place ; and stripping her of her rich garments and jewels, left 
her bare-headed and bare-footed, weeping torrents of teal’s. 

He left her — the unhappy maid ; 

Her head upon the earth was laid, 

In bitterness of ffrief, and lone, 

Beside that dreadful demon-stone. 

• 

There liappened, however, to be a ftssure in the huge rock 
that covered the mouth of the pit, which allowed of Byzun’s 
voice being heard, and bread and water was let down to him, 
so that they had the melancholy satisfaction of hearing each- 
other’s woes. 

The story now relates to Girgin, who finding after several 
days that Byzun had not returned, began to repent of his 
treachery ; but what is the advantage of such repentance ? it 
is like the smoke that rises from a conflagration. 

When flames have done their worst, thick clouds arise 
Of lurid smoke, which useless mount the skies. 
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He sought everywhere for him ; went to the romantic retreat 
where the daughter of Afrjlsiyiib resided; but the place; was 
deserted, nothing was to be seen, and nothing to be heard. At 
length? he saw Byzan’s horse astray, and securing him with his 
kamund, thought it useless to remain in Tiiriln, and therefore 
proceeded in sorrow back to Iran. Griw, finding that his son 
had not returned with him from Xrmtln, was frantic with 
grief ; he tore his garments and his hair, and threw ashes over 
his head ; and seeing the horse whicli his son had rode, caressed 
it in the fondest manner, demanding from Girgin a full account 
of what he knew of his fate. “ 0 Heaven forbid,” said he, 
that my son should have fallen into the power of the merci- 
less demons 1 ” Girgin could not safely confess the truth, and 
therefore told a falsehood, in the hope of escaping from the 
consequences of his own guilt. “ When we arrived at Arman,” 
said he, “ we entered a large forest, and cutting (k)wn the trees,* 
set them on fire. We then attacked the wild boars, which were 
found in vast numbers ; and as soon as they were all destroyed, 
left the place on our return. Sporting all the way, we fell in 
with an elk, of a most beautiful and wonderful form. It was 
like the Simurgh ; it had hoofs of steel, and the head and ears 
and tail of a horse. It was strong as a lion and fleet as the 
wind, and came fiercely before us, yet seemed to be a thing of 
air. Byzuu threw his kamund over him ; and when entangled 
in the noose, the animal became furious and sprung Slway, 
dragging Byzun after him. Presently the prospect was enve- 
loped in smoke, the earth looked like the ocean, and Byzun and 
the phantom-elk disappeared. I wandered about in search of 
my companion, but found him not ; his horse only remained. 
My heart was rent with anguish, for it seemed to me that the 
furious elk must have been the White Demon.” But Giw was 
not to be deceived by this fabricated tale ; on the contrary, he 
felt convinced that treachery had been at work, and in his rage 
seized Girgin by the beard, dragged him to and fro, and inflicted 
oft him two hundred strokes with a scourge. The unhappy 
wretch, from the wounds he had received, fell senseless on the 
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ground.^(Tlw then hastened to Kai-khosrjCu to inform him of 
his misfortune ; and though the first resolve was to put the 
traitor to death, the king was contented to load him with 
chains an^ cast him into prison. The astrologers beiiig now 
consulted, pronounced that Byzun was still living, and Glw was 
consoled and cheered b^the promptitude with which the king 
dispatched troops in every quarter in search of his son. 

Weep no longer, warrior bold, 

Thou shalt soon thy son behold. 

In this Cup, this mirror bright. 

All that’s dark is brought to light ; 

All above and under ground. 

All that's lost is quickly found.” 

Thus spake the monarch, and held np 
Before his view that wondrous Cup 
Which first to Jemshid’s eye revealed 
All that was in the world concealed. 

And first before him lay exposed 
fVll that the seven climes enclosed, 

Whether in ocean or amid 

The stars the secict things were liid, 

Whether in rock or cavern placed. 

In that bright Cup were clearly traced. 

And now his ej'e Karugsar surveys, 

The Cup the province wide displays. 

He secs within that dismal cave 
Byzun the good, the bold, the brave ; 

And sitting on that demon-stone 
Lovely Manljeh sad and lone. 

And now he smiles and looks on Giiv, 

And cries : “ My prophecy was true. 

Thy Byzun lives ; no longer grieve, 

I see him there, my words believe ; 

And though bound fast in fetters, he 
Shall soon regain his liberty.” 


Kai-khosrau, thinking the seiTices of Rustem requisite on 
this occasion, dispatched Glw with an invitation to him, ex- 
plaining the circumstance of Byzun’s capture. Rustem had 
made up his mind to continue in peace and tranquillity at his 
Zabul principality, and not to be withdrawn again from its 
comforts by any emergency ; but the reported situation of his 
near relative altered his purpose, and he hesitated not to give 
hifl best aid to restore him to freedom. Ciw rejoiced at this, 
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and both repaired without delay to the royal residence, where 
Khosrdu gratified the champion with the most cordial welcome, 
placing him on a throne before him. The king asked him what 
force he would require, and he replied that he did qpt require 
any army ; he preferred going in disguise as a merchant. Ac- 
cordingly the necessary materials were prepared ; a thousand 
camels were laden with jewels and Brocades, and other mer- 
chandise, and a thousand warriors were habited like camel- 
drivers. Girgin had prayed to be released from his bonds, and 
by the intercession of Rustem was allowed to be of the party ; 
but his children were kept in prison as hostages and security 
for his honourable conduct. When the champion, with his 
kafila, arrived within the territory of the enemy, and approached 
the spot where Byzun was imprisoned, a loud clamour arose 
that a caravan of merchandise had come from Irjiu, such as was 
never seen before, ^he tidings having reachfjfl the car of* 
Manljeh, she went immediately to Rustem, and inquired 
whether the imprisonment of Byzuii was yet known at the 
Persian court ? Rustem replied in anger : I am a merchant 
employed in^ traffic, what can I know of such things ? Go 
away, I have no acquaintance with either the king or his 
warriors.” This answer ovenvhermed ^Manijeh with disap- 
pointment and grief, and she wept bitterly. Her tears began 
to soften the heart of Rustem, and he said to her in a soothing 
voice ; — “ I am not an inhabitant of the city in which the 
court is held, and on that account 1- know nothing of these 
matters ; but tell me the cause of thy grief.” Manijeh sighed 
deeply, and endeavoured to avoid giving him any reply, which 
increased the curiosity of the champion ; but she at length 
complied. She told him who she was, the daughter of Afri- 
siyiib, the story of her loye, and the misfortunes of Byzun, and 
pointed out to him the pit in which he was imprisoned and 
bound down with heavy chains. 


“ For the sake of him has been my fall 
From royal state, and bower, and hall, 



214 


THE SHIH nAmEH.. 


And hence this pale and liaggard face, 

This saffron hue thy eye may trace, 

Where bud of rose was wont to bloom, 

But withered now and gone ; 

And I must sit in sorrow’s gloom 
Uiisuccoured and alone.” 

Rustom asked with de^p interest if any food could be con- 
veyed to him, and she said that she had been accustomed to 
supply him with bread and water through a fissure in the huge 
stone which covered the mouth of the pit. Upon receiving 
this welcome information, Rustem brought a roasted fowl, and 
inclosing in it his own seal-ring, gave it to Manijeh to take to 
Byzun. The poor captive, on receiving it, inquired by whom 
such a blessing could have been sent, and when she informed 
him that it had been given to her by the chief of a caravan 
from Iriin, who had manifested great anxiety about him, his 
smiles spoke Mie joyous feelings of his heart, for the name of 
Rustem was engraved on the ring. Manijeh was sm^rised to 
see him smile, considering his melancholy situation, and could 
not imagine the cause. “ If thou wilt keep my secret,” said 
he, ** I will tell the cause.” “ What ! ” she replied, “ have I 
not devoted my heart and soul to thee ? — have I not sacrificed 
everything for thy love, and is my fidelity now to be suspected ? 

“ Can 1 be faithless, then, to thee, 

The choice of this fond heart of mine ; 

Why sought I bonds, when I was fiee, 

But to be thine— for ever thine ? ” 

“ True, true ! then hear me : — the chief of the caravan is 
Rustem, who has undoubtedly come to release me from this 
dreadful pit. Go to him, and concert with him the maimer in 
which my deliverance may be soonest effected.” Manijeh ac- 
cordingly went and communicated with the champion ; and it 
W&s agreed between them that she should light a large fire to 
guide him on his way. He was prompt as w ell as valiant, and 
repaired in the middle of the following night, accompanied by 
seven of his warriors, divccted by the blaze, to the place where 
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Byzun was confined. The neighbourhood was infested by 
demons with long nails, and long hair on their bodies like the 
hair of a goat, and horny feet, and with heads like dogs, and 
the chief of them was the son of Akwdn Blw. The father 
having been slain by Rustem, the son nourished the hope of 
revenge, and perpetually longed for an opportunity of meeting 
liim in battle. Well knowing that tic champion was engaged 
in the enterprizc to liberate Byzun, he commanded his demons 
to give him intelligence of his approach. His height was 
tremendous, his face was black, his mou thy yawned like a 
cavern , his eyes were fountains of blood, his teeth like those 
of a wild boar, and the hair on his body like needles. The 
monster advanced, and reproaching Rustem disdainfully for 
having slain Akwaii Diw, and many other warriors in the 
Turilnian interest, pulled up a tree by the roots and challenged 
him to combat. The struggle began, but the Deijion frcquentl/ 
escaped the fury of the champion by vanishing into air. At 
length Rustem stnick a fortunate blow, which cut the body of 
his towering adversary in two. His path being now free from 
iuten’iiptiou, he sped onward, and presently beheld the pro- 
digious demon-stone which covered the mouth of the pit, iu 
which Byzun was imprisoned. 

And praying to tlie Almighty to infuse 

Strength through his limbs, he raised it up, and fliinff 

The ponderous mass of rock upon the plain, 

■Which shuddered to receive that magic h^fid ! 

The mouth of the cavern being thus exposed, Rustem applied 
himself to the extrication of Byzun from his miserable condi- 
tion, and letting down his kamimd, he had soon the pleasui-e of 
drawing up the unfortunate captive, whom he embraced with 
great affection ; and instantly stripped off the chains with 
which he was bound. After mutual congratulations had been 
exchanged, Rustem proposed that Byzun and Manfjeh should 
go immediately to Inin, whilst he and his companions in arms 
attacked the palace of Afrasiyiib ; but though wasted as he was 
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by long offering, Byzun could not on any consideration consent 
to aypid me perils of the intended assault, and determined, at 
all hazards, to accompany his deliverer. 

well I know thy super-human power 
Needs no assistance from an arm like mine ; 

But grateful as I am for this great service, 

I cannot leave the^now, and shrink from peril, 

That would be baseness which 1 could not bear.” 

It was on the same night that Rustem and Byzun, and seven 
of his wan’iors, proceeded against that part of the palace in 
which the tyrant slept. He first put to death the watchman, 
and also killed a great number of the guard, and a loud voice 
presently resounded in the chamber of the king: — ‘'Awake 
from thy slumbers, Afrasiyab, Byzun has been freed from his 
chains.” Rustem now entered the royal palace, and openly 
declaring his j^amc, exclaimed : — “ I am come, Afrtlsiyilb, to 
destroy thee, and Byzim is also here to do thee service for thy 
cruelty to him.” The death-note awoke the trembling Afra- 
siyiib, and he rose up, and fled in dismay. Rustem and his 
companions rushed into the inner apartments, and captured all 
the blooming damsels of the shubistan, and all the jewels and 
golden ornaments which fell in their way. The moon-faced 
beauties were sent to Zabul ; but the jewels and other valuable 
property \jere reserved for the king. 

In the morning Afi'asivitb hastily collected together his troops 
and marched against Rustem, wdio, with Byzun and his thousand 
warriors, met him on the plain prepared for battle. The cham- 
pion challenged any one who would come forward to single 
combat ; but though frequently repeated, no attention was paid 
to the call. At length Rustem said to Afi"«i8iyilb : — “Art thou 
not ashamed to avoid a contest with so inferior a force, a hun- 
dred thousand against one thousand ? We two, and our armies, 
ha\e often met, and dost thou now shrink from the fight?” 
The reproach had its effect, 

For the tyrant at once, and Ids heroes, began 
Their attack like the demon f,f .Uzindcrin. 
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But the valour and the bravery of Rustem were so gpfinently 
shewn, that he overthrew thousands of the enemy. 

Jn the tempest of battle, disdaining all fear, _ 

With his kamund, and l^anjer, his gorz, and sham5li&, 

How he bound, stabbed, and crushed, and dissevered the foe, 

So mighty his arm, and so fatal his blow * 

• 

And so dreadful was the carnage, that Afrcisiytlb, unable to 
resist his victorious career, was compelled to seek safety in 
flight. 

The field was red with blood, the Tartar banners 
• Cast on the ground, and when, with grief, he saw 

The face of Fortune turned, his cohorts slain, 

He hurried back, and sought TiliAn again. 

Rustem having obtained another triumph, returned to Iran 
with the spoils of his conquest, and was again Jionourcd with’ 
the smiles and rewards of his sovereign. Manijeh was not for- 
gotten ; she, too, received a present worthy of the virtue and 
fidelity she had displayed, and of the magnanimity of her spirit ; 
and the happy conclusion of the enterprise was celebrated with 
festivity and rejoicing. 


BARZtl, AND HIS CONFLICT with RUSTEM. 

Afrilsiyiib after his defeat pursued his way in despair towards 
Chin and Mii-chin, and on the road happened to fall in with a 
man of huge and terrific stature. Amazed at the sight of so 


* This is a favourite passage in the original. My old Mdushi used to be 
delighted with it, thinking the description and effects of each weapon so tinly 
admirable ; the entangling of the noose, the stabbing of the dagger, the crush- 
ing of the mace, and the cutting of the sword being brought together within 
so small a compass. 
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extraor^iljary a being, he asked him who and what he was.” 
“ I am a villager,” replied the stranger. “And thy father ? ” 
— “ I do not know my father. My mother has never mentioned 
his name, and my birth is wrapped in mystery.” Afrifeiydb 
then addressed him as follows : — “ It is my misfortune to have 
a bitter and invincible o^emy, who has plunged me into the 
greatest distress. If he could be subdued, there would be no 
impediment to my conquest of Inin ; and I feel assured that 
thou, api)arently endued with such prodigious strength, hast 
the power to master him. His name is Rustem.” “ What ! ” 
rejoined Barzu, “ is all this concern and affliction about one 
man— about one man only ? ” “ Yes,” answered Afi-slsiyilb 
“ but that one man is equal to a hundred strong men. Upon 
him neither sword, nor mace, nor javelin has any effect. In 
battle he is like a mountain of steel.” At this Barzii exclaimed 
fn gamesome mood : — “ A mountain of steel ! — I can reduce to 
dust a hundred mountains of steel ! — What is a mountain of 
steel to me ! ” Afrasiyjlb rejoiced to tind such confidence in 
the stranger, and instantly promised him his own daughter in 
marriage, and the monarchy of Chin and Ma-chin, if he suc- 
ceeded in destroying Rustem. Barzii replied ; 

“ Thou art but a coward slave, 

Thus a stranger’s aid to crave 
And thy soldiers, what are they ? 

Heartless on the battle-day. 

Thou, the prince of such a host I 
What, alas I hast thou to boast? 

Art thou not ashamed to wear 
The regal croAvn that ghttcis there ? 

And dost thou not disgrace the thione 
Thus to be awed, and eiushed by one ; 

By one, whato'er his name or might. 

Thus to be put to shameful flight ! ” 

Afrilsiyilb felt keenly the reproaches which he heard ; but, 
nevertheless, solicited the assistance of Barzii, who declared 
that he would soon overpower Rustem, and place the empire of 
Jrdn under the dominion of the Tartar king. He would, ’hS 
said, overflow the land of Persia Avith blood, and take possession 
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of the throne ! The despot was intoxicated with dejiight, and 
expecting his most sanguine wishes would be realised, maciie him 
the costliest presents, consisting of gold and jewels, and horses, 
and elephants, so that the besotted stranger thoi^ht himself 
the greatest personage in all the world. But his mother, when 
she heard these things, implored him to be cautious : — 

“ My gt/i, these jiresents, ihougli so rich and rare, 

Will be thy winding-sheet ; beware, beware 1 
They’ll drive to madness thy poor giddy brain, 

And thou wilt never be restored again. 

Never ; for wert thou bravest of the brave, 

They only lead to an untimely grave. 

Then give them back, nor such a doom provoke, 

He ware of Rustem’s host-destroying stroke. 

Has he not conquered demons 1— and, alone, 

Afrdsiydb’s best warriors overthrown 1 

And oanst thou equal them ?— Alas 1 the day 

That thy sweet life should thus bo thrown away.” 

• 

Barzd, however, was too*much dazzled by the presents he had 
received, and too vain of his own personal strength to attend to 
his mother’s advice. Certainly,” said he, “ the disposal of 
our lives is in the hands of the Almighty, and as certain it is 
that my strength is superior to that of Bustem. Would it not 
then be cowardly to dccliiic the contest with him ? ” The 
mother still continued to dissuade him from the enterprise, and 
assured him that Kustein was above all mankind distinguished 
for the art, and skill, and dexterity with which he attaclted his 
cuemy, and defended himself ; and that there was no chance of 
his being overcome by a man entirely ignorant of the science 
of fighting ; but Barzu remained unmoved : yet he told the 
king w’hat his mother had said ; and Afnlsiyab, in consequence, 
deemed it proper to appoint two celebrated masters to instruct 
him in the use of the bow, the sword, and the javelin, and also 
in wrestling and throwing the noose. Every day, clothed in 
armour, he tried his skill and strength with the waiTiors, and 
after ten days he was sufficiently accomplished to overthrow 
eighteen of them at one time. Proud of the progress he had 
made, he told the king that he would seize and bind eighteen 
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of bis B^utest and most experienced teachers, and bring them 
before him, if he wished, when all the assembly exclaimed ; — 
“ No Soubt he is fully equal to the task ; ^ 

ffc docs not seem of human birth, but wears 
ITie aspect of the Evil One ; and looks 
Like Alberz mountain, clad in folds of mail ; 

Unwearied in thc^ght he conquers all.” 

AfrsUiyiib's satisfaction was increased by this testimony to 
the merit of Barzii, and he heaped upon him further tokens of 
his good-will and munificence. The vain, newly-made warrior 
was all exultation and delight, and said impatiently : 

“ Delays are ever dangerous — let us meet 
The foe betimes, thi'« Rustem and the king, 

Kai-khosrdu. If we linger m a cause 
Demanding instant act ion, prompt aiipliance, 

* And rapii execution, we are lost. 

Advance, and I will soon lop off the heads 
Of this belauded champion and his king. 

And casl them^ with the Persian crown and tin one 
Trophies of glory, at thy royal feet , 

So that "^lirdn alone shall rule the world.*' 


Speedily ten thousand experienced horsemen were selected 
and placed under the command of Barzu ; and Hiimiln and 
Barmin were appointed to accompany him ; Afi’Hsiyib himself 
intending to follow with the reserve. 

When the intelligence of this new expedition reached the 
court of Kai-khosriu, he w as astonished, and could not conceive 
how, after so signal a defeat and overthrow, Afrasiyab had the 
means of collecting anotlier army, and boldly invading his 
kingdom. To oppose this invasion, however, he ordered Tus 
and Friburz, with twelve thousand horsemen, and marched 
after them himself with a large army. As soon as Tiis fell in 
with the enemy the battle commenced, and lasted, with great 
carnage, a whole day and night, and in the end Barzii was 
victorious. The v. arriors of the Persian force fled, and left Tiis* 
and Fribiirz alone on the field, where they were encountered by 
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the conqueror, taken prisoners, and bound, and plact^ in the 
charge of Hiinnin. The tidings of the result of this conflict 
were received with as much rejoicing by Afrtlsiyiib, as with 
sorr(n\^ and consternation by Kai-khosrdu. Ai^i now the 
emergency, on the Persian side, demanded the assistance of 
Rustem, whose indignation was roused, and who determined on 
rcTenge for the insult that had been given. TTe took with him 
Custahem, the brother of Tiis, and at midnight thought he had 
come to the tent of Barzii, but it proved to be the pavilion of 
Afrasiyab, who was seen seated on his throne, with Barzii on 
his right hand, and Piran-Wisah on his left, and Tiis and 
Frlburz standing in chains before them. The king said to the 
captive warriors : — “ To-moiTow you shall both be put to death 
in the manner I slew Saiilwush.” lie then retired. Meanwhile 
Rustem returned thanks to Heaven that his friends were still 
alive, and requesting Gustahem to follow cautiously, he waited 
awhile for a fit oppc»i'tuiuty, till the watchman was off his 
guard, and then killing him, he and -Gustahem took up and 
conveyed the two jn'isoners to a short distance, where they 
knocked off their chains, and then conducted them back to 
Kai-khosrau. 

When Afrasiyab arose irom sleep, he found his wamors in 
close and earnest conversation, and was told that a champion 
from Persia luvd come and killed the watchman, and carried 
off the prisoners. Piran exclaimed : — “ Then assuredfy that 
champion is Rustem, and no other.” Afrasiyab writhed with 
anger and mortification at this iutiilligence, and sending for 
Barzii, dispatched his army to attack the enemy, and challenge 
Rustem to single combat. Rustem was with the Persian troops, 
and, answering the summons, said : — “ Young man, if thou art 
calling for Rustem, behold I come in his place to lay thee pros- 
trate on the earth.” “Ah ! ” rejoined Barzii, “and why this 
threat ? It is true I am but of tender years, whilst thou art 
aged and experienced. But if thou art fire, I am water, and 
able to quench thy flames.” Baying tliis he wielded his bow, 
and fixed the arrow in its not^, and commenced the strife. 
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RustenN^lso engaged with bow and arrows ; and then they 
each had recourse to their which from repeated strokes 

were soon bent as crooked as their bows, and they were them- 
selves nearly exhausted. Their next encounter was by wrest- 
ling, and dreadful were the wreTiehea and grasps they received 
from each other. Barz^ finding no advantage from this 
struggle, raised liis mace, and struck Rustem such a prodigious 
blow on the head, that the champion thought a whole mountain 
had fallen upon him. One arm was disabled, but though the 
w^ound was desperate, R ustem had the address to conceal its 
effects, and Barzii wondered that he had made apparently so 
little impression on liis antagonist. “Thou art,” said he, “a 
^arprizing warrior, and seemingly invulnerable . Had I struck 
such a blow on a mountain, it w'ould have been broken into a 
thousand fragments, and yet it makes no impression upon thee. 
Heaven forbid i ” he continued to himself, “ that I should ever 
receive so bewildering a stroke upon my own head ! ” Rustem 
having successfully concealed the anguish of his wound, artfully 
observed that it would be better to finish the combat on the 
following day, to -which Barzii readily agreed, and then they 
both parted. 

Barzu declared to Afnisiyab that his extraordinary vigour 
and strength had been of no account, for both his antagonist 
and his horse appeared to be composed of materials as hard as 
flint. “ Every blow was wu’thout effect ; and “ Heaven only 
knows,” added he, “ Avhat may be the result of to-morrow’s 
conflict.” On the other hand Rustem shewed his lacerated aim 
to Khosrau, and said : — “ I have escaped fi'om him ; but who 
else is there now to meet him, and finish the struggle ? Feri- 
murz, my son, cannot fulfil my promise with Barzii, as he, alas ! 
is fighting in Hindustan. Let me, however, call him hither, 
and in the meanwhile, on some pretext or other, delay the 
engagement.” The king, in great sorrow and affliction, sanc- 
tioned his departure, and then said to his warriors : — “ I will 
fight this Barzii myself to-moiTow ; ” but Giidarz would not 
consent to it, saying : — “As long as we live, the king must not 
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be exposed to such hazard. Giw and Byzun, and the other 
chiefs, must first successively encounter the enemy.” J 
When Rustem reached his tent, he told his brother Zu^ra to 
get ready a litter, that he might proceed to Slstiln for the pur- 
pose of obtaining a remedy for his wound from the Simurgh. 
Pain and grief kept him awake all night, and he prayed inces- 
santly to the Supreme Being. In.- the morning early, Ziiara 
brought him intelligence of the welcome arrival of Ferdmurz, 
which gladdened his heart ; and as the youth had undergone 
great fatigue on his long journey, Rustem re(]uested him to 
repose awhile, and he himself, freed from anxiety, also sought 
relief in a sound sleep. 

A few hours afterwards both armies were again drawn up- 
and Barzii, like a mad elephant, full of confidence and pride, 
rode forward to resume the combat ; whilst Rustem gave in- 
structions to Ferdmurz how he was to act. He attired him in 
his own armour, supplied him with his ovn weapons, and 
mounted him on Rakush, and told him to represent himsell to 
Barzu as the warrior who had engaged him the day before. 
Accordingly Fcrainurz entered the middle space, clothed in 
his father’s mail, raised his bow, ready bent, and shot an 
arrow at Barzii, crying : — “ Behold thy adversaiy ! — I ain 
the man come to try thy strength again. — Advance ! ” I’o 
this Barzii replied “ Why this hilarity, and great flow of 
spirits ? Art thou reckless of thy life ? ” “ In, the eyes of 

warriors,” said Feramurz, “ the field of fight is the niansion of 
pleasure. After I yesterday parted from thee I drank wine 
with my companions, and the impression of delight still 
I’cmains on my heart. 

■■ Wine exhilarates the soul, 

Makes the eye with pleasure roll ; 

Lightens up the darkest mien, 

Fills with joy the dullest scene ; 

Hence it is I meet thee now 
^ With a smile upon my brow.” 

Barzii, however, thought that the voice and action of hisad versaiy 



224 


THE SHi.H NXMEH., 


were not the same as he had heard and seen the preceding day, 
althoi!l|5t there was no difference in the armour or the horse, and 
therefore he said ; — “ Perhaps the cavalier whom I encountered 
yesterday is wounded or dead, that thou hast mounted his 
charger, and attired thyself in his mail.” “ Indeed, rejoined 
Ferdmurz, perhaps thou hast lost thy wits ; I am certainly the 
person who engaged then yesterday, and almost extinguished 
thee ; and with God’s favour thou shalt be a dead man to-day.” 
“ What is thy name ? ” “ My name is Rustem, descended from 
a race of warriors, and my pleasure consists in contending with 
the lions of battle, and shedding the blood of heroes.” Thus 
saying, Feramurz rushed on his adversary, struck him several 
blows with his battle-axe, and drawing his noose from the 
saddle-strap with the quickness of lightning, secured his prize. 
He might have put an end to his existence in a moment, but 
preferred taking him alive, and shewing him as a captive. 
» Afrisiydb seeing^the perilous condition of Barzii, came up with 
his whole army to his rescue ; but Kai-khosriiu was equally on 
the alert, accompanied by Rustem, who advancing to the 
support of Fenlmurz, threw another noose round the neck of 
the already-captured Barzu, to prevent the possibility of his 
* escape. Both armies now engaged, and the I'lirilnians made 
many desperate efforts to recover their gigantic leader, but all 
their ma nmujics were f rui tless. The struggle continued fiercely, 
and with giieat slaughter, till it was dark, and then ceased ; 
the two Rings returning back to the respective positions they 
had taken up before the conflict took place. The Turanians 
were in the deepest giief for the loss of Barzii ; and Pfriin-Wisah 
having recommended an immediate retreat across the Jihiin, 
Afr^iyilb followed his counsel, and precipitately quitted Persia 
with all his troops. 

Kai-khosriiu ordered a grand banquet on the occasion of the 
victory ; and when Barzii was brought before him, he com- 
manded his immediate execution ; but Rustem, seeing that he 
was very young, and thinking that he had not yet been 
coiTupted and debased by the savage example of the Tiird-nians, 
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requested that he might be spared, and given to him to send 
into Slstiin ; and his request was promptly complied vdth. 

When the mother of Barzii, whose name )vas Shah-ni, heard 
that Iwr son was a prisoner, she wept bitterly, and hastened to 
Iriln, and from thence to Sistiin. There happent^d to be in 
Rustem’s employ a singing-girl,* an old acquaintance of her’s, 
to whom she was much attached, aiid to whom she made large 
presents, calling her by the most endearing epithets, in order 
that she might be brought to serve Jim* in the important 
matter she had in contemplation. Her object was soon ex- 
plained, and the pjelimirinripR at once adjusted, and by the 
hands of this singing-girl she secretly sent some food to Barzii, 
in which she concealed a ring, to apprise him of her being near 
him. On finding the ring, he asked ^\ho had supplied him 
with the food, and her answer was : — “ A woman recently 
arrived from Ma-clun.” This was to him delightful intelligence, 
and he could not help exclaiming, ‘‘ That woinan is my mother, 
I am grateful for thy services, but another time bring me, if 
thou canst, a large file, that I may be able to free myself from 
these chains.” The singing-girl promised her assistance ; and 
having told Shah-rii what her son required, conveyed to 
him a file, and resolved to accompany him in his flight. 
Bai'zu then requested that three fleet horses might be provided 
and kept ready under the walls, at a short distance ; and this 
being also done, in the night, he and his mother, and the 
singing-girl, effected their escape, and pursued tlieir course 
towards Tiiran. 

It so happened that Rustem was at this time in progress 
between Iriln and Sistjln, hunting for his own pleasure the elk 
or wild ass, and he accidentally fell in with the refugees, who 
made an attempt to avoid him, but, unable to effect their 
purpose, thought proper to oppose him with all their might, 


* Theocritus introduces a Greek singing-girl in Idyllium, xv. at the festival 
o& Adonis. In the Arabian Nights, the Kalipb is represented at his feasts 
surrounded by troops of the most beautiful females playing on various instru- 
ment. 
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and a ^arp contest ensued. Both parties becoming fatigued, 
they re^d awhile, when Eustem asked Barzii how he had ob- 
tained his liberty. “The Almighty freed me from the bondage 
I endured.” — “ And who arc these two women ? ” — 0iie of ‘ 
them,” rciified Barzii, “ is my mother, and that is a singing- 
girl of thy own house.” Eastern went aside, and called for 
breakftist, and thinking ni his own mind that it would be 
expedient to poison Barzu, mixed up a deleterious substance in 
some food, and sent it-to him to eat. He was just going to take 
it, when his mother cried, My sou, beware ! ” and he drew 
his hand from the dish. But the singing-giid did eat part of 
it, and died on the spot. Upon witnessing this appalling 
scene, Barzii sprung forward with indignation, and reproached 
Eustem for his treachery in the severest terms. 

“ Old man 1 hast thou mid warrior-chiefs a place, 

And dos^thou practice that winch brings disgiaco ? 

Hast thou no fear of a degraded name, 

No fear of lasting Dbloguy and shame ? 

0, thou cans! have no hope m God, when thou 
Rtand’st thus defiled, — dishonoured, false, ns now ; 

Unfair, pvi'fitlinns alt thou too, in strife, 

By any pretext thou would’st take my life ! ” 

He then in a menacing attitude exclaimed ; — If thou art a 
man, rise and fight ! ” Eustem felt ashamed on being thus 
detected, an(> rose up frowning in scorn. They met, brandish- 
ing their* battle-axes, and looking as black as the clouds of 
night. They then dismounted to wrestle, and fastening the 
bridles, each to his oiMi girdle, furiously grasped each others* 
loins and limbs, straining and struggling for the mastery. 
Whilst they were thus engaged, their horses betrayed equal 
animosity, and attacked each other with great violence. 
Eaknsh bit and kicked Barzii’s steed so severely that he strove 
to gallop away, dragging his master, who was at the same time 
under the excruciating gripe of Eustem. “ 0, release me for 
a moment till I am disentangled from my horse,” cxclaimM 
Barzii ; but Eustem hced..3g him not, now pressed him down 
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beneath him, and was preparing to give him the finishing* blow 
by cutting off his head, when the mother seeing . the fatal 
moment approach, shrieked, and cried out, Forbetfr, Rustem ! 
this ^uth is the son of Sohrdb, and thy OT^^l grandchild ! 
Forbear, and bring not on thyself th^i devouring anguish which 
followed the death of his unhappy father. 

“ Think of Solirdb 1 take not the precious life 
Of sire and son — unnatural is the strife ; 

Kestrain, for mercy’s sake, that furious mood, 

And pause before thou sliedd’st a kinsman's blood.” 

“ Ah ! ” rejoined Rustem, “ can that l)e true ? ” upon which 
Shah-ru showed him Sohrab’s brilliant finger^ring and he was 
satisfied. He then pressed Barzii warmly and aliectionatcly to 
his breast, and kissed his head and eyes, and l^ok him filoiig 
with him to Sistdn, where he xdaced him in a station of honour, 
and introduced him to his great grandfather Zal, who received 
ojid caressed him witli becoming tenderness and regard. 


StlSEN THE Sorceress, and AFKASIYi^l). 

Soon after Afrasiyab liad returned defeated into Tiiran, 
grievously lamenting the misfortune which had deprived him 
of the assistance of Barzii, a woman named Siiscn, deeply 
versed in magic and sorcery, came to him, and promised by 
her potent art to put him in tho way of destroying Rustem and 
his wliole family. 

‘‘ Fighting disappointment brings, 

Sword and mace are useless things ; 

If thou would’st a conqueror be, 

Monarch 1 put thy trust in me ; 

Soon the mighty chief shall bleed, — 

Spells and charms will do the deed 1 ” 

Q 2 
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Afr^ydb at first refused to avail himself of her power, but 
was presently induced, by a manifestation of her skill, to consent 
to what she proposed. She required that a distinguished 
warrior should be sent along with her, furnished with abund- 
ance of treasure, honorarj® tokens and presents, so that none 
might be aware that she was employed on the occasion. 
Afi-ilsiyjib appointed Pilsam, duly supplied with the requisites, 
and the warrior and the sorceress set off on their journey, 
people being stationed conveniently on the road to hasten the 
first tidings of their success to the king. Their course was 
towards Sistan, and arriving at a fort, they took possession of a 
commodious residence, in which they placed the wealth and 
property they had brought, and, establishing a house of enter- 
tainment, all travellers who passed that way were hospitably 
and sumptuoui^iy regaled by them. 

For sparkling wine, and viand s rare, 

And mellow fruit, abounded there. 

It is recorded that Rustem had invited to a magnificent feast 
at his palace in SistiLn a large company of the most celebrated 
heroes of the kingdom, and amongst them happened to be Tus, 
whom the king had deputed to the champion on some important 
state aifah-s. Giidarz was also present ; and between him and 
Tiis, ever hostile to each other, a dispute as usual took place. 
The latter, always boasting of his ancestry, reviled the old 
Avarrior and said, “ I am the son of islander, and the grandson 
of Feridiin, whilst thou art but the son of Kavah, the black- 
smith ; — why then dost thou put thyself on a footing with 
me ? ’* Giidarz, in reply, poured upon him reproaches equally 
irritating, accused him of ignorance and folly, and roused the 
anger of the prince to such a degree that he drew his dagger 
to punish the offender, when Rehilm started up and prevented 
the intended bloodshed. This interposition increased his rage, 
and in serious dudgeon he retired from the banquet, and set off 
on his return to Iriin. 

Rustem was not present at the time, but Avhen he heard of 
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the altercation and the result of it, he was very angry, Saying 
that Giidarz was a relation of the family, and Tiis^his guest, 
and therefore wrong had been done, since a guest otght always 
CO bo» protected. “ A guest,” he said, “ ought to be held as 
sacred as the king, and it is the custom of heroes to treat a 
guest with the most scmpulous respect and consideration. 

For a guest is the king of the feast.” 

He then requested Giidarz to go after Tiis, and by fair words 
and proper excuses bring him back to his festive board. Ac- 
cordingly Giidarz departed. No sooner had he gone than Giw 
rose up, and said, “ Tiis is little better than a madman, and my 
father of a hasty temper ; I should therefore wish to follow, to 
prevent the possibility of further disagreement.” To thk 
Rustem consented. Byzun was now also anxious to go, and he 
too got permission. ‘When all the three had departed, Rustem 
began to be apprehensive that something unpleasant would 
occur, and thought it prudent to send Feramurz to preserve 
the peace. Zdl then came forward, and thinking that Tiis, the 
descendant of the Kais and his revered guest, might not be 
easily prevailed upon to return cither by Giidarz, Giw, Byzun, 
or Feriimurz, resolved to go himself and soothe the temper 
which had been so injudiciously and rudely r uffle^ at the 
banquet. 

When Tiis, on his journey from Rustem’s palace, approached 
the residence of Siisen the sorceress, he beheld numerous cooks 
and confectioners on every side, preparing all kinds of rich and 
rare dishes of food, and every species of sweetmeat ; and enquir- 
ing to whom they belonged, he was told that the place was 
occupied by the wife of a merchant from Tiiriin, who was 
extremely wealthy, and who entertained in the most sumptuous 
manner every traveller who passed that way. Hungry, and 
c'uriotts to see what was going on, Tiis dismounted, and leaving 
his horse with the attendants, entered the principal apartment, 
where he saw a Hiacinating female, and was transported with 
joy.— She was 



THE SHlH NAMEH. 


Tall as the graceful cypress, and as hiight, 

As ever stiuck a lover’s ravished sight ; 

VWhy of her musky locks or ringlets tell ? 

^ach silky hair itself contained a spell. 

Why of her face so beautifully fair 1 ^ 

Wondering he saw the moon’s refulgence there. 

• 

As soon as his transports had subsided he sat down before 
her, and asked her who she was, and upon what adventure she 
was engaged ; and she answered that she was a singing-girl, 
that a wealthy merchant some time ago had fallen in love with 
and married her, and soon afterwards died ; that Afrasiyitb, the 
king, had since wished to take her into his harem, which 
alarmed her, and she had in consequence fled from his country ; 
she was willing, however, she said, to become the hand-maid of 
Kai-khosrtlu, he being a true kiug, and of a sweet and gentle 
temper. * 

•* A pci’sccutcd (Limsel J, 

Thus the dctcslcd lyiant fly. 

And hastening fioin impending woes, 

In happy Persia seek leposc ; 

For long as cherished life louinins, 
ricasuic must emile wlicic KlKi,''iau leigns. 

Thence did I from ray lionic depart. 

To ple.ase and bless a Persian licait.” 


Tlic deception worked effectually on the mind of Tub, and be 
at once entered into the notion of escorting her to Kai-kliosrau. 
But he was immediately supplied Avitli charmed viands and 
goblets of rich wine, AAliich he had not the poAver to resist, till 
his senses foi’sook him, and then Pilsain appeaind, and, binding 
him Avith cords, conveyed him safely and secretly into the in- 
terior of the fort. In a short time Giidarz arriA cd, and he too 
was received and treated in the same manner. Then Giav and 
Byzun Averc seized and secured ; and after them came Zal : hut 
notwithstanding ohe enticements that Avere used, and the attrac- 
tions that presented themseh'es, he would neither enter the en- 
chanted apartment, nor taste the enchanted food or wine. 

The witching cup was filled to the bi -in, 

But the magic draught had no charms for him. 
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A person whispered in his ear that the woman had already 
wickedly got into her power several warriors, and he felt 
assured that they were his own friends. To be i^Jenged for 
this treachery ho rushed forward, and would have seized hold 
of the sorceress, but she fled into ^he fort and fastened the 
gate. He instantly sent a messenger to Rustem, explaining 
the perplexity in which he was involved, and exerting all his 
strength, broke down the gate that had just been closed against 
him. As soon as the passage was opened, out rushed Pilsam, 
who with his mace commenced a furious battle with Zal, in 
which he nearly overpowered him, when Feramurz reached the 
spot, and telling the venerable old warrior to stand aside, took 
his place, and fought with Pilsam without intermission all day, 
and till they were parted by the darkness of night. 

Early in the morning Rustem, accompanied li^ Barzii, arrive'd ' 
from Sistan, and entering the fort, called aloud for Pilsam. He 
also sent Ferj'imurz to Kai-khosniu to inform him of what had 
occurred. Pilsam at length issued forth, and attacked the 
champion. They first fought with bows and arrows, w'ith 
javelins next, and then successively with maces, and swords, 
and daggers. The contest lasted the whole day ; and w^hen at 
night they parted, neither had gained the victory. The next 
morning immdhsc clouds of dust were seen, and rthev were 
found to be occasioned by Afrasiyab and his army marching to 
the spot. Rustem appointed Barzii to proceed with his Zabul 
troops against him, whilst he himself encountered Pilsam. The 
strife between the two was dreadful. Rustem struck him several 
times furiously upon the head, and at length stretched him life- 
less on the sand. He then impelled Rakush tow^ards the Tura- 
nian army, and aided by Zal and Barzii, committed tremendous 
havoc among them. 

So thick the arrows fell, helmet, and mail, 

And shield, pierced through, looked like a field of reeds. 

• 

In the meantime Siisen, the sorceress, escaped from the fort, and 
fled to Afrasiyab. 
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Another cloud of dust spreading from earth to heaven, was 
observed m the direction of Persia, and the waving banners 
becoming more distinct, presently showed the approach of the 
king, Kai-khosniu. 

The steely javelins sparkled in the sun, 

Helmet and shield, and joyous seemed the si^t. 

Banners, all gorgeous, floating on the breeze. 

And horns shrill echoing, and the tramp of steeds. 

Proclaimed to dazzled eye and hal E-stunned car. 

The mighty preparation. 

The hostile armies soon met, and there was a sanguinary 
conflict, but the Tiiniiiians were obliged to give way. Upon 
this common result, Piriin Wisah declared to Afrasiyab that 
perseverance was as ridiculous as unprofitable. “ Our army has 
no heart, nor confidence, when opposed to Rustem ; how often 
have wc been defeated liy him — how often have we been scat- 
tered like sheep before that lion in battle ! We have just lost 
the aid of Barzu, and now is it not deplorable to put any ti’ust 
ill the dreams of a singing-girl, to accelerate on her account 
the mill of the country, and to hazard thy own pei*sonal 
safety. 

What 1 risk an empire on a woman’s word 1 ’’ 

• • 

• 

Afrasiyab replied, “ So it is ; ” and instantly urged his horec 
into the middle of the plain, where lie loudly challenged ^ai- 
khosrau to single combat, saying, “ AVhy should we uselessly 
shed the blood of our warriors and people. Let us ourselves 
decide the day. God will give the triumph to him who merits 
it.” Kai-khosraii was ashamed to refuse this clmllcnge, and 
descending from his elephant, mounted his horse and prepared 
for the onset. But his wamors seized the bridle, and ivoiild 
no' allow him to fight. ^ lie declared, however, that he would 
himself take revenge for the blood of Saiawush, and struggled 
to overcome the friends who were opposing his progress. “ Foi;- 
bear awhile,” said Rustem, “ Afrasiyab is expert m all tlie nits 
of the warrior, fighting with the sword, the dagger, in archery. 
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and wrestling. When I wrestled with him, and held him down, 
he could not have escaped, excepting hy l.he exercise^ the most 
consummate dexterity. Allow thy warriors to fight for thee.” 
But the king was angiy, and said, “ The monarch who docs not 
fight for himself, is unworthy of tile crown.” Upon hearing 
this, Rustem wept tears of blood. Barzu now took hold of the 
king’s atiaajip, and knocked his forehead against it, and draw- 
ing his dagger, threatened to put an end to himself, saying, 
“ My blood will be upon thy neck, if thou gocst ; ” and he con- 
tinued in a strain so eloquent and persuasive that Khosrau re- 
laxed ] ti his determination, and observed to Rustem : “ There 
can be no doubt that Barzii is descended from thee.” Barzu 
now respectfully kissed the ground before the king, and yault- 
jng on his saddle with admirable agility, rushed onwards to tlu; 
middle space where Afnisiyab was waiting, an^ roared aloud. 
Afrjisiyab bunicd with indignation at the sight, and said in his 
heart : “ It seems that I have nurtured and instructed this 
in grate , to shed my own blood. Thou wretch of demon-birth, 
thou knowest not thy father’s name ! and yet thou comest to 
wage war against me ! Att thou not ashamed to look upon 
the king of Tiinin after what he has done for thee ? ” Barzu 
replied : “ Although thou didst protect me, thou spilt the blood 
of Saiiwush and Aghriras unjustly. When I ate Thyjsalt, I 
served thee faithfully, and fought for thee. I now eat the salt 
of Kai-khosrau, and my allegiance is due to him.” 

He spoke, and raised his battle-axe, and rushed, 

»Swift ns a demon of Mazinderan, 

Against Afrisiyab, who, fi owning, cried : — 

“ Ap[)roach not like a furious elephant, 

Heedless what may befall thee — nor provoke 
The wrath of him whose certain aim >s death.” 

Then placed he on the stiing a pointed dart. 

And siiot it from the bow ; whizzing it flew, 

And pierced tlic armour of the wondering youth, 

Indicting on his side a painful wound. 

Winch made his heart with t repidatio n throb ; 

High exultation marked the despot’s brow, 

Seeing the gush of blood hia loins distain. 

Barzii was now anxious to assail Afriisiyab with his mace, 
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instead of arrows ; but whenever he tried to get near enough, 
lie was disiappoiuted by the adroitness of his adversary, whom 
lie could n^ reach. He was at last compelled to lay aside the 
battle-axe, and have recourse to his bow, but every arrow was 
dexterously received by Afi^ytUb on his shield ; and Barzii, on 
his part, became equally active and successful. Afrilsiydb soon 
emptied his quiver, and then he grasped his mace with the 
intention of extinguishing his antagonist at once, but at the 
moment Uumiln came np, and said : “ 0, king I do not bring 
thyself int o iconnrdv by contending against a person of no 
account ; thy proper adversary is Kai-khosrau, and not him, 
for if thou gainest the victory, it can only be a victory over a 
fatherless soldier, and if thou art killed, the wdiole of Tiiran 

will be at the feet of Pci'sia.” Both Pinin and Human dis- 

^ • 

suaded the kinj from continuing the engagement singly, and 
directed the Turanians to commence a general attjick. Afril- 
siyfib told them that if Barzu was not .4ain, it would be a gi’eat 
misfortune to their country ; in consequence, they surrounded 
him, and inflicted on him many severe wounds. But Bustem 
and Feramurz, beholding tire dilemma into which Barzii was 
thrown, hastened to his support, and many of the enemy were 
killed by them, and great carnage folloived by the advance of 
the Pej’siifli army. 

The noise of clashing swoicls, and ponderous maces 
Hinging upon the iion mail, hetmed like 
The busy work-‘«hop of an armouior ; 

Tumultuous as the sea the lield appeared, 

All enmsoned with the blood of heroes slain. 

Kai-khosrau himself burned to the assistance of Barzii, and 
the powerful force which he brought along with him soon put 
the Turanians to flight. Afra«iyab too made his escape in the 
confusion that prevailed. The king wished to pureue the enemy, 
but Rustem oliserved that their defeat an* I dispersion was 
enough. The battle having ceased, and tlie array being in the 
neighbourhood of Sistiln, the champion solicited permission to 
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return to his home ; “ for I am now,” said he, “ four liiaidvccl 
years old, and require a little rest. In the meantime^ Ferdmurz 
and Barzii may take my place.” The king consented, and dis- 
tributing his favours to each of his distinguished warriors for 
their prodigious exertions, left Zal ^nd Rustem to proceed to 
Sistan, and returned to the capital of his kingdom. 


Thp: Expedition of GUDARZ against 
AFRASIYAB. 

The overthrow of tlic sovereign of Turiin had only a 
temporary effect, as it was not long before he was enabled to 
collect further supplies, and another army for the defence of 
his kingdom ; and Kai-khosrau’s ambition to reduce the 
power of his rival being animated by new hopes of success, 
another expedition was entrusted to the command of Giidarz. 
Rustem, he said, had done his duty in repeated campaigns 
against Afriisiyab, and the extraordinary gallantry ahd yisdom 
ith which they were conducted, entitled him to the highest 
applause. “ It is now, Giidarz, thy turn to vanquish the 
enemy.” Accordingly Giidarz, accompanied by Giw, and Tus 
and Byzun, and an immense army, iirocecdcd towards Tiiran. 
Feramurz was directed previously to invade and conquer Hindus- 
tan, and from thence to march to the borders of Chin and Ma- 
chin, for the purpose of uniting and co-0[)erating with the anny 
under Giidarz, and, finally, to capture Afriisiyab. 

As soon as it ^\as known in Tiiriin that Giidarz was in 
motion to resume hostilities against the king, Hiimiin Avas 
fippointed Avitli a large force to rijsist his jirogrcss, and a second 
army of reserve was gathered together under the command of 
Piriiii. The first conflict wdiich occurred was between the 
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troops of Giidarz and Hiimdn. Gtidarz directed Byzun to 
attack Human. The two chiefs joined in battle, when Human 
fell under flie sword of his adversary, and his army, being 
defeated, retired, and united in the rear with the legions of 
Piriin. The enemy thus became of formidable strength, and 
ill consequence it was thought proper to communicate the 
inequality to Kai-khosriiu, that reinforcements might be sent 
without loss of time. The king immediately complied, and 
also wrote to Sistin to request the aid of Rustem. The "svar 
lasted two years, the army on each side being continually 
recruited as necessity required, so that the numbers were 
regularly kept up, till a great battle took place, in which 
the venerable Plran was killed, and nearly the whole of his 
army destroyed. This victory was obtained without the assist- 
ance of Rustem, who, notwithstanding the message of the 
king, had still remained in Sistiln. The loss of Piran, the 
counsellor and warrior, proved to be a groat affliction to Afra- 
siyab : he felt as if his whole support was taken away, and 
deemed it the signal of approaching ruin to his cause. 


“ Thou wert my refuge, Ibou my fneiul anti biothcr ; 
Wise in tliy counsel, gallant in the field, 

My monitor and guide — and thou art gone 1 
^Th5 glory of my kingdom is eclipsed, 

Since thou hast vaiiishcd from tliis world, and left me 
All wretched to myself. But food, nor sleep 
Nor rest will I indulge in, till just vengeance 
Has been inflicted on the cruel foe.” 


AVhen the news of Piraii’s death reached Kai-khosrau, he 
rapidly marched fortvard, crossed the Jiluiii without delay, and 
jiassed through Samerkand and Bokhara, to encounter tlie 
Tiirinians. Afrisiyjib, in the meantime, liad not been ncglect- 
ftil. He bad all his hidden treasure dug up, with Avhich he 
assembled a prodigious army, and appointed his son Sliydali- 
.Poshang to the command of a hundred thousand hoi-semciw 
To oppose this force, Khosrau appointed his young relati\c, 
Lohurjisp, with eight thousand horsemen, and passing tlirongh 



THE SHAH NAMEH. 


287 


Sistdii, desired Rustem, on account of Loliurilsp’s tender age 
and inexperience, to aflPord him such good counsel as lie 
required. When Afrusiyd.b heard this, he added to the force of 
Shydaii another hundred thousand men, but first sent his son 
to Kai-khosrilu in the character of a^ ambassador to offer terms 
of peace. “ Tell him,” said he, “ that to secure this object, I 
will deliver to him one of my sons as a hostage, and a number 
of troops for his service, with the sacred promise never to 
depart from my engagements again. — But, a word in thy ear, 
Shydah ; if Khosrilu is not disposed to accept these terms, say, 
to prevent unnecessary bloodshed, he and I must personally 
decide the day by single combat. If he refuses to fight with 
me, say that thou uilt meet him ; and shouldst thou be slain in 
the strife, I will surrender to him the kingdom of Turan, 
and retire myself from the world.” He furtl*r commanded 
him t o propound these terms with a gallant and fearless 
bearing, and n^ to betray the least apprehension. Shydah 
entered fully into the spirit of his father’s instructions, and 
declared that he would derote his life to the cause, that ho 
would boldly before the whole assembly dare Kai-khosrdu to 
battle ; so that Afrdsiyab was delighted with the valorous 
disposition he displayed. 

Kai-khosritu smiled when he heard of what Afriisiyab in- 
tended, and viewed the proposal as a proof of his weatness. 
“ But never,” said he, “ will I consent to a peace till I have 
inflicted on him the death which Saiiiwush was made to suffer. 
When Shydah aiTived, and with proper ceremony and respect 
had delivered his message, Kai-khosiAu invited him to retire 
to his chamber and go to rest, and he would send an answer by 
one of -his people. Shydah accordingly retired, and the king 
proceeded to consult his warrior-friends on the offers that had 
been made. “ Afrasiydb tells me,” said he, “ that if I do not 
wish for peace, I must fight either him or his son. I have 
seen Shydah— his eyes arc red and blood-shot, and he has a 
fiefcc expression of feature ; if I do not accept his terms, I 
shall probably soon have a dagger lodged in my breast.” 
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SayiiTg this, he ordered his mail to he j?ot ready ; hut Rustem 
and all i^e gi-eat men about him exclaimed, unanimously : 
“ This musk not be allowed ; Afrasiytlb is full of fraud, artifice, 
and sorcery, and notoriously faithless to his engagements.. The 
sending of Shydah is all ^ trick, and his letter of proposal 
all deceit : his object is simply bo induce thee to fight him 
alone. 

If thou sliouldst kill this Shydah — what of that ! 

There would be one Tili-aniau warrior less, 

I'o vex the world witJial ; would that be triumph ? 

And to a Persian kin*? ’ But if it chanced, 

That thou shoiild’st meet with an untimely deatli, 

By dart or javelin, at the ‘^tnplinj'’s hands, 

AVhat scathe and i uin would this realm befall ! ” 


. By the advice of Rusbem, Kai-khosrau gave Shydah per- 
mission to deptft't, and said that he would send his answer to 
Afrasiyab by Karuii. “But,” observed the youth, “1 have 
come to fight thee ! ” which touched the honour of the king, 
and he replied : “ J5e it so, let ns then meet to-morrow.” 

In the mean time KliosnUi prepared his letter to Afrasiyab, in 
which he said : 

‘‘ Our quarrel now is daik to a icw. 

It bears the fiercest, gloomiest hue ; 

And vain luive speccli and p]oml^o been 
To ehaiiffo for peace the battle m’cuc ; 

For thou art still to tieachery prone. 

Though gentle now in Avoid aii'l tone ; 

But that impel lal crown thou weaicst, 

That mace Avhich thou in battle bcaicst, 

Thy kingdom, all, thou must resign ; 

Thy army too — for all are mine ! 

Thou talk’st of strength, and might, and power, 

When revelling in a prosiierons liour : 

But knoAv, that strength of nerve and limb 
We oAA^e to Ood — it comes fiom Him 1 
And victory's palm, and regal sAvay, 

Alike the AAill ot Heaven obey. 

Hence thy lost throne, no longer thine, 

Will soon, perfidious king I be mine ! ” 

In giving this letter to Kdnm, Kai-khosrtiu directed him, in 
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the first jDlace, to deliver a message from him to Shyclah,1io the 
following effect : 

“ Driven art thou out from home and life. 

Doomed to engage in mortal strife, 

For deeply lours mi&fortiyie’s cloud ; 

That gay attire will be thy shroud ; 

Blood from thy father’s eyes will gush, 

As Kdils wept for Saiawusli,” 

In tlie moriiiiig Khosrau went to the appointed place, and 
when he approached Shydah, the latter said, “ Thou hast come 
on foot, let our trial he in wrestling ; ” and the proposal being 
agreed to, both applied themselves fiercely to the encounter, at 
a distance from the troops. 

The youth appeared with joj’^ous niien^ 

And bounding heart, foi life was new ; 

By either host the strife was seen, 

And strong and fierce the coinhat gicw. 


Shydah exerted his utmost might, but ^\as unable to moAC 
his antagonist from the ground ; "whilst Khosi’aii lifted him up 
without difficulty, and, dashing him on the plain, 

He s])rang upon him as the lion fierce 
Springs oil the nimble gor, then quickly drew 
His deadly dagger, and with cruel aim, 

Thrust the keen weapon through the stripling’s lieart. 


Khosrilu, immediately after slaying him, ordered the body to 
be washed with musk and rose-water, and, after burial, a tomb 
to be raised to his memory. 

When Kilrun reached the court of Afrasiyab with the answer 
to the offer of peace, intelligence had previously arrived that 
Shydah had fallen in the combat, which produced in the mind 
of the father the greatest anguish. He gave no reply to 
Kiirun, but ordered the drums and trumpets to be sounded, 
and instantly marched with a large army against the enemy. 
The two hosts wore soon engaged, the anger of the Turaiiiaus 
being so much roused and sharpened by the death of the 
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prince* that they were utterly regardless of their lives. The 
battle, thci^orc, was fought with unusual fury. 

Two sovereigns in the field, in desperate strife, 

Each by a grievous cause of wrath, urged on 
To glut revenge ; this.ior a father’s life 
Wantonly saciificed ; that for a son 
Slain in his prime. — The carnage has begun, 

And blood is seen to flow on every side ; 

Thousands arc slaughtered ere the day is done, 

And weltering swell the sanguinary tide ; 

^nd why ? To soothe man’s hate, his cruelty, and pride. 

The battle terminated in the dkcomfitp rft and defeat of the 
Tiiriinians, who fled from the conquerors in the utmost con 
fusion. The people seized hold of tlie bridle of Afriisiyab’s 
l^rse, and obliged him to follow his scattered army. 

Kai-khosrau Having dispatched an account of his victory to 
Kitiis, went in pursuit of Afrdsiyilb, traversing various countries 
and provinces, till he anived on the borders of Chin. The 
Khakiin, or sovereign of tliat state, became in consequence 
greatly alarmed, and presented to him large presents to gain 
his favour, but the only object of Kliosrau was to secure 
Afrilsiyilb, and he told the ambassador that if his master dared 
to afford him protection, he would lay waste the whole kingdom. 
The 5hakilu therefore withdrew his hospitable services, and 
the abandoned king was compelled to seek another place of 
refuge. 


The death of AFRASIYAB. 

Melancholy and afflicted, Afrdsiyab penetrated through wood 
and desert, and entered the province of Miknin, whither he 
was followed by Kai-khosrdu and his anny. He then quitted 
Miki’iln, but his followers had falle n off tq^a small number 
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and to whatever country or region he rei)aired for reSt and 
protection, none was given, lest the vengeance of ^i-khosrau 
should be hurled upon the offender. Still pursued and hunted 
like wild beast, and still flying from his enemies, the small 
retinue which, remained with him last left him, and he was 
left alone, dejected, destitute, and truly forlorn. In this state 
of desertion he retired into a cave, where he hoped to continue 
undiscovered and unseen. 

It chanced, however, that a man named Hum, of the race of 
Feridun,,dwelt hard by. He was remarkable for his strength 
and bravery, but had peacefully taken up his abode upon the 
neighbouring mountain, and was passing a religious life with- 
out any communication with the busy world. His dwelling 
was a little way above the cave of Afnisiyab. One night Ixo , 
heal’d a '/oice of lamentation below, and anxious to ascertain 
from wlioin and whence it proceeded, he stole down to the spot 
and listened. The mourner spoke in the Turkish language, and 
said “ 0 king of Turiin and Chin, where is now thy pomp 
and power ! How has Fortune cast away tliy throne and thy 
treasure to the winds ? ” Hearing these ivords Hum con- 
jectured that this must be Afrasiyiib ; and as he had suffered 
severely from the tyranny of that monarch, his feelings of 
vengeance were awakened, and he approached neater .to be 
certain that it was he. The same lamentations were repeated, 
and he felt assured that it was Afnisiyab himself. He waited 
patiently, however, till morning dawned, and then he called 
out at the mouth of the cave : — 0, king of the world I 
come out of thy cave, and obtain thy desires ! I have left the 
invisible sphere to accomidish thy wishes. — Appear ! ” Afrii- 
siyab thinking this a spiritual call, went out of the cave and 
was instantly recognized by Hum, ivho at the same moment 
struck him a severe blow on the forehead, which fgUed him 
to the earth, and then secured his hands behind his back. 
When the monarch found himself in fetters and powerless, 
h(? complained of the cruelty inflicted upon him, and asked 
Hum why he had treated a stranger in that manner. Hiim 

B 
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replied : — “ How many a prince of the race of Fcridun hast 
thou sacrifi^pd to thy ambition ? How many a heart hast thou 
broken ? — I, too, am one who was compelled to fly from thy 
persecutions, and take refuge here on this desert mountaili, and 
constantly have T prayed ftr thy ruin that I might be released 
from this miserable mode of existence, and be permitted to 
return to my paternal home. My prayer has been heard at 
last, and God has delivered thee into my hands. But how 
earnest thou hither, and by what strange vicissitudes art thou 
thus placed before me ? ” Afi*;tsiyab communicated to him the 
story of his misfortunes, and begged of him rather to put him 
to death on the spot than convey him to Kai-khosniii. But 
Hum was too much delighted with having the tyrant under 
his feet to consider either his safety or his feelings, aud was 
not long in bringing him to the Persian king. Kai-khosniu 
received the ])risoiier uitli exultation, and made Uiim a 
magnificent present. He well recollected the basin and tlie 
dagger used in tlie murder of Saiawush, and commanded the 
presence of the treacherous Gersiwaz, that he and Afrasiyab 
might sulTei, in every respect, the same fate together. Tlie 
basin Avas brought, and the tAvo victims Avcrc put to deatli, like 
tAvo goats, their heads being chopped off from their bodies. 

After fliis sanguinary catastrophe, K^ii-khosniu returned to 
Iran, leaving Rustem to proceed to his OAvn principality. Kai- 
kdiis quitted his palace, according to his established custom, to 
AA'elcome back the conqueror. He kissed his head aud face, 
and showered upon him praises and blessings for the A'alour he 
had displayed, and the deeds he had done, and especially for 
having so signally revenged the cruel murder of his father 
Saiiiwush 
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The death of KAI-KHOSRi/J. 

Kiii-khosraa at last became inspired by an insurmountable 
attachment to a religious life, and jihought only of devotion to 
God. Thus influenced by a disposition peculiar to ascetics, he 
abandoned the duties of sovereignty, and committed all state 
affairs to the care of his ministers. The chiefs and warriors 
remonstrated respectfully against this mode of government, 
and trusted that he would devote only a few hours in the day 
to the transactions ot the kingdom, and the remainder to 
prayer and religious exercises ; but this he refused, saying : — 
“ One heart is not equal to both duties ; my affections indeed 
arc not for this transitory world, and I trust to be an inhabitant 
of the v:orld to come.” The nobles were in«great soitow at* 
this declaration, and anxiously applied to Zal and Hustem, in 
the hopes of working some change in the king’s disposition. 
On their arrival the people cried to them : — 

“ Seme evil c.yc has smote the king ; — Iblis 
I’y -vvickcd wiles has led his soul astiay, 

And withered all life’s pleasiiics. 0 lelcasc 
Our country fiom the soriow, the dismay 
Which darkens every heart . — his rum slay. 

Js it not mourntul thus to see him cold 
And gloomy, casting pomp and }oy away ! 

He store him to himself ; let us behold 

Again the victor-king, the generous, ]iist and bold.” 

Zell and Rustem went to the palace of the king in a melan- 
choly mood, and Khosrau having heard of their approach, 
enquired of them why they had left Sistan. They replied that 
the news of liis having relinquished all concern in the affairs of 
the kingdom had induced them to wait upon him. “ I am 
weary of the troubles of this life,” said he composedly, “ and 
anxious to prepare for a future state.” “ But death,” observed 
Zal, “ is a great evil. It is dreadful to die ! ” Upon this the 
Ifiiig said : — “ I cannot endure any longer the deceptions and 
the perfidy of mankind. My love of heaven is so great that I 
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cannot exist one moment without devotion and prayer. Last 
night a mj^crious voice whispered in my ear : — The time of 
thy departure is nigh, prepare the load for thy journey, and 
neglect not thy warning angel, or the opportunity will be lost.” 
When Zcil and Rustem sar that Khosrau was resolved, and 
solemnly occupied in his devotions, they were for some time 
silent. But Ztil was at length moved, and said : — “ I will go 
into retirement and solitude with the king, and by continual 
prayer, and through his blessing, I too may -be forgiven.” 
“ This, indeed,” said the king, ‘‘ is not the place for me. I 
must seek out a solitary cell, and there resign my soul to 
heaven.” Zal and Rustem wept, and quitted the palace, and 
all the warriors vcrc in the deepest aifliction. 

/riic next day Kai-khosrsiu left his apartment, and called to- 
gether his great *men and warriors, and said to them : — 

“ That which I Rouj^ht for, I ha^e now obtained. 

Nothing: remains of worldly wish, or hope, 

To disappoint or vex me. I resign 
'I’ho of kings, and turn away 

From all the pomp of the Kaidnian throne. 

Sated with human giandciir. — Now, t.\ic^\cU 1 
Such is my dtj'.tiny. To those biave fnends, 

Who, ever faithful, have my power upheld, 

T -nill discharge the dut}-^ of a king, 

Paying the pleasing debt of gratitude.” 


He then ordered his tents to be pitched in the desert, and 
opened his treasury, and for seven days made a sumptuous 
feast, aud distributed food and money among the indigent, the 
widows, and orphans, and every destitute person was abun- 
dantly supplied with the necessaries of life, so that there was 
no one left in a state of u ant throughout the empire. He also 
attended to the claims of his warriors. To Rustem he gave 
Zdbul, and Kabul, and Xim-ruz. He appointed Lolmrasp, the 
son-in-law of Kai-Kiius, successor to his throne, and directed 
all his people to pay tlie same allegiance to him as they had 
done to himself; and they unanimously consented, declaring 
their firm attachment to his person aud govefiiment. He ap- 
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pointed Giidarz the chief minister, and Giw to the chief com- 
mand of the armies. To Tus he gave Khorassiln { and he said 
to Friburz, the son of Kdiis : — “ Be thou obedient, I beseech 
thee, to the commands of Lolimdsp, whom I have instructed, 
and brought up with paternal care ; for I know of no one so 
w^ell qualified in the art of governing a kingdom.” The w'arriors 
of Irdn were surprised, and murmured together, that the son of 
Kai-kaiis should be thus placed under the authority of Lohii- 
rilsp. But Zil observed to them : — “ If it be the king’s will, it 
is enough ! ’* The murmurs of the warriors having reached 
Kai-khosi’ilu, he sent for them, and addressed them thus : — 
“Friburz is well known to be unequal to the functions of 
sovereignty ; but Lohurasp is enlightened, and fully compre- 
hends all the duties of regal sway. He is* a descendant 'of 
Ilusheng, wise and merciful, and God is my witness, 1 think 
him pefectly calculated to make a nation happy.” Hearing 
this eulogium on the character of the new king from Kai- 
khosrilu, all the warriors expressed their satisfaction, and 
anticipated a glorious reign. Kbosnki further said : — “ I must 
now address you on another subject. In my dreams a fountain 
lias been pointed out to me ; and when I visit that fountain, 
my life will bo resigned to its Creator.” He then Wd farewell 
to all the people around him, and commenced his journSy ; and 
when he had accoinjilished one stage he pitched his tent. Next 
day he resumed his task, and took leave of Zal and Rustem ; 
who wept bitterly as they parted from him. 

“ Alas I ■’ they said, “ that one on whom 
Heaven has bestowed a mind so gre;it, 

A heart so brave, should seek the tomb, 

And not his hour in patience wait. 

The wise in .wonder gaze, and say, 

No mortal being ever trod 
lieloi'e, the diin^iyjijfiBal way, 

And living, saw the face of God I ” 


After Zill and Jtustem, then Khosrau took leave of Giidarz 
and Giw and Tus, and Gustahein, but unwilling to go back, 
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they continued with him. He soon arrived at the promised 
fountain, inNvhich he bathed. He then said to his followers: — 
Now is the time for our separation ; — you must go ; ” but 
they still remained. Again he said : — “ You must go quickly ; 
for presently heavy showers snow will fall, and a tempestuous 
wind Avill arise, and you will perish in the storm.” flaying 
this, he went into the fountain, and vanished ! 

And not a trace was left behind, 

And not a on the wave ; 

All sought, but sought in vain, to find 
The spot which proved Kai-khositlu’s grave I 

The king having disappeared in this extraordinary manner, 
.a Joud lamentation ascended from his followers ; and when the 
paroxysm of am^lzement and sorrow had ceased, Friburz said : 
— “ Let us now refresh ourselves with food, and rest awhile.” 
Accordingly those that remained ate a little, and were soon 
afterwards overcome with sleep. Suddenly a great wind arose, 
and the snow fell and clothed the earth in white, and all the 
w'aiTiors and soldiers i\ho accompanied Kai-khosriiu to the 
mysterious fountain, and amongst them Tiis and Friburz, and 
Giw, were while asleep overwhelmed in the drifts of snow. Not 
a man survived. Giidai z had returned when about half-way on 
the road ; and not hearing for a long time any tidings of his 
companions, sent a person to ascertain the cause of their delay. 
Upon iiroceeding to the fatal place, the messenger, to his 
amazement and horror, found them all stiff and lifeless under 
the snow ! 


lohurAsp. 


The reputation of Lohurasp was of the highest order, and it 
is said that his administration of the affairs of his kingdom was 
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more just and paternal than even that of Kai-khosrdu. “ The 
counsel which Khosrilu gave me,” said he, *‘was wise and 
admirable ; but I find that I must go beyond him in moderation 
and clemency to the pocr.” Lohurasp had four sons, two by 
the daughter of Kai-kiius, one nalned Ardshir, and the other 
Shydasp ; and two by another woman, and they were named 
Gushtasp and Zarir. Bat Gushtasp was intrepid, acute, and 
apparently marked out for sovereignty, and on account of his 
f>.nnrlu/^t^ no favourite with his fiithcr ; in defiance 
oTwhom, with a rebellious spirit, he collected together a hundred 
thousand horsemen, and proceeded with them towards Hindu- 
stan of his own accord. Lohurasp sent after liim his brother 
Zarir, with a thousand horsemen, in the hopes of influencing 
him to return ; but when Zarir overtook him ^nd endeavoured* 
to persuade him not to proceed any further, he said to him, 
with an animated look : — 

“ Troccod no farther 1 — ^Well tlion know‘&t 
We’ve no Kaidniau blood to boast, 

And, therefore, but a minor part 
In Lohurdsp’s paternal heart. 

Nor thou, nor !, can ever own 
From him the diadem or throne. 

The brothers of KaUs’s race 

Ily birth command the brightest place, 

I’hen what remains for us 1 We must 
To other means our fortunes trust. 

AVe cannot linger here, and bear 
A life of discontent — despair.” 

Zarir, however, reasoned with him so Avinningly and efFectually, 
that at last he consented to return ; but only upon the condi- 
tion that he should be nominated heir to the throne, and treated 
with becoming respect and ceremony. Zaidr agreed to interpose 
his eflbrts to this end, and brought him back to his father ; but 
it was soon apparent that Lohurdsp hod no inclination to pro- 
mote the elevation of Gushtusp in preference to the claims of 
his other sons ; and indeed shortly af temards manifested jto 
iMiaJujliactei’ his determination on this subject was directed. 1 1 
was indeed enough that his determination was unfavourable to 
the views of Gushtilsp, who now, in disgust, fled from his fathers* 
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house, *but without any attendants, and shaped his course towards 
Riim. Lohjirilsp again sent Zarir in quest of him ; but the 
youth, after a tedious search, returned without success. Upon 
his arrival in Eum, Gushtdsp chose a solitary retirement, where 
he remained some time, and*was at length compelled by poverty 
aud want, to ask for employment in the establishment of the 
sovereign of that countiy, stating that he was an accomplished 
scribe , and wu’ote a beautiful hand. He was told to w’ait a few 
days, as at that time there w^as no vacancy. But hunger Avas 
pressing, and he could not suffer delay ; he therefore went to 
the master of the camel-drivers and asked for service, but he 
too had no vacancy. However, cm ppiisemtinfr the distressed 
condition of the applicant, he generously supplied him with a 
hearty meal. After that, Gushtdsp went into a blacksmith’s 
shop, and asked tor w’ork, and his services w^ere accepted. The 
blacksmith put the hammer into his hands, and the first blow 
he struck was given Avith such force, that he broke the anvil 
to pieces. The blacksmith Avas amazed and angry, and indig- 
nantly turned him out of his shop, uttering upon him a thousand 
violent reproaches. 

Wounded in spirit, brokcn-hc.urted. 

Misfortune darkening o’er his head 
To other lands he then departed, 

To sock another home for bread. 

Disconsolate and Avretched, he proceeded on his journey, and 
obseiTiiig a husbandman standing in a field of coni, he ap- 
proached the spot and sat down. The husbandman seeing a 
strong muscular youth, ajiparently a Turanian, sitting in 
sorrow and tears, AAent up to him and asked him the cause of 
his gi*icf, and he soon became acquainted Avith all the circum- 
stances of the stranger’s life. Pitying his distress, he took him 
home and gave him some food. 

After having partaken sufficiently of the refreshments pla’ced 
•before him, GushUsp inquired of his host to Avhat tribe ho 
belonged, and from Avhom he was descended. “ I am descended 
from Feridun,” rejoined he, “and 1 belong to the Kaiiinian 
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tribe. My occupation in this retired spot is, as thou seest, the 
cultivation of the ground, and the customs and: duties of 
husbandry.” Gushtiisp said, “I am myself descended from 
Husheng, who was the ancestor of Feridiin ; we are, therefore, 
of the same origin.” In consequeiftie of this connection, Gush- 
tisp and the husbandman lived together on the most friendly 
footing for a considerable time. At length the star of his 
fortune iJegan to illumine his path, and the favour of Heaven 
became manifest. 

It was the custom of the king of Rum, when his daughters 
came of age, to give a splendid banquet, and to invite to it all the 
youths of illustrious birth in the kingdom, in order that each 
might select one of them most suited to her taste, for her 
future husband. His daughter Kitabiin was now of ago, and , 
in conformity with the established practice, the feast was 
prepared, and the youths of royal descent invited ; but it so 
happened that not one of them was sufficiently attracthe for 
her choice, and the day passed over unprofitably. She had 
been told in a dream that a youth of a certain figure and j^pect 
had airived in the kingdom from Iran, and that to him she 
was destined to be married. But there was not one at her 
father’s banquet who answered to the description of the man 
she had seen in her dream, and in consequence she w«s dis- 
appointed. On the following day the feast was resumed. She 
had again dreamt of the youth to whom she was to be united. 
She had presented to him a bunch of roses, and he had given 
her a rose-branch, and each regarded the other wdth smiles of 
mutual satisfaction. In the morning Kitabuu issued a pro- 
clamation, inviting all the young men of royal extraction, 
whether natives of the kingdom or strangers, to her father’s 
feast. On that day Gushtasp and the husbandman had come 
into the city from the country, and hearing the proclamation 
the latter said ; Let us go, for in jbhis lottery the prize may be 
di’awn in thy name.” They accordingly went. Kitabiin’s 
handmaid was in waiting at the door, and kept every young 
man standing awhile, that her mistress might mark him well 
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before she allowed him to pass into the banquet. The keen 
eyes of Kitabun soon saw GushUsp, and her heart instantly 
acknowledged him as her promised lord, for he was the same 

person she had seen in her dream. 

• 

As near the graceful stripling drew, 

She cried : — “ My dream, my dream is true I 
Fortune from visions of the night 
Has brought him to my longing sight. 

Truth has p^ ^iir |yn.vcd his form divine ; 

He lives — he lives — and he is mine 1 ” 

She presently descended from her balcony, and gave him a 
bunch of roses, the token by tvhich her choice was made known, 
and then retired. The king, when he heard of what she had 
■dt)ne, was exceedingly in’itated, thinking that her affections 
tvere placed on a beggar, or some nameless stranger of no birth 
or fortune, and his first impulse was to have her put to death. 
But his people assembled around him, and said : — “ What can 
be the use of killing her ? — It is in vain to resist the flood of 
destiny, for 'vhat will be, will be. 

Tlic woild itself is governed still by Fate, 

Fate rules the wanioi's and the monarch’s state ; 

^nd woman’s heart, the passions of her soul, 

Own the same power, obey the same control ; 

For wdiat can love’s impetuous foice restrain ? 

Illood may be shed, but what will be thy gain? 

After this remonstrance he desired enquiries to be made into 
the character and parentage of his proposed son-in-law, and 
was told his name, the name of his father, and of his ancestors, 
and the causes w’hich led to his present condition. But he 
would not believe a word of the narration. He was then in- 
formed of his daughter’s dream, and other particulars ; and he 
BO far relented as to sanction the marriage ; but indignantly 
drove her from his house, with her husband, without a dowry, 
or any money to supply themselves with food. • 

Gushtiisp and his wife took refuge in a miserable cell, which 
tliey inhabited, and when necessity pressed, he used to cross the 
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river, and bring in an elk or wild ass from the forest, gave 
half of it to the ferryman for his trouble, and kept the re- 
mainder for his own board, so that he and the ferryman 
became great friends by these mutual obligations. It is re- 
lated that a person of distinction, flamed Mabrin, solicited the 
king’s second daughter in marriage ; and Ahrun, another man 
of rank, was anxious to be espoused to the third, or youngest ; 
but the king was unwilling to part with either of them, and 
openly declared his sentiments to that eifect. Mabrin, however, 
was most assiduous and persevering in his attentions, and at 
last made some impression on the father, who consented to 
permit the maiTiage of the second daughter, but only on the 
following conditions : There is,” said he, “ a monstrous wolf 
ill the neighbouring forest, extremely ferociou^ and destructive, 
to my property. I have frequently endeavoured to hunt him 
down, but without success. If Mabrin can destroy the 
animal, I will give him my daughter.” AVhen these conditions 
were communicated to Mabrin, he considered it impossible that 
they could be fulfilled, and looked upon the proposa Las an 
evasion of the questio n. One day, however, the feiTymau 
leaving heard of Main’s disappointment, told him that there 
was no reason to despair, for he kneiv a young man, married to 
one of the king’s daughters, who crossed the river every day, 
and though only a pedestrian, brought home regularly an elk- 
deer on his back. “He is truly,” added he, ‘"a wonderful 
youth, and if you can by any means secure his assistance, I 
have no doubt but that his activity and strength will soon put 
an end to the wolf’s depredations, by depriving him of life ” 
This intelligence was received with great pleasure by Mabrin, 
who hastened to GushtiLsp, and described to him his situation, 
and the conditions required, Gushtasp in reply said, that he 
would be glad to accomplish for him the object of his desires, and 
at an appointed time proceeded towards the forest, accompanied 
Mabrin and the feiTyman. When the party arrived at the 
borders of the wilderness which the wolf frequented, Gushtilsp 
left his companions behind, and advanced alone into the in- 
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fcei’ior, where he soon found the dreadful monster, in size larj^er 
than an elephant, and howling terribly, ready to spring upon 
him. But the hand and eye of GushUsp were too active to 
allow of his being surprised, and in an instant he shoC two 
arrows at once into the foaAing beast, which, irritated by the 
deep wound, now rushed furiously upon him, without, however, 
doing him any serious injury ; then with the rapidity of 
liglitning, Gushtitsp drew his sharp sword, with one trelnendous 
stroke cut the wolf in two, deluging the ground with bubbling 
blood. Having performed this prodigious exploit, he called 
Mabrm and the ferryman to see what he had done, and they 
wei’e amazed at his extraordinary intrepidity and muscular 
power, but requested, in order that the special object of the 
•lo^^er might be obtained, that he would conceal his name, for a 
time at least. Mabn'n, satisfied on this point, then repaired to 
the emperor, and claimed his promised bride, as the reward for 
his labour. The king of Rum little cxi)ccted this result, and 
to assure himself of the truth of what he had heard, bent his 
way to the forest, where he was convinced, seeing with as- 
tonishment and delight that the wolf was really killed, lie 
had now no further pretext, and therefore fulfilled his engage- 
ment, by giving his daughter to Mabrin. 

It "sfas now Ahrun’s turn to repeat his solicitations for the 
youngest daughtc?*. The king of Rum had another c^dl to 
root out, so that he was prepared to propose another condition. 
This was to destroy a hideous dragon that had taken possession 
of a neighbouring mountain. Ahrun, on hearing the con- 
dition was in as deep distress as Mabrin had been, until he 
accidentally became acquainted wdth the feiTymaii, Avho de- 
scribed to him the generosity and fearless bravery of Gushtitsp. 
He immediately applied to him, and the youth readily under- 
took the enterprise, saying : — “ No doubt the monster’s teeth 
are long and sharp, bring me therefore a dagger, and fasten 
round it a number of knives.” Ahrun did so accordingly, and 
Gushtitsp proceeded to the mountain. As soon as the dragon 
smelt the approach of a human being, flames issued from his 
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nostrils, and he darted forward to devour the intruder, btlt was 
driven back by a number of arrows, rapidly discharged into 
his head and mouth. Again he advanced, but Gushtilsp 
dodgod round him, and continued driving arrows into him to 
the extent of forty, which subdued Jiis strength, and made him 
VTithc in agony. He then fixed the dagger, which was armed 
at right angles with knives, upon his spear, and going nearer, 
tlu-ust it down his gaspin g throat 

])rcadful the ■weapon, each iwo-crlg^ed blade 
Cut deep into the jaws on either side, 

And the licrcc monster, thinkirif' to dislodirc it, 

Crushed it between his teeth with all his strenj^th, 

Which pressed it deeper in the flesh, when blood 
And poison issued from the gapmt; wounds ; 

Then, as he floundered on the caitli exhausted, 

Seizing the fragment of a flinty rock, 

Gushtasp beat out the brains, and soon the beast 
In terrible struggles died. Two deadly f.uicj s 
Then \yj Mineh crl he fiom the jaws, to testify 
The Avondci-ful exploit he had performed. 

AVhen ho descended from the mountain, these two teeth were 
delivered to Ahrun, and they were afterwards conveyed to the 
king, who could not believe his own eyes, but ascended the 
mountain himself to ascertain the fact, and there he beheld 
with amazement the dragon lifeless, and covered with iilood. 
“ And didst thou thyself kill this terrific dragon ? ” said he. 
“Yes,” replied Ahnm. “And wilt thou swear to God that 
this is thy own achievement ? It must be either the exploit of 
a demon, or of a certain Kaiilnian, who resides in this neigh- 
bourhood.” But there was no one to disprove his assertion, 
and therefore the king could no longer refuse to surrender to 
him his youngest daughter. 

And now between Gushtasp, and Mabrin, and Ahrun, the 
warmest friendship subsisted. Indeed they were seldom parted ; 
and the three sisters remained together with equal affection. 
Ojie day Kitahiin, the wife of Gushtasp, in conversation with 
some of her female acquaintance, let out the secret that her 
husband was the person who killed the wolf and the dragon. 
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No sobncr was this story told, than it spread, and in the end 
reached the ears of the queen, who immediately communicated 
it to the king, saying : — “ This is the work of Gushtisp, thy 
son-in-law, of him thou hast banished from thy presente — of 
him who nobly w'onld not disclose his name, before Mabrin and 
Ahrun had attained the object of their wishes.” The king said 
in reply that it was just as he had suspected ; and sending for 
Gushtilsp, conferred upon him gi*cat honour, and appointed him 
to the chief command of his army. 

Having thus possessed himself of a leader of such skill and 
intrepidity, he thought it necessary to turn his attention to 
external conquest, and accordingly addressed a letter to Allas, 
the ruler of Khuz, in which he said : — “ Thou hast hitherto 
enjoyed thy kingdom in peace and tranquillity ; but thou must 
' now resign it t0 me, or prepare for war.” Allas on receiving 
this imperious and haughty menace collected his forces together, 
and advanced to the contest, and the king of Hum assembled 
his own troops with equal expedition, under the direction of 
(lushtasp. Tlie battle was fought with great valour on both 
sides, and blood f owed in torrents. Gushtasp challenged Allas 
to single combat, and the "warriors met ; but in a short time 
the enemy was thrown from his horse, and dragged by the 
young.coBqucror, in fetters, before the king. The troops wit- 
nessing the prowess of Gushtasp, quickly fled ; and the king 
commencing a hot pursuit, soon entered their city victoriously, 
subdued the whole kingdom, and plundered it of all its property 
and wealth. He also gained over the army, and with this 
poAverful addition to his own forces, and with tlie booty he had 
secured, returned triumphantly to Hum. 

In consequence of this brilliant success, the king conferred 
additional honours on GushUsp, who now began to display the 
ambition which he had long cherished. Aspiring to the sove- 
reignty of Iran, he spoke to the Rumi warriors on the subject 
of an invasion of that country, but they refused to enter into 
his schemes, conceiving that there was no chance of succesS. 
At this Gushtasp took fire, and declared that he knew tlic 
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power and resources of his father perfectly, and that the con- 
quest would be attended with no difficulty. He then went to 
the king, and said : “ Thy chiefs are afraid to fight against 
Lohurasp ; I will myself undertake the task with even an in- 
considerable army.” The king overjoyed, and kissed his 
head and face, and loaded him with presents, and ordered his 
secretary to write to Lohurasp in the following terms : I am 
anxious to meet thee in battle, but if thou art not disposed to 
fight, I will permit thee to remain at peace, on condition of 
surrendering to me half thy kingdom. Should this be refused, 

I will myself deprive thee of the whole sovereignty.” When 
this letter was conveyed by the hands of Kabiis to Iran, Lohu- 
ivlsp, upon reading it, was moved to laughter, and exclaimed, 

“ What is all this ? The king of Hiim has happened to obtain , 
possession of the little kingdom of Khu#, ant? he has become 
insane with pride ! ” He then asked Kabiis by what means he 
accomplished the captm’e of Khuz, and how he managed to kill 
Alias. The «uosscnger replied, that his success was owing to a 
youth of noble aspect and invincible courage, who had first 
destroyed a ferocious wolf, then a dragon, and had afterwards 
dragged Alias from his horse, with as much case as if he had 
been a chicken, and laid him prostrate at the feet of the king 
of lliim. Lohurasp enquired his name, and he ansjvered, 
Gushtasp. “ Docs he resemble in feature any person in this 
assembly ? ” Kabiis looked round about him, and pointed to 
Zarir, from which Lohurasp concluded that it must be his own 
son, and sat silent. But he soon determined on what answer 
to send, and it was contained in the following 'words : “ Do not 
take me for an Alias, nor think that one hero of thine is com- 
petent to oppose me. I have a hundred equal to him. Con- 
tinue, therefore, to pay mo tribute, or I will lay waste thy whole 
country.” With this letter he dismissed Kabiis ; and as soon 
as the messenger had departed, addressed himself to Zarir, say- 
ing : “ Thou must go in the character of an ambassador fi'oiii 
nTc to the king of Riiin, and represent to him the justice and 
propriety of preserving peace. After thy conference with him 
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repair* to the house of Gushtasp, and in my name ask his for- 
giveness for what I have done. I was not before aware of his 
merit, and day and night I think o{ him with j-epeutancc and 
sorrow. Tell him to pardon his old father’s infirmities, and 
come back to Iran, to his 4)wn country and home, that I may 
resign to liim my crown and throne, and like Kai-khosrdu, take 
leave of the world. It is my desire to deliver myself up to 
prayer and devotion, and to appoint Gushtiisp my sucoessor, for 
he appears to be eminently worthy of that honour.” Zarir 
acted scrupulously, in conformity with his instructions ; and 
having first had an interview with the king, hastened to the 
house of his brother, by whom he was received with affection 
and gladness. After the usual interchange of congratulations 
^aijid enquiry, he stated to him the views and the resolutions of 
his father, who •on the faith of his royal word promised to 
appoint him his successor, and thought of him with the most 
cordial attachment. Gushtiisp was as much astonished as de- 
lighted with this information, and liis anxiety being great to 
return to his own country, he that very night, accompanied by 
his wife Kitabun, and Zarir, set out for Iran. Approaching the 
city, he ivas met by an istakbal, or honorary deputation of 
waniors, sent by the king ; and when he anived at court, 
Lohurisp* descended from his throne and embraced him with 
);)aternal affection, shedding teajsJlLfilffltrjtipn for having pre- 
viously treated him not only with neglect but severity. How- 
einr he now made him ample atonement, and ordering a golden 
chair of royalty to be constructed and placed close to his owji, 
they both sat together, and the people by command tendered to 
him unanimously their respect and allegiance. Lohuraap re- 
peatedly said to him : — 

“ Wliat has been done was Fate’s decree, 

Man cannot strive with destiny. 

To be unfeeling once was mine, 

At length to be a sovereign thine.” 

Thus spoke the king, and kissed the crown, 

And gave it to his valiant son. 
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Soon afterwards he relinquished all authority in the empire, 
assumed the coarse habit of a recluse, and retired to a celebrated 
place of pilgrimage in those days near Balkh. There, in a 
solitary cell, he devoted the remainder of his life to prayer and 
the worship of God. The period 6f Lohurdsp’s government 
lasted one hundred and twenty years. 


GUSHTASP, AND THE Faith of ZERDUSIIT. 

I’ve said preceding sovereigns worshipped Goclj 
By whom their crowns were given to protect 
The people from oppressors ; Him they served, 

Acknowledging His goodness— f^r to Him, 

The pure, unchangeable, the Holy One : 

They owed their greatness and their earthly power. 

But after times produced idolatry. 

And Pagan faith, and then His name was lost 
In adoration of created things. 

Gushtiisp had by his wife Kitabiiu, the daughter of the king 
of Rum, two sons named Isfendiyar and Bashutan, wTio.were 
remarkable for their piety and devotion to the Ahnighty. 
Being the gi’cat king, all the minor sovereigns paid him 
tribute, excepting Arjusp, the ruler of Chin and Ma-chin, 
whose army consisted of Diws, and Peris, and men ; for con- 
sidering him of superior importance, he sent him yearly the 
usual tributary present. In those days lived Zerdusht, the 
Guber, who was highly accomplished in the knowledge of 
divine things ; and having waited upon Gushtiisp, the king 
became greatly pleased with his learning and piety, and took 
him into his confidence. The philosopher explained to him the 
doctrines of the fire-worshippers, and by his art he reared a 
tree before the house of Gushtdsp, beautiful in its foliage and 
branches, and whoever ate of the leaves of that tree became 
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learned and accomplished in the mysteries of the future world, 
and those who ate of the fruit thereof became perfect in wisdom 
and holiness. 

In consequence of the illness of Lohurjisp, who was nearly at 
the point of death, Zerduslft went to Balkh for the purpose of 
administering relief to him, and he happily succeeded in restor- 
ing him to health. On his return he was received with addi- 
tional favour by Gushtasp, who immediately afterwards became 
his disciple. Zerdusht then told him that he was the prophet 
of God, and promised to show him miracles. He said he had 
been to heaven and to hell. He could send any one, by prayer, 
to heaven ; and whomsoever he was angry with he could send 
to hell. He had seen the seven mansions of the celestial 
regions, and thjB thrones of sapjjbitgg, and all the secrets of 
heaven were made known to him by his attendant angel. Ho 
said that the sacred book, called Zendavesta, descended from 
above expressly for him, and that if Gushtasp followed the 
precepts in that blessed volume, he would attain celestial 
felicity. Gushtiisp readily became a convert to his jirinciples, 
forsaking ilic pure adoration of God for the religion of the fire- 
worshippers. The philosopher further said that he had pre- 
pared ajadder, by which he had ascended into heaven and had 
seen the Almighty. This made the disciple stiU more obedient 
to Zerdusht. One day he asked Gushtasp why he condescended 
to pay tribute to Aj-jasp ; God is on thy side,” said he, “and 
if thou desirest jin extension of territory, the whole country of 
Chin may be easily conquered.” Gushtasp felt ashamed at this 
reproof, and to restore his character, sent a dispatch to Arjilsp, 
in which he said, “ Former kings who paid thee tribute did s^ 
from terror only, but now the empire is mine ; and it is my 
will, and I have the power, to resist the payment of it in 
future.” This letter gave great offence to Arjasp ; who at once 
suspected that the fire-worshipper, Zerdusht, had poisoned his 
mind, and seduced him from his pure and ancient religion, and 
was attempting to and lead him to his ruin, lie 

answered him thus ; “ It is well known that thou hast now 
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forsaken the right path, and involved thyself in darkness. 
Thou hast chosen a guide possessed of the attributes of Iblis, 
who with the art of a magician has seduced thee from the 
worslfip of the true -God, from that God who gave thee thy 
kingdom and thy grandeur. Thy father feared God, and 
became a holy Dirvcsh, whilst thou hast lost thy way in 
wickedness and impiety. It will therefore be a meritorious 
action in* me to vindicate the true worship and oppose thy 
blasphemous career with all my demons. In a month or two 
I will enter thy kingdom with fire and sword, and destroy thy 
authority and thee. I would give thee good advice ; do not be 
influenced by a wicked counsellor, but return to thy former 
religious practices. Weigh well, therefore, what I say.” Arjasp 
sent this letter by two of his demons, familiar with sorcery ; • 
and when it was delivered into the hands of Gushtasp, a council 
was held to consider its contents, to which Zerdusht was im- 
mediately summoned, Jamtlsp, the minister, said that the sub- 
ject required deep thought, and great prudence was necessary 
in framing a reply ; but Zerdusht observed, that the only reply 
was obvious — nothing but war could be thought of. At this 
moment Isfcndiyiir gallantly offered to lead the army, but Zarir, 
his uncle, objected to him on account of his extreme yuath, and 
proposed to take the command himself, which Gushtiisp agreed 
to, and the two demon-envoys were dismissed. The answer was 
briefly as follows ; 

“ Thy boast is tliat thou wilt in two short months 

Ravage my country, scathe with fire and sword 

The empire of Iran ; but on thyself 

Heap not destruction ; pause before thy pride 

Hurries thee to thy ruin. I will open 

The countless treasures of the realm ; my warriors, 

A thousand thousand, armed with shining steel, 

Shall over-run thy kingdom ; I myself 

Will crush that head of thine beneath my feet.” 

^The result of these menaces was the immediate prosecution 
of the war, and no time was lost by Arjslsp in hastening into 
^v;La. 
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Plunder and devastation marked his course, 

The villages ere all involved in flames, 

Palace of pride, low cot, and lofty tower ; 

The trees dug up, and root and branch destroyed. 

Gushtdsp then hastened to repel his foQp ; 

Put to his legions they^scemed wild and strange, 

And terrible in aspect, and no light 

Could struggle through the gloom they had difCuscd, 

To hide their progress. 

• 

Zerdusht stiid to Giisbtasp, “Ask thy vizir, Jamdsp, what is 
written in thy horoscope, that he may relate to tlicc the dis- 
pensations of heaven.” Jamtisp, in reply to the inquiry, took 
the king aside and whispered softly to him: — “A great 
number of thy brethren, thy relations, and warriors will be slain 
in the conflict, but in the end thou wilt be victorious.” Gnsh- 
* tasp deeply huiGutod the coming event, which involved the 
destruction of his kinsmen, but did not shrink from the battle, 
for he exulted in the anticipation of obtaining the victory. 
The contest was began with indescribable eagerness and 
impetuosity. 

Apjircachirig, each a prayer addrest 
To Heaven, and tliuTidiTing forward jn est ; 

'J’liick showcis of arrows gloomed the sky, 

Tlie battle-storm raged long and high ; 

Above, black clouds their darkness •'pread, 

Below, the earth with blood was red. 

Ardshir, the son of Lohurasf), and descended from Kai-katis, 
was one of the first to engage ; he killed many, and was at last 
killed himself. After him, his brother Shydasp was killed. 
Then Bishii, the son of Jamt'isp, urged on his steed, and with 
consummate bravery destroyed a great number of waiTiors. 
Zarir, equally bold and inti’cpid, also rushed amidst the host, 
and whether demons or men opposed him, they were all laid 
lifeless on the field. He thOn rode up towards Arjtlsp, 
scattered the ranks, and penetrated the head-quarters, 'which 
put the king into great alarm: for lie exclaimed: — “AVhat, 
have ye no courage, no shame ! whoever kills Zarir shall have 
a magnificent reward.” Bai-derafsh, one of the demons, 
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animated by this offer, came forward, and with remorseless fury 
attacked Zarlr. The onset was irresistible, and the young 
prince was soon overthrown and bathed in his own blood. The 
news of the unfortunate catactrophe deeply affected Gushtdsp, 
who cried, in great grief : “ Is there So one to take vengeance for 
this ? ” when Isfendiyilr presented himself, kissed the ground 
before his father, and anxiously asked permission to engage the 
demon. Guslit^sp assented, and told him that if he killed the 
demon and defeated the enemy, he would surrender to him his 
crown and throne. 

“ When we from this destructive field return, 

Isfcndiydr, my son, shall wear the crown, 

And be the glorious leader of my armies.” 

Saying this, he dismounted from his fimous black horse, 
called Behzad . the gift of Kai-khosrdu, and presented it to 
Isfendiyar. The greatest clamour and lamentation had 
arisen among the Persian aiiny, for they thought that Bai- 
dcrafsh had committed such drcadfiil slaughter, the moment of 
utter defeat was at hand, when Isfendiyar galloped forward, 
mounted on Behzad, and turned the fortunes of the day. He 
saw the demon with the mail of Zarir on his breast, gaming 
at the mouth with rage, and called aloud to him, “Stand, 
thou murderer ! ” The stem voice, the valour, and majesty of 
Isfendiyar, made the demon tremble, hut he immediately dis- 
charged a blow with his dagger at his new opponent, who however 
seized the w^eapon with his left liand, and with his right 
plunged a spear into the monster’s breast, and drove it through 
his body. Isfendiyar then cut off his head, remounted his 
horse, and that instant was by the side of Bishii, the son of the 
vizir, into wliose charge he gave the severed head of Bai- 
dcrafsh, and the armour of Zarir. Bishii now attired himself in 
his father’s mail, and fastening the head on his horse, declared 
that he would take his post close by Isfcndiyjir, whatever might 
bcticlo. Firshaid, another Ird-nian wamor, came to the spot at 
the same moment, and expressed the same resolution, so that aU 
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three, thus accidentally met, determined to encounter Arjjisp 
and capture him. I8fendiyd.r led the way, and the other two 
followed. Arjasp, seeing that he was singled out by^ three 
warriors, and that the enemy’s force was’also advancing to the 
attack in great numbers, gave up the struggle, and was the first 
to retreat. His troops soon threw away their arms and begged 
for quarter, and many of them were taken prisoners by the 
Iriinians. Gushtjisp now approached the dead body of Zarfr, 
his son, and lamenting deeply over his unhappy fate, placed 
him in a coffin, and built over him a lofty monument, around 
which lights were ever afterwards kept burning, night and day ; 
and he also taught the people the worship of fire, and was anxious 
to establish everyAvhere the religion of Zerdnsht. 

Jamdsp appointed officers to ascertain the number of killed 
in the battle. Of Iranians there were thirty thousand, among 
whom were eight hundi’ed chiefs ; and the enemy’s loss 
amounted to nine hundred thousand, and also eleven hundred 
and sixty-three chiefs. Gushtasp rejoiced at the glorious 
result, and ordered the drums to be sounded to celebrate the 
victory, and he increased his favour upon Zerdusht, who 
originated the war, and told him to call his triumphant son, 
Isfendiydr, near him. 

The pallrant youth the summons hears, 

And midst the royal court appears, 

Close by his father’s side, 

The mace, cow-headed, in his hand ; 

His air and glance express command, 

And militaiy pride. 

GuslitAsp beholds with heart elatc. 

The conqueror so young, so great, 

And places round his brows the crown, 

The promised crown, the high rewai*d, 

Proud token of a mighty king’s regard, 

Conferred upon his own. 


After Gnshtitep had crowned his son as his successor, he told 
him that he must not now waste his time in peace and private 
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gratification, but proceed to the conquest of other coflntries. 
Zcrdusht was also deeply interested in his further operations, 
and recommended him to subdue kingdoms for the purpose of 
Jiffusing everywhere the new religion, that the whole world 
might he enlightened and Isfeudiyar instantly com- 

plied, and the first kingdom he invaded was Hum. The sove- 
reign of that country having no power nor means to resist the 
incursions of the enemy, readily adopted the faith of Zer- 
dusht, and accepted the saered hook named Zendavesta, as 
his spiritual instructor. Isfcndiyjir afterwards invaded Hin- 
dustan and Arabia, and several other eountrics, and success- 
fully established the religion of the fire-worshippers in 
them all. 

Where’er he went he was rcccivetl 
With welcome, all the world belie wee^ 

And all with grateful feelings took 
The Holy Zendavesta-book, 

Proud their new worship to declare, 

The worship of Isfcndiydr. 

The young conqueror communicated by letters to his father ' 
the success with which he had djsBcmi Ti ufcp-d the religion of 
Zcrdusht, and requested to know what other enterprises re- 
quired his aid. Gushtdsp rejoiced exceedingly, ^nd com- 
manded a grand banquet to be prepared. It happened that 
Gurzam a warrior, was particularly befriended by the king, but 
retaining secretly in his heart a hitter enmity to Isfendiydr, 
now took an opportunity to gratify bis malice, and privately 
told Gushtasp that he had heard something highly atrocious in 
the disposition of the prince. Gushtasp Avas anxious to know 
Avhat it was ; and he said, “ Isfendiyar has subdued almost 
every country in the world : he is a dangerous person at the 
head of an immense army, and at this very moment meditates 
taking Balkh, and making even thee his prisoner ! 

Thou know’st not that thy son Isfendiyir 
Is hated by the army. It is said 
Ambition iires his brain, and to secure 
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* The empire to himself, his wicked aim 
Is to rebel against his generous father. 

This is the sum of my intell^nce ; 

Ilut thou’rt the king, I speak but what I hear.” 

These malicious accusatiqjis by 'Gurzam insidiously made, 
produced great vexation in the mind of Gusht^p. The 
banquet went on, and for three days he drank wine incessantly, 
without sleep or rest because his sorrow was extreme. . On the 
fourth day he said to his minister ; “ Go wth this letter to 
Isfendiyir, and accompany him hither to me.” Jamilsp, the 
minister, went accordingly on the mission, and when he 
arrived, the prince said to liim, “ I have dreamt that my father 
is angry with me.” — “ Then thy dream is true,” replied 
Jamasp, “thy father is indeed angry with thee.” — “What 
crime, what fauH^havc I committed ? 

Is it because I have with ceaseless toil 
Spread wide the Zondavesta, and converted 
Whole kingdoms to that faith? Is it because 
For him I conquered those far-distant kingdoms, 

With this good sword of mine? Why clouds his brow 
Upon his son — some demon must have changed 
His temper, once afiFectionate and kind, 

Calling mo to him thus in anger 1 Thou 
Hast ever been my friend, my valued friend 
must I go? Thy counsel I require.” 

“ The son does wrong who disobeys his father, 

Despising his command,” JamAsp replied. 

“ Yet,” said Isfendiyar, “ why should I go ? 

He is in wrath, it cannot be for good.” 

“ Know’st thou not that a father’s wrath is kindness ? 

The anger of a father to hisjjhild 

Is far more precious than the love and fondness 

Felt by that child for him. ’Tis good to go, 

Whatever the result, he is the king. 

And more— he is thy father I ” 

. Isfendiyar immediately consented, and appointed Bahman^ 
his eldest son, to fill his place in the army during his absence. 
He had four sons : the name of the second was Mihrbiis ; of the 
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third, Avir ; and of the fourth, Niishahder j and these three 
he took along with him on his journey, 
j -Before he had arrived at Balkh, Gushtasp had concerted 
measures to secure him as a prisoner, with an appearance of 
justice and impartiality. On hi^ arrival, he waited on the 
king respectfully, aud was thus received : “ Thou hast become 
the great king ! Thou hast conquered many countries, but 
why am T unworthy in thy sight ? Thy ambition is indeed 
excessive.” Isfcndiytlr replied : “ However great I may be, I 
am still thy servant, and wholly at thy command.” Upon 
hearing this, Gushtasp turned towards his courtiers, and said, 
“ What ought to be done with that son, who in the lifetime of 
his father usurps his authority, and even attempts to eclipse 
him in grandeur ? What ! I ask, should be ^done with such ■ 
a son I ” 


“ Such a son should cither be 
Broken on the felnn tree, 

Or 111 prison bound with chains, 

Wliilst his wicked life remains, 

Else thyself, this kingdom, all 
Will be ruined by his tbiali ! ” 

To this heavy denunciation isfendiyar replied : I have 
received all my honours from the king, by whom I am rJJippintcd 
to succeed to the throne ; but at his pleasure I willingly resign 
them.” However, concession and remonstrance were equally 
fruitless, and he was straightway ordered to be confined in the 
tower-prison of the fort situated on the adjacent mountain, and 
secured with chains. 

Bicadful the sentence : all who saw him wept ; 

And stornly they conveyed him to the tower, 

Where to four columns, deeply fixed in earth, 

And reaching to.the skies, of iron formed, 

They boundJiim ; merciless they were to him 
Who had given splendour to a mighty throne. 

Mournful vicissitude I Thus nain andp lca^uiie 
Successive charm and tca^ibe nr lA&n " ; 

Ana many a day in that drear solitude, 

He lingered, shedding tears of blood, till times 
Of happier omen dawned upon his fortunes. 
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Having thus made Isfcndiy^r secure in the mountain-prison, 
and being entirely at ease about the internal safety of the 
empire, Gushtdsp was anxious to pay a visit to Zdl and Rustem 
at Sistiln, and to convert them to the* religion of ZerSusht. 
On his approach to Slstjln Ifb was met and respectfully welcomed 
by Rustem, who afterwards in open assembly received the 
Zendavesta and adopted the new faith, which he propagated 
throughout his own territory ; but, according to comifton report 
it was fear of Gushtiisp alone which induced him to pursue this 
course. Guslitasp remained two years his guest, enjoying all 
kinds of recreation, and particularly the sports of the field and 
the forests. 

When Baliman, the son of Isfendiydr, heard of the imprison- 
ment of his father, he, in grief and alarm, abandoned his trust, 
dismissed the army, and proceeded to Balkh, where he joined 
his two brothers, and wept over the fate of their unhappy 
father. 

In the mean time tlie news of the confinement of Isfendiyar, 
and the absence of Gushtasp at Sistan, and the unprotected 
state of Balkh, stimulated Arjiisp to a further effort, and he 
dispatched his son Kahram with a large army towards the 
capital ^ the enemy, to carry into effect his purpose of revenge. 
Lohurflsp was still in religious retirement at Balkh. The people 
were under great apprehension, and being without a leader, 
anxiously solicited the old king to command them, but he said 
that he had abandoned all earthly concerns, and had devoted 
himself to God, and therefore could not comply with their 
entreaties. But they would hear no denial, and, as it were, 
tore him from his place of refuge and prayer. There were 
assembled only about one thousand horsemen, and with these 
he advanced to battle ; but what were they compared to the 
hundred thousand whom they met, and -by whom they were 
soon surrounded. Their bravery was useless. They were at 
once overpowered and defeated, and Lohur^p himself was 
unfortunately among the slain. * 

Upon the achievement of this victory, Kahram entered 
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Balkh in triumph, made the people prisoners, and destroyed 
all the places of worship belonging to the Gubers. He also 
Killed the keeper of the altar, and burnt the Zendavcsta, which 
contained the formuiarv o f their doctrines and belief. 

One of the women of GushtSsp’s household happened to 
elude the gi’asp of the invader, and hastened to Sistan to 
inform the king of the disaster that had occurred. “Thy 
father is killed, the city is taken, and thy women and daughters 
in the power of the conqueror.” Gushtasp received the news 
with consternation, and prepared with the utmost expedition 
for his departure. He invited Rustem to accompany him, but 
the champion excused himself at the time, and afterwards 
declined altogether on the plea of sickness. Before he had 
yet arrived at Balkh, Kahram hearing of his approach, went 
out to meet him with his whole army, and was joined on the 
same day by Arjiisp and his demon-legions. 

Great was the uproar, loud the brazen drums 
And trumpets rung, the earth shook, and seemed rent 
By that tremendous conflict, javelins flew 
Like hail on every side, and the warm blood 
Streamed from the wounded and the dying men. 

The claim of kindred did not check the arm 
Lifted in battle— mercy there was none, 

For all resigned themselves to chance or fate, 

Or what the ruling Heavens might decree. 

At last the battle terminated in the defeat of Gushtdsp, who 
was pursued till he was obliged to take refuge in a mountain- 
fort. He again consulted Jam^sp to know what the stars fore- 
told, and Jamjisp replied that he would recover from the defeat 
through the exertions of Isfendiyilr alone. Pleased with this 
interpretation, he on that very day sent Jamiisp to the prison 
with a letter to Isfendiyir, in which he hoped to be pardoned 
for the cruelty he had been guilty of towards him, in conse- 
quence, he said, of being deceived by the arts and treachery of 
4hose who were only anxious to effect his ruin. He declared 
too that he would put those enemies to death in his presence, 
and replace the royal crown upon his head. At the same time 
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he confined in chains Gurzam, the wretch who first practised 
upon his feelings. Januisp rode immediately to the prison, and 
delivering the letter, urged the prince to comply witli his 
father’s entreaties, but Isfendiyar was incredulous and not so 
easily to bo moved. ^ 

“ lias he not at heart disdained me? 
lias he not in prison chained me 7 
Am 1 not his son, that he 
Ticats me ignominiously 7 

Why should Gurzam’s scorn and hate 
Rouse a loving father’s wrath 7 
Wliy should he, the foul ingrate, 

Cast destruction in my path 7 ” 

Jamjlsp, howefer, persevered in his anxious solicitations, 
describing to him how many of his brethren and kindred had 
fallen, and also the perilous situation of his own father if he 
refused his assistance. By a thousand various eflbrts he at 
•length clTccted bis purpose, and the blacksmith was called to 
take off liis chains ; but in removing them, the anguish of the 
wounds they had inflicted was so great that Isfendiyar fainted 
away. Upon his recovery he was escorted to the presence 
of his fatlier, who received him with open arms, and the 
strongest expressions of delight. He begged to be forgiven 
for his unnatural conduct to him, again resigned to him the 
throne of tlic empire, and appointed him to the command of 
the imperial armies. He then directed Gurzam, upon whose 
malicious counsel he had acted, to be brought before him, and 
the wicked minister was punished with death on the spot, and 
ill the presence of the injured prince. 

Wretch 1 more relentlc.s s even than wolf or pard, 

Thou hast at length received thy just reward 1 

. When Arjiisp heard that Isfcndiydr had been reconciled toi 
his father, and was approaching at the head of an immense 
army, he was affected with the deepest concern, and forthwith 
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sent his son Kahram to endeavour to resist the progress of the 
enemy. At the same time Kmmgsar, a gladiator of the demon 
race, requested that he might be allowed to oppose Isfendiyjir ; 
and permission being granted, he was the very first on the 
field, where instantly wielding hi^ bow, ho shot an arrow at 
Isfendiydr, which pierced through the mail, but fortunately for 
him did no serious harm. Tlie prince drew liis sw'ord with the 
intention* of attacking him, but seeing him furious with rage, 
and being doubtful of the issue, thought it more prudent and 
safe to try his success with the noose. Accordingly he took 
the kamund from his saddle-strap, and dexterously flung it 
round the neck of his arrogant foe, who was pulled headlong 
from his horse ; and, as soon as his arms were bound behind 
his back, dragged a prisoner in front of the^ Persian ranks. ' 
Isfeiidiyar then returned to the battle, attacked a body of the 
enemy’s auxiliaries, killed a hundred and sixty of their warriors, 
and made the division of wdiich Kahram was the leader fly in 
all directi(ms. His next feat was to attack another force, which 
had confederated against him. 

With sliickcriccl rein he galloped o’er the field ; 

Pilood gushed from every stroke of his sharp sword, 

And reddened all the plain ; a hundred wariiuis 
Eighty and five, in treasure rich and mad, 

Sunk underneath him, such his mighty power. 

Ilis remaining object was to assail the centre, where Arjasp 
himself was stationed ; and thither he rapidly hastened. 
Arjasp, angry and alarmed at this success, cried out, “ What ! 
is one man allowed to scathe all my ranks, cannot my whole 
army put an cud to his dreadful career?” The soldiers 
I’cplicd, “ No ! he has a body of brass, and the vigour of an 
elephant: our swords make no impression upon him, whilst 
with his sword he can cut the body of a warrior, cased in 
mail, in two, with the greatest case. Against such a foe, whal 
cjffi we do ? ” Isfcudiyiii’ rushed on ; and after an over- 
whelming attack, Arjdsp was compgllcd to quit l»’s ground and 
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efiFeot his escape. The Iranian troops were then ordered to 
pursue the fugitives, and in revenge for the death of Lohurdsp, 
not to leave a man alive. The carnage was in consequcnca 
ten’ible, and the remaining Turanians were in such d^pair 
that they flung themselves* from their exhausted horses, and 
placing straw in their mouths to show the extremity of their 
misfortune, fij-iHefl qiiaTfiP'*’ Isfendiyar was moved 

at last to compassion, and put an end to the fight ; And when 
he came before Gushtasp, the mail on his body, from the number 
of arrows sticking in it, looked like a field of reeds ; about a 
thousand arrows were taken out of its folds. Gushtasp kissed 
his head and face, and blessed him, and prepared a grand 
banquet, and the city of Balkh resounded with rejoicings on 
• Account of the ^reat victory. 

Many days had not elapsed before a further enterprise was 
to bo undertaken. The sisters of Isfendiyar were still in con- 
finement, and required to be released. The prince readily 
complied with tlie wishes of Gushtasp, who now repeated to 
him his desire to relinquish the cares of sovereignty, and place 
the reins oi government in his hands, that he might devote 
himself entirely to the service of God. 

To thee I yield the crown and throne, 

Fit to be held by thee alone ; 

From worldly care and trouble free, 

A hermit’s cell is enough for me.” 

But Isfendiydr replied, that he had no desire to be possessed 
of the power ; he rather wished for the prosperity of the king, 
and no change. 


0, may thy life be long and blessed, 
And ever by the good caressed ; 

For ’tis my duty still to be 
Devoted faithfully to thee I 
I wont no throne, nor diadem ; 

My soul has no dehght in them. 

I only seek to give thee joy, 

And gloriously my sword employ. 
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I thirst for vengeance on ArjAsp : 

To crush him m my iron grasp, 

That from his thrall I may restore 
My sisters to their home again, 

Who npw their heavy fate deplore, 

And toiling drag a sla-ysh chain.” 

“ Then go 1 ” the smiling monarch said, 

Invoking blessings on his head, 

“ And may kind Heaven thy r^ugc be, 

And lead thee on to victory.” 

Isfendiyar now told his father that his prisoner Kurngsar 
was continually requesting him to represent his condition in the 
royal ear, saying, “ Of what use will it be to* put me to death ? 
No benefit can arise from such a punishment. Sparc my life, 
and you will see how largely I am able to contribute to your 
assistance.” Gushtasp expressed liis willingncsg to be merciful, ' 
but demanded a guarantee on oath from the petitioner that he 
would heart and soul bo true and faithful to his benefactor. 
The oath was sworn, after Avhioh his bonds were taken from his 
hands and feet, and he was set at liberty. TJie king then 
called him, and pressed him with goblets of wine, which made 
him merry. “ I have pardoned thee,” said Gushtasp, “ at the 
special entreaty of Isfendiyar — be grateful to him, and be 
attentive to his commands.” After that, Isfendiyar took and 
conveyed him to his own house, that he might have an Oppor- 
tunity of experiencing and proving the promised fidelity of his 
new ally. 


'Ihe heft-khan of isfendiyar. 

Ilustem had seven great labours, wondrous power 
Nerved his strong arm m danger’s needful hour ; 

And now Firdausi’s legend-strains declare 
* The seven great labours of isfendiydr. 

The prince, who had determined to undertake the new expe- 
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dition, and appeared confident of success, now addressed him- 
self to Kurugsar, and said, ^‘If I conquer the kingdom of 
Arjdsp, and festore my sisters to liberty, thou shalt have fer 
thyself any principality thou mayst choftse within the boun- 
daries of Iran and Turiln, ftnd thy nam%sliall be exalted ; but 
beware of treachery or fraud, for falsehood shall certainly bo 
punished with death.” To this Kurugsar replied, “I have 
already sworn a solemn oath to the king, and at thy* interces- 
sion he has spared my life — why then should I depart from the 
truth, and betray my benefactor ? ” 

“ Then tell me the road to the brazen fortress, and how far 
it is distant from this place ? ” said Isfendiyar. 

“ Inhere are three different routes,” replied Kurugsar. One 
• will occupy three months ; it leads through a beautiful countiy, 
adorned with cities, and gardens, and pastures, and is pleasant 
to the traveller. The second is less attractive, the prospects 
less agreeable, and will only employ two months ; the third, 
however, may be accomplished in seven days, and is thence 
called the Heft-khan, or seven stages ; but at every stage some 
monster, or terrible difficulty, must be overcome. Ko monarch, 
even supported by a large army, has ever yet ventured to pro- 
ceed by ibis route ; and if it is ever attempted, the whole party 
will bb assuredly lost. 

Nor strength, nor imro^lin g. nor the sorcerer’s art 
Can help him safely tnTOugb that awful path, 

IJeset with wolves and dragons, wild and licice, 

From whom the fleetest have no power to fly, 

Tliere an enchantress, doubly armed with s])ells, 

The most accomplished of that magic brood. 

Spreads wide her snares to charm and to destroy, 

And ills of every shape, and horrid aspect, 

Cross the tired traveller at every step.” 

At this description of the terrors of the Ileft-khan, Tsfendiyilr 
became thoughtful for a while, and then, resigning himself to 
the providence of God, resolved to take the shortest roii^*. 

No man can die before his time,” said he ; “ heaven is my 
protector, and I will fearlessly encounter every difficulty on the 
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road.” “ It is full of perils,” replied Kurugsar, and endeavoured 
to dissuade him from the enterprise. “ But with the blessing 
of Grod,” rejoined Isfendiysir, “ it will be easy.”" The prince 
then "ordered a sumptuous banquet to be served, at which he 
gave Kurugsar abundant draught^ of wine, and even in a state 
of intoxication the demon-guide still warned him against his 
proposed journey. Go by the route which takes two months,” 
said he, for that will be convenient and safe ; ” but Isfendiyir 
replied : — I neither fear the difficulties of the route, nor the 
perils thou hast described.” 


And though destruction spoke in every word, 
Enough to terrify the stoutest heart, 

Still he adheicd to what he first resolved. 

“ Thou wilt attend me,” said the dauntless nnnee ; 
And thus Kurugsar, without a pause, replufl ; 

“ Undoubtedly, if by the two months’ way. 

And do thee ample service ; but if this 
Ilcft-khan bo thy election; if thy choice 
Be fixed on that which leads to certain death. 

My presence must he useless. Can I go 
Where bird has never dared to wing ils flight ? ” 


Isfendiyar, upon hearing these words, began to suspect the 
fidelit y of Kurugsar, and tliongbt it safe to bind him chains. 
The next day as lie was going to take leave of his father, 
Kurugsar called out to him, and said : “After my promises of 
allegiance, and my solemn oath, why am I thus kept in chains ? ” 
“ Not out of auger assuredly ; but out of compassion and kind- 
ness, in order that I may take thee along with me on the enter- 
prise of the Heft-khan ; for wert thou not bound, thy faint 
heart might induce thee to run away. 

Safe thou art when bound in chains, 

Fettered foot can never fly. 

Whilst thy body here remains. 

We may on. thy faith rely. 

Terror will in vain assail tlicc ; 

For these bonds shall never fail thee, 

Guanled by a potent charm. 

They will keep thee free from harm,” 
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Isfendiyiir having received the parting benediction of Gusli- 
t^p, was supplied with a force consisting of tAVclve tliousand 
chosen horsemen, and abundance of treasure, to enable him' to 
proceed on his enterprise, and conquer the kingdom of Arjasp. 

First Stage. — Isfendiyar placed Kurugsar in bonds among 
his retinue, and took with him his brother Basliutan. But the 
demon-guide comidained that he was unable to walk, and in 
consequence he was mounted on a horse, still bounS, and the 
bridle given into the hands of one of the warriors. In this 
manner they jn'oceeded, directed from time to time by Kurugsar, 
till they amved at the uttermost limits of the kingdom, and 
entered a desert wdlderness. Isfcndiyilr now asked what they 
would meet with, and the guide answered, “Two monstrous 
wolves arc in i-his quarter, as large as elephants, and whose 
teeth are of immense length.” The prince told his people, that 
as soon as they saw the wolves, they must at once attack them 
with arrows. The day passed away, and in the evening they 
came to a forest and a murmuring stream, when suddenly the 
two enormous wolves appeared, and rushed towards the legions 
of Isfendiyar. The peojile seeing them advance, poured upon 
them a shower of arrows. Several men, however, Avcrc wounded, 
but they were themselves much exhausted by the arrows which 
had penetrated their bodies. At this moment Bashiitan attacked 
one of them, and Isfendiyar the other ; and so vigorous was 
their charge, that both the monsters were soon laid lifeless in 
the dust. After this signal overthrow, Isfendiyar turned to 
Kurugsar, and exclaimed : “ Thus, through the favour of 
Heaven, the first obstacle has been easily extinguished ! ” The 
guide regarded him with amazement, and saitl : “ I am indeed 
astonished at the intrepidity and valour that has been dis- 
played.” 

Rpcing the bravery of Isfcndi3’ar, 

Amaz.cment filled the soul of Kurugsar. 

The warriors and the party now dismounted, and regaled 
themselves with feasting and wine. They then reposed till the 
following morning. 
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Second Stage. — Proceeding on the second journey, Isfen- 
diysir inquired what might now be expected to oppose their 
progress, and Kurugsar replied : “ This stage is infested hy 
lions.” “ Then,” rejOined Isfendiyar, “ thou shalt see with 
what facility I can destroy them.” ' At about the close of the 
day they met with a lion and a lioness. Biishutan said : 
“Take one and I will engage the other.” But Isfendiyiir 
observed, lhat tlic animals seemed very wild and ferocious, and 
he preferred attacking them both himself, that his brother 
might not be exposed to any harm, lie first sallied forth 
against the lion, and with one mighty stroke put an end to his 
life. He then approached the lioness, which pounced upon him 
with great fury, but was soon compelled to dcjsist, and the 
prince rapidly wielding his sword, in a moment cut off het 
head. Having thus successfully accomplished the second day’s 
task, he alighted from his hoi*se, and refreshments being spread 
out, the warriors and the troops enjoyed themselves with great 
satisfaction, exhilarated by i)lenteous draughts of ruby wine. 
Again Isfendiyar addressed Kurugsar, and said : ‘‘ Thou seest 
until ivliat facility all opposition is removed, when I am assisted 
by the favour of Heaven ! ” “ But there are other and more 
terrible difficulties to surmount, and amazing as thy achieve- 
ments certainly have been, thou wilt have still greater exertions 
to make before thy enterprise is complete.” What is the next 
evil I have to subdue ? ” “ An enormous dragon, 

With power to fjiscinate, and from the deep 
To In 10 the finny tribe, his daily food. 

Fire sparkles round him ; his stupendous bulk 
Looks like a mountain. When mcensed, his roar 
Makes the aurroundinj' country shake with fear. 

White poison-foara drops from his hideous jaws. 

Which yawning wide, display a dismal gulf. 

The grave of many a hapless being, lost 
Wandeiiiig amidst that trackless wilderness.” 

^Kurugsar described or magnified the ferocity of the animal 
in such a way, that Isfendiytlr thought it necessary to be 
cautious, and with that view he ordered a curious apparatus to 
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be constructed on wheels, something like a carriage, to which 
he fastened a large quantity of pointed instruments, and har- 
nessed horses to it to drag it on the road. He then t4ed its 
motion, and found it adi^irably calculated for his purpose. 
The people were astonished at the ingenuity of the invention, 
and lauded him to the skies. 

Third Stage. — Away went the prince, and having travelled 
a considerable distance, Kurugsar suddenly exclaimed : “ I now 
begin to smell the sUuch of the dragon.” Hearing this, Isfen- 
diyar dismounted, ascended the machine, and shutting the door 
fast, took liis scat and drove off. Bashutan and all the warriors 
upon witnessing this extraordinary act, began to weep and 
lament, thinking that he was hurrying himself to certain de- 
struction, and licgged that for his own sjikc, as well as theirs, 
he would come out of the machine. But he replied : “ Peace, 
peace ! what know ye yf the matter ; ” and as the warlike 
apparatus was so excellently contrived, that he could direct the 
movements of the horses himself, he drove on with increased 
velocity, till he arrived in the vicinity of the monster. 

The (liapon from a distance heard 
'J'hc rinnhling of the wajja, 

And .snuffing every breeze that stirred 
Across the neighbouring plain, 

Smelt something human in his power, 

A welcome scent to him ; 

For lie was eager to devour 
Hot recking blood, or limb. 

And darkness now is spread around, 

No pathway can be traced ; 

The fiery horses plunge and bound 
Amid the dismal waste. 

And now the dragon stretches far 
Ilis cavern throar, and soon 

Licks in the horses and the car, 

And tries to gulp them down. 

But sword and javelin, sharp and keen, 

Wound deep each sinewy ]aw ; 

Midway, remains the huge machine. 

And chokes the monster's 
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In agony he breathes, a dire 
Convulsion fires his blood, 

And struggling, ready to expire, 
Ejects a poison-flood I 

And then disejorgos wain and steeds, 
And swords and javelins bright ; 

Then, as the dreadful dragon bleeds. 
Up starts the wariior-knight, 

And from his place of ambush leaps. 
And, brandishing his blade, 

The weapon in the brain he steeps. 
And splits the monster’s head. 

But the foul venom issuing thcncc, 
Is so o’erpowering found, 

Isfcndiydr, dopiivcd of sense, 

Falls staggering to the ground I 


Upon seeing this result, and his brother in so deplorable a 
situation, Bashiitan and the troops also were in great alarm, 
apprehending the most fatal consequences. They sprinkled 
rose-water over his face, and administered other remedies, so 
that after some time he recovered ; then ho bathed, purifying 
himself from the filth of the monster, and poured out prayers 
of thankfulness to the merciful Creator for the prote9^tioii and 
victoiy he had given him. But it was matter of great grief to 
Kurugsar that Isfcndiyar had succeeded in his exjjloit, because 
under present circumstances, ho would have to follow him in 
the remaining arduous enterprises ; whereas, if the prince had 
been slain, his obligations would have ceased for ever. 

“ What may be expected to-morrow ? ” inquired Isfendiyiir. 
“ To-morrow,” replied the demon-guide, “ thou wilt meet with 
an enchantress, who can convert the stormy sea into dry land, 
and the dry land again into the ocean. She is attended by a 
gigantic ghoul, or apparition.” ‘‘Then thou shalt see how 
easily this enchantress and her mysterious attendant can be 
v^iquished.” 

FouiiTH Stage. — On the fourth day Isfendiyiir and his com- 
panio’ns proceeded on the destined journey, and coming to a 
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pleasant meadow, watered by a transparent rivulet, the party 
alighted, and they all refreshed themselves heartily with various 
kinds of food and wine. In a short space of time the enchant- 
ress appeared, most beautiful in feature and elegant in dttire, 
and approaching our hero vith a sad but fascinating expression 
of countenance, said to him (the ghoul, her pretended paramour, 
being at a little distance) : 

“ I am a poor unhappy thing, 

The daughter of a distant king. 

I’liis monster with deceit and fraud, 
r»y a fond parent’s power unawed, 

Seduced me from my royal home, 

Through wood and desert wild to roam ; 

And surely Heaven has brought thee now 
To cheer my heart, and smooth my brow, 

And free me from his loathed embrace, 

And Bear me to a fitter place, 

Where, in thy circling arms more softly prest, 

I may at last be truly loved, and blest.” 

Isfendiyitr immediately called her to him, and requested her 
to sit down. The enchantress readily complied, anticipating a 
successful is&ue to her artful stratagems ; hut the intended 
victim of her sorcery was too cunning to be impnar^fl pp p p 
He sooi^ perceived what she was, and forthwith cast his 
kamund over her, and in spite of all her entreaties, bound her 
too fast to escape. In this extremity, she successively assumed 
the shape of a cat, a wolf, and a decrepit old man : and so 
perfect were her transformations, that any other person would 
have been deceived, but Isfendiyir detected her in every variety 
of appearance ; and, vexed by her continual attempts to cheat 
him, at last took out his sword and cut her in pieces. As soon 
as this was done, a thick dark cloud of dust and vapour arose, 
and when it subsided, a black apparition of a demon burst upon 
his sight, with flames issuing from its mouth. Determined to 
destroy this fresh antagonist, he rushed fonvard, sword in hand, 
•and though the flames, in the attack, burnt his cloth-armour 
and dress, he succeeded in cutting off the threatening monster’s 
head, “ Now,” said he to Kurugsai’, “ thou hast seen that with 
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the favour of Heaven, both enchantress and ghoul are extermi- 
nated, as well as the wolves, the lions, and the dragon.” “ Very 
well,” replied Kurugsar, “thou hast achieved this prodigious 
labour, but to-morrow will bo a heavy day, and thou canst 
hardly escape with life. To-morrow thou wilt be opposed by 
the Simurgh, whose nest is situated upon a lofty mountain. 
She has two young ones, each the size of an elephant, which 
she conv(jys in her beak and claws from place to place.” “ Bo 
under no alarm,” said Isfendiydr, “ God will make the labour 
easy.” 

Fifth Stage. — On the fifth day, Isfendiyilr resumed his 
journey, travelling with his little army over desert, plain, 
mountain, and wilderness, until he reached the neighbourhood 
of the Simurgh. He then adopted the same stratagem which ^ 
he had employed before, and the machine supplied with swords 
and spears, and drawn by horses, was soon in readiness for the 
new adventure. The Simurgh, seeing with surprise an immense 
vehicle, drawn by two horses, approach at a furious rate, and 
followed by a large company of horsemen, descended from the 
mountain, and endeavoured to take up the whole apparatus in 
her claws to carry it away to her own nest ; but her claws were 
lacerated by the sharp weapons, and she was then obliged to 
tiy her beak. Both beak and claws were injured in tlle^efibrt, 
and the animal became extremely weakened by the loss of 
blood. Isfendiyar seizing the happy moment, sprang out of 
the carriage, and with his trenchant sword divided the Simurgh 
in two parts ; and the young ones, after witnessing the death 
of their parent, precipitately fled from the fatal scene. When 
Bashutan, with the army, came to the spot, they were amazed 
at the prodigious size of the Simurgh, and the valour by which 
it had been subdued. Kurugsar turned pale with astonishment 
and sorrow. “ What will be our next adventure ? ” said Isfen- 
diyir to him. “ To-morrow more pressing ills will surround 
thee. Heavy snow will fall, and there will be a violent tempest 
of wind, and it will be wonderful if even one man of thy legions 
remains alive. That will not be like fighting against lions, a 
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dragon, or the Simurgli, but against the elements, against the 
Almighty, which never can be successful. Thou hadst better, 
therefore, return unhurt.” The people on hearing this warning 
were alarmed, and proposed to go back ; for if the advice of 
Kuriigsar is not taken, we shall all perish like the companions 
of Kai-khosrau, and lie buried under drifts of snow\ 

“ Let us return Ibcn, whilst we may ; 

Wliy should we throw our lives taway ? ” 

But Isfendiyar replied that he had already overcome five ^f 
the perils of the road, and had no fear about the remaining 
two. The people, however, were still discontented, and still 
murmured aloud ; upou which the prince said, “ Return then, 
pijd I vill go alone. 


I never can require the aid 
Of men so easily dismayed.” 

Finding their leader immoveable, the jicoj^le now changed 
■ their tone, and expressed their devotion to his cause ; declaring 
that whilst life remained, they would never forsake him, no 
never. 

Sixth Stage. — On the following morning, the sixth, 
Isfendiyar continued his labours, and hurried on with great 
speed. Towards evening he anived on the skirts of a moun- 
tain, where there was a rumiing stream, and upon that spot, 
he pitched his tents. 

Presently from the mountain there ruslicd down 
A furious storm of wind, then heavy shoucis 
Of snow fell, covering all the earth with whiteness, 

And making desolate the prospect round. 

Keen blew the blast, and jnnehing was the cold ; 

And to escape the elemental wrath, 

Leader and soldier, m the cavci ned rock 
Scooped out by mouldeiing timij, took shelter, there 
Continuing three long days Three lingering days 
Still fell the snow, and still the tempest raged, 

And man and beast grew faint for want of food. 

Isfendiysir and his warriors, with heads exposed, now .proa- 
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tratcd themselves in solemn prayer to the Almighty, and 
implored his favour and protection from the calamity which 
had befallen them. Happily their prayers were heard, Heaven 
was Tjompassionate, and in a short space the snow and tlie 
mighty wind entirely ceased. this fortunate interference 
of Providence, the army was enabled to quit the caves of the 
mountain ; and then Isfendiydr again addressed Kur^gsar 
triumplu'Mitly : “Thus the sixth labour is accomplished. 
What have we now to fear ? ” The demon-guide answered 
him and said : “ From hence to the Bi’azen Fortress it is forty 
farsangs. That fortress is the residence of Arjasp ; but the 
road is full of peril. For three fai*sangs the sand on the 
ground is as hot as fire, and there is no water to be found 
during the whole journey.” This information made a serious* 
impression upon the mind of Isfendiyar ; w^io said to him 
sternly : “ If I find thee guilty of falsehood, I will assuredly put 
thee to death.” Kurugsar replied ; “ What ! after six trials ? 
Thou hast no reason to question my veracity. I shall never 
depaiii from the truth, and my advice is, that thou hadst better 
return ; for the seventh stage is not to be ventured upon by 
human strength. 

Along those plains of burning s.and 
No bud can move, nor .ant, nor llj ; 

No water slakes the fiery land, 

Intensely glows the flaming sky. 

No tiger fierce, nor lion ever 

Could breath that pestilential air ; 

Even the unsparing vulture never 
Ventures on blood-stained pinions there. 

At the distance of three farsangs beyond this inaccessible belt 
of scorching country lies the Brazen Fortress, to which there 
is no visible path ; and if an army of a hundred thousand 
strong tvere to attempt its reduction, there would not be the 
lca3t chance of success.” 

Seventh Stage. — When Isfendiydr heard these things, 
enough to alarm the bravest heart, he turned towards his 
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people to ascertain their determination ; when they unani- 
mously repeated their readiness to sacrifice their lives in his 
service, and to follow wherever he might he disposed to lead 
the way. He then put Kurugsar -in chains again, and prose- 
cuted his journey, until he usached the place said to be covered 
with burning sand. Ari’ived on the spot, he observed to the 
demon-guide ; Thou hast described the sand as hot, but it is 
not so.” “ True ; and it is on account of the heavy showers 
of snow that have fallen and cooled the ground, a proof that 
thou art under the protection of tlic Almighty.” Isfendiyar 
smiled, and said : “ Thou art all insincerity and deception, thus 
to play upon my feelings ivith false or imaginary terrors.” 
Saying this ho urged his soldiers to pass rapidly on, so as to 
, leaive the sand behind them, and they presently came to a great 
river. Isfendiyfir was now angry with Kurugsar, and said : 
“ Thou hast declared that for the space of forty farsangs there 
was no water, every drop being everywhere dried up by the 
burning heat of the sun, and here we find water ! Why didst 
thou also idly fill the minds of my soldiers with gi’ouiidless 
fears ? ” l^urugsar replied : “I will confess the truth. Did I 
not swear a solemn oath to be faithful, and yet I was still 
doubtei^ and still confined in irons, though the experience of 
six days of trial had proved the correctness of my infonnation 
and advice. For this reason I was disappointed find dis- 
pleased ; and I must confess that I did, therefore, exaggerate 
the dangers of the last day, in the hopes too of inducing thee to 
return and release me from niy bonds. 

For what have I received from thee, 

But scorn, and chains, and slavery.” 

Isfendiyiir now struck off the irons from the hands and feet 
of his d^mon-guide and treated him with favour and kindness, 
repeating to him his iiroiiiise to reward him at the close of his 
victorious career wi th the government of a kin gdom . Kurugsar 
was grateful for this change of conduct to him, and agSin 
acknowledging the deception he had been guilty of, hoped for 
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pardon, engaging at the same time to take the party in safety 
across the great river which had impeded their progress. This was 
aocordingly done, and the Brazen Fortress was now at no great 
distance. At the close of the day they were only one farsaug 
from the towers, but Isfcndiyjlr p«iferrcd resting till the next 
morning. “ What is thy counsel now ? ” said he to his guide. 
“ What sort of a fortress is this which fame describes in such 
dreadful colours ? ” “ It is stronger than imagination can con- 
ceive, and impregnable.”— “Then how shall I get to Arjiisp ? 

How shall I cleave the oppressor’s form asuuder, 

The murderer of my gi-aiidsire, Loharasp 1 

The bravest heroes of Tilrdn shall fall 

Under my conquering sword ; their wives and children 

Led captive to Ii’an ; and desolation 

Scathe the whole lealm beneath the tyrant’s sway.” 


But these words only roused and exasperated the feelings of 
Kurugsar, who bitterly replied : 

“ Then may calamity be thy reward, 

Thy stars malignant, and thy life all sorrow ; 

And may’st thou peiisli, wolteiing m thy blood, 

And the bare desert be thy lonely giave 
For that inhuman thought, that cruel menace.” 


Isfendiysir, upon hearing this unexpected language, bScame 
furious with indignation, and instantaneously punished the 
offender on the spot ; Avith one stroke of his sword he cleft 
Kumgsar in twain. 

When the clouds of night had darkened the sky, Isfendiytlr, 
with a number of his warriors, proceeded toAvards the Brazen 
Fortress, and secretly explored it on every side. He found it 
constructed entirely of iron and brass ; and, notwithstanding a 
strict examination at every point, discovered no accessible part 
for attack. It was three farsangs high, and forty wide ; and 
such a place as was never before beheld by man. 
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CAPTURE OF THE BRAZEN FORTRESS, 

AND DEATH OP ARJASP. . ' 

Isfendiydr returned fi’oni reconnoitring the fortress witii 
acute feelings of sorrow and despair. * He was at last convinced 
that Kurugsar had spoken the truth ; for there seemed to be no 
chance \vliatever of taking the place by any stratagcni he could 
invent, llevolving the enterprise seriously in his mind, he now 
began to repent of his folly, and the overweening confidence 
which had led him to undertake the journey. Returning thus 
to his tent in a melancholy mood, he saw a Fakir sitting down 
on the road, and him he anxiously accosted. “ What may bo 
‘the number of^thc garrison in this fort?” “There are a 
hundred thousand veteran warriors in the service of Arjiisp in 
the fort, with abundance of supplies of every kind, and streams 
of pure water, so that nothing is wanted to foil an enemy.” 
This was very unwelcome intelligence to isfendiyar, who now 
aseembled bis officers to consider what was best to be done. 
They all agreed that the reduction of the fortress was utterly 
impracticable, and that the safest course for him would be to 
return.* But he could not bring himself to acquiesce in this 
ineasiu-e, saying : “ God is almighty, and beneficent, and wdth 
him is the victory ” He then reflected dceidy and long, and 
finally determined upon entering the fort disguised as a 
merchant. Having first settled the mode of proceeding, he 
put Bashiitan in temporary charge of the army, saying : 

“ This Brazen Fortress scorns all feats of arms, 

Nor sword nor spear, nor battle-axe, can here 
Be wielded to advantage ; stratagem 
Must be employed, or we shall never gain 
Possession of its wdde-extended walls, 

Placing my confidence in God alone 
I go with rich and curious w ares for sale. 

To take the credulous people by surprise, 

Under the semblance of a peaceful merchant.” 


Isfeiidiydr then directed a hundred dromedaries to be collected, 
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and when they were brought to him he disposed of them in the 
following manner. He loaded ten with embroidered cloths, 
with rubies and sapphires, and five more with pearls and 
other precious jewels* Upon each of the remaining eighty he 
placed two chests, and in each dhest a warrior was secreted, 
making in all one hundred and sixty ; and one hundred more 
were disposed as camel-drivers and servants. Q'hus the whole 
force, consisting of a hundred dromedaries and two hundred 
and sixty warriors, set off towards the Brazen Fortress, Isfendiyitr 
having &st intimated to his brother Bashutan to march with 
his army direct to the gates of the fort, as soon as he saw a 
column of flame and smoke ascend from the interior. On the 
way they gave out that they w^cre merchants come with valuable 
goods from Persia, and hoped for custom. ^Thc tidings oP 
travellers having ari’ived with rubies and gold-embroidered 
garments for sale, soon reached the cars of Arjasp, the king^ 
who immediately gave them permission to enter the fort. When 
Isfcndiyjlr, the reputed master of the caravan, had got within 
the walls, he said that he had brought rich presents for 
king, and requested to be introduced to him in jierson. He 
w\as accordingly allowed to take the presents himself, W'as 
received with distinguished attention, and having sl-jated his 
name to be Kherad, was invited to go to the royal palace, 
whenever, and as often as, he might please. At one of the 
interview's the king asked him, as he had come from Persia, if 
he knew wdicther the report was true or not that Kurugsar had 
been put to death, and what Gushtilsp and Isfendiyar were 
engaged upon. The hero in disguise replied that it was five 
months since he left Persia ; but he had heard on the road from 
many persons that Isfendiyar intended proceeding by the way 
of the Heft -khan with a vast army, towards the Brazen Fortress. 
At these words Arjasp smiled in derision, and said : “ Ah ! 
ah ! by that way even the winged tribe are afraid to venture ; 
awi if Isfendiyiir had a thousand lives, he w'ould lose them all in 
any attempt to accomplish that journey.” After this interview 
Isfendiyiir daily continued to attend to the sale of his merchandise, 
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and soon found that his sisters were employed in the degrading 
office of drawing and carrying water for the kitchen of Arjilsp. 
When they heard that a caravan had arrived from Iran, they 
went to Isfeiidiyjlr (who recognized them 'at a distance, but hid 
his face that they might not know him), to inquire what 
tidings he had brought about their fatlier and brother. 
Alarmed at the hazard of discovery, he replied that he knew 
nothing, and desired them to depart ; but they remaiiicd,*aiid said; 
“ On thy return to Iran, at least, let it be known that here we arc, 
two daughters of Gushtdsp, reduced to the basest servitude, and 
neither father nor brother takes compassion upon our distresses. 

Whilst with bare head, and naked feet, we toil, 

3’hey pass theii limo in peace and liappiness, 

llcjza^dless of the misery we endure.” 

Isfendiyilr again, in assumed anger, told them to depart, 
saying : “ Talk not to me of Gushta^p and Isfcndiyjir — whnt 
have I to do with them ? ” At that moment the sound of his 
voice was I’ccogiiizcd by tlie elder sister, who, in a transport of 
joy, instantly communicated her discovery to the younger ; but 
they kept the secret till night, and then they returned to com- 
mune Tftith their brother. Isfeiidiyiir finding that he was 
knowfi, acknowledged himself, and informed them that he had 
undertaken to restore them to liberty, and that he was now 
engaged in the enterprise, opposing every obstacle in his way ; 
but it was necessary that they should continue their usual 
labour at the wells, till a fitting opportunity occurred. 

For the purpose of accelerating the moment of release, 
Isfendiyar represented to the king that at a period of great 
adversity, he had made a vow that he would give a splendid 
banquet if ever Heaven again smiled upon him, and as he then 
was in the way to prosperity, and wished to fulfil his vow, he 
hoped that his majesty would honour him with his presence on 
the occasion. The king accepted the invitation with sa^s- 
f action, and said : “ To-morrow I will be thy guest, at th^ own 
house, and with all my warriors and soldiers/’ But this did 
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not suit the scheme of the pretended merchant, who apologised 
on account of his house being too small, and proposed that the 
fenst should be held upon the loftiest part of the fortress, where 
spacious tents and pavilions might be erected for the pui’pose, 
and a large fire lighted to give s^endour to the scene. The 
king assented, and every rcrpiisitc preparation being made, all 
the royal and warrior guests assembled in the morning, and 
eagerly pa’l’took of the rich ^'iands set before them. They all 
drank wine with such relish and delight, that they soon became 
intoxicated, and KhcrAd seizing the opportunity, ordered the 
logs of wood which had been collected, to be set on fire, and 
rapidly the smoke and flame sprung up, and ascended to the 
sky. Bashiitan saw tlic looked-for sign, and hastened with two 
thousand horsemen to the gates of the fortresj, where he slew 
every one that he met, calling himself Isfeiidiyar. Arjasp had 
enjoyed the banquet exceedingly ; the music gave him infinite 
pleasure, and the wine had intoxicated him ; but in the midst 
of his hilarity and merriment, he was told that Isfendiyiir had 
reached the gates, and entered the fort, killing immense 
numbers of his people. This terrible intelligence roused him 
and quitting the festive board of Ivhcrad, he ordered his son 
Kahram, with fifty thousand horsemen, to repel the i^wader. 
He also ordered forty thousand horsemen to protect different 
parts of the walls, and ten thousand to remain as his own 
I’KJrsonal guard. Kahram accordingly issued forth without 
delay, and soon engaged in battle with the force under 
Bashutau. 

When night came, Isfendiyar opened the lids of the chests, 
and let out the hundred and sixty warriors, whom lie supplied 
with swords and spears, and armour, and also the hundred who 
were disguised as camel-drivers and servants. 

Witli this bold band he sped, 

Whither Arjasp had fled ; 

^ And all who fought around, 

To keep untouched that sacred ground ; 

• (Eesistance weak and vain,) 

By him were quickly slain. 
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The sisters of Isfendiyilr now arrived, and pointed out to 
him the chamber of Arjd-sp, to which place he immediately 
repaired, and roused up the king, who was almost insensible with 
the fumes of wine. Arjis]^, however, sprang upon his feet, 

And grappled stoutly with Isfendiydr, 

And desperate was the conflict ; head and loins 
Alternately received deep gaping wounds 
From sword and dagger. Wearied out at length, ^ 

Arjasp shrunk back, when with one mighty blow, 

IsfendiyAr, exulting m his power. 

Cleft him asunder. 

Two of the wives, two daughters, and one sister of Arjiisp 
fell immediately into the hands of the conqueror, who delivered 
them into the custody of his son, to be conveyed home. He 
‘ then quitted tlj^ palace, and turnijig his steps towards the gates 
of the fortress, slew a great number of the enemy. 

Kaliram, in the meantime had been fiercely engaged with 
Bashiitan, and was extremely reduced. At the very moment 
too of his discomfiture, he heard the watchmen call out aloud 
that Arjiisp had been slain by Klienid. Confounded and 
alarmed by these tidings, he approached the fort, where he 
heard the confirmation of his misfortune from every mouth, 
and ako that the. garrison had been put to the sword. Leading 
on the remainder of his troops he now came in contact with 
Is;'mdiydr and his two hundred and sixty warriors, and a sharp 
engagement ensued ; but the coming up of Bashutan’s force on 
his rear, placed him in such a predicament on every side, that 
defeat and destruction were almost inevitable. In short, 
Kahram was left with only a few of his soldiers near him, when 
Isfendiyjlr, observing his situation, challenged him to personal 
combat, and the challenge was accepted. 

So closely did the eager warriors close, 

They scciiied together joined, and but one man. 

At last Isfendiyar seized Kahram’s girth, 

And flung him to the ground, and bound his liands ; 

And as a leaf is severed from its stalk, 

Po he the head cleft from its quivering trunk ; 

Thus one blow wms, and takes away a throne. 

In battle heads are trodden under hoofs, 

Crowns under heads. 
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After the death of Kahram, lafendiyilr issued a proclamation, 
offering full pardon to all who would unite under his banners. 
Xhey had no king ; 

• 

The country had no throne, noaj3rown. Alas I 
What is the world without a governor, 

What, hut a headless trunk ? A thing more worthless 
Than the vile dust upon the common road. 

What could the people do in their despair ? 

They were obedient, and Isfendiydr 
Encouraged them with kind and gentle words, 

Fitting a generous and a prudent master. 


Having first written to his father an account of the great 
victory which he had gained, he occupied himself in reducing 
all the surrounding provinces and their inhabitants to subr , 
jection. Those people who continued hostile t(f him he deemed 
it necessary to put to death. He took all the women of Arjasp 
into his own service, and their daughters he presented to his 
own sons. 

Not a warrior of Chin remained ; 

The king of Tiiran was swept away ; 

And the realm where in pomp he had reigned. 

Where he basked in prosperity’s ray, 

Was spoiled by the conqueror’s brand, 

Desolation marked every scene. 

And a stranger now governed the mountainous land, 

Where the splendour of Poshang had been. 

Not a dirhem of treasure was left ; 

For nothing eluded the conqueror’s grasp ; 

Of all was the royal pavilion bereft ; 

All followed the fate of Arj4sp I 


When Gusht^p received information of this mighty conquest, 
he sent orders to Isfendiydr to continue in the government of the 
new empire ; but the prince replied that he had settled the 
country, and was anxious to see his father. This request being 
permitted, he was desired to bring away all the immense booty, 
and# return by the road of the Heft-khan. Arriving at the 
p^ace ^here he was overtaken by the dreadful winter-storm, he 
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again found all the property he had lost under the drifts ot 
snow ; and when ho had accomplished his journey, he was 
received with the warmest welcome and congratulations, on 
account of his extraordinary successes. ^ A royal feastr was 
prepared, and the king filled his son’s goblet with wine so re- 
peatedly, and drank himself so frequently, and with such zest, 
that both of them at length became intoxicated. Gushtiisp then 
asked Isfendiyilr to describe to him the particulars pf his ex- 
pedition by the road of the Heft-khan ; for though he had 
heard the story fi’om others, he wished to have it from his own 
mouth. But Isfendiydr replied: “We have both drank too 
mueh wine, and nothing good can proceed from a drunken 
man ; I will recite my adventures to-morrow, when my head is 
clear.” The next day Gusht:isp, seated upon his throne, and 
Isfendiyilr placed before him on a golden chair, again asked for 
the prince’s description of his triumphant progress by the Heft- 
khan, and according to his wish every incident that merited 
notice was faithfully detailed to him. The king expressed great 
pleasure at the conclusion ; but cn\7 and suspicion lurked in 
his breast, and writhing internally like a serpent, he still de- 
layed fulfilling his promise to invest Isfcndiyiir, upon the 
ovcrtlp;ow of Arjiisp, with the sovereignty of Irdn. 

The prince could not fail to observe the changed disposition 
of his father, and privately went to Kitabun, his mother, 
to whom he related the solemn promise and engagement 
of Gushtasp, and requested her to go to him, and say : “ Thou 
hast given thy royal word to Isfendiyar, that when he had 
conquered and slain Arjasp, and restored his own sisters to 
liberty, thou wonldst place upon his head the crown of Iran ; 
faith and honour are indispensable in princes, they are in- 
culcated by religion, and yet thou hast failed to make good 
thy word.” But the mother had more prudence, and said ; 
“ Let me give thee timely counsel, and breathe not a syllable to 
any one on the subject. God forbid that thou shouldst again 
be thrown into prison, and confined in chains. Eecollect thine 
is the succession ,* the army is in t})y favour j thy father is old 
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ind infirm. Have a little patience, and in the end thou wilt 
undoubtedly be the King of Persia. 

The gold and jewels, the imperial sway, 

The crown, the throne, the army, all he owns, 

Will presently be thine ; «hen wait in patience, 

And reign, in time, the monarch of the world.” 

Isfendiydr, however, was not contented with his mother’s 
counsel, *and suspecting that she would communicate to the, 
king what he had said, he one day, as if under the influence of 
wine, thus addressed his father : “ In what way have I failed 
’ to accomplish thy wishes ? Have I not performed such actions 
as never were heard of, and never will be performed again, in 
furtherance of thy glory ? I have overthrown thy greatest 
enemy, and supported thy honour with ceaseless toil and 
exertion. Is it not then incumbent on thee to fulfil thy 
promise ? ” Gushtdsp replied : “ Do not be impatient — the 
throne is thine ; ” but ho was deeply irritated at heart on being 
thus reproached by his own son. When he retired ho consulted • 
with Jamdsp, and was anxious to know what the stars foretold. 
The answer was : “ He is of exalted fortune, of high destiny ; 
he will overcome all his enemies, and finally obtain the sove- 
reignty of the heft-aklim, or seven climes.” This favourable 
prophecy aggravated the spleen of the father against the son, 
and he inquired with bitter and unnatui-al curiosity : “ What 
will be his death ? Look to that.” 

“ A deadly dart from Rustem’s bow. 

Will lay the glorious warrior low.” 


These tidings gladdened the heart of Gushtasp, and he said : 
“ If this miscreant had been slain in his expedition to the 
Brazen Fortress I should not now have been insulted with his 
claim to my throne.” The king then having resolved upon a 
scheme of deep dissimulation, ordered a gorgeous banquet, and' 
infited to it all his relations and warriors ; and when the, 
gueste were assembled he said to Isfendiyiir : TJ;ift..aiwVnrand 
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the throne are thine ; indeed, who is there so well qualified for 
imperial sway ? ” and turning to his warriors, he spoke of him 
with praise and admiration, and added : “ When I w’as enter; 
ing upon the war against Arjasp, before I quitted Sistiln, I «aid 
to Rustem: ‘My father LchuriLsp is killed, my wife and 
children made prisoners, wilt thou assist me in punishing the 
murderer and oppressor ? ’ but he excused himself, and re- 
mained at home, and although I have since been involved in 
numberless perils, he has not once by inquiry shewn himself 
interested in my behalf ; in short, he boasts that Kai-khosr4u 
gave him the principalities of Zdbul and Kabul, and Nim-ruz, 
and that he owes no allegiance to me ! It behoves me, there- 
fore, to depute Isfendiydr to go and put him to death, or 
bring him before me in bonds alive. After that I shall have 
no enemy to be ‘Revenged upon, and I shall retire from the 
world, and leave to Isfcndiyar the crown and the throne of 
Persia, with confidence and satisfaction.” All the nobles and 
heroes present approved of the measure, and the king, gratified 
' by their approbation, then turned to Isfendiyar, and said ; “ I 
have sworn on the Zendavesta, to relinquish my power, and 
place it in thy hands, as soon as Rustem is subdued. Take what- 
ever force the important occasion may require, for the whole 
resources of the empire shall be at thy command.” But Isfen- 
diydr thus replied : “ Remember the first time I defeated 
Arjdsp — what was my reward ? Through the machinations of 
Gurzam I was thrown into prison and chained. And what is 
my reward now that I have slain both Arjasp and his son in 
battle ? Thy solemn promise to me is forgotten, or disregarded. 
The prince who forgets one promise will forget another, if it be 
convenient for his purpose. 

Whenever the Heft-khan is brought to mind, 

I feel a sense of honor. But why should 1 
Repeat the story of those great exploits 1 
God is my witness, how I slew the wolf, 

The lion, and the diagon ; how I punished 
That fell enchantress with her thousand wiles ; 

And how I suffered, midst the storm of snow, 

Which almost froze the blood within my veins ; 
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And how that vast unfathomable deep 
We crossed securely. These arc deeds which waken 
Wonder and praise in others, not in thee 1 
The treasure which I captured now is thine ; 

And what is ipy reward ? — the interest, sorrow. 

Thus am I cheated of my recompense. 

It is the custom for great kings to keep 
Religiously their pledged, affianced word ; 

But thou hast broken thine, despite of honour. 

• I do remember in thy early youth. 

It was in Riim, thou didst perform a feat 
Of gallant daring ; for thou didst destroy 
A dragon and a wolf, but thou didst bear 
Thyself most proudly, thinking human arm 
Never before had done a deed so mighty ; 

Ves, thou wert proud and vain, and seemed exalted 
Up to the Heavens ; and for that noble act 
What did thy father do ? The king for that 
Gave thee with joyous heart his crown and '•hronc. 

Now mark the difference ; think what I have done, 

What perils I sustained, and for thy sake 1 
Thy foes I vanquished, clearing from thy mind 
The gn a\vmg;ju;igt of trouble and 
Mohsfe's’irnew, r^uce3**tRe"Hr^n Fortress, 

And laid Arjdsp’s whole empire at thy feet, 

And what was my reward ? Neglect and scorn. 

Did I deserve this at a father’s hands ? ” 

Gushtasp remained unmoved by this sharp rebuke, though 
he readily acknowledged its justice. “The crown shall bo 
thine,” said he, “ but consider my position. Think, too, whailt 
services Ziil and Rustem performed for Kai-khosrau, and 
shall I expect less from my own son, gifted as he is with a form 
of brass, and the most prodigious valour ? Forbid it, Heaven ! 
that any rumour of our difference should get abroad in the 
world, which would >i’cdound to the dishonour of both ! Nearly 
half of Ii’i'ni is in the possession of Rustem.” “ Give me the 
crown,” said Isfcndiyiir, “and I will immediately proceed 
against the Zabul champion.” “ I have given thee both the 
rrown and the throne, take with thee my whole army, and all 
my treasure. — AVhat wouldst thou have more ? He who has 
conquered the terrific obstacles of the Ileft-khan, and has slain 
Arjaap and subdued his entire kingdom, can have no cause to 
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fear the prowess of Rustem, or any other - chief.” Isfendiysif 
replied that he had no fear of Rustem’s prowess ; he was now 
old, and therefore not equal to himself in strength ; still he 
had no wish to oppose him : • 

For he has been the monitor and friend 

Of our Kaidnian ancestors ; his care 

Enriched their minds, and taught them to be brave ; 

And he was ever faithful to their cause. 

Besides,” said he, “ thou wert the honoured guest 
Of Rustem two long years ; and at SlstAn 
Enjoyed his hospitality and friendship, 

His festive, social board ; and canst thou now, 

Forgetting that delightful intercourse, 

Become his bitterest foe 1 ” 


‘Gushtasp replijd 


“ ’Tis true he may have served my ancestors ; 
But what is that to me ? His spirit is proud, 
And he refused to yield me needful aid 
When danger pressed ; that is enough, and thou 
Canst not divert me from my settled purpose. 


Therefore, if thy aim be still 
To rule, thy father’s wish fulfil ; 
Quickly trace the distant road ; 
«/3uick invade the chief’s abode ; 

• Bind his feet, and bind his hands 
In a captive’s gftlhflfrJMflds ; 

Bnng him here, th^ all may know 
Thou hast quelled the mighty foe.” 


But Isfendiyar was still reluctant, and implored him to 
relinquish his design. 

“ For if resolved, a gloomy cloud 
Will quickly all thy gloiics shroud, 

And dim thy brilliaut throne ; 

I would not thus aspire to reign, 

But rather, free from crime, remain 
Sequestered and alone.” 


Again GushUsp spoke, and said: “There is no necessity 
for any further delay. Thou art appointed my successof, and 
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the crown and the throne are thine ; thou hast therefore only to 
march to the scene of action, and accomplish the object of the 
war.” Hearing this, Isfendiydr sullenly retired to his own 
house, and Gushtdsp, •perceiving that he was in an angry mood, 
requested Jamisp (his minister) to ascertain the state of his 
mind, and whether he intended to proceed to Sistitn or not. 
Jamiisp immediately went, and Tsfendiyd,r asked him, as his 
friend, what he would advise. The commands of a father,’* 
he replied, “ must be obeyed.” There was now no remedy, and 
the king being informed that the prince consented to under- 
take the expedition, no further discussion took place. 

But Kitabiin was deeply affected when she heard of these 
proceedings, and repaired instantly to her son, to represent to 
him the hopelessness of the enterprise he had engaged to“ 
conduct. 


“ A mother’s counsel is a golden treasure ; 

Consider well, and listen not to folly, 
llustem, the champion of the world, will never 
Suffer himself to be confined in bonds. 

Did he not conquer the White Demon, fill 
The world with blood, in terrible revenge, 

When Saidwubh was by AfrdsiyAb 
Ciuelly slam ? 0, curses on the throne, 

And ruin seize the country, which returns 
Evil for good, and spurns its benefactor. 

Kestrain thy steps, engage not in this war ; ^ 

It cannot do thee honour. Hear my voice I 
Hear the safe counsel of thy anxious mother 1 
For Rustem still can conquer all the world.” 

Thus spoke Kitabiin, shedding ceaseless tears ; 

And thus Isfendiydr : “ 1 fear not Rustem ; 

I fear not his prodigious power and skill ; 

But never can I on so great a hero 
Place Ignominious bonds ; it must not be. 

Yet, mother dear, my faithful word is pledged ; 

My word Jamasp has taken to the king, 

And I must follow where my fortune leads.” 

The next morning Isfendiysir took leave of the king, and 
wi^ a vast army, and immense treasure, commenced his march 
towards Sistiln. It happened that one of the camels in advance 
laid down, and though beaten severely, could not be made to 
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get up on its legs. Isfendiyjir, seeing the obstinacy of th* 
animal, ordered it to be killed, and passed on. The people, 
however, interpreted the accident as a bad omen, and wished 
him not to proceed ; but he could not attend to their sugges- 
tions, as he thought the kftig would look upon it as a mere 
pretence, and therefore continued his journey. 

When he approached Sistdn, he sent Bahman, his eldest 
son, to Rustem, with a flattering message, to induce the 
champion to honour him with an istakbal, or deputation to ^ 
receive him. Upon Bahman’s arrival, however, he hesitated 
and delayed, being reluctant to give a direct answer ; but Zill 
interposed, saying : “ Why not immediately wait upon the 
prince ? — ^have we not always been devoted to the Kaisinian 
■ dynasty ? — Go and bring him hither, that we may tender him 
our allegiance, and entertain him at our mansion as becomes 
his illustrious birth . ’ ’ Accordingly Rustem went out to welcome 
Isfendiyar, and alighting from Rakush, proceeded respectfully 
on foot to embrace him. He then invited him to his house, 
but Isfendiyiir said : So strict are my father’s commands, 
that after having seen thee, I am not permitted to delay my 
departure.” Rustem, however, pressed him to remain with 
him, Jjj^it all in vain. On the contrary the prince artfully 
conducted him to his own quarters, where he addressed him 
thus : “ If thou wilt allow me to bind thee, hand and foot, 
in chains, I will convey thee to the king my father, whose 
humour it is to sec thee once in fetters, and then to release 
thee ! ” Rustem was silent. Again Isfendiyiir said : “ If thou 
art not disposed to comply with this demand, go thy ways.*' 
Rustem replied : “ First be my guest, as thy father once was, 
and after that I will conform to thy will.^’ Again the prince 
said ; “ My father visited thee under other circumstances ; 

I have come for a different purpose. If I eat thy bread and 
salt, and after that thou shouldst refuse thy acquiescence, I‘ 
must have recourse to force. But if I become thy guest, ^^ow 
can I in honour fight with thee ? and if I do not take thee 
bound into my father’s presence, according to his command, 
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what answer shall I give to him ? ” For the same reason,” 
said Rustem ; “ how can I eat thy bread and salt ? ” Isfen- 
diydr then replied : “ Thou needest not eat my bread and salt, 
but <5nly drink wine.*— Bring thy own pure ruby.” To this 
Rustem agreed, and they drank, each his own wine, together. 

In a short space Rustem observed that he wished to consult 
his fother Zill j and being allowed to depart, he, on his return 
home, described in strong terms of admiration the personal 
appearance and mental qualities of Isfendiytir. 

“ In wisdom ripe, and with a form 
Of brass to meet the battle-storm, 

Thou wouldst confess his every boon. 

Had been derived from Fcndiin.” 

■ 

Bashiitan in the meanwhile observed to his brother, with some 
degree of dissatisfaction, that his enemy had come into his 
power, on his own feet too, but had been strangely permitted 
to go away again. To this gentle reproof Isfendiyiir con- 
fidently replied, ‘‘ If he docs fail to i-etum, I will go and secure 
him in bonds, even in his own house.” — “ Ah ! ” said Bashiitan, 
“ that might be done by gentleness, but not by force, for the 
descendant of Sara, the champion of the world, is not to be 
subdued so easily.” These words had r powerful effect .upon 
the mind of Isfendiytlr, and he became apprehensive that 
Rustem would not return ; but whilst he was still munnm-ing 
at his own want of vigilance, the champion appeared, and at 
this second interview repeated his desire that the prince would 
become his guest. “ I am sent here by my father, who relies 
upon thy accepting his proffered hospitality.” — “That may 
be,” said Isfendiyar, “ but I am at my utmost limit, I cannot 
go farther. From this place, therefore, thou hadst better 
prepare to accompany me to Iran.” Here Rustem paused, and 
at length artfully began to enumerate his various achievements, 
and to blazon his own name. 




“ I fettered fast the emperor of Chin, 

And broke the enchantment of the Seven Khans ; 
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1 stood the puardian of the Persian kings, 

Their shield in danger. I have cleared the world 
Of all their foes, enduring pain and toil 
Incalculable. Such exploits for thee 
Will I achieve, such sufferings will I^bear, 

And hence we offer th^cc a social welcome. 

But let not dark suspicion cloud thy mind, 

Kor think thyself exalted as the heavens. 

Because I thus invite thee to our home.” 

Isfendijdr felt so indignant and irritated by this* apparent 
boasting and self-sufficiency of Rustem, that his first impulse 
was to cast a dagger at him ; but he kept down his wrath, and 
satisfied himself with giving him a scornful glance, and telling 
him to take a seat on his left hand. But Rustem resented 
this affront, saying that he never yet had sat down on the left 
•of any king, and placed himself, without permission, on the 
right hand of Isfendiyar. The unfavourable impression on 
the prince’s mind was increased by this independent conduct, 
and he was provoked to say to him, “ Rustem ! I have heard 
that Zal, thy father, was of demon extraction, and that Sslm cast 
him into the desert because of his disgusting and abominable 
appearance ; that even the hungry Simurgh, on the same 
account, forebore to feed upon him, but conveyed him to her 
nest«-^ong her own young ones, who pitying his wretched 
condition, supplied him with part of the carrion they were 
accustomed to devour. Naked and filthy, he is thus said to 
have finhsist.nd on garbage, till Sam was induced to commiserate 
his wretchedness, and take him to Sistan, \^here, by the indul- 
gence of his family and royal bounty, he was instructed in 
human manners and human science.” This was a reproach and 
an insult too biting for Rustem to bear with any degree of 
patienee, and frowning with strong indignation, he said, “ Thy 
father knows, and thy grandfather well knew that Zill was the 
son of Sam, and Sam of Narim;ln, and that Nariman was 
descended from Husheiig. Thou and I, therefore, have the 
same origin. Besides, on my mother’s side, I am descended 
from Zohak, so that by both parents I am of a race of princes. 
Knowest thou not that the Iranian empire was for some* time 
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in my hands, and that I refused to retain it, though urged 
by the nobles and the army to exercise the functions of 
royalty ? It was my sense of justice, and attachment to the 
Kais and to fhy familjT, which have enabled thee to possess thy 
present dignity and command, ^t is through my fidelity 
and zeal that thou art now in a situation to reproach me. 
Thou 'hast slain one king, Arjiisp, how many kings have I 
slain ? Did I not conquer AMslydb, the greatest and bravest 
king that ever ruled over Tiinin ? And did I not also subdue 
the king of Hdmdvcran, and the Khaktta of Chin ? Ksius, thy 
own ancestor, I released from the demons of Mazinderdn. I 
slew the White Demon, and the tremendous giant, Akwdn 
Diw. Can thy insignificant cxidoits be compared with mine ? 
Never ! ” Rustem’s vehemence, and the disdainful tone of hia 
voice, exasperated still more the feelings of Isfendiyjlr, who 
however recollected that he was under his roof, otherwise he 
would have avenged himself instantly on the spot. Restraining 
his anger, he then said softly to him, ‘‘Wherefore dost thou 
raise thy voice so high ? For though thy head be exalted to 
the skies, thou wert, and still art, but a dependent on the Kais. 
And was thy Heft-khan equal in terrible danger to mine ? Was 
the capture of Mazindcrun equal in valorous exertion tc* the 
capture of the Drazen Fortress ? And did I not, by the power 
of my sword, diffuse throughout the world the blessings of my 
own religion, the faith of the fire- worshij^per, which was derived 
from Heaven itself ? ^’lion hast performed the duties of a 
warrior and a servant, whilst I have performed the holy 
functions of a sovereign and a prophet ! ” Rustem, in reply, 
said: 

“ In thy Heft -khan thou liadst twelve thousand men 
Com]iletely armed, with ample stores and treasure, 

Whilst Rakusli and my swoid, my conquering sword, 

Where all the aid I had, and all I sought, 

In that prodigious enterprize of mine. 

Two sisters thou released — no arduous task. 

Whilst I recovered from the demon’s grasp 
The mighty Kills, and the monsters slew, 

Koariug like thunder in their dismal caves. 
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This great exploit my single arm achieved ; 

And when Kai-khos^u gave the regal crown 
To Lohurdsp, the warriors were incensed, 

And deemed Frlburz, Kdiis’s valiant son, 

Fittest by birth to rule. My sire and I 
Espoused the cause of Lohuidsp ; else** he 
Had never sat upon tlJfe throne, nor thou 
Been here to treat with scorn thy benefactor. 

And now GushtAsp, with foul ingratitude, 

Would bind me hand and foot 1 But who on earth 
Can do that office 1 lam not accustomed ^ 

To hear harsh terms, and cannot brook their sting. 
Therefore desist. Once in Kdils’s court. 

When I was moved to anger, I poured out 
Upon him words of bitterest scorn and rage. 

And though surrounded by a thousand chiefs, 

Not one attempted to repress my fury, 

Not one, but all stood silent and amazed.” 

“ Smooth that indignant brow,” the prince replied 
“ And measure not my courage nor my strength 
With that of Kills ; had he nerve like mine I 
Thou mightst have kept the timorous king m awe, 

But I am come myself to fetter thee ! ” 

So saying, he the hand of llustem grasped, 

And wrung it so intensely, that the champion 
Felt inwardly surprised, but careless said, 

“ The time is not yet conic ftn* us to try 
Our power in battle.” Then isfendiyir 
Dropped Rustem’s hand, and sjioke, “ To-day let wino 
Inspire our hearts, and on the field to-morrow 
‘ Be ours the strife, with battle-axe and sword, 

And my first aim shall be to bind thee fast. 

And shew thee to my troops, Rustem in fetters 1 ’* 

At this the champion smiled, and thus exclaimed, 

“ Where hast thou seen the deeds of warriors brave ? 
Where hast thou heard the clash of mace and sword 
Wielded by men of valour ? I to-morrow 
Will take thee in my arms, and straight convey thee 
To Zil, and place thee on the ivory throne, 

And on thy head a crown of gold shall glitter. 

The treasury 1 will open, and our troops 
Shall fight for thee, and I will gird my loins 
As they were gilt for thy bold ancestors ; 

And when thou art the chosen king, and I 
Thy warrior-chief, the world will be thy own ; 

No other sovereign need attempt to reign.” 


“So much time has been spent in vain-boasting, and ex- 
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travagant self-praise,” rejoined Isfendiyar, “ that the day is 
nearly done, and I am hungry ; let us therefore take some 
refreshment together ” Rustem’s appetite being equally keen, 
the board was spread, ;ind every dish that was brought to him 
he emptied at once, as if at one swallow ; then he threw aside 
the goblets, and called for the large fl agoi^ that he might drink 
his fill without gtint . When he had finished several dishes and 
as many flagons of wine, he paused, and Isfcndiyitr and the 
assembled chiefs were astonished at the quantity he had 
devoured. He now prepared to depart, and the prince said 
to him, “ Go and consult with thy lather : if thou art contented 
to be bound, well ,- if not, thou wilt have cause to repent, for 
I will assuredly attend to the commands of Gushtitsp.” — 
“ Do thou also consult with thy brethren and friends,” replied 
Rustem, “ whether thou wilt be our guest to-morrow, or not ; if 
not, come to this place before sunrise, that we may decide our 
differences in battle.” Isfendiydr said, “My most anxious 
desire, my wish to heaven, is to meet thee, for I shall have no 
difficulty in binding thee hand and foot. I would indeed 
willingly convey thee without fetters to my father, but if I did 
so, he would say that I was unable to put thee in bonds, and 
that would disgrace my name.” Rustem observed that^the 
inunense number of men and demons he had contended against 
was as nothing in the balance of his mind compared with the 
painfiil subject of his present thoughts and fears. He was 
ready to engage, but afraid of meriting a bad name. 

“ If in the battle thou art slain by me, 

Will not my check turn pale among the princes 
Of the Kdidnian race, having cut otf 
A lovely branch of that illustrious tree ? 

Will not reproaches hang upon my name 
When I am dead, and shall I not be cursed 
For perpetrating such a horrid deed ? 

Thy father, too, is old, and near his end, 

And thou upon the eve of being crowned ; 

But in thy heart thou knowest that I proffered, 

And proffer my allegiance and devotion. 

And would avoid the conflict. Sure, thy father 
' Is practising some trick, some foul deception, 
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To urge thee on to an untimely death, 

To rid himself of some unnatural fear, 

He stoops to an unnatural, treacherous act. 

For I have ever been the firm support 
Of crown and throne, and perfectly he knows 
No mortal ever conquered me in battle, 

None ever from my sword escaped his life.” 

Then spoke Isfendiysir : “ Thou wouldst be generous 
And bear a spotless name, and tarnish mine ; 

But I am not to be deceived by thee : 

In fetters thou must go I ” Rustem replied : 

“ Banish that idle fancy from thy brain ; 

Dieam not of things impossible, for death 
Is busy with thee ; pause, or thou wilt die.” 

“ No more 1 ” exclaimed the prince, “ no more of this. 
Nor seek to frighten me with threatening woids ; 

Go, and to-monow bring with thee thy friends, 

Thy father and thy brother, to behold 
With their own eyes thy downfall, and lament 
In sorrow over thy impending fate.” 

“ So let it be,” said Rustem, and at once 
Mounted his noble horse, and hastened home. 


The champion immediately reqaesbed his father’s permission 
to go and fight Isfendiyar tlie following day, but the old man 
recommended reconciliation and peace. “ That cannot be,” 
said Rustem, “ for he has reviled thee so severely, and heaped 
iipof ^m e so many indignities, that my patience is exhausted, 
andlyhc contest unavoidable.” In the morning Zdl, weeping 
bitterly, tied on Rustem’s armour himself, and in an agony of 
grief, said : “ If thou shouldst kill Isfendiyar, thy name will 
be rendered infamous throughout the world ; and if thou 
shouldst be killed, Sistan will be prostrate in the dust, and ex- 
tinguished for ever ! My heart shudders at the thoughts of 
this battle, but there is no remedy.” Rustem said to him : 
“ Put thy trust in God, and be not sorrowful, for when I grasp 
my sword the head of the enemy is lost ; but my desire is to take 
Isfendiyar alive, and not to kill him. I would serve him, and 
not sever his head from his body.” Zill was pleased with this 
determination, and rejoiced that there was a promise of a 
happy issue to the engagement. • 

In the morning Rustem arrayed himself in his waftattire, 
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helmet and breast-plate, and mounted Rakush, also armed in 
his hareriifltuwan . His troops, too, were all assembled, and Ziil 
appointed Ziiara to take charge of them, and be careful of his 
brother on all ocoasipns where assistance might be necessary. 
The old man then prostrated himsftlf in prayer, and said, “ 0 
God, turn from us all affliction, and vouchsafe to us a prosperoi^s 
day.” Rustem being prepared for the struggle, directed Ziiara 
to wait with the troops at a distance, whilst he went alone to 
meet Isfendiyir. When Bashiitan first saw him, he thought he 
was coming to offer terms of peace, and said to Isfendiyar, “ He 
is coming alone, and it is better that he should go to thy father 
of his own accord, than in bonds.” — “ But,” replied Isfendiyar, 
“ he is coming completely equipped in mail — quick, bring me 
my arms.” — “ Alas ! ” rejoined Bashiitan, “ thy brain is wild, * 
and thou art resolved upon fighting. This impetuous spirit 
will break my heart.” But Isfendiyar took no notice of the 
gentle rebuke. Presently he saw Rustem ascend a high place, 
and heard his summons to single combat. He then told his 
brother to keep at a distance with the army, and not to inter- 
fere till aid was positively required. Insisting rigidly on these 
instructions, he mounted his night-black charger, and hastened 
towards Rustem, who now proposed to him that they s^puld 
wait awhile, and that in the mean time the two armies might 
be put in motion against each other. “ Though,” said he, “ my 
men of Zibul are few, and thou hast a numerous host.” 

“ This is a strange request,” replied the prince, 

“ But thou art all deceit and artifice ; 

Mark thy position, lofty and commanding, 

And mine, beneath thee — in a spreading vale. 

Now, Heaven forbid that I, in reckless mood, 

Should give my valiant legions to destruction, 

And look unpitying on I No, I advance. 

Whoever may oppose me ; and if thou 
Requirest aid, select thy friend, and come, - 
For I need none, save God, in battle — none.” 

And Rustem said the same, for he required 
No human refuge, no support but Heaven. 

The battle rose, and numerous javelins whizzed 
Along the air, and helm and mail were brtnscd ; 
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Spear fractui’ed spear, and then with shining swords 
The strife went on, till, t renched with many a wound, 

They, too, snapped short.' The battle axe was next 
Wielded, in funouS wrath ; each bending forward 
Struck brain-bewildering blows ; each tried in vain , 

To hurl the other from his fiery horsb. 

Wearied, at length, flicy stood apart to breathe 
Their chargers panting from excessive toil, 

* Covered with foam and blood, and the strong armour. 

Of steed and rider rent. The combatants 
Thus paused, in mutual consternation lost. , 

In the meantime Ztiara, impatient at this delay, advanced * 
towards the Iranians, and reproached -them for their cowardice 
BO severely, that Nushdwer, the younger son of Isfendiyilr, felt 
ashamed, and immediately challenged the bravest of the 
fiuemy to fight. Alwai, one of Rustem’s followers, came boldly 
forward, but his efforts only terminated in his discomfiture and 
death. After him came Ziiara liimsclf : 

Who galloped to the charge incensed, and, high 
Lifting his iron mace, upon the head 
Of bold Nilshdwcr struck a furious blow. 

Which drove him from his steed a lifeless corse. 

Seeing their gallant leader thus o’erthrowii, 

The troops in terror fled, and in their flight 
Thousands were slam, among them brave Mchrmis, 

Another kinsman of Isfendiydr. 

Bahman, observing the defeat and confusion of the Irtlnians, 
went immediately to his father, and told him that two of his 
own family were killed by the warriors of Zabnl, who had also 
attacked him and put his troops to the rout with great 
slaughter. Isfendiyar was extremely irritated at this in- 
telligence, and called aloud to Rustem : “ Is treachery like this 
becoming in a waiTior ? ” The champion being deeply con- 
cerned, shook like a branch, and swore by the head and life of 
the king, by the sun, and his own conquering sword, that he 
W'as ignorant of the event, and innocent of what had been done. 
To prove what he said, he offered to bind in fetters his brother 
Ziiara, who must have authorized the movement ; and also to 
secure Fertourz, who slew Mehrnus, and deliver them oier to 
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Gusht^Lsp, the fire-worshipper. “Nay,” said he, “I will 
deliver over to thee my whole family, as well as my brother 
aud son, and thou mayest sacrifice them all as a punis Went for 
having commenced the fight without permission.” IsfendiyiLr 
replied : “ Of what use would it be to sacrifice thy brother and 
thy son ? Would that restore my own to me ? No. Instead 
of them, I will put thee to death, therefore come on ! ” Ac- 
cordingly 430 th simultaneously bent their bows, and shot their 
arrows with the utmost rapidity ; but whilst Rustem’s made 
no impression, those of Isfendiyjir produced great effect on the 
c'hampion and his horse. So severely was Rakush wounded, 
that Rustem, when he perceived how much his favourite home 
was exhausted, dismounted, and continued to impel his arrows 
against the enemy from behind his shield. But Rakush brooked *. 
not the dreadful storm, and galloped off unconscious that his 
master himself was in as bad a plight. When Ziiara saw the 
noble animal, riderless, crossing the plain, he gasped for breath, 
and in an agony of grief liurried to the fatal spot, where he 
found Rustem desperately hurt, and the blood flowing copiously 
from every wound. The champion observed, that though he 
was himself bleeding so much, not one drop of blood ap- 
peared to have issued from the veins of his antagonist. •He 
was very weak, but succeeded in dragging himself up to his 
former position, when Isfendiyar, smiling to see him thus, 
exclaimed : 

“ Is this the Vfili.ant Rustem, the renowned, 

Quitting the field of battle ? Where is now 
The raging tiger, the victorious chief? 

Was It from thee the Demons shrunk in terror, 

And did thy burning sword sear out their hearts ? 

What has become of all thy valour now ? 

Where is thy matchless mace, and why art thou, 

The roaring lion, turned into a fox, 

An animal of slyness, not of courage, 

Losing thy noble character and name ? ” 

ZSara, when he came to Rustem, alighted and resigned his 
hoi-se *0 his brother ; and placing an arrow on his bow-string, 

X 
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wished himself to engage Isfendiyilr, who was ready to fight 
him, but Rustem cried, “ No, I have not yet done with thee.’* 
Isfendiydr replied : “ I know thee well, and all Jhy dissimula - 
tion, but nothing yet is accomplished. Come and consent to 
be fettered, or I must confpel thee.” Rustem, however, was 
not to be overcome, and he said ; “ If I were really subdued by 
thee, I might agree to be bound like a vanquished slave ; but 
the day is now closing, to-mon’ow we will resume tlifj fight ! ” 
Isfendiyilr acquiesced, and they separated, Rustem going to his ^ 
own tent, and the prince remaining on the field. There be 
affectionately embraced the severed’ heads of his kinsmen, 
placed them himself on a bier, and sent them to his father, the 
king, with a letter in which he said, “ Thy commands must bo 
* obeyed, and such is the result of to-day ; Heaven only knows 
what may befa’i to-morrow.” Then he spoke privately to 
Bashutan : “ This Rustem is not human, he is formed of rock 
and iron, neither sword nor javelin has done him mortal harm ; 
but the arrows went deep into his body, and it wiH indeed be 
wonderful if he lives througliout the night. I know not what 
to think of to-morrow, or how 1 shall be able to overcome 
him.” 

AJJien Rustem aiTived at his quarters,’ Ziil soon discovered 
that •he had received many wounds, which occasioned great 
affliction in his family, and lie said : Alas ! that in my old 
age such a misfortune should have befallen us, and that with 
my own eyes I should sec tliese gaping vounds ! ” He then 
rubbed Rustem's feet, and applied healing balm to the wounds, 
and bound them up with the skill and care of a ifliysician. 
Rustem said to his fatlier : “ I never met with a foe, warrior or 
demon, of such amazing strength and liravciy as this ! He 
seems to have a brazen body, for my arrows, wliich I can drive 
through an anvil, cannot penetrate his chest. If I had ajiplied 
the power which I have exerted to a mouutain, the moiiiitaiii 
would have moved from its base, but he sat firmly iiiion his 
saddle and scorned my efforts. I thank God that it is ni^ht, 
and that I have escaped from his grasp. To-morrow 1 cun not 
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fight, and jny secret wish is to retire unseen from the struggle, 
that no trace of me may be discovered.” — “ In that case,” 
Replied Ziil, “ the victor will come and take me and all my 
famky into ’bondag(^ But let us not despair. Did not the 
Simurgh promise that whenever I might be overcome by ad- 
versity, if I burned one of her feathers, she would instantly 
appear ? Shall we not then solicit assistance in this awful 
extremity ? ” So saying, Zal w'cnt up to a high place, and 
burnt the feather in a cgjiacr, and in a short time the Simurgh 
§f;ood before him. After due praise and acknowledgment, he 
explained his wants. “ But,” said he, “ may the misfortune we 
endure be far from him who has brought it upon us. My son 
llustem is wounded almost unto death, and I am so helpless 
that I can do him no good.” lie then brought forward 
Bakush, jiierced by numerous arrows ; upon which the wonder- 
ful Bird said to him, Be under no alarm on that account, for 
I will soon cure him ; ” and she immediately plucked out the 
ranklin g weapons with her beak, and the wounds, on passing a 
fcatlicr over them, were quickly healed. 

To Piustem now she turns and soothes his prief, 

And drawinp forth the arrows, sucks the blood 
From out the wounds, which at her bidding close, 

And the illustrious champion is restored 
To life and power. 

Being thus reiiivigorated by the magic influence of the 
Simnrgh, he solicits further aid in the coining strife with 
Isfendiyar ; hut the mysterioiLs animal laments that she cannot 
assist him. “ There never appeared in the world,” said she, 
“ so brave and so perfect a hero as Isfendiyar. The favour of 
Heaven is with him, for in his Heft-khan he, by some artifice, 
succeeded in killing a Simurgh, and the further thou art re- 
moved from his invincible arm, the greater will be thy safety.” 
Here Zal interposed and said : “ If Rustem retires from the 
co^jtest, his family will all he enslaved, and I shall equally share 
their bondage and alllietion.” The Simurgh, hearing these 
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words, fell into deep thought, and remained some time silent. 
At length she told Rustem to mount Rakush and follow her. 
Away she went to a far distance ; and crossing a great river, 
aiTived at a place covered with reeds, j\'here the Kazit-tree 
abounded. The Simurgh thtn rubbed one of her feathers upon 
the eyes of Rustem, and directed him to take a branch of the 
Kazii-trec, and make it straight upon the fire, and form that 
wand into a forked arrow ; after which he was ta advance 
against Isfendiyar, and, placing the arrow on his bow-string, 
shoot it into the eyes of his enemy. “ The arrow will only 
make him blind,” said the Simurgh, “ but he who spills the 
blood of Isfendiyar vill never be free fi*om calamity during 
his whole life. The Kazn-tree hfis also this peculiar quality : 
rfUji arrow made of it is sure to accomplish its intended eiTand — 
it never misses the aim of the archer.” Rustem expressed his 
boundless gratitude for this information and assistance ; and 
the Simurgh having transported him back to his tent, and 
affectionately kissed his face, returned to her own habitation. 
The chain])iun now prepared the aiTow according to the in- 
stnictions he had received ; and uhen moniing dawned, 
mounted his hoi’se, and liastcncd to the field. He found 
Isfendiyar still sleeping, and exclaimed aloud: ‘‘Warrior, art 
thou «till slumbering ? Rise, and sec Rustem before thee ! ” 
When the prince heard his stern voice, he started uj), and in 
great anxiety hurried on his armour. He siiid to Bashutan, 
“ I had uncharitably thought he would have died of his 
wounds in the night, but this clear and Ijold voice seems to 
indicate perfect health — go and sec whether his wounds arc 
bound up or not, and whether he is mounted on Rakush or on 
some other horse.” Rustem perceived Bashutan approach with 
an inquisitive look, and conjectured that his object was to 
ascertain the condition of himself an 1 K.ikush. He therefore 
miliferate d to him : “ I am now wholly free from wounds, and 
BO is my horse, for I possess an olixjr ^^hich heals the most cruel 
lacerations of the flesh the moment it is aiiplied ; but no such 
wounds were inflicted upon me, the arrows of IsfendiyiLr bfeing 
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only like needles sticking in my body.” Bashiitan now re- 
ported to his brother that Eustem appeared to be more fresh 
<ind Tigoroufl than the day before, and, thinking from the spirit 
and* gallantry of his* demeanour that he would be victorious in 
another contest, he strongly recommended a reconciliation. 


The Death of ISFENDIYAR. 

m • 

Isfendiyar, blind to thp. mnr^l^ of treated the suggestion 
of his brother with scorn, and mounting his horse, was soon in 
the presence of Eustem, whom he thus hastily addressed : 
“ Yesterday thou wert wounded almost to death by my aiTOWs, 
and to-day there is no trace of them. Ilow is this ? 

But thy father Zal is a Borccrev, 

And he by cliami and spell 
Has cured all the Avouiids uf the wairior, 

And now he is safe and well. 

For the wounds I f^ave could never be 
Closed up, excepting by sorcery. 

Yes, the wounds I gave thee in every part, 

Could never be cured but by magic "art.” 


Eustem replied, “ If a tliousand an-ows were shot at me, they 
would all drop harmless to the ground, and in the end thou 
wilt fall by my hands. Therefore, if thou seekest thy own 
welfare, come at once and be my guest, and I swear by the 
Almighty, by Zerdusht, and the Zendavesta, by the sun and 
moon, that I will go with thee, but unfettered, to thy father, 
who may do Avith me what he lists. ” — “ That is not enough,” 
replied Isfendiyitr, “ thou must be fettered.” — “ Then do not 
bind my arms, and take Avhatever thou wilt from me.” — “ And 
whaif hast thou to give ? ” 
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A thousand jewels of brilliant hue, 

And of unknown price, shall be thine ; 

A thousand imperial diadems too, 

And a thousand damsels divine, 

Who with angel-voices will sing and play, 

And delight thy sentes both night and day ; 

And my family wealth shall be brought thee, all 
That was gathered by NarlmAn, Sdm, and Zal.” 

“ This is all in vain,” said Isfendiytlr. “ I may have wandered 
from the way of Heaven, but I will not disobey the commands 
of the king. And of what use would thy treasure and property 
be to me ? I must please my father, that he may surrender to 
me his crown and throne, and I have solemnly sworn to him 
that I will place thee before him in fetters.” Rustem replied, 
^‘•And in the hopes of a crown and throne thou wouldst sacrifice 
thyself ! ” — “ Thou shalt see ! ” said Isfendiydr, and seized his 
bow to commence the combat. Rustem did the same, and when 
he had placed the forked arrow in the bow-string, he imploringly 
turned up his face towards Heaven, and fervently exclaimed, 
“ 0 God, thou knowest how anxiously I have wished for a re- 
conciliation, how I have suflered, and that I would now give 
all my treasures and wealth and go with him to Irdn, to avoid 
this conflict ; but my oflers are disdained, for he is bent upon 
consi^ing me to bondage and disgrace. Thou art tlie redresser 
of grievance s — direct the flight of this arrow into his eyes, but 
do not let me be punished for fbo ipypinTii-nry At this 

moment Isfcndiyjir shot an arrow with great force at Rustem, 
who dexterously eluded its point, and then, in return, instantly 
lodged the charmed weapon in the eyes of his antagonist. 

And darkness overspread bis sight. 

The '^^orld to liim was hid in night ; 

The bow dropped from Ins slackened luiiid. 

And down he sunk ujion the sand. 

“ Yesterday,” said Rustem, “ thou discharged at me a hundred 
and sixty arrows in vain, and now thou art overthrown by one 
arrow of mine.” Bahman, the son of Isfcndiyitr, seeing his 
father bleeding on the ground, uttered loud lamentations, and 
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Baahiitan, followed by the Ird.nian troops, also drew ni^h with 
the deepest soitow marked on their countenances. Tlic fatal 
^rrow was immediately drawn from the wounded eyes of the 
prince, and some medicine being first applied to them, they 
conveyed him mournfully to his own tent. 

The conflict having thus terminated, Rustem at the same 
time returned with his army to where Ziil remained in anxious 
suspense^bout the result. The old man rejoiced at the issue, 
but said, “ 0, my son, thou hast killed thy enemy, but I have 
learnt from the wise men and astrologers that the slayer of 
Isfendiyilr must soon come to a fatal end. May God protect 
thee ! ” Rustem replied, “ I am guiltless, his blood is upon 
his own head.” The next day they both proceeded to visit 
Isfendiyilr, and offer to him their sympathy and condolence, 
when the wounded prince thus spoke to Rustem : “ I do not 
ascribe my misfortune to thee, but to an all-ruling power. 
Fate would have it so, and thus it is ! I now consign to thy 
care and guardianship my son Bahman : instruct him in the 
science of government, the customs of kings, and the rules and 
stratagems of the warrior, for thou art exceedingly wise and 
exjierienced, and perfect in all things.” Rustem readily com 
plied, and said : 

Tliat duty sliall be mine alone. 

To beat him firmly on the throne." 

Then Tsfendiyar murmured to Bashiitan, tluit tlio anguish of 
his w'ound was wearing him away, and that he had but a short 
time to live. 

“ The ])acc of death is fast and fleet, 

And nothing: niy life can save, 

I shall want no lobc, but ray winding sheet, 

No mansion but the grave. 

And tell my father the wish of his Iicart 
1 1. as not been breathed in vain, 

The doom he desired when he made me depart, 

Has been sealed, and his son is slain ! 
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And. O I to my mother, in kindliest tone, 

The mournful tidings bear, 

And soothe her woes for her warrior gone, 

For her lost IsfendiyAr.” 

He now groaned heavily, |nd his last words were ; 

“ I die, pursued by unrelenting fate, 

The hapless victim of a father’s hate.” 

Life having departed, his body was placed upon a bier, and 
conveyed to IrAn, amidst the tears and lamentations of the 
people. 

Rustem now took charge of Balimaii, according to the dying 
request of Isfendiyiir, and brought him to Sistan. This was, 
Jmwever, repugnant to the w’ishes of Zuara, who observed to his 
brother; “Thou hast slain the hither of this youth; do not 
therefore nurture and instruct the son of thy enemy, for, mark 
me, in the end he will be avenged.” — “ But did not Isfendiyiir, 
with his last breath, consign him to my guardianship ? how can 
I refuse it now ? It must be so written and determined in the 
of Heaven.” 

The arrival of the bier in Persia, at the palace of Giishtilsp, 
proceed a melancholy scene of public and domestic affliction. 
The Jcing took off the covering and wept bitterly, and the 
mother and sisters exclaimed, “ Alas ! thy death is not the 
work of human hands ; it is not the work of Rustem, nor of Zal, 
but of the Shnurgh. Thou hast not lived long enough to be 
ashamed of a grey beard, nor to witues.s the maturity and 
attainments of thy children. Alas ! thou art snatched away at 
a moment of the highest jiromisc, even at the commencement 
of thy glory.” In the meanwhile the curses and imprecations 
of the people were poured upon the devoted head of Gushtilsp 
on account of his cruel and unnatural conduct, so that he was 
obliged to confine himself to bis palace till after the intennt^p fc 
of Isfendiyar. 

Rustem scrupulously fulfilled his engagement, and instructed 
Bahman in aU manly exercises ; in the use of bow and jm elin, 
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in the management of Bword and buckler, and in all the arts 
and accomplishments of the warrior. He then wrote to Gush- 
Usp, repeating that he was unblameable in the conflict which 
terminated in the death of his son Isfendiyjlr, that he had 
offered him presents and wealth to* a vast extent, and moreover 
was ready to return with him to Iriln, to his father ; but every 
overture was rejected. Jgelen tless fate must have hurried, him 
O B. to a jjrcmatur^ ^ath. “ I have now,” continued Rustem, 
“ completed the ^ucation of Bahman, according to the direc- 
tions of his father, and await thy further commands.” Gush- 
tiisp, after reading this letter, referred to Bashiitan, who con- 
firmed the declarations of Rustem, and the treacherous king, 
willing to ascribe the event to an overruling destiny, readily 
acquitted Rustem of all guilt in killing Isfendiyar. At the 
same time he sent for Bahman, and on his arrival from Sistan, 
was so pleased with him that he without hesitation appointed 
him to succeed to the throne. 

‘‘ Methinkfl I sec Isfencliy.^ir aErain, 

Thou hast tlio form, the vciy look he bore, 

And since Ihy gloiious fatlier is no riMie, 

Lon^; as I live thou must with me remain.” 


The Death of KUSTEM. 

Firdausi seems to have derived the account of Shugliad, and 
the melancholy fate of Rustem, from a descendant of Siim and 
Narlmtin, who was particularly acquainted with the chronicles 
of the heroes and the kings of Persia. Shughad, it appears, 
was the son of Ziil, by one of the old wamor’s maid-servants, 
and at his veiy birth the astrologers predicted that he would be 
the ruin of the glorious house of Silm and Xarimau, and the 
destiwction of their race. 
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Tliroughout SlstAn the prophecy was heard 
AVith horror and amazement ; every towTi 
And city in Irdn was full of woo, 

And Z41, in deepest agony and grief, 

Sent up his prayers to the Almightv Power 
That he would purify the infant’s heart, 

An,d free it from that quality, foretold 
As the destroyer of his ancient house. 

But what are prayers, opposed by destiny ? 

The child, notwithstanding, was brought up with great care 
and attention, and when arrived at maturity, he was sent to the 
king of Kabul, whose daughter he espoused. 

Rustem was accustomed to go to Kabul cvciy year to receive 
the tribute due to him ; but on the last occasion, it is said that 
he exacted and took a higher rate than usual, and thus put 
Jiaany of the people to distress. Tlie king was angry, and ex- 
pressed his dissatisfaction to Shughad, who was not slow in 
uttering his own discontent, saying, “ Though I am his brother, 
he has no respect for me, but treats me always like an enemy. 
For this personal hostility I long to imnisli him witli death.” — 
**But how,” inquired the king, “couldst tliou compass that 
end ?” Shugiiad replied, “ I have well considered the subject, 
and propose to accoini)lish my purpose in tins manner. I shall 
feigi^that I have been insulted and injured by thee, and carry 
my complaint to Ziil and Rustem, who will no doubt come to 
Kabul to redress my wrongs. Thou must in the meantime 
prepare for a sporting excursion, and order a numl>cr of pits to 
be dug on the road sufficiently large to hold Rustem and his 
horse, and in each several swords must be placed with their 
points and edges upwards. The mouths of the pits must then 
be slightly covered over, but so carefully that there may be no 
appearance of the earth underneath having lKx;n removed. 
Everything being thus ready, Rustem, on the pretence of going 
to the sporting ground, must be conducted by that road, and he 
will certainly fall into one of the pits, which will become his 
grave.” This stratagem was highly approved by the king, and 
it was agreed that at a royal banquet, Shughad should re'Vilc 
and irritate the king, whose indignant answer should be before 
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all the assembly ; Thou hast no pretensions to be thought of 
the stock of Siim and Narlmiln. Zill pays thee no attention, at 
least, not such attention as he would pay to a son, and Rustem 
declares thou art n(Jt his brother ; indeed, all the family treat 
thee as a slave.” At these words, Shughad affected to be greatly 
enraged, and, starting up from the banquet, hastened to Rustem 
to complain of the insult offered him by the king of Kabul. 
Rustem •received him with demonstrations of affection, and 
hearing his complaint, declared that he would immediately 
proceed to Kdbul, depose the king for his insolence, and place 
Shughad himself on the throne of that country. In a short 
time they arrived at the city, and were met by the king, who, 
with naked feet and in humble guise, solicited forgiveness. 
Rustem was induced to pardon the offence, and was honoured, 
in return with great apparent respect, and with boundless hos- 
pitality. In the meantime, however, the pits were dug, and 
the work of destruction in progress, and Rustem was now 
invited to share the sports of the forest. The champion was 
highly gratified by the courtesy which the king displayed, and 
mounted Rakush, anticipating a day of excellent diversion. 
Shughad accompanied him, keeping on one side, whilst Rustem, 
suspecting nothing, rode boldly forward. Suddenly Ri>kush 
stopped, and though urged to advance, refused to move d step. 
At last the champion became angry, and struck the noble 
animal severely ; the blows made him dart forward, and in a 
moment he unfortunately fell into one of the pits. 

It wfts a place, deep, dark, and perilous. 

All bristled o’er with swords, leaving no chance 
Of extrication without cruel wounds ; 

And hoi-se and ndcr sinking in the midst. 

Bore many a grievous stab and many a cut 
In limb and body, ghastly to the sight. 

Yet from that depth, at one prodigious spring, 

Rakush escaped with Rustem on his back ; 

But what availed that effort 7 Down again 
Into another pit both fell together, 

And yet again they rose, again, again ; 

Seven times down*prostrate, seven times bruised and 
maimed, 
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They struggled on, till mounting up the edge 
Of the seventh pit, all covered with deep wounds. 
Both lay exhausted. When the champion’s brain 
Grew cool, and he had power to think, he knew 
Full well to whom he owed this treachery, 

And calling to Shuglmd, said : “ Thou, my brother ! 
Why hast thou done fliis wrong ? Was it for thee, 
My father’s son, by wicked plot and fraud 
To work this ruin, to destroy my life ? ” 

Shughad thus sternly answered • “ ’Tis for all 
The blood that thou hast shed, God has decreed 
This awful vengeance, — now thy time is come 1 ” 
Then spoke the king of KAbul, as if pity 
Had softened his false heait : Ahis I the day 
That thou shouldst perish, so ignobly too, 

And in my kingdom ; what a wretched fate 1 
But bring some medicine to iclieve his wounds — 
Quick, bring the matchless balm for llustcm’s cure ; 
He must not die, the champion must not die ! ” 

But Rustem scorned the offer, and in wrath. 

Thus spoke : How many a mighty king has died. 
And left me still triumphant — still in poncr. 
Unconquerable ; treacherous thou hast been, 
Inhuman, too, but Feidmurz, the brave, 

Will be revenged uiion thee for tins crime.” 


Rustem not/ turned towards Shnghad, and in an altered and 
mournful tone, told him that ho was tit the jxiint of death, and 
asked him to string his bow and give it to him, that he might 
seen^as a Bcare-crow% to prevent tlie wolves and other wild 
animals from devouring him wdicn dead. 

Shughad pciformcd the ta'=-]c, ; nl hngcred not, 

For he rejoiced at this ca1a'>ii(tp]jc, 

And with a smile of ficndi«>!) sati^I.iction, 

Placed the strong bow befoie him — Hustrm grasped 
The Vjcnded horn wi'h such an e.i'jci hand. 

That wondeiiiu; at tlic sight tin* caitiff wietch 
8hnd(k‘ied >^ith terror, and behind a tiee 
Shielded himself, but nothing couM avail ; 

The arrow' pieicwl both tree and him, and they 
AVcrc thus transfixed together, — thus tlie hour 
Of death afforded one bnglit gleam of joy 
To llu‘'tem, w'ho, with lifte-d eyes to Heaven, 

Exclaimed : “ Ttiank‘-giAings to the great Creator, 

For granting me the power, with my own liarid, 

To be revenged upon my inurdeicr ! ” 

fcio saying, the gicat champion breathed his last. 
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And not a knightly follower remained, 

Zilnra, and the rest, in other pits, 

Dug by the traitor-king, and traitor-brotlier, 

Had sunk and perished, all, save one, who fid. 

And to the afflicted veteran at Slstdn 
Told the sad tTdings, Z41, in agony. 

Tore his white hair, and wildTy rent his garments. 

And cried : “ Why did not T die for him, why 
Was I not present, fighting by his side ? 

Ilut he, alas 1 is gone I Oh 1 gone for ever.” 

• 

Then the old man dispatched Feriimurz with a numerous 
force to Kabul, to bring away the dead body of Rustem. Upon 
his approach, the king of Kabul and his army retired to the 
mountains, and Forjimurz laid waste the coiintiy. He found 
only the skeletons of Rustem and Zuara, the beasts of prey 
having stripped them of tbeir flesh : he however gathered the 
bones together and coiivcjed them home and buried them, 
amidst the lamentations of the people. After that, he returned 
to Kilbul with his army, and encountered the king, captured the 
cruel wretch, and carried him to Sistaii, where he was put to 
death. 

Gushtasp having become old and infirm, bequeathed his 
empire to Bahman, and then died. He reigned one hundred 
and eight years. 


BAHIMAN. 

Bahman, the grandson of Gushtasp, having at the commence- 
ment of his sovereignty obtained the approbation of his people, 
by the clerncney of his conduct and the apparent generosity of 
his disposition, was not hmg in meditating vindictive measures 
against the family of Rustem. “Did not Kai-khosnlu,” said 
he fb his wan*iors, “revenge himself on Afnisiyab for the 
murder of Saiawush ; and have not all my glorious ancestors 
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pursued a similar course ? Why, then, should not I be revenged 
on the father of Rustem for the death of Isfendiyilr ? ” The 
warriors, as usual, approved of the king’s resolution, and in 
consequence one hundred thousand vetiran troops were" as- 
sembled for the immediate iifrasion of SistiLn. When Bahman 
had aiTived on the borders of the river Behermund, he sent a 
message to Zal, frankly declaring his purpose, and that he must 
sacrifice the lives of himself and all his family as an atonement 
for Rustem’s guilt in shedding the blood of Isfendiyir. 


7A\ licard his menace with astonishment. 

Miu'^lcd with anguish, and he thus replied : 
“Rustem was not in fault; and thou caiist tell, 

Foi thou wort present, how he wept, and pia^ed 
That he might not be bound. How fictpiontly 
Ho offered all his wealth, his gold, and gems, 

To be excused that ignominious thmll ; 

And would have followed thy impatient father 
To nait u])on Gushtasp ; but this w.as scorned ; 
Nothing but bonds would satisfy hi?* pride ; 

All tins thou know’st. Then did not I and Rustem 
Strictly fulfil Isfcndiyai s commands, 

And most assiduously endow thy mind 
With all the skill and virtues of a hero, 

That might desci \ e some kindness in rctiii n ? 

Now take my house, my tiea^ure, my ifosscasions. 
Take all ; but spare my family and me.’’ 


The messenger went back, and told the tale 
Of Zdl’s deep grief with such persuasn e izrace, 
And piteous accent, that the heart of B.ilnnan 
Softened at every word, and the old man 
Was not to suffer. After that was knonii. 

With gorgeous presents Zal went foith to meet 
The monarch in his pi ogress to the city , 

And haviiig jnostratod himself in low" 
Humility, ictiicd among the tram 
Attendant on the king. “Thou rausi ivtt walk,’ 
Bahman exclaimed, well skilled m all the arts 
Of smooth hypocrisy — “ thou art too weak ; 
Remount thy horse, to: thou reqiiirest liclj).” 

But Zdl declined the honour, and preferred 
Doing that homage as ilIustiiou.s Sdm. 

His conquering ancestor, had always done, 
Barefoot, in presence of the royal race. 
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Fast moving onwards, Bahman soon approached 
Slstdn, and entered Zdl’s superb abode ; 

Not as a friend, or a forgiving foe, 

But with a spirit unappeased, unsoothed ; 

True, he' had spared the old man’s life, but there 
His mercy stopped ; all else was confiscate, 

For every room was plundered, ’all the treasure 
Seized and devoted to the tyrant’s use. 


After remorselessly obtaining this booty, Bahman inquired 
what had* become of Feramurz, and Zal pretended that, un- 
aware of the king’s approach, he had gone a-hunting. But 
this excuse was easily scon through, and the king was so 
indignant on the occasion, that he put ZiU himself in fetters. 
Fer;imurz had, in fact, secretly retired with the Zabul army to 
a convenient distance, for the purpose of acting as necessity , 
might require, and when he heard that Zill was placed in con- 
finement, he immediately inarched against the invader and 
oppressor of his country. Both armies met, and closed, and 
were in desperate conflict three long days and nights. On the 
fourth day, a tremendous hurricane arose, which blew thick 
clouds of dust ill the face of the Zabul army, and blinding 
them, impeded their progress, whilst the enemy were driven 
fimiously forward by the strong wind at their backs. The 
consequence was the defeat of the Zabul troops. Feramurz, 
ivith a few companions, however, kept his gi’ound, though 
assailed by shoivers of arrows. He tried repeatedly to get face 
to face with Bahman, but every effort was fruitless, and he felt 
convinced that his career was now nearly at an end. He 
bravely defended himself, and aimed his aiTows with great 
precision ; but what is the use of art when Fortune is un- 
favourable ? 

When F'ltc’s daik clouds norLcntoiiA. lower. 

And quench the light of d.ay, 

No cffoit, none, of human power, 

Can chase the gloom away. 

An'ows may tty a countless shower, 
r» Amidst the desperate fray ; 

But not to sword or arrow death is given, 

• Unless decreed by favouring Heaven. 
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And it was so decreed that the exertions of Fcr^urz should 
be unsuccessful. His horse fell, he was wounded severely, and 
whilst insensible, the enemy secured and conveyed him m 
fetters to Bahman, who immediately ordefed him to be hanged. 
The king then directed all tTie people of Sistan to be put to the 
sword ; upon which Baslmtan said ; “ Alas ! why should the 
innocent and unoffending people be thus made to perish ? 
Hast thou no fear of God ? Thou hast taken vengeance for 
thy father, by slaying Feriimurz, the son of Rustem. Is not 
that enough ? Be merciful and beneficent now to the people, 
and thank Heaven for tlie great victory thou hast gained.” 
Bahman was thus withdrawn from his wicked purpose, and was 
also induced to liberate Zal, whose age and infirmities had 
•i^ndercd him perfectly harmless. He not only did this, but 
restored to him the possession of Sistan ; and divesting himself 
of all further revenge, returned to Persia. There he continued 
to exercise the functions of royalty, tih one day he happened to 
be bitten by a snake, wliose venom was so excruciating, that 
remedies were of no avail, and he died of the wound, in the 
eighth yeai’ of his reign. Although he had a son named 
Sassan, he did not ai)point him his successor ; but gave the 
crown and the throne to his wife, Humai,whom he had married 
a shffrt time before Ids death, saying ; “ If Hiimai should have 
a son, that son shall be my successor ; but if a daughter, 
Hiimai must continue to reign.” 


HUMAI AND THE BIRTH OP DARAB. 

Wisdom and generosity were said to have marked J,he 
government of Hiimai. In justice and beneficence she was 
unequalled. No misfortune happened in her days, eveif the 
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poor and the needy became rich. She gave birth to a son, 
whom she entrusted to a nurse to be brought up secretly, and 
declared publicly that it had died the same day it was born. 
At this event the people rejoiced, for they were happy under 
the administration of Humai. f!pon the boy attaining his 
seventh month, however, the queen sent for him, and ^v^apping 
him up ill rich garments, put him in a box, and when she had 
fastened down the cover, gave it to two confidential servants, in 
the middle of the ipght, to be flung into the Euphrates. “ For,” 
thought she, “ if he be found in the city, there will be an end 
to my authority, and the crown will be placed upon his head ; 
wiser, therefore, will it be for me to cast him into the river ; 
and if it please (iod to jircscrvc him, he may be nurtured, and 
brought up in another country.” Accordingly in the darkness* 
of night, the box was ^thrown into the Euphrates, and it floated 
r.ipidly doivn the stream for some time without being observed. 


Amidst the watcis, m that httlc aik 

Was launched the futiire monarch. But. vain moital ! 

How bootless are thy mo^t ingenious schemes. 

Tin wisest project^ ! Such verc thine, num.'ll I 
Pi uaumptuQu s a" tliou wci1 to tlnuk siu'cc'.-' 

Would crown that deed unnatural and uuju'-t. 

But human passions human expectations 
Are happily controlled by righteous Ho.avcii. 


Ill the morning the ark was noticed by a washerman ; who, 
curious to know what it contained, drew it to the shore, and 
opened the lid. Within the box he then saw splendid silk- 
embroidered scavls and costly raimeiit, and upon them ii lovely 
infant asleep. He immediately took up the child, and carried 
it to his wife, saying : “ It was but yesterday that our own 
infant died, and now the Almighty has sent thee another in its 
place.” The woman looked at the child with affection, and 
taking it in her arms fed it with her own milk. In the box 
they also found jewels and rubies, and they congratulated them- 
selves upon being at length blessed by Providence with wealth, 
and t^boy nt the same time They called him Dtlrilb, and the 

T 
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child soon began to speak in the language of his foster-pare nts. 
The washerman and his wife, for fear that the boy and the 
wealth might be discovered, thought it safest to quit their 
home, and sojourn in another countiy. When Dardb grew up, 
he was more skilftil and accomplished, and more expert at 
wrestling than other boys of a greater age. But 'whenever the 
washerman told him to assist in washing clothes, he always ran 
away, and would not,6l:oop to ±be drud < r<g rv. This ^mtoward 
behaviour grieved the washerman exceedingly, and he lamented 
that God had given him so useless a son, not knowing that he 
was destined to be the sovereign of all the world. 

How little tliuiiglit he, whilst the task he prest. 

A purer spirit warmed the stripling’s breast, 

Whose opening soul, by kingly pride inspiicd, 

Disdained the toil a menial slave required ; 

The royal branch on high its foliage hung, 

And showed the lofty stem from which it sprung. 

Darab was now sent to school, and he soon excelled his 
nastcr, who continually said to tlie washerman : “ Thy son is 
of wonderful capacity, acute and intelligent beyond his years, 
of an enlarged understanding, and will be at least the minister 
of asking.'’ Ddrab rcquci^ed to have anotlier master, and also 
a fine horse of Iri'k, that he miglit acquire the science and 
accomplishments of a waiTior ; but the washerman replied that 
he was too poor to comply t\ith his wishes, which threw tha 
youth into despair, so that he did not touch a morsel of food 
for two days together. Uis foster-mother, deeply atfected by 
his disappointment, and naturally anxious to gratify his desires, 
gave an ardclcjrL-valuc to the washerman, that he might sell 
it, and with the money purchase the horse required. Tlie 
horse obtained, he was daily instructed in the art of Ubing the 
bow, the javelin, and the sword, and in every exercise bceoining 
a young gentleman and a warrior. So devouringly did he 
i:>ersevere in his studies, and in his exertions to excel, tln4 lie 
never remained a moment unojcupicd at home or abroad. The 
development of his talents and genius suggested to him an 
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inquiry who he was, and how he came into the house of a 
washerman ; and his foster-mother, in compliance with his 
entreaties, described to him the manner in which he was found. 
He had long been miserable at the thoughts of being the son of 
a washerman, but now he rejoicedj and looked upon himself as 
the son of some person of consideration. He asked her if she had 
any thing that was taken out of the box, and she replied: “ Two 
valuable, rubies remain.” The youth requested them to be 
brought to him ; one he bound round his arm, and the other 
he sold to pay the expenses of travelling and change of place. 

At that time, it is said, the king of Riim had sent an army 
into the country of Iriin. Upon receiving this information, 
Uumai told her general, named Rishnawad, to collect a force 
corresponding ^Yilh the emergency ; and he issued a proclamV- 
tioii, inviting all young men desirous of military’ glory to flock 
to his standard. Dariib heard this proclamation with delight, 
and among others hastened to Hishnawacl, who presented the 
young warriors as they arrived successively to Hiimai. The 
queen steadfastly marked the majestic form and features of 
Darab, and said in her heart : *• The youth who bears this 
dignified and royal aspect, appears to be a Kaianian by birth ; ’’ 
and as she spoke, the instinctive feeling of a mother seemed to 
agitate her bosom, 


The queen beheld his form and face, 

The scion ot a princely race : 

And natiual iiiitiuci seemed to mo\c 
Her heait, ^vlllch spoke a moihci & love ; 
She gazed, but like the lightuii)i;'s lav, 
Thill sudden ihiill solui passed away. 


The army was now in motion. After the first march, a 
tremendous wind and heavy rain came on, and all the soldiers 
were under tents, excepting Dardb, w’ho had none, and was 
obliged to take shelter from the inclemency of the weather 
bcifeuth an archway, where he laid himself dow'ii, and fell 
aslcqp. Suddenly a supernatimil voice was heard, saying : 

T 2 
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‘‘ Arch stand firm, and from thy wall 
Let no ruined fragment fall 1 
He who sleeps beneath is one 
Destined to a royal throne. 

Aich I a monarch claims thy carg, 

The king of Pcrsi|j slumbers there 1 ” 

The voice was heard by every one near, and Rishnawad 
having also heard it, inquired of his people from whence it 
came. As he spoke, the voice repeated its caution : ' 

“ Aich ! stand firm, and from thy wall 
Let no ruined fiagment fall 1 
Lahman's son i> in thy keeping ; 

He beneath th\ loof is sleeping. 

Though the winds are loudly luanng. 

And the ram in toirents pouiing, 

Aich ! stand finn, and fiom thv wall 
Let no loosened fiagment f.ilk’ 

Aguin Rishnawiid sent other persons to ascertain from 
whence the voice proceede:! : and they returiictl, saying, that 
jL ^^ils not of the earth, but from Heaven. Again the caution 
sounded in liis ears : 


■■ Aieh ! stand finn. and fioni Ihy wall 
Lei no loosened fiagment fall.” 


And his amazement increased, lie now sent a person under 
the archway to sec if any one was thci’o. when the youth was 
discovered in decji sleep upon the ground, and the arch above 
him lent and broken in many i)arts. liishnawiid being 
ai^priscd of this circunistaiice, desired that he might be 
awakened and brought to him. The m'>mciit lie tvas removed, 
the whole of the arch fell down wMth a dreadful crash, and 
this wonderful escape was aKo conimunicated to the leader 
of the army, who by a strict and particular enquiry soon 
became acquainted with all the occurrences of the stranger’s 
life. Rishnaw’iid also summoned before him the waeherqjan 
and his tvife, and they corroborated the story he had been told. 
Indeed he himself rcoognizod the ruby on Darub’s arm, \^iich 
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convinced him that he was the son of Bahman, whom Hiimal 
caused to be thrown into the Euphrates. Thus satisfied of his 
.identity, he treated him with great honour, placed him on his 
right hand, and appointed liim to a high command in the 
army. Soon afterwards an engflgement took place with tlie 
Riimis, and Diirab in the advanced guard performed prodigies 
of valour. The battle lasted all day, and in the evening 
Rishnawild bestowed upon him the praise which he merited. 
Next day the army was^again prepared for battle, when Darab 
proposed that the leader should remain quiet, whilst he with a 
chosen band of soldiers attacked the whole force of the enemy. 
The proposal being agreed to, he advanced with fearless 
impetuosity to the contest. 

With loosened lein he rushed alonpj the fiehl. 

And through opposing riumbers liewcd his path, 

Tlicii pierced tlu' Kuhih-gah, the centre-host. 

Where many a ivamoi brave, renowned in arms, 

Fell by liis sword. Tnkc sheep bcfuic a wolf 
The harassed llumis llecr; for none had power 
To cope with his strong arm. His wondrous might 
Alone, subdued the legions riglit and left ; 

And when, unwe.iiicd, he had fought his way 
To whore great Kaisar stood, night came, and darkness, 
Shielding tlie tiembling emperor of Rum. 

Snatched the expected tiiumph fiora his hands. 


Rislinawild was so filled with admiration at his splendid 
prowess, that he now offered him the most magnificent presents ; 
but when tliey were exposed to his view, a suit of armour was 
the only thing he would accept. 

The Ruiiiis were entirely disheartened by his valour, and 
they said ; ‘MVe understood that the sovereign of Persia was 
only a woman, and that the conquest of the empire would be 
no difficult task ; but this ^\oman seems to be more fortunate 
than a warrior-king. Even her general remains inactive with 
the great body of liis army ; and a youth, with a small force, is 
SLiUicicut to subdue the legions of Riiiu ; wc had, therefore, 
better return to our own country.” The principal warriors 
cntci’taincd the same sentiments, and suggested to Kaisar the 
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measure, thinking it cowardly and disgraceful, and said : 

“ To-morrow we renew the fight, 

To-morrow we shall tiy our might ; 

To-morrow, with Ac smiles of Heaven, 

To us the victory will be given.” 

Accordingly on the following day the armies met again, and 
after a sanguinary struggle, the Persians were again trium- 
phant. Kaisar now despaired of sucedfes, sent a messenger to 
Pishnawad, in which he acknowledged the aggressions he had 
committed, and offered to pay him whatever tribute he might 
require. Rislmawad readily settled the terms of the peace ; 
ajid the emperor was permitted to return to his own dominions. 

After this event Rishnawad sent to Hiimai intelligence of 
the victories he had gained, and of the surprising valour of 
Danib, transmitting to her the ruby as an evidence of his birth. 
Hiimai was at once convinced that he was her son, for she 
well remembered the day on which he was enrolled as one of 
her soldiers, 'vhen her hmirt thi-oldiPfl with inRtinp|ivfi aflErfihi/m 
at the sight of him ; and though she had unfortunately failed 
to question him then, she now rejoiced that he was so near 
being^i’estorcd to her. She immediately proceeded to the 
Atish-gadeh, or the Fire-altar, and made an offering on the 
occasion ; and ordering a great fire to be lighted, gave immense 
sums .away in chanty to the poor. Having called Diirab to 
her presence, she went with a splendid retinue to meet him at 
the distance of one journey from the city ; and as soon as he 
approached, she jircsscd him to her bosom, and kissed his 
head and eyes with the fondest affection of a mother. Upon 
the first day of hajjpy omen, she relinquished in his favour the 
crown and the threnc, after having herself reigned tliirty-two 
ycais. 
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DAeAb. 

When Dilritb had, ascended the throne, he conducted the 
affairs of the kingdom with humaifity, justice, and benevolence ; 
and by these means secured the happiness of his people. He 
had no sooner commenced his reign, than he sent for the 
washerman and his wife, and enriched them by his gifts. 
“ But,” said he, “ I present to you this property on tliese 
conditions — you must not give up your occupation — you must 
go every day, as usual, to the river-side, and wash clothes ; for 
perhaps in process of time you may discover another box 
floating down the stream, containing another infant ! ” With 
these conditions the washerman complied. 

Some time afterwards the kingdom was invaded by an 
Arabian army, consisting of one hundred thousand men, and 
commanded by Shilib, a distinguished w^arrior. Dariib was 
engaged Avith this army three days and three nights, and on the 
fourth morning the battle terminated, in consequence of Shaib 
being slain. The booty was immense, and a vast number of 
Arabian horses fell into the hands of the victor ; which, 
together with the quantity of treasure captured, strcngtl;ened 
gi-eatly the resources of the state. The success of this* cam- 
paign cuabled Darab to extend his military operations ; and 
having put his army in order, he proceeded against Failakus 
(Philip of Macedou), then king of Riim, Avhom lie defeated 
Avith great loss. Many Avere put to the SAvord, and the women 
and children carried into captiAuty. Failakus himself took 
refuge in the fortress of Amur, from Avhciicc he sent an 
ambassador to Darab, saying, that if peace Av^as only granted 
to him, he would Avillingly consent to any terms that might be 
demanded. When the ambassador arrived, Darab said to him : 
‘‘If Failakus Avill bestoAV upon me his daughter, Xaliid, peace 
shall be instantly re-established betAveen us— I require no 
ot^er terms.” Failakils readily agreed, and sent NaM with 
nuiaerous splendid presents to the king of Persia, who espoused 
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her, and took her with him to his own country. It so happened 
that Nahid had an nffensive breath , which was extremely dis- 
agreeable to her husband, and in consequence he directed 
enquiries to be made everywhere for a reipedy. No placo was 
left unexplored ; at length •an herb of peculiar clTicacy and 
fragrance ^^as discovered, which never failed to remove the 
imperfection complained of ; aud it was accordingly administered 
with confident hopes of success. Nalnd was desire^ to wash 
her mouth with the infused herb, and in a few days her breath 
became balmy and pure. "When she found she was likely to 
become a mother she did not communicate the circumstance, 
but requested permission to pay a visit to her father. The 
request was granted ; aud on her arrival in Rum she vas 
deli\ercd of a sou. Failakiis had no male ofispring, and was 
overjetyed at this event, which he at once determined to keep 
miknown to Ddrab, publishing abroad that a son had been born 
in his bouse, and causing it to be understood that the child 
was his own. When the boy grew up, he was called Sikander ; 
and, like Rustem, became highly accomplished in all the arts of 
diplomacy and w ar. Failakiis i^laced him under Aristatalis, a 
sage of great reuoivii, and he .‘^oon equalled his master in 
learning and science. 

Dajab mamed another wife, by whom he had another son, 
named Dura ; and when the youth was twenty years of age, 
the father died. The period of Dtirab’s reign was thirty -four 
years. 


dAkA. 

Pdrd continued the government of the empire in the same 
spirit as his father ; claiming custom and tribute from the 
inferior rulers, with similar strictness and decision. After the 
death of Failakiis, Sikauder became the king of Riim ; ^aud 
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refusing to pay the demanded tribute to Persia, went to war 
with Dilrii, whom he killed in battle ; the particulars of these 
events will be presently shown. Failakus reigned twenty-four 
yeaA. 


STKANDER 

Failakus, before his death, placed the crown of sovereignty 
upon the head of Sikaridcr, and appointed Aristii, who was one 
of the disciples of the great Aflatiin, his vizir. He cautioned 
him to pursue the path of virtue and rectitude, and to 
from his lieart every feeling of vanity and pride ; above all he 
implored him to l>e just and merciful, and said : 

"Think not that thou art wise, but ignorant, 

And ever listen to advice and counsel ; 

Wo arc but du'^t, and from the dust created ; 

And what our lives but helplc'-'^ness and sonow 1 ” 

Sikander for a time attended faithfully to the instructions of 
his father, and to the counsel of Aristii, both in public, and 
private affairs. ’ 

Upon Sikandcr’s elevation to the throne, Dara sent an envoy 
to him to claim the customary tribute, but he received for 
answer : “ The time is past when Eiim acknowledged the supe- 
riority of Persia. It is now thy turn to pay tribute to Ilum. 
If my demand be refused, I will immediately invade thy domi- 
nions ; and think not that I shall be satisfied with the conquest 
of Persia alone, the whole world shall be mine ; therefore pre- 
pare for war.” Dard had no alternative, not even submission, 
and accordingly assembled his army, for Sikaiidcr was already 
ill full march against him. Upon the confines of Pei-sia both 
armies came in sight of each other, when Sikaiider, in the 
assumed character of an envoy, was resolved to ascertain “the 
cxu(ft condition of the enemy. "With tin's view he entered the 
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Persian camp, and Dard allowing the person whom he supposed 
an ambassador, to approach, enquired what message the Idng of 
Rum had sent to him. “ Hear me ! ” said the pretended envoy; 
“ Sikander has not invaded thy empire for ilie exclusive puiqDOse 
of fighting, but to know its Ifistory, its laws, and customs, from 
personal inspection. His object is to travel through the vhole 
world. Why then should ho make war upon thee ? Give him 
but a free passage through thy kingdom, and nothing; more is 
required. Houeverif it bo thy wish to proceed to hostilities, 
he apprehends nothing from the greatness of thy power.” Dtlni 
Was astonished at the majestic air and dignity of the envoy, 
never having witnessed his equal, and ho anxiously said : 

'• What is thy name, fiom whom art thou dcsccntlccl ? 

For that commanding front, that fearless ovc, 

Eespeaks illustiious birth. Ai t thou indeed 
Sikander, an horn my fancy would believe thee, 

So eloquent in speech, iii mien so noble ? ” 

•• Xo 1 ” said the envoy. ‘‘ no such rank is mine, 

Sikander holds among his numerous host 
Thousands superior to the humble slave 
Who stands before thee.* It is not for me 
To put upon mvself the air of kings, 

T o, ape their manners and their lofty state.” 

Uara could not help smiling, and ordered refreshments and 
wine k) be brought. He filled a cup and gave it to the envoy, 
who drank it off, but did not, according to custom, return the 
empty goblet to the cup-bearer. The cup-bearer demanded the 
Clip, and Dara asked the envoy why he did not give it back. 
“ It is the custom in my countiy,” said tlic envoy, ‘‘ when a 
cup is once given into an ambassador's hands, never to receive 
it back again.” Dura was still more amused by this explana- 
tion, and presented to him another cup, and successively four, 
which the envoy did not fail to appropriate severally in the 
same way. In the evening a feast was held, and Sikander 
partook of the delicious refreshments that had been prepared 
for him ; but in the midst of the entertainment one of the 
Iversons pr^nt recognised him, and immediately whispered*to 
l)M that his enemy was in his power. • 
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Sikander’s sharp and cautious eye now marked 
The changing scene, and up he sprang, but first 
Snatched the four cups, and rushing from the tent, 

Vaulted upon his horse, and rode away. 

So instantaneoii^ was the act, amazed 

The assembly rose, and presen^y a troop 

Was ordered in pursuit — but night, dark night, 

Baffied their search, and checked their eager speed. 

As soo^ as he reached his own army, he sent for Aristiltalis 
and his courtiers, and exultingly displayed to them the four 
golden cups. “ These,” said he, “ have I taken from my enemy, 
I have taken them from his own table, and before his own eyes. 
His strength and numbers too I have ascertained, and my suc- 
cess is certain.” No time was now lost in arrangements for the 
battle. The armies engaged, and they fought seven days with-, 
out a decisive blow being struck. On the eighth, Dara. was 
compelled to fly, and his legions, defeated and harassed, were 
pursued by the Rumis with great slaughter to the banks of the 
Euphrates. Sikandcr now returned to take possession of the 
capital. In the meantime Dard collected his scattered forces 
together, and again tried his fortune, but he was again defeated. 
After his second success, the conqueror devoted himself so 
zealously to QgmiiliaLe and ^^in the atlcctions of the people, that 
they soon cease9 to remember their former king with any degree 
of attachment to his interests. Sikander said to them : “ Persia 
indeed is my inheritance : I am no stranger to you, for I am 
myself descended from Darab ; you may therefore safely trust 
to my justice and paternal care, in everything that concerns 
your welfare.” The result was, that legion after legion united 
in his cause, and consolidated his power. 

When DarlL was informed of the universal disaffection of his 
army, he said to the remaining friends who were personally 
devoted to him : “ Alas ! my subjects have been (^lud ed by 
the artful dissimulation and skill of Sikander ; your next mis- 
fortune will be, the captivity of your wives and children. Yes, 
your wives and children will be made the slaves of the con- 
queuors.” A few troops, still faithful to their unfortunate 
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king, offered lo make another effort against the enemy, and 
Dilra was too grateful and too brave to discountenance their 
enthusiastic fidelity, though with such little chance of succesi 
A fragment of an army was consequently* brought into action, 
and the result was Avhat had*been anticipated. Dilri was again 
a fugitive ; and after the defeat, escaped with three hundred 
men into the neighbouring desert. Sikaiider captured his wife 
and family, but magnanimously restored them to the* unfortu- 
nate monarch, who, destitute of all further hope, now asked for 
a place of refuge in his own dominions, and for that he offered 
him all the huricd treasure of his ancestors. Sikander, in reply, 
invited him to his presence ; and promised to restore him to 
his throne, that lie might himself he enabled to pursue other 
tonquests ; but Dara refused to go, although advised by his 
nobles to accept the imitation. “ I am willing to put myself 
to death,” said he with emotion, ‘‘ but I cannot submit to this 
degradation. I cannot go before him, and thus personally ac- 
knowledge his authority over me.” Resolved upon this point, 
he VTote to Faiir,^ one of the sovereigns of Iiul, to request his 
assistance, and I’aiir recommended that he should pay him a 
visit for the purpose of concerting what measures should be 
adopted. This correspondence having come to the knowledge 
of SiT^ander, he took care that his enemy should be intercepted 
in whatever direction he might proceed. 

Dai’a had two ministers, named Mahiyiir and Jamusipdr, 
who, finding that according to the predictions of the astrologers 
their master would in a few days fall into the hands of Sikander, 
consulted together, and thought they had better put him to 
death themselves, in order they might get into favour uith 
Sikander. It was night, and the soldiers of the escort vere dis- 
persed at various distances, and the vizirs uerc stationed on 
each side of the king. As they tra\elled on, Jamiisipar took 

* Fa6r is probably Ponis The demand of Sikander and tlic answ^ of 
Fair correspond exactly with what is said of Alexander and Porua in European 
history. Firdausf, however, kilK Inin; but the Gieeks make him beogrue a 
friend of Alexander. 
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fin opportunity of plunging his dagger into Diira's side, and 
Mahiyar gave another blow, which felled the monarch to the 
ground. They immediately sent the tidings of this event to 
Sikander, who hastened to the spot, and the opening daylight 
presented to his view the woundec?king. 

Dismounting quickly, lie in sorrow placed 
The head of Dard, on his lap, and wept 
In bitterness of soul, to sec that form 
jil angdcd with ghastly wounds. 

Daril still breathed j and when he lifted up his eyes and 
beheld Sikandcr, he groaned deeply. Sikander said, “ Ilisc up, 
that we may convey thee to a place of safety, and apply the 
proper remedies to thy wouiuls.” — “ Alas ! ” reiilied Dura, ‘‘ tbu 
time for remedies is past. I leave thee to Heaven, and may thy 
reign give peace and happiness to tlie empire.” — '‘Never,” said 
Sikander, “ never did I desire to see thee thus mangled and 
fallen — never to witness this sight ! If the Almighty should 
spare thy life, thou shalt again be the monarch of Persia, and 
I will go from hence. On my mother s word, thou and I are 
sous of the same father. It is this brotherly affection which 
now wrings my heart ! ” Saying this, the tears chased each 
other down his checks in such abundance that they fell <ipon 
the face of Dilra. Again, be said, “ Tby murdcrcis shall meet 
with merited vengeance, they shall lie punished to the utter- 
most.” Diira blessed him, and said, “ Hy end is approaching, 
hut thy sweet discourse and consoling kindness have banished 
all my grief. I sliall now die vith a mind at rest. Weep no 
mc'ro — 


.My coiiisc ]& linialied, thnic is scaice begun ; 

But hear my dying wish, my last request : 
ricsciac tlie hoiiOLii of my faniifv, 

Piescrve it fiom disgiace. 1 have a daughter 
Dealer to me than life, her name is lloahung; 
Espoiiac lier, I beseech thee — and if Heaven 
bliould bless thee with a boy, 0 ! let his name be 
Isfendiyar, that he may propagate 
With zeal the sacred doctrines of Zerdusht, 
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The Zendavcsta, then my soul will be 
Happy m Heaven ; and he, at Ndu-riiz tide, 

Will also hold the festival I love, 

And at the altar lijjht the Holy Fire ; 

Nor will he cease Ins labour, till the ^aith 
Of Lohiiidsp be evcryjvhere accepted, 

And cvciywhcre believed the true religion.” 

Sikandcr promised that he would assuredly fulfil the wishes 
he had expressed, and then Daril placed the paki of his 
brother's hand on his mouth, and shortly afterwards expired. 
Sikander again wept bitterly, and then the body was placed on 
a golden couch, and he attended it in sorrow to the grave. 

After the burial of Diira, the two miuisbcrs, Jaraiisipar and 
Mahiyiii*, were brought near the tomb, and executed upon the 
iUiw. 

Just vengeance falls upon the guilty head, 

For they their generous monarch’s blood had shed. 

Sikandcr had now no rival to the throne of Persia, and he 
commenced his government under the most favourable auspices. 
He continued the same customs and oi’dinanccs whicli were 
handed down to hun, and retained every one in his established 
ranlj and occupation. He gladdened the heart by his justice 
and hberality. Keeping in mind his promise to Darii, he now 
wrote to the mother of Roshung, and communicating to her the 
‘dying solicitations of the king, requested her to send Roshung 
to him, that he might fulfil the last wish of his brother. The 
wife of Dara immediately complied with the command, and scut 
her daughter with various presents to Sikandcr, and she was on 
her arrival married to the conqueror, according to the customs 
aud laws of the empire. Sikander loved her exceedingly, and 
on her account remained some time in Persia, but he at length 
determined to proceed into Ind to conquer that country of 
enchanters and enchantment. 

On approaching Ind lie wrote to Kaid, summoning him to 
surrender his kingdom, and received from him the follovflng 
answer : “ I will certainly submit to tby authority, but I Jiavc 
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four things which no other person in the world possesses, and 
which I cannot relinquish. I have a daughter, beautiful as an 
jj^ngel of Paradise, a wise minister, a skilful physician, and a 
gqbkt of inestimable value ! Upon receiving this extra- 
ordinary reply, Sikander again addressed a letter to him, in 
which he pprftTpptxirily required all these things immediately. 
Kaid not daring to refuse, or make any attempt at evasion, 
reluctantly complied with the requisition. Sikander received 
the minister and the physician with great politeness and 
attention, and in the evening held a splendid feast, at which he 
espoused the beautiful daughter of Kaid, and taking the goblet 
from her hands, drank off the wine with which it was filled. 
After that, Kaid himself waited upon Sikander, and personally 
acknowledged his authority and dominion. 

Sikander then proceeded to claim the allegiance and homage 
of Faur, the king of Kanuj, and wrote to him to submit to his 
power ; but Faur returned a haughty answer, saying : 

“ Kaid Indi in a coward to obey thee, 

But I am Faiir, descended from a race 
Of matchless wairiors ; and shall I submit, 

And to a Gicck ' ” 

Sikander was highly incensed at this bold reply. The.force 
he had now wntli him amounted to eighty thousand men ; that 
is, thirty thousand Iranians, forty thousand Humis, and ten 
thousand Indls. Faur had sixty thousand horsemen, and two 
thousaud elephant^;. The troops of Sikander were greatly 
terrified at the sight of so many elephants, w’hich gave the 
enemy such a trcincndous superiority. Aristiitalis, and some 
other ingenious counsellors, were requested to consult together 
to contrive some means of counteracting the power of the war- 
elephants, and they suggested the construction of an iron 
horse, and the figure of a rider also of iron, to be placed upon 
K’hecls like a carriage, and drawn by a number of horses. A 
soliicr, clothed in iron armour, was to follow the vehicle— his 
hands and face besmeared with combustiDle matter, and this 
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soldier, armed with a long staff, was at an appointed Riglial, to 
pierce the belly of the horse and also of the rider, previously 
filled with combustibles, so that when the ignited point came ii? 
contact with them, the whole engine would make a tremeiAloiis 
explosion and blaze in the •air. Sikander approved of this 
invention, and collected all the blacksmiths and artizans in the 
conntiy to construct a thousand machines of this description 
with the utmost expedition, and as soon as they were completed, 
he prepared for action. Faiir too pushed foiward with his two 
thousand elephants in advance ; but when the Kanujians 
beheld such a formidable array they were surprised, and Faiir 
anxiously inquired from his s])ies what it could be. Upon 
being told that it was Sikaiidcr's artillery, his troops j^ushed 
the elephants against the enemy with vignur, at nhich moment 
the eombustililcs were fired by the Riimis, and the machinery 
exploding, many elephants were burnt and destroyed, and the 
remainder, uith the troops, fled in confusion. Sikander then 
encountered Faur, and after a severe contest, slew him, and 
became ruler of the kingdom of Kaiiiij. 

After the conquest of Kaniij. Sikander went to Mekka, carry- 
ing thither rich pre'^eiits and ofleringi?. From thence he pro- 
ceeded to another city, where he was received with great 
homa’Jrc by the most illustrious of the nation. JTe inquired of 
them if there was anything uonderful or extraordinary in their 
country, that he might go to sec it, and they replied that there 
were two trees in the kingdom, one a male, the other a female, 
from which a voice proceeded. 1'he male-tree spoke in the 
day, and the female-tree in the night, and whoever had a uish, 
went thither to have his desires accomplished. Sikander im- 
mediately repaired to the spot, and approaching it, he hoped in 
his heart that a considerable part of his life still remained to be 
enjoyed. Wlicn he came under the tree, a terrible sound arose 
and rung in his cars, and be asked the people present what it 
meant. The attendant priest said it implied that fouiteen 
years of his life still remained. Sikander, at this iutcrpretatmn 
of the prophetic sound, wept, and the burning tears ran down 
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his cheeks. Again he asked, “ Shall I return to Riim, and see 
my mother and children before I die ? ” and the answer was, 
“ Thou wilt die at Kashitn.* 

• • 

Nor mother, nor thy family at home 
Wilt thou behold again, for thou wilt die, 

Closing thy course of glory at Kashan.” 

Sikander left the place in sorrow, and pursued his way 
towards Rum. In his progress he arrived at another city, and 
the inhabitants gave him the most honourable welcome, repre- 
senting to him, however, that they were dreadfully afflicted by 
the presence of two demons or giants, who constantly assailed 
them in the night, devouring men and goats and whatever 
came in their way. Sikander asked their names ; and they, 
replied, Ydjiij and Mdjiij (Gog and Magog). He immediately 
ordered a barrier to be erected five hundred yards high, and 
three hundred yards wide, and when it was finished he went 
away. The giants, notwithstanding all their efforts, were un- 
able to scale this barrier, and in consequence the inhabitants 
pursued their occupations without the fear of molestation. 

To scenes of noble tlaiing still he turned 

Ills ardent spiiit — for he knew not fear. 

btill he led on his legions — and now came 

To a strange place, wheie countless numbers met 

His wondering view — countless inhabitants 

Crowding the city streets, .and neighbouring plains ; 

And m the distance piesently he saw 
A lofty mountain reaching to the stars. 

Onward proceeding, £Ct its foot he found 
A guardian-dragon, terrible in form. 

Ready with open jaws to crush his victim ; 

But unappalled, Sikander him beholding 
With steady eye, which scorned to turn a^idc. 

Sprang forward, and at once the monster slew. 

Ascending then the mountain, many a ridge, 

Oft resting on the way, he reached the summit, 

Where tKe dead corse of an old saint appeared 


i 

* Kash&u is here made to be the death-place of Alexander, whilst, according 
to the Greek historians, he died suddenly at Babylon, as foretold by the 
magicians, on the 21st April, B.C. 323, iii the 32ud year of his .ago. 


Z 
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Wrapt in his grave-clothes, and in gems imbedded. 

In gold and precious jewels glittering round, 

Seeming to show what man is, mortal man ! 

Wealth, worldly pomp, the baubles of ambition, 

All left behind, himself a heap of dust I 

None ever went u^xfli that mountain top^ 

But sought for knowledge ; and Sikander hoped 
When he had reached its cloudy eminence, 

To sec the visions of futurity 
Arise from that dcpai’ted, holy man 1 
And soon he lieaid a voice : “ Thy time is nigh 1 
Yet may I thy career on eaith unfold. 

It will be thine to conquer many a icalm, 

Win many a crown ; thou ^\llt have many friends 
And numerous foes, and thy devoted head 
Will be uplifted to the very heavens. 

Renowned and glorious shalt thou be ; thy name 
Immortal ; but, alas 1 thy time is nigh 1 ’’ 

At these prophetic words Sikander wept. 

And fi’om that ominous mountain hastened down. 

After that Sikander journeyed on to the city of Kashdn, 
where he fell sick, and in a few day!^, according to the oracle and 
the prophecy, expired. He had scarcely breathed his last, when 
Aristii, and Bihiiyas the physician, and his family, entered 
Kashdn, and found him dead. They heat their faces, and tore 
their hair, and mourned for him forty days. 


The remainder of the bhah ^sameli contains nothing striking 
either in a poetical or historical point of view, and indeed 
presents little more than an enumeration of the kings ^\ho 
reigned in Persia from the time of Sikander to that of Yesdjird, 
embracing among others, the names of Ardshir, Shalipui; 
Bahram Gor, Nusherviln, and Khosru Purvfz. 
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FIRDAUSrS INVOCATION. 

/Thee I invoke, J^he Lord of Life and Light! 

Beyond imagination pure and- bright ! 

To thee, siiflicing praise no tongue can give, 

We arc thy creatures, and in thee we live ! 

Thop art the summit, depth, the all in all, 

Creator, Guardian of this earthly ball ; 

AVhatcver is, thou art — Protector, King, 

From thee all goo J ness, truth, and mercy spring. 

0 pardon the misdeeds of him who now 
Bonds in thy presence with a suppliant brow. 

Teach him to tread the path thy Prophet trod ; 

To wash his heart from sin, to know his God ; 

And gently lead him to that home of rest, 

Where filled with holioht rapture dwell the blest. 

Saith not that book divine, from Ueaven supplied, 
“ Mustafa is the true, the unerring guide. 

The purest, greatest Prophet ! ” Next him came 
AVisc Abii Bilker, of unblemished name ; 

Then Omer taught the faith, unknow n to guile, 

And made the world with vernal freshness smile ; 
Then Othman brave tld imperial priesthood graced; 
All, led by him, the Prophet's faith embraced. 

Tlic fourth w'as Ah ; he, the spouse adored 
Of Fatima, then spread the saving word. 

Ali, of whom Mahomnied spoke elate, 

“ I am the city of knowledge — he my gate.” 

Ah the blest. Whoever shall recline 
A supplicant at his all-powerful shrine, 

I'hijoys both this life and the next ; in this. 

All earthly good, in that, eternal bliss ! 

• From records true my legends I rehearse, 
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And string the pearls of "wisdom in my ^'erse, 

That in the glimmering days of life’s decline, 

Its fruits, in wealth, and honour, may be mine. 

My verse, a structure pointing to the skies ; 

AVhose solid strength destroying time defies. 

All praise the noble work, save only those 
Of impious life, or base malignant foes ; 

All blest with learning read, and read again, 

The sovereign smiles, and thus approves my strain 
“ Richer by far, Firdausi, than a mine 
Of precious gems, is this bright lay of thine.” 
Centuries may pass away, but still my page 
AVill be the boast of each succeeding age. 

Praise, praise to Mdhmud, who of like renown, 
In battle or the banquet, fills the throne ; 

Lord of the realms of Chin and Hindustan, 
Sovereign and Lord of Persia and Tiiriln, 

AVith his loud voice he rends the flintiest car ; 

On land a tiger fierce, untouched by fear, 

And on the w^ave, he seems the crocodile 
*^l]at prow’ls amidst the waters of the Nile. 
Generous and brave, his equal is unknow ii ; 

In deeds of princely worth he stands alone. 

The infant in the cradle lisps his name ; 

The world exults in Mahmud’s spotless fame. 

In festive houre Heaven smiles upon his truth ; 

In combat deadly as the dragon’s tooth ; 

Bounteous in all things, his cxhanstless hand 
Diffuses blessings thi’ough the grateful land ; 

And, of the noblest thoughts and actions, lord ; 
The soul of Gabriel breathes in every word. 

May Heaven with added glory crown his days; 
Praise, praise to mighty Mabmiid — everlasting prai 
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FIRDAUSI’S SATIRE ON MlHMtlD. 

•Know, tyrant a.% thou art, this earthly state 
Is not eternal, but of transient date ; 

Fear God, then, and afflict not human-kind ; 

To merit Heaven, be thou to Heaven resigned. 

AflUpt not even the Ant ; though weak and small, 

It breathes and lives, and life is sweet to all. 

Knowing my temper, firm, and stern, and bold, 

Did’st thou not, tyrant, tremble to behold 

My sword blood- dropping ? Had’st thou not the sense 

To shrink from giving man like me offence ? 

What could impel tlice to an act so base? 

What, but to earn and prove thy own disgi*acc ? 

Why was I sentenced to be trod upon, 

And crushed to death by elephants ? By one 
Whose power I scorn ! Could’st thou presume that I 
Would be appalled by tlicc, whom I defy? 

I am the lion, I, inured to blood, 

And moke the impious and the base my food ; 

And I could grind thy limbs, and spread them far 
As Nile’s dark waters their rich treasures bear. 

Fear thee ! I fear not man, but God alone, 

I only bow to his Almighty throne. 

Inspired by Him my ready numbers flow; 

Guarded by Him I dread no earthly foe. 

Thus in the pride of song I pass my days. 

Offering to Heaven my gratitude and praise. 

From every trace of sense and feeling free, 

When thou art dead, what will become of thee ? 

If thou shouldst tear me limb from limb, and cast 
My dust and ashes to the angry blast, 

•Firdausi still would live, since on thy name, 

Miihmiid, I did not rest my hopes of fame 
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In the bright page of my heroic song, 

But on the God of Heaven, to whom belong 
Boundless thanksgivings, and on Him whose love 
Supports the Faithful i|4 the realms ^ove, 

The mighty Prophet ! none who e’er reposed 
On Him, existence without hope has closed. 

And thou would ’st hurl me underneath the trrtid 
Of the wild elephant, till I were dead ! 

Dead ! by that insult roused, I should become 
An elephant in power, and seal thy doom — 
Mahmud ! if fear of man hath never awed 
Thy heart, at least fear thy Creator, God. 

Full many a warrior of illustrious worth, 

Full many of humble, of imperial birth : 

Tiir, Selim, Jemshid, Minuchihr the brave. 

Have died ; for nothing had the power to save 
These mighty monarchs from the common doom ; 
They died, but blest in memory still they bloom. 
Thus kings too perish — none on earth remain, 
Since all things human seek the dust again. 

O, had thy father gi'accd a kingly throne, 

Thy mother been for royn] virtues known. 

A different fate the poet then had shared. 

Honours and wealth bad been his just reward ; 

But how remote from thee a glorious line ! 

No high, ennobling ancestry is tliinc; 

From a vile stock thy bold career began, 

A Blacksmith wms thy sire of Isfahan. 

Alas I from vice can goodness ever spring r 
Is mercy hoped for in a tyrant king? 

Can water wash the Ethiopian wdiite? 

Can we remove the darkness from the night? 

Tlie tree to which a bitter fruit is given, 

Would still be bitter in the bowers of Heaven ; 
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And a bad heart keeps on. its vicious course ; 

Or if it changes, changes for the worse ; 

Whilst streams of milk, where Eden’s flowrets blow, 
Acquire more Ifonied sweetness as they flow. 

The reckless king who grinds the poor like thee. 
Must ever be consigned to infamy ! 

Kow mark Firdausi’s strain, his Book of Kings 
Will ever soar upon triumphant wings. 

All who have listened to its various lore 
Rejoice, the wise grow wiser than before ; 

TTcrocs of other times, of ancient days, 

For ever flourish in my sounding lays ; 

Have I not sung of KiUis, Tiis, and Criw ; 

Of matchless Rustem, faithful, still, and true. 

Of the great Demon-binder, who could throw 
Ilis kamund to the Heavens, and seize his foe ! 

Of Husheng, Fcridiin, and Siim Suwar, 

Lohurasp, Kai-khosniu, and Isfendiyar; 

Gusht^sp, Arjiisp, and him of mighty name, 
Giidarz, with eighty sons of martial fame ! 

The toil of thirty years is now complete, 

Record sublime of many a warlike feat. 

Written midst toil and trouble, but the strain 
Awakens every heart, and will remain 
A lasting stimulus to glorious deeds; 

For even the bashful maid, who kindling reads. 
Becomes a warrior. Thirty years of care, 

Urged on by royal promise, did I bear. 

And noTN , deceived and scorned, the aged bard 
Is basely cheated of his pledged reward I 
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THE STOEY OF SOHKAB. 

• 

The following is the translation of the story of Sohrilb men- 
tioned in the Preface, and Abridged in the body of the Avorlc. 
It forms perhaps one of the most beautiful and interesting 
episodes in the ShAh Ndmeh. Had the poet been able to depict 
the nicer varieties of emotion and passion, the moi;c refined 
Avorkings of the mind under the influence of disappointment, 
love, and despair, the poem w’onld have been still more deserving 
of praise. But, as Dr. Johnson observes of Milton, he knew 
human nature only in the gross, and had never studied the 
shades of character, nor the combinations of concurring, or the 
jtbl-plcxity of contending passions ; ” yet is there much to 
admire. Sir 'William Jones had planned a tragedy of Sohnib, 
and intended to have, arranged it with a chorus of the Magi, or 
Fire-worshippers, but it w’as found unfinished at the time of his 
death. 

It may be here observed, that the rules of poetical transla- 
tion arc now pretty generally understood. Even in European 
• languages, which arc not essentially dissimilar in idiom and 
imagery, considerable latitude of expression is always allowed. 
Those who best know the peculiarities of the Persian wdll 
acknowledge how requisite it is to adopt a still greater freedom 
of intei-pretation in conveying Eastern notions into English 
verse. I have consequently paid more attention to sentiments 
than words, to ideas than expressions, avoiding all the repetitions 
and redundancies which could not be preseiwed with any degree 
of success ; for it \va8 incumbent upon me to keep in mind 
that I was writing a poem in English, and that English-Persian 
will no more do than Eiiglish-Greek. It was said of Dacier, 
respecting his translation of Plutarch, that “ his book was not 
found to be French-Greek. He had carefully followed that rule, 
which no translator ought to lose sight of, the great rule of 
humouring the genius, and maintaining the structure, of *liis 
loVii language.” , 
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soheAb. 

O YE, who dwell in Youth’s inviting bowers, 

Waste not, in Useless joy, your fleeting hours. 

But rather let the tears of sorrow roll, 

And sad reflexion fill the conscious soul. 

For many a jocund spring has passed away, 

Aifli many a flower has blossomed, to decay ; 

And human life, still hastening to a close, 

Finds in the worthless dust its last repose. 

Still the vain world abounds in strife and hate, 
xind sire and son provoke each other’s fate ; 

And kindred blood by kindred hands is shed. 

And vengeance sleeps not — dies not, with the dead. 

All nature fades — the garden’s treasures Ml, 

Young bud, and citron ripe — all perish, all. 

And now a talc of sorrow must be told, 

A tale of tears, derived from Miibid old. 

And thus remembered. — 

"With the dawn of day, 

Rustem arose, and wandering took his way, 

Armed for the chase, where sloping to the sky, 

Turiin’s lone wilds in sullen grandeur lie ; 

There, to dispel his melancholy mood, 

He urged his matchless steed through glen and wood. 
Flushed v ith the noble game which met his view. 

He starts the wild-ass o’er the glistening dew ; 

And, oft exulting, sees his quivering dart, 

Plunge through the glossy skin, and pierce the heart. — 
Tired of the sport, at length, he sought the shade, 
Which near a stream embowering trees displayed, 

And with his arrow’s point, a fire he raised, 

And thorns and grass before him quickly blazed. 

The severed parts upon a bough he cast, 

To catch the flames ; and when the rich repast 
Was drest; with flesh and marrow, savoiy food, 
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He quelled his hunger ; and the sparkling flood 
That murmured at his feet, his thirst represt ; 

Then gentle sleep composed his limbs to rest. 

Meanwhile his horse, fo^r speed and form renown’d, 
Ranged o’er the plain with flo^very herbage crown’d, 
Encumbering arms no more his sides opprest, 

No folding mail confined his ample chest,* 

Gallant and free, he left the Champion’s side, 

And cropp’d the mead, or sought the cooling tide ; 

When lo ! it chanced amid that woodland chase, 

A hand of horsemen, rambling near the place, 

Saw, with surprise, superior game astray, 

^ And rushed at once to seize tlie noble prey ; 

But, in the imminent struggle, two beneath 
Ilis steel-clad hoofs received the stroke of death ; 

One proved a sterner fate — for downward borne,* 

The mangled head was from the shoulders torn. 

Still undismayed, again they nimbly sprung, 

And round his neck the noose entangling flung : 

Now, all in vain, he spurns the smoking ground. 

In vain the tumult echoes all around ; 

"fkey bear him off, and view, with ardent eyes. 

His matchless beauty and majestic size ; 

Then soothe his fury, anxious to obtain, 

A bounding steed of his immortal strain. 

When Rustem woke, and miss’d his favorite horse. 

The loved companion of his glorious course ; 

Sorrowing lie rose, and, hastening thence, began 
To shape his dubious way to Samengiln ; 

Reduced to journey thus, alone ! ” he said. 

How pierce the gloom which thickens round my head ; 

“ Burthen’d, on foot, a dreary waste in view. 

Where shall I bend my steps, what path pursue ? 

The atiTiOur called BargUBtnwau alroo^ covered the horse, and yan 
illy made of leather and fult-cloth. 
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“.The scoffing Tiirks -will cry, * Behold our might ! 

“ ‘ Wo won the trophy from the Champion-knight ! 

“ ‘ From him who, reckless of hi» fame and pride, 

“ ‘ Thus idly s*lcpt, and thug ignobly died.’ ” 

Girding his loins he gathered from the field, 

His quivered stores, his beamy sword and shield. 
Harness and saddle-gear were o’er him slung, 

Bfidlc and mail across his shoulders hung.* 

Then looking round, with anxious eye, to meet. 

The broad impression of his charger’s feet,t 
The track he hail’d, and following, onward prest. 
While grief and hoi)C alternate filled his breast. 

O’er vale and wild-wood led, he soon descries, 
’’J'ho regal city’s shining turrets rise. 

And when the Champion’s near approach is known. 
The fisual homage waits him to the throne. 

The king, on foot, received his welcome guest 
With proffered friendship, and his coming blest : 
But Rustem frowned, and with resentment fired, 
Spoke of his wrongs, the plundered steed required. 

“ I’ve traced his footsteps to your royal town, 

“ Here must he be, protected by your crowm ; 

“ But if retained, if not from fetters freed, 

“ My vengeance shall o’ertake the felon-deed.’’ 


* In this hunting excursion lie is completely armed, being supplied with 
spear, sword, shield, mace, bow and arrows. Like the kiiight-errants of 
after times, he seldom e^en slept unarmed. Single comliat and the romantic 
enterprises of European Chivalry may indeed be traced to the East. Rustem 
was a most illustrious example of all that is pious, disinterested, and heroic. 
The adventure now desciibing is highly ch.iracteristic of a chivalrous age. In 
the Lisseitation prefixed to Richardson’s Dictionary, mention is made of a 
famous Aiabiau Kiiight-crrant called AbuMahomraud Albatal, “ who wandered 
cveiy where in quest of advcntiucs, and redressing grici ances. He w'as killed 
in the year 733,” 

t Sec the Story of the Horse in Zadig, which is doubtless of Oriental origin. 
1% the upper pai-ts of Hindustan, it is said that the people are exceedingly 
expert in di«covcring robbers by tracing the marks of their horses’ feet. These 
mounted robbers are called Kussaks. The Russian Cossark is probably 
derived from the same word. 
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“ My honored guest ! ” the wondering King replied, — 

“ Shall Rustem’s wants or wishes be denied ? 

“ But let not anger^^ headlong, fierce, and blind, 

O’ercloud the virtues of a generous mind. 

If still within the limits of my reign, 

“ The well known courser shall be thine again ; 

‘‘ For Rakush never can remain concealed, 

“ No more than Rustem in the battle-field! 

Then cease to nourish useless rage, and share 
“ 'With joyous heart niy hospitable fare.” 

The son of Zal now felt his wrath subdued, 

And glad sensations in his soul renewed. 

The ready herald by the King’s command, 

‘ Convened the Chiefs and Warriors of the land ; * 

And soon the banquet social glee restored, 

And China wine-cups glittered on the board ; ♦ 

And cheerful song, and music’s magic power, 

And sparkling wine, beguiled the festive hour.f 
Q'lic dulcet drauglits o’er Rustem’s senses stole, 

And melting strains absorbed his softened soul. 

But when approached the period of repose, 

All, prompt and mindful, from the banquet rose ; 

A couch was spread well -worthy such a gu^st, 

Perfumed with rose and musk; and ^Yh^B. at rest, 

In deep sound sleep, the wearied Chan pion lay. 

Forgot were all the sorrows of the way. 

One watch bad passed, and still sweet slumber shed 
Its magic power around the hero’s head — 

* T1)ii3 Alcinous convenes tlic chiefs of Phreacia in honour of Ulysses, 
t The onijiiial gives to tlie singers black eves and checks like loses. These 
women are gciicialU known hy tlic term LQIiaii, peihaps lefeuing to their 
beauty, as Lulh signifies a jicurl, a gern, a jewel ; though LCilCi is also the 
name of a people or tribe of Pcisia. 

Thus Ilahz : 

“Oh, these wanton dainscU, flattcrer=i, and distuibora of the city." • 

Tlie guests drank “grief-remaking wine.” The Nepenthe of Horner^— 
Odyssey, iv. 221. 
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When forth Tahmineh came, — a damsel held 
An amber taper, which the gloom dispelled, 

And near his pillow stood ; in beanty bright, 

* The monarch’s*daughtcr struck his wondering sight. 
Clear as the moon, in glowing charms arrayed, 

Her winning eyes the light of heaven displayed ; 

Her cypress form entranced the gazer’s vie\v,* 

Her waving curls, the heart, resistless, drew. 

Her eye-brows like the Archer’s bended bow ; 

Her ringlets, snares ; her cheek, the rose’s glow,! 
Mixed with the lily, — from her ear-tips hung 
llings rich and glittering, star-like ; and her tongue, 
And lips, all sugared sweetness — pearls the while 
Sparkled within a mouth formed to beguile. 

Her presence dimmed the stars, and breathing round 
Fragrance and joy, she scarcely touched the ground, ^ 
So light her step, so graceful — every part 
Perfect, and suited to her spotless heart. 

Rustem, surprised, the gentle maid addressed, 

And asked A\hat lovely stranger broke his rest. 

What is thy name,” he said, — what dost thou seek 
“ Amidst the gloom of niglit ? Fair vision speak ! ” ^ 
“ 0 thou,” she softly sigh’d, “ of matchless fame ! 

“ With pity hear, Tahmineh is my name ! 


* Theocritus in IJylliura, xviii. 30, compares Helen to the Cvpre&s, but 
wUli us, the C)i)rcss is unifoimly consecrated to sorrow, amongst the Asiatics 
to joy and gladness 

t “ i'lusnanng liuglets.” Thus Shakspeare ; 

Hell* m her liaii*s, 

The painter plays the Sindcv— and hath o^ on 
A golden mesh to oiitiap the lieaits of men, 

Fa<3U'r than gnats in cobwebs . liut her eyes I 

MhitcuANT or Venice, in , 2 

J Beauty and fiagrancc are amongst the poets inseparable. The Persians 
c\(^cd even the Greeks in their love of perfume, though Anacreon thought 
it so indispensable a part of beauty, that in diiecting the Rhodun Arti'it to 
paiii^ the uiibtiess of his hc.ait, he uislicscvcu her fi.igiaiic ' to be pourtrayed. 
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“ The pangs of love my anxious heart employ, 

“ And flattering promise loftg-expected joy ; 

“No curious eye has yet these features seen, 

“ 3ily voice unheard, beyond the sacreci screen.* 

“ How often have I listeifod with amaze, 

“ To thy great deeds, enamoured of thy praise ; 

“ How oft from every tongue I’ve heard the strain, 

And thought of thee — and sighed, and sighed again. 

“ The ravenous eagle, hovering o’er his prey, 

“ Starts at thy gleaming sword and flies away : 

“ Thou art the slayer of the Demon brood, 

“ And the fierce monsters of the echoing wood. 

AVhere’er thy mace is seen, shrink back the bold, 
c . Thy javelin’s flash all tremble to behold. 

“ Enchanted with the stories of thy lame, 

“ My fluttering heart responded to thy name ; 

“ And whilst their magic influence I felt, 

“ In prayer for thee devotedly I knelt ; 

And fervent vowed, thus powerful glory charms. 

No other spouse should bless my longing arms.f 

* its a proof of her innocence Tahmineli declares to Rustem, “No person 
has evdl seen me out of my private chambci, or even heard the sound of my 
voice.” It 18 hut just to remark, that the seclusion in uhich \Aomen of lank 
continue in Persia, and other jiads of the Ea^-t, is not, by them, considered 
intolerable, or even a haulship Cufctum Jias not only rendered it familiar, 
but happy. It has nothing of the unprohtable seventy of the cloister. The 
Zenanas aie supplied vith every thing that can jdcase and gratify a icasonable 
wish, and it is \sell known that the \\oincn of the ca^t have influence and 
power, nioie flattciing and solid, than the free uusecliulcd beauties of tlie 
western w'orld. 

■f Distinguished ^aloui and achievements in war liave always commanded 
admiration, and thcie aie inan> instances m winch wuiiieii have, like 
Tahmineli, fallen in love with a heio’.s gloiy Josc‘]ihiis lias leroided that 
the king’s daughter beti.ned the city of Sat a, in Ethiopia, into tlie hands of 
Moses, having bv.come enamoured of him by ceing from the walls the Milour 
and bravery which he displayed at the head of the 1‘lgyptian army Di-lo was 
won by the celebiilv of diiitas. Ivotzebue has diawn Elvira enamoiiicd of tlie 
fame and glory of Pizairo. Her pa .smn is described with gn at '“tiength and 
feeling. When at last she di.^co\er3 the fa^agc, the mcicile s dispo-itioii'of 
the conqueror, she thus adcfi esses him. “Thinkost thou that 7n^ love w'lll 
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“ Indulgent heaven propitious to my prayer, 

‘^Now brings thee hithef to reward my care. 

“ Turiln’s dominions thou hast sought, alone, 

“ By night, iij darkness— thou, the mighty one ! 

“ 0 elaim my hand, and grant my soul’s desire ; 

Ask me in marriage of my royal sire ; 

“ Perhaps a boy our wedded love may crown, 

“Whose strength like thine may gain the Avorld’s renown. 

“ Nay more — for Sameiigan will keep my word, — 

“ Rakush to thee again shall be restored.” 

The damsel thus her ardent thought ex])ressed, 

And Rustem’s heart beat joyous in his breast, 

Hearing her passion — not a word was lost, 

And Rakush safe, by him still valued most ; 

He called her near ; with graceful step she came, 

And marked with throbbing pulse liis kindled flame. 

And now a Miibid, from the Champion -knight, 

Requests the royal sanction to the rite ; * 

O’er joyed, the king the honoured suit approves, 

O’er joyed to bless the doting child he loves, 

And happier still, in showering smiles arouni^ i 

To be allied to warrior so renowned. • 

Burvive thy f.amc No ' t?iy gloiy is my idol ' I now find tlice a deception, 
and Elvira is lost to thee for cvei ! ” 

The lovely Dcsdeinona affords aiiotlier instance 

0th Her fatlici loM'd nn' , oft lU'il me ; 
still questioned JMc the stui v of luy lile, 

Fioiu jCiii to yt\u , the battles, sieges, loituiies, 

That I had jassed 

1 laii it thumgh e\>.ii liom ui\ boyish d:ns, 

Wheiciii I sjiokc of most disiistious chances, 

01 imn iiig .iccidentb by Hood .ind Held 

She M .‘-lied she had not hcaid it . yet she \Mhhed, 

That hea\cn had made liei such a man , she thanked mo : 

She lo\ed me loi the d.ingeis I had passed , 

And 1 lo\ ed her that she did pity them Ouilllo, act i se 3. 

* The maniagc ceieniony was peiforiucd conformably to the lay\s of the 
couutiy. Thcic nothing of, 

• Coiijiigium Yocat . hoc piictcxit iionnnc culpam. 

\ inOiL, .En. IV. 172. 
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When the delighted father,^oubly blest^ 

Resigned his daughter to his glorious guests 
The people shared the gladness which it gave, 

The union of the beauteoijs and the brave. 

To grace their nuptial day — ^both old and young, 

The lijm eneal g ratulations sung : 

“ May this young moon bring happiness and joy, 

“ And every source of enmity destroy.” 

The marriage-boAver received the happy pair. 

And love and transport shoAver’d their blessings there. 

Ere from his lofty sphere the morn had thrown 
His glittering radiance, and in splendour shone. 

The mindful Champion, from his sinewy arm. 

His bracelet dreAv, the soul-ennobling charm ; 

And, as he held the wondrous gift Avitli pride, 

He thus address’d his love-devoted bride ! 

Take this,” he said, “and if, by gracious heaven, 

“ A daughter for thy solace should be giA^en, 

“ liOt it among her ringlets be displayed, 

“ And joy and honour Avill aAvait the maid ; 

“ But i^ould kind fate increase the nuptial-joy, 

’’^And make thee mother of a blooming boy, 

“ Around his arm this magic bracelet bind, 

“ To fire AAuth virtuous deeds his ripening mind ; 

“ The strength of Sam Avill nerve his manly form, 

“ In temper mild, in valour like the storm ; 

“ His not the^a^ard fiite to shrink, or turn 
“ From Avhere the lions of the battle bum ; 

“ To him the soaring eagle from the sky 
“ W ill stoop, the bravest yield to him, or fly ; 

“ Thus shall his bright career imperious claim 
“ The Avcll-Avon honours of immortal fame I ” 

Ardent he said, and kissed her eyes and face. 

And lingering held her in a fond embrace. 

When the bright sun liis radiant brow displayed. 
And earth in all its loveliest hues arrayed, 
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The Champion rose to leave his spouse’s side, 

The warm affections of his Veeping bride. 

For her, too soon the winged moments flew, 

•Too soon, alas ! Jbhe parting hour she kncAV ; 

Clasped in his arms, with mstny a streaming tear. 

She tried, in vain, to win his deafen’d ear ; 

Still tried, ah fruitless struggle ! to impart, 

The^swclling anguish of her bursting heart. 

The father now with gratulations due 
Rustem approaches, and displays to view 
The flery war-horse, — welcome as the light 
Of heaven, to one immersed in deepest night ; 

The Champion, wild with joy, fits on the rein, 

And girds the saddle on his back again ; 

Then mounts, and leaving sire and wife behind. 

Onward to Sistan rushes like the wind. 

But when returned to Zabul’s friendly shade. 

None knew what joys the Warrior had delayed ; 

Still, fond remembrance, with endearing thought, 

Oft to his mind the scene of rapture brought."' 

When nine slow-circling months had roll’d away. 
Sweet-smiling pleasure hailed the brightening day — 

- A wondrous boy Tahminch’s tears supprest. 

And lull’d the sorrows of her heart to rest ; 

To him, predestined to be great and brave. 

The name Sohnib his tender mother gave ; 

And as he gre^v, amazed, the gathering throng, 

View’d his large limbs, his sinews film and strong ; 

His infant years no soft endearment claimed : 

Athletic sports his eager soul inflamed ; 

Broad at the chest and taper round the loins, 

Where to the rising h^ the body joins ; 

Hunter and wrestler and so great his speed, 

He could o’ertake, and hold the swiftest steed. 

• 

* In the Argonautics of Appollonius ElioJius, the tender parting of Jason 
and Hypaipyle, is very similar to that of Rustem and tahiuineh. 


A A 
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His noble aspect, and majestic grace, 

Betrayed the offspring of a glorious race. 

How, with a mother’s ever anxious love, 

Still to retain him near Jicr heart she'strove ! 

For when the father’s fond inquiry came. 

Cautious, she still concealed his birth and name. 

And feign’d a daugliter born, the evil fraught 
With misery to avert — but vain the thought ; 

Not many years had passed, with downy flight, 

Ere he, Tahmiuch’s wonder and delight, 

With glistening eye, and youthful ardour warm, 
Filled her foreboding bosom with alarm. 

“ 0 now relieve my heart ! ” he said, declare, 

** From whom I sprang and breathe the vital air. 

“ Since, from my childhood I ha^'e ever been, 

“ Amidst my play-mates of sui’Kirior mien ; 

“ Should friend or foe demand my father’s name, 

‘‘ Let not my silence testify my shame ! 

“ If still concealed, youJhJjter, still delay, 

“ A mother’s blood sliall wash tlic crime away.” 

** This wrath forego,*’ the mother answering cried, 
V “ And joyful hear to whom thou art allied. 

“ A glorious line precedes thy destined birth, 

“ The mightiest heroes of the sons of cartli. 

“ The deeds of Sam reiiKitest realms admire. 

And Zal, and Rustem thy illustrious sire ! ” 

In private, then, she Rustem’s letter placed 
Before his view, and brought with eager haste 
Three sparkling rubies, wedges three of gold, 

From Persia sent — “ Behold,” she said, “ behold 
“ Thy father’s gifts, will these thy doubts remove 
“ The costl y pledg es of paternal love ! 

“ Behold this Ijracelet charm, of sovereign power 
To baffle fate in danger’s awful hour ; 

“ But thou must still the perilous secret keep, 

" Nor ask the harvest of renown to rcaj) ; 
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“ For i^hen, by this peculiar ^igg et known, 

T?hy glorious father shall demand his .son, 

“ Doomed from her only joy in life to part, 

0 think what pangs will rcrd thy mother’s heart ! — 

“ Seek not the fame which only teems with woe ; 

** Afrasiyab is Rustem’s deadliest foe ! 

“ And if by him discovered, him I dread, 

“ Revenge will fall upon thy guiltless head.” 

The youth replied : “ In vain thy sighs and tears, 

“ The secret breathes and mocks thy idle fears. 

“ No human power can fate’s decrees control, 

“ Or check the kindled ardour of my soul. 

“ Then why from me the bursting truth conceal ? 

“ My father’s foes even now my vengeance feel ; 

“ Even now in wrath my native legions rise, 

“ And sounds of desolation strike the skies ; 

“ Kalis himself, hurled from his ivory throne, 

Shall yield to Rustem the imperial crown, 

** And thou, my mother, still in triumph seen, 

‘‘ Of lovely Persia hailed the honoured queen I 
“ Then shall Tiiraii unite beneath my hand, 

“ And drive this proud oppressor from the land ! 

“ Father and Son, in virtuous league combined, 

“ No savage despot shall enslave mankind ; 

“ When Sun and Moon o’er heaven refulgent blaze, 

“ Shall little Stars obtrude their feeble rays ? * 

* Id Percy's Collection, llicre is an old song whicli contains a similar iilca. 

Yon meaner l)eautics of tlic night, 

Tliat poorly satisfie oui eics. 

More by your number, than your light ; 

You common peopile of the skies, 

What arc you when the Moon ahull rise ’ 

ba Henut Wotton. 


Tli^'.v Tucretius, epenking of Epicurus. 

Qui genus huinanuin ingenio snperavit, et omnets 
Froiatiuxii, siellos exortus uti atlicr.uh Sol. 

De Rer. Nat. 111 . 1056 . 

A A 2 



360 


THE SHAH NAMEH. 


He paused, and then ; ‘‘ 0 mother, I must now ^ 

“ My father seek, and see his lofty brow ; 

“ Be mine a horse, such as a prince demands, 

“ Fit for the dusty field, ^ warrior’s hands; 

“ Strong as an elephant his form should be, 

“ And chested like the stag, in motion free, 

“ And swift as bird, or fish ; it would disgrace 
“ A warrior bold on foot to show his face.” 

The mother, seeing how his heart was bent, 

His day- star rising in the firmament. 

Commands the stables to be searched to find 
Among the steeds one suited to his mind ; 

Pressing their backs he tries their strength and nerve, 
Bent double to the ground their bellies curve ; 

Not one, from neighbouring plain and mountain brought, 
Equals the wish with which his soul is fraught ; 

Fruitless on every side he anxious turns. 

Fruitless, his brain ■^^ith wild impatience burns. 

But when at leng-tli they bring the destined steed. 

From Rakush bred, of lightning’s winged speed, 

Fleet, as the arrow from the bow-string flies, 

*JFleet, as the eagle darting through the skies, 

Rejoiced he sjorings, and, with a nimble bound. 

V aults in his seat, and wheels the courser round ; 

With such a horse — thus mounted, what remains ? 
Kiius, the Pcreiaii King, no longer reigns I ” 

High flushed he speaks — with youthful pride elate. 

Eager to crush the Monarch’s glittering state ; 

He grasps his ja^'elin with a hero’s might, 

And pants W’ith ardour for the field of fight. 

Soon o’er the realm his fame expanding spread, 

And gathering thousands hasten’d to his aid. 

His Grand-sire, pleased, beheld the Avarrior- train 
Successive throng and darken all the plain ; 

And bounteously his treasures he supplied, 

Camels, and steeds, and gold, — In martial pride, 
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Sohr^b was scon — a Grecian helmet graced 
His brow — and costliest mail his limbs embraced. 

Afriisiyab now hears with ardent joy, 

.The bold ambition of the warrior-boy, 

Of him who, perfumed with ?hc milky breath 
Of infancy, was threatening war and death. 

And bursting sudden from his mother's side, 

Ha(J launched his bark upon the perilous tide. 

The insidious King sees well the tempting hour, 
Favouring his arms against the Persian power, 

And thence, in haste, the enterprise to share, 

Twelve thousand veterans selects with care ; 

To Human and Barman the charge consigns, 

And thus his force with Samengjin combines ; 

But treacherous first his martial chiefs he prest. 

To keep the secret fast within their breast : — 

“ For this bold youth must not his father know. 

Each must Qpnfront the other as his foe, — 

“ Such is my vengeance ! With unhallowed rage, 

“ f’athcr and Son shall dreadful battle wage ! 

Unknown the youth shall Rustem’s force withstand, 
“ And soon o’cruhclm the j^nlwark of the land. 

“ Rustem removed, the Pci’siaii throne is ours, 

“ All easy conquest to confederate pmvers ; 

“ And then, secured by some propitious snare, 

“ .Sohnib himself our galling bonds shall wear. 

“ Or should the J^on by Rustem’s falchion bleed, 

“ The father’s horror at that fatal deed, 

“ Will rend his soul, and 'midst his sacred grief, 

** Kiiiis in vain will supplicate relief.” 

The tutored chiefs atlvaiice with speed, and bring 
Imperial presents to the future king;* 


* Amongst the nations of the East, nothing can be done witliout presents 
bct\tccn the i)aitics, ^\hcthel’ the negoti.xiion be of a political, commorcial, oi 
of a domestic nature. Homer r peaks of presents, but they arc only praiTcied 
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In stately pomp the embassy proceeds ; 

Ten loaded camels, ten unrivalled steeds, 

A golden crown, and throne, whose jewels bright 
Gleam in the sun, and shed a sparkling light. 

A letter too the crafty tyrant sends, 

And fraudful thus the glorious aim commends. — 

“ If Persia’s spoils invite thee to the field, 

“ Accept the aid my conquering legions yield ; 

“ Led by two Chiefs of valour and renown, 

** Upon thy head to place the kingly crown.” 

Elate with promised fame, the youth surveys 
The regal vest, the throne’s irmdiant blaze, 

The golden crown, the steeds, the sumptuous load 
Of ten strong camels, craftily bestowed ; 

Salutes the Chiefs, and views on every side. 

The lengthening ranks with various arms supplied. 

The march begins — the brazen drums resound,* 

His moviug thousands hide the trembling ground • 

For Persia’s verdant land he wdclds the spear, 

And blood and havoc mark his groaning rear.f 
To check the Invader’s horror-spreading course, 

'^The barrier-fort opposed unequal ibree ; 

That fort whose walls, extending witlc, contained 
The stay of Pereia, men to battle trained. 

coTiditioiinlly, as in the Iliad, where Ulysses and Ajax endeavour to concilinto 
Achilles. 

T^n w< ij'lity talents of tlio i»iiipst 
AtmI twice ten >nsps of rerulRejit mould; 

T«el\e ‘>t(i'<ls niim.'iO lied lu Jlectnes'i and in foico, 

And htill Mctmions in llu- dusty couise, 

All these, to buy liis fiitndslui*, shall he paid. 

Tope, II md, ix. 122 

I>ut in the East, the presents precede the negotiation. 

* Kus is a tymkal, or large brass drum, which is beat in the palaces or 
camp*' of Eastern Princes. 

t It appears throughout the Shah Nanieh that whenever any army was put 
in motion, the inliabitants and the* country, whether hostile or friendly, were 
equally given up to plunder and dev.a.station. « 

“Every thing iu their pi ogress was burnt and destroyed.' 
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Soon as Hujir the dusky crowd descried, 

Hron his own presumptuous arm relied, 

And left the fort ; in mail with shield and spear, 

•Vaunting he spoke,— What hostile force is here ? 

“ What Chieftain dares our war-like realms invade ? ” 

“ And who art thou ? ” Sohrab indignant said, 

Rushing towards him with undaunted look — 

“ H^st thou, audacious ! nerve and soul to brook 
“ The crocodile in fight, that to the strife 
“ Singly thou comest, reckless of thy life ? ” 

To this this foe replied — “ A Turk and I 
“ Have never yet been bound in friendly tie ; 

“ And soon thy head shall, severed by my sword, 

“ Gladden the sight of Persia’s mighty lord, 

“ While thy torn limbs to vultures shall be given, 

“ Orideach Ijeneath the parching blast of heaven.” 

The youthful hero laughing hears the boast,* 

And now by each continual spears are tost, 

Mingling together ; like a flood of fire 
The boaster meets his adversary’s ire ; 

The horse on which he rides, witli thundering pace, 

Seems like a mountuin moving from its base ; f 
Sternly he seeks the stripling’s loins to wound. 

But the lance hurtlcss drops upon the ground ; 

Sohrab, advancing, hui-ls his steady spear 
Full on the middle of tlie vain Hujir, 

Who staggem in his seat. With proud disdain 
The yttuth now flings him headlong on the plain, 

• The circTimsUiices in Sohriili’s first cni’ounter somewliat reseinlile the 
first engagement of young Ascanius with the hoastei Niimanus, Virgil, ^n. ix. 
692. 

t The simile of a moving mountain occurs in the Iliad. Hector with his 
white plumes, is compared to a moving mountain topt \n ilh snow. Book xiii. 
754. But Virgil has added considerably to this image. The Trojan hero 
moves tow.ards Tumus. 

Qiuintus Atlios, nut quaiitus ErjTc, nut ijvsc rni uscis 
guinii ficinit iliriluH, iiunutiis, •x.au<1et(|iic iii\.ili 
• Vciiicc BO adtullciis p.itci A]iik.‘iiiuuu 8 ad auias. iCn. xii. 701. 
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And quick dismounting, on his heaving breast 
Triumi)hant si,ands, his Khnnjer firmly prest, 

To strike the head off, — but the blow was stayed — 
Trembling, for life, the <yaven boaster prayed. 

That mercy granted eased his coward mind, 

Tliongh, dire disgrace, in captive bonds confined, 
And sent to Hiimiln, who amazed beheld 
How soon Sohnib his daring soul had quelled. 

AVhen Giird-afrid, a peerless warrior-dame, 

Heard of the conflict, and the hero’s shame. 

Groans heaved her In-east, and tears of anger flowed, 
Her tulip cheek with deeper crimson glowed ; 
Speedful, in arms magnificent arrayed, 

A foaming palfrey bore the martial maid ; 

The burnished mail her tender limhs embraced, 
Beneath her helm her clustering locks she placed ; * 
Eoised in her hand an iron javelin gleamed, 

And o’er the ground its sparkling lustre streamed ; 
Accoutred thus in manly guise, no eye 
However piercing could Jier sox descry ; 

Xow, like a lion, from the fort she bends, 

•,^\.nd ’midst the foe impetiionsly descends ; 

Fearless of soul, demands with haughty tone, 

The bravest chief, for Avar-like valour known. 

To try the chance of fight. In shining arms, 

Again Sohrab the glow’ of battle ^\'arras ; 

With scornrul smiles, “Another deer ! ” he cries, 

“ Come to my victor-toils, another prize ! ” 


Tims liifl in arms, sLc seemed a poodly knight, 

-And fit for any warlike exercise j 
Ijut vhen shejiat Jay down her armour bright, 

And back lehiiiiic her peaceful maiden’s guise ; 

The fairest maid slie was that ever yet, 

Prison’d her locks within a golden net, 

Or let them waiing hang, -with loscs fair beset. 

Fletcher’s Pui-ple Island, Cant. x. 



THE SH^H NAMEH. 


361 


The damsel saw his noose insidious spread, 

Affd soon her arrows whizzed around his head ; 

With steady skill the tw^jjgjg^ bow she drew, 

And still her pointed (iarts unending flew ; 

For when in forest sports slie touched the string, 
Never escaped even bird upon the wing ; 

Furious he burned, and high his buckler held, 

To, ward the storm, by growing force impell’d ; 

And tilted forward with augmented wrath. 

But Giird-afrid aspires to cross his path ; 

Now o’er her back the slacken’d bow resounds ; 

She grasps her lance, her goaded courser bounds, 
Driven on the youth Avith persevering might — 
Unconquer’d courage still prolongs the fight ; 

The stripling Chief shields oif the threaten’d blow, 
Reins in his steed, then rushes on the foe ; 

With outstretch’d arm, he bending backwards hung. 
And, gathering strength, his pointed javelin flung ; 
Firm through her girdle belt the weapon w’ent. 

And glancing down the iwlish’d armour rent. 
Staggering, and stunned by his superior force, 

She almost tumhlcd from her foaming horse, 

Yet unsubdued, she cut the spear in two, 

And from her side the quivering fragment drew, 
Then gain’d her scat, and onward urged her steed, 
But strong and fleet Sohnlb arrests her speed : 
Strikes off her helm, and sees — a woman’s face. 
Radiant with blushes and commanding grace ! 

Thus undeceived, in admiration lost. 

He cries, “ A woman, from the Persian hoit ! 

“ If Persian damsels thus in arms engage, 

“ AVho shall repel their w^arrior’s fiercer rage ? 

Then from his snfldle tl^yncr — his noose he drew. 
And round her waist the twisted loop he threw, — 

“ Now seek not to escape,” he sharply said, 

“ Such is the fate of war, unthinking maid ! 
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“ And, as such beauty seldom swells our pride, 

“ Vain thy attempt to cast my toils aside.” 

In this extreme, but one resource remained, 
Only one remedy her hope sustained, — 

Expert in wiles each siren-art she knew. 

And thence exposed her blooming face to view ; 
Raising her full black orbs, serenely bright. 

In all her charms she blazed before his sight 


* Gurd-afrid, engaging Sohr&b, is exactly the Clorinda of Tasso engaging 
Tancred, in the third Canto of Gcrusalcmmo Liberata. 

Cloiiiida intaiito ad incontiar Vasaalto 
Va di Tancicdi, c pon la lancia in rcsta. 

Fcnrsi alle vihiere, e i tronchi in alto 
V(*larn, e parte nuda ella ne rcsta . 

Che, lotii 1 lacci all’elino suo, d'un salto, 

(ISluabil colpo) Cl le l>alz6 di testa ; 

E Ic chiomc derate al veiito sparse, 

Giovsvne donna in mezzo al cainpo apparse, 

Lampcggiar gli occlii 

Tercosso il Cavalier non npcrc'^te ; 

Ne si dal ferro A nguardarsi attende, 

Como A gnardar i lu'gli oechi, e le goto, 

Ond' Amor I’arco incvitabil tcnrlc. Stanzas xxi. and xxiv 

MeanAvliile, her lancc in rest, the wariiOMlainc, 

With eager haste to encounter Tancred came. 

Then vizois struck, the spears in shivers flew ; 

The Migm's face as as left exposed to view. 

The thongs that held liei helmet hurst in twain. 

Hill led from her head, it hounded on the jdaiu ; 

Loose in the wind, her golden tresses flowed, 

And now a maid confessed to all she stood ; 

Keen flash her eyes 

Th’ enamoured warrior ne’er returns a blow, 

But MOWS with e^igcr gaze her chaimmg e.ves, 

F'rom which the shaft of love unerring flies. Hoole. 

Warrior dames Jiave .ifforded nunierous cpi-sodes to the Poets from the 
earliest times, i^th^sdya, aided the cause of Priam in the Trojan var. 
She was killed in^ittlo by Achilles, who was so affected by her beauty, when 
she w'as stnpiied of hci armour, that be shed tears. Artemisia, according to 
Herodotus, assisted Xerxes in his expedition against Greece. Every body is 
acquainted writh the noble description of Camilla in the eleventh iBneid. 
The Italian Poets, and our ow'n Spenser, have not failed to take advantage of 
these examples, and hence the beautiful and interesting descriptions of female 
heroism with which their works abound. 

Where is the antique gloij now become, 

That wliylninp wmit. m weinen to ajiiieaie? « 

Where be the tuave atchieveiiieiits doeii by some? 

Where be Uie batteilles, where the shield and spe-aro 

SpeN' Eu’b KaUhie Queexe, 3, iv. i 
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And thus addressed Sohrab.— 0 warrior brave, 

^^ear me, and thy imperiled honour save, 

“ These curling tresses seen by either host, 

“ A woman conquered, whence the glorious boast ? * 

“ Thy startled troops will know, with inward grief, 

“ A woman’s arm resists their towering chief, 

“ Better preserve a warrior’s fair renown, 

“ ^nd lot our struggle still remain imkiiown, 

“ For who with wanton folly would expose 
“ A helpless maid, to aggravate her woes ; 

“ The fort, the treasure, shall thy toils repay, 

“ The chief, and garrison, thy will obey, 

“ And thine the honours of this dreadful day.” 

Raptured ho gazed, her smiles resistless move 
The wildest transports of ungoverned love. 

Her face disclosed a paradise to view. 

Eyes like the fawn, and cheeks of rosy hue — 

Thus vanquished, lost, unconscious of her aim, 

And only struggling with his amorous flame. 

He rode behind, as if compelled by fate, 

And heedless saw her gain the castle-gate. • 

Safe with her friends, escaped from brand and spcj^r. 
Smiling she stands, as if unknown to fear. 

— The father now, with tearful pleasure wild. 

Clasps to his heart his fondly-foster’d child ; 

The crowding warriors round her eager bend. 

And grateful prayers to favouring heaven ascend. 

The Warrior-iDfiiils, Marjiesia, Hi])i)ol.Uc, Lampedo, and Pentliesilca, are 
aiQong£>t tlic fust desciibed liy the Hihtoiians and Toets of the West, and 
they are all of Asiatic origin. The Amazons are said to have inhabited the 
country now called Armenia. Marpesia conquered the inhabitants of Cau- 
casus, in consequence of which the mountain was called Marpesius Mons, 
Ghrd-afiid may therefore be considered an mdjge nous character, and not 
derived from Western Poetry, although from the ciicumstance of Longinus 
having been minister and preceptor to Zenohia, it may be suspected that the 
works of Homer and Viigil were known in the East. 

* Namque, etsi nullum meinorahile nomcn 
_ Feminca in pcena est, ncc habet victoria laudcm. — .^neid, ii. 583* 
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Now from the walls, she, with majestic air, 
Exclaims : “ Thou warrior of Tiiran ! forbear, 

“ Why vex thy soul, and useless strife demand ! 

“ Go, and in peace enjoy thy native land.” 

Stern he rejoins ; “ Thou beauteous tyrant ! say, 
‘ Though crown’d with charms, devoted to betray, 
“ When these proud walls, in dust and ruins laid, 

“ Yield no defence, and thou a captive maid, , 
“ Will not repentance through thy bosom dfirt, 

“ And sorrow soften that disdainful heart ? ” 

Quick she replied : “ O’er Persia’s fertile fields 
“ The savage Turk in vain his falchion wields ; 

“ A^^lcn King Kaus this bold invasion heai*s, 

— “ And mighty Rustem clad in arms appears ! 

“ Destruction wide will glut the slippery plain, 

“ And not one man of all thy host remain. 

“ Alas ! that bravery, high as thine, should meet 
“ Amidst such promise, with a sure defeat, 

“ But not a gleam of hope remains for thee, 

“ Thy voiidrous valour cannot keep thee free.' 

‘‘ Avert the fate which o’er thy head impends, 

^ Return, return, and save thy martial friends ! ” 
Thus to be scorned, defrauded of Ins prey, 

AVith victory in his grasp — to lose the day ! 

Shame and revenge alternate filled his mind ; 

The suburb-town to pillage he consigned. 

And devastation — not a dwelling spared ; 

Tlic very owl was from her covert scared ; 

Then thus : Though luckless in my aim to-day, 

“ To-moiTOW shall behold a sterner ft^iy ; 

“ This fort, in ashes, scattered o’er the plain.” 
lie ceased — and turjicd towards his troops again ; 
There, at a distance fiom the liostile power. 

He brooding Avaits the slaiighter-brea thing hour. 

Meanwhile the sire of Gurd-afrid, wlio now 
Governed the fort, and feared the warrior’s voav ; 
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Mournful and pale, with gathering woes opprest, 

Hft distant Monarch trembling thus addrest. 

But first invoked the heavenly power to shed 

• Its choicest blessings o’er his royal head. 

“ Against our realm with numerous foot and horse, 

“ A stripling warrior holds his Jiutldefi s course. 

“ His lion-breast unequalled strength betrays, 

“ Aiid o’er his mien the sun’s effulgence plays : 

“ Sohrab his name ; like Silm Suw^r he shows, 

‘‘ Or Rustem terrible amidst his foes. 

“ The bold Hujir lies vanquished on the plain, 

“ And drags a captive’s ignominious chain ; 

“ IMyriads of troops besiege our tottering wall, 

“ And vain the effort to suspend its fall. 

“ Haste, arm for figlit, this Tartar-power witlistand, 
“ Let sweeping Veugeance lift her flickering brand ; 
“ Rustem alone may stem the roaring wave, 

“ And, prompt as bold, his groaning country save. 

Meanwhile in flight we place our only trust, 

“ Ere the proud ramparts crumble in the dust.” 

Swift flies the messenger through secret ways. 
And to the King the dreadful tale conveys, 

Then passed, unseen, in night’s concealing shade, 
The mournful heroes and the wandor maid. 

Soon as the sun with vivifying ray, 

Gleams o’er the landscape, and renews the day ; 

The flaming troops the lofty walls suiTound, 

With thundering crash the bursting gates j^csouad. 
Already are the captives bound, in thought. 

And like a herd before the conqueror brought ; 

Sohrilb, terrific o’er the ruin, views 

His hopes deceived, but restless still pursues. 

All empty fortress moclvs his searching eye. 

No steel-clad chiefs his burning wrath defy ; 

* No warrior-maid reviving passion warms, 

.And soothes his soul with fondly-valued charms. 
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Deep in his breast he feels the amorous smart, 

And her image closer to his heart. 

“Alas I that Fate should thusjiigijjious shroud 
“ The moon’s soft radianc^e in a gloomj* cloud ; 

“ Should to my eyes such winning grace display, 

“ Tlicn snatch the enchanter of my soul away ! 

“ A beauteous roe my toils enclosed in vain, 

“ Now I, her victim, drag the captive’s chain ; , 

“ Strange the effects that from her charms proceed, 

“ I gave the wound, and I afflicted bleed ! 

“ Vanquished by her, I mourn the luckless strife ; 

“ Dark, dark, and bitter, frowns my morn of life. 

“ A fair unknown my tortured bosom rends, 

“ AVithers each joy, and every hope suspends.” 

Impassioned thus Sohriib in secret sighed, 

And sought, in vain, o’er-mastcring grief to hide. 
Can the heart bleed and throb from day to day. 

And yet no trace its inmost pangs betray ? * 

Love scorns control, and prompts the labouring sigh, 
Pules tiie red lip, and dims the lucid eye ; 

* l^oore li.as tran&Litcd the following thought from La Fovse. 

In vain tin; Inver tiies to -veil 
Tlie ilaiiK winch m In', h'lsoni Ih n ; 

Ills checks’ cnnlnsioii tells the tale, 

"We lead it iii Jus lanj^uid ties 
And though Ins winds the luait lK'1ia\ , 

Ills Silence .speaks e’en uioic than llu j 


Thus Shakspearc : 

Flic that IS rlnsest kept, bums most of all ; 

O ' they lo^e least, that let men know then lo\e. 

Ulnt. Vlhoka, i. 2, 80. 
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His look alarmed the stem Turanian Chief, 
closely he mark’d his heart-corroding grief ; * 

And though he knew not that the martial dame, 

Had in his bosftm lit the tei^der flame ; 

Full well he knew such deep repinings prove, 

The hapless thraldom of disastrous love. 

Full well he knew some idol’s musky hair, 

Had to his youthful heart become a snai-c, 

But still unnoted was the gushing tear. 

Till haply he had gained his private ear : — 

In ancient times, no hero known to fame, 

“ Not dead to glory e’er indulged the flame ; 

“ Though beauty’s smiles might charm a fleeting hour, 
“ The heart, unsway’d, repelled their lasting power. 

“ A warrior Chief to trembling love a prey ? 

“ What ! weep for woman one inglorious day ? 

‘‘ Canst thou for love’s effeminate control, 

** Barter the glory of a warrior’s soul ? 

** Although a hundred damsels might be gained, 

‘‘ The hero’s heart shall still be free, unchained. 

“ Thou art our leader, and thy place the field 
“ Where soldiers love to figlit with spear and shield : 

And what hast thou to do with tears ahd smiles, 

“ The silly victim to a woman’s wiles ? 

** Our progress, mark ! from fur Tiiriin we came, 

“ Through seas of blood to gain immortal fame ; 


* Literally, Hfiman was not at first aware that Pohrab w'as woiinJed in the 
LIVER. In this organ, Oriental as well as the Greek and lloman poets, place 
the residence of love. Thus Theocritus, Idyll, xiii. 71, speaking of Hercules 
lamenting the loss of Hylas, and Anacreon in the beautiful ode of Cupid 
benighted. 

Thus Horace : 

Cum tibi flagrans Amor 

Sajviet cnca Jeem ulccrosu I. Od. xxv. 13. 

^nd Shakspcarc : 

Alas tboir love may be called appetite, 

No motion of the Li\er, but the palate. 

Twelfth Xioiit, li. 4. 
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“ And wilt thou now the tempting conquest shun, 

“ When om* brave arms this Bai-rier-fort have won? 
“ Why linger here, and trickling sorrows shed, 

“ Till mighty KiUis thuncjers o’er thy head ! 

“ Till Tiis, and Giw, and Gudiirz, and Bahrain, 

“ And Eustem brave, Fcramurz, and Eeham, 

“ Shall aid the war ! A F^mpriRp. is thine. 

At once, then, every other thought resign ; 

‘‘ For know the task which first inspired thy zeal, 

‘‘ Transcends in glory all that love can feel. 

“ Rise, lead the war, prodigious toils require 
“ Unyielding strength, and unextinguished fire ; 

“ Pursue the triumph with tempestuous rage, 

“ Against the world in glorious strife engage, 

“ And when an empire sinks beneath thy sway, 

“ (0 quickly may we hail the prosperous day,) 

The fickle sex will then with blooming charms, 

“ Adoring throng to bless thy circling arms ! ” 
I'liirndn’s warm speech, the spirit-stirring theme. 
Awoke Sohrab from his inglorious dream. 

Ko more the tear his faded cheek bedewed, 

-.Again ambition all his hopes renewed : 

Sweird his bold heart with unforgotteii zeal, 

The noble wrath which heroes only feel ; 

Fiercely he voAved at one tremendous stroke, 

To bow the world beneath the tyrant’s yoke ! 

“ Afrasiyab,” he cried, shall reign alone, 

“ The mighty lord of Persia’s gorgeous throne ! ” 
Burning, himself, to rule this nether sphere, 
These welcome tidings charmed the despot’s ear, 
Meantime Kails, this dire invasion known. 

Had called his chiefs around his ivory throne : 
There stood Gurgiii, and Biihrdm, and Gushwild 
And Tiis, and G iw, and G lidarz, and Ferhiid ; 

To them he read the melancholy tale, 

Gust’hem had^ written of the rising bal^; 
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Besought their aid and prudent choice, to form 
Sdme sure defence against the threatening storm. 

With one consent they urge the strong request, 

• To summon Rustem from hi^ rural rest. — 

Instant a warrior- delegat e they send, 

And thus the King invites his patriot-friend. 

To thee all praise, whose mighty arm alone, 

“ Preserves the glory of the Persian throne ! 

Lo ! Tartar hordes our happy realms invade ; 

“ The tottering state requires thy powerful aid ; 

“ A youthful Champion leads the ruthless host, 

“ Ilis savage country’s widely-rumoured l)oast. 

Tlic Bander-fortress sinks beneath his sway, 
llujir is vanquished, ruin tracks his way ; 

“ Strong as a raging elephant in fight. 

No arm but thine can match his furious might. 

“ Maziuderan thy conquering prowess knew ; 

“ The Demon-king tliy trenchant falchion slew , 

“ The rolling heavens, abash’d with fear, behold 
“ Thy biting sword, thy mace adorned with gold ! * 

“ Fly to the succour of a King distress’d, 

“ Proud of thy love, with thy protection blest. 

“ When o’er the nation dread misfortunes lower, 

“ Thou art the refuge, thou the saving power. 

“ The chiefs assembled claim thy patriot vows, 

“ Give to thy glory all that life allows ; 

“ And while no whisper breathes the direful talc, 

“ 0, let thy Monarch’s anxious prayers prevail.” 

* ‘ ‘ Thy macc makes the Sun weep, and thy sword inflames the Stars. ” (Lit. 
the planet Venus.) Although tins is a strong hyperbole, there are numberless 
parallel passages, containing equally extravagant personification, in our own 
Poets. For example : ** Tlie Stars are ashamed of thy presence, and turn 
aside their sparkling eyes.” (Ossian.) 

Swift Severn’s flood, 

Aftn'.'hted with their blooily looks 
nail lu.ii fully among the tnunblnig reeds, 

And liid his cusp head m the hollow bank. 

llENRT rV P.irt i., i. 3* 

B B 
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Closing the fragrant pjige * o’eroome with di’ead, 
The afflicted King to Giw, the wamor, said ; — 

“ Co, hind the saddle on thy fleetest horse, 

“ Outstrip the tempest i^ thy rapid c(yurse, 

“ To Kustein swift his country’s woes convey, 

“ Too true art thou to linger on the way ; 

Speed, day and night — and not one instant wait, 

“ Whatever liour may bring thee to his gate.” 

Followed 110 ]iause — to Giw enough was said, 

Nor rest, nor taste of food, his speed delayed. 

And when arrived, where Zabul bowem exhale 
Ambrosial sweets and scent the balmy gale, 

The sentinel’s loud voice in Rustem’s ear, 
Announced a messenger from Persia, near ; 

The Chief himself amidst his warriors stood, 
Dispensing honours to the brave and good, 

And soon as Giw had joined the martial ring, 

(The sacred envoy of the Persian King,) 

He, with liccoming loyalty insjiircd. 

Asked what the monarch, what the state required ; 
Rut Giw, apart, his secret mission told, — 

*t.The written jiage was sjieedily unrolled. 

Struck with amazement, Rustem — “ Now on earth 
“ A warrior-knight of Sam’s excelling vortli ? 

“ Whence conies this hero of the prosperous star ? 

“ 1 know no Turk renowned, hke him, in war ; 

“ He bears the port of Rustem too, ’tis said, 

“ Like Sam, like Nariman, a warrior bred ! 

“ He cannot be my son, unknown to me ; 

“ Reason forbids the thought — it cannot be I 
“ At Samengan, where once affection smiled, 

“ To me Tahmineh bore her only child, 


* The paiKjr uiwn '\\hich the letters of royal and distinguished personages 
in the East are wntten is usually perfumed, and covcrcil with cuiious dcaccs 
in gold. This was scented with amber. The degree of cnibclliuhmcnt is 
generally regulated according to the rank of the i>arty« « 
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“ That was a daughter ? ” Pondering thus he spoke, 
J[nd then aloud — Why fear the invader’s yoke ? 

“ Why trembling shrink, by coward thoughts dismayed, 
“ Must we not*all in dust, at length, be laid ? 

“ But come, to Nlrum’s palace, haste with me, 

“ And there partake the feast — from sorrow free ; 

“ Breathe, hut awhile— ere we our toils renew, 

“ And moisten the parched lip with needful dew. 

** Let plans of war another day decide, 

“ We soon shall quell this youthful hero’s pride. 

“ The force of fire soon flutters and decays 
“ When ocean, swelled by storms, its wrath displays. 

What danger threatens ! whence the dastard fear ! 

“ Rest, and at leisure share a wamor’s cheer.” 

Ill vain the Envoy prest the Monarch’s grief ; 

The matchless prowess of the stripling chief ; 

How brave Hujir had felt his furious hand ; 

What thickening woes beset the shuddering land. 

But Rustem, still, delayed the parting day. 

And mirth and feasting rolled the hours away ; 

Morn following morn beheld the banquet bright, 

Music and wine prolonged the genial rite ; 

Rapt by the witchery of the melting strain, 

No thought of Ivans touch’d his swimming brain.* 

The trumpet’s clang, on fragrant breezes borne. 

Now loud salutes the fifth revolving morn ; 

The softer tones which charm’d the jocund feast. 

And all the noise of revelry, had ceased. 

The generous horse, with rich embroidery deckt, 

Whose gilded sparkling light reflect. 

Bears ivith majestic port the Champion brave. 

And high in air the victor-baniiera wave. 


%Four tlnys were consumed in uninterrupted feasting. This seems to have 
l)cc 1 an ancient practice previous to the comiucnccmcnt of any important undcr- 
takiiig, or at setting out on a journey. 
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Prompt at the martial call, Zuiira leads 
His veteran troops from Zabul’s verdant meads,* 
Ere Kustem had approached his journey’s end, 
Tiis, Giidarz, Gushwad, net their chaihpi on-friend. 
"With customary honours ; pleased to bring 
The shield of Persia to the anxious King. 

But foaming ^vrath the senseless monarch swayed ; 
His friendship scorned, his mandate disobeyed. 
Beneath dark brows o’er-shadowing deep, his eye 
Red gleaming shone, like lightning through the sky 
And when the warriors met his sullen view, 
Frowning revenge, still more enraged he grew ; — 
Loud to the Envoy thus he fiercely cried : — 

“ Since Rustem has my royal power defied, 

“ Had I a sword, this instant should his head 
“ Roll on the ground ; but let him now be led 
" Hence, and iinpalcd alivp.” f Astounded Giw 
f*hrunk from such treatment of a knight so true ; 
But this resistance added to the flame. 

And both ncr c branded with revolt and shame ; 
Both were condemned, and Tiis. the stern decree 
iteceived, to break them on the felon-tree. 

1 Could daring insult, thus deliberate given, 

(Escape the rage of one to frenzy dri^en ? 

No, from his side the nerveless Chief was flung, 
Bent to the ground. Away the Champion sprung ; 
Mounted his foaming horse, and looking round — 
His boiling wrath thus rapid utterance found : — 

** Ungrateful King, thy tyrant acts disgrace 
" The sacred tlu’one, and more, the human race ; 


• Zuiira, it will be rcmeiobeml, tbc brother of Rustem, and had the 
immediate superintendence of the Zabul troops. 

t The original is, “Seize and inflict upon him the punishment of the dar.” 
According to l)urh&ni-katia, dar is a tiec upon wliu li felons are linngcd. Itat 
tlie general accci)tation of the term is breaking or tearing the boily upon a 
stake. , 
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“ Midst clashing swords thy life I saved, 

“•iCnd am I now by Tiis contemptuous braved ? * 

“ On me shall Tiis, shall Kaiis dare to frown ? 

• On me, the bttlwark of the regal crown ? 

“ Wherefore should fear in feustem’s breast have birth, 

“ Kitiis, to me, a worthless clod of earth ! 

Go, and thyself Sohrab’s invasion stay, 

‘‘ Qo, seize the plunderers growling o’er their prey ! 

“ AVherefore to others give the base command ? 

“ Go, break him on the tree with thine own hand. 

“ Know, thou hast roused a warrior, great and Jroe, 

Who never bends to tyrant Kings like thee ! 

“ Was not this untired arm triumphant seen, 

“ In Misser, Riim, Mazindcran, and Chiu ! 

“ And must I shrink at thy imperious nod I 
“ Slave to no Prince, I only bow to God. 

Whatever wratli from thee, proud King ! may fall, 

** For thee I fought, and I deserve it all. 

“ The regal scepti'c might have graced my hand, 

“ T kept the laws, and scorned supreme command. 

“ When Kai-kobad on Alberz mountain sti’ayed, 

“ I drew him thence, and gave a warrior’s aid ; 

“ Placed on his brows the long-contested crown, 

“ Worn by his sires, by sacred right his own ; 

“ Strong in the cause, my conquering arms prevailed, 

“ Wouldst thou have reign’d had Rustem’s valour failed 
“ When the AVhite Demon raged in battle-fray, 

“ AVouldst thou have lived had Rustem lost the day ? ’V 
Then to his friends : “ Be wise, and shun your fate, 

“ Fly the wide ruin which o’crwhelms the state ; 

* In this speech Bustem recounts the services which he had performed for 
K&Cis. He speaks of his conquests in Egypt, China, Hamaveran, Rfim, SCiksar, 
and Mazinderfin. Tims Achilles boasts of his unrequited achievements in the 
cause of Greece. 

I saclvPtl twelve ample cities on tlie main, 

And twelve lay smoking on the Trojan phain. 

Pope.— niad I\ 328. 
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“ The conqueror comes — the scourge of great and small, 

** And vultures, following fast, will gprge on all. 

“ Peraia no more its injured Chief shall view ” — 

He said, and sternly frora^the court wiljhdrew. 

The warriors now, with sad forebodings wrung, 

Torn from that hope to which they proudly clung, 

On Giidilrz rest, to soothe with gentle sway. 

The frantic King, and Rustem’s wrath allay. 

With bitter grief they wail misfortune’s shock. 

No shepherd now to guard the timorous flock. 

Gudiirz at length, with boding cares imprest. 

Thus soothed the anger in the royal breast. 

“ Say, what has Rustem done, that he should be 

• ‘‘ Impaled upon the ignominious tree ? 

“ Degrading thought, unworthy to be bred 
** Within a royal heart, a royal head. 

“ Hast thou forgot when near tlie Caspiau-wave, 

“ Defeat and ruin had appalled the brave, 

** When mighty Rustem struck the dreadful blow, 

“ And nobly freed thee from the savage foe ? 

“ Did Demons huge escape his flaming brand ? 
if Their reeking limbs bestrew’d the slippery strand. 

“ Shall he for this resign liis vital breath ? 

“ What ! shall the hero’s recompense be death ? 

“ But who will dare a threatening step advance, 

“ What earthly power can bear his withering glance ? 

“ Should he to Zabul fired with wrongs return, 

“ The plunder’d land will long in son’ow mourn ! 

“ This direful presage all our warriors feel, 

“ For who can now oppose the invader’s steel ; 

“ Thus is it wdse thy champion to ofleiid, 

“ To m-ge to this extreme thy warrior-friend ? 

“ Remember, passion ever scorns control, 

" And wisdom’s mild decrees sliould rule a Monarch’s sonl^”* 

* Literally, “Kings ought to be cnJoMcd with judgment and dhcrction ; 
no advantage can arise from impetuosity and rage.” Giad&rz was one of 'ihe 
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Kius, relenting, heard with anxious ear, 

And groundless \^Tath gave place to shame and fear ; 
“ Go then,’* he cried, “ his generous aid implore, 

• “ And to your»King the mighty Chief restore ! ” 
When Giidilrz rose, and seized his courser’s rein, 

A crowd of heroes followed in his train. 

To Rustem, now (respectful homage paid), 

TlMi royal prayer he anxious thus conveyed. 

“ The King, repentant, seeks thy aid again. 

Grieved to the heai’t that he has given thee pain ; 

“ But though his anger was unjust and strong, 

“ Thy country still is guiltless of the wrong, 

“ And, therefore, why abandoned thus by thee ? 

** Thy help the King himself implores through me.” 
Rustem rejoined ; Unworthy the pretence, 

“ And scorn and insult all my recompense ? 

** Must I be galled by his capricious mood ? 

“ I, who have still his firmest champion stood ? 

“ Blit all is past, to heaven alone resigned, 

“ No human cares shall more disturb my mind ! ” 
Then Giidarz thus (consummate art inspired 
Ilis prudent tongue, with all that zeal rcipiired) ; 

“ When Rustem dreads Sohrab’s resistless power, 

“ Well may inferiors fly the tiying hour ! 

“ The dire suspicion now pervades us all, 

“ Thus, unavenged, shall beauteous Persia fall ! 


greatest generals of Persia, he conciuered Judea, and took Jerusalem under 
the reign of Lohurasp, of the first dynasty of Persia, and sustained many wars 
against Afriisiyiil) under the Kings of the second dynasty. He was the father 
of Giw, who is also celebrated for his valour in the following reigns. The 
opinion of this venerable and distinguished wan i or appears to have had con- 
siderable weight and influence with K4fis. By the persuasion of his friends 
he interferes between the King and Rustem, like Nestor, 

To calm their passions with the words of age. Iliad. 

The language is strong, and breathes more of independence than might be 
supposed in an address to a Persian despot. But Kiius was a weak Prince. 
Ha is everywhere called “empty brained”! and treated with veiy little 
ceij^mony. 
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“ Yet, generous still, avert the lasting shame, 

“ 0, still preserve thy cx)untry’s glorious fame ! ^ 

Or wilt thou, deaf to all our fears excite, 

“ Forsake thy friends, an^ shun the peflding fight ? 

“ And worse, 0 grief ! in thy declining days, 

“ Forfeit the honours of thy country’s praise ? ” 

This artful censure set his soul on fire. 

But patriot firmness calm’d his burning ire ; 

And thus he said — “ Inured to war’s alanns, 

“ Did ever Rustem shun the dim of arms ? 

‘‘ Though frowns from Kaus I disdain to bear, 

“ My threaten’d country claims a warrior’s care.” 

He ceased, and prudent joined the circling throng. 

And in the public good forgot the private wrong. 

From far the King the generous Champion viewed, 

And rising mildly thus his speech pureued : — 

Since various tempers govern all mankind, 

“ Me, nature fashioned of a fro ward mind ; f 
And what the heavens spontaneously bestow. 

Sown by their bounty must for ever grow. 

“ The fit of wrath which burst nithiu me, soon 
Shrunk up my heart as tliin as tlie new moon ; J 
“ Else had 1 deemed thee still my army’s boast, 

“ Source of my regal pon cr, beloved the most, 

Ulysses thus addresses Achilles . 

lint if all tins relentless llinu <lisilain, 

If lumoiir nn<l it inteicst plfail m vtiiii ; 

Yet some n diess to supidiant Greece airnrtl, 

And be, amongst lier Kuaidiun (;od<i, iidoied. 

If no K oaid thy snlb iing coniitiy ciaini, 

Hem thy own glory', and the voice of fame 

Pope.— I liad, lx. 300 

E6(i8, in acknowledging the violence of his disposition, uses a singulai 
ise : “When you departed in anger, 0 Champion • I repented ; aahea fell 
\ my memth.'' A similar metaphor i.s uf-ed in Hindfistani : If a jicrson 
falls under the displeasure of hib friend, he says, “ Ashes have fallen into my 
mf'at*’ : meaning, that his happiness is gone. 

J This is one of Firddusi’s favourite similes. 

“ My heart became as slender as the new moon. 
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“ Unequalled. Every day, remembering thee, 

^ I drain the wine cup, thou art all to me ; 

“ I wished thee to perform that lofty part, 

* “ Claimed by thy valour, s£gictioned by my heart ; 

“ Hence thy delay my better thoughts supprest, 

“ And boisterou s passions revelled in my breast ; 

“ But when I saw thee from my Court retire 
“ Jn wrath, repentance quenched my burning ire. 

“ 0, let me now my keen contrition prove, 

“ Again enjoy thy fellowship and love : 

“ And while to thee my gratitude is known, 

“ Still be the pride and glory of my throne.” 

Rustem, thus answering said : — “Thou art the Kin- 
“ Source of command, pure honour’s sacred spring ; 

“ And here I stand to follow thy behest, 

“ Obedient ever — be thy Avill expressed, 

“ And services required — Old age shall sec 
“ My loins still bound in fealty to thee.” 

To this the King : — “ Rejoice we then to-day, 

“ And on the morroAV marshal our army.” 

The monarch quick commands the feast of joy, 

And social cares his biwja^t mind ein])loy, 

Within a bower, beside a crystal springy- 
Where opening flowera, refreshing odours fling. 
Cheerful he sits, and forms the banquet scene. 

In regal splendour on the crowded green ; 

And as around he greets his valiant bands. 

Showers golden presents from his bounteous hands ; f 


* The beautiful arbours referred to in the te\t arc often included ^ itliin 
the walls of Eastern palaces. They are fancifully fitted up, and supplied with 
reservoire, fountains, and flower-trees. These romantic garden-pavilions aic 
called Kiosks in Turkey, and are generally situated upon an eminence near a 
unning stream. 

t Milton alludes to the custom in Paradise Lost : 

Where llio Rorgeous cast witkiichcst liaiul 
Showers on licr Kings barbaric pcail niul gold. 

In*the note on this passage by Warbui'ton, it is said to have been an eastern 
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Yoluptuous daj^els tulLthe sportive lay, 

Whose sparkling glances beam celestial day ; 

Fill’d with delight the heroes closer join, 

And quaff till midnight cjips of generous wine. 

Soon as the Sun had pierced the veil of night, 
And o’er the prospect shed his earliest light, 

Kalis, impatient, bids the chuifinB sound, 

The sprightly notes from hills and rocks rebound ;» 
His treasure gates are opened : — and to all 
A given ; obedient to the call, 

His subjects gathering crowd the mountain’s brow, 
And following thousands shade the vales below ; 
With shields, in armour, numerous legends bend ; 
And troops of horse the threatening lines extend. 
Beneath the tread of heroes fierce and strong, 

By war’s tumultuous fury borne along. 

The firm earth shook the dust, in eddies driven,! 
Whirled high in air, obscured the face of lieaven ; 


ceremony, at the coronation of their Kin<,'.s, to poM Jer them with ffohi-dugt and 
seed-peaf/. The expression in Firdausi is, “he showered or scattered gems.” 

* It was usual at festivals, and the custom still exists, to throw money amongst 
the niople. In Hafiz, the term used is nisar, is hich is of the same import. 
Clarke, in the second volume of his Travel^, speaks of the four princijial 
Sultanas of the Seraglio at Constantinople being you'dered with diamonds ' 
“Long spangled robes, open in fiont, with pantaloons embroidered in gold 
and silver, and covered by a profusion of pearls and piccious stones, displayed 
their persons to great advantage. Their hair hung in loose and very thick 
tresses on each side of their cheeks, falling quite down to the waist, and 
covering their shoulders behind. Those tresses weie quite powdered with 
diamonds, not displayed according to any studied arrangement, but as if 
carelessly scattered, by handfuls, among their flowing locks.” — Yol. ii. p. 14. 

* Ommia cum belli trepido concussa tumultu 
Horrida contremuere sub altis eethcris auiis. 

Lucretius, Dc Her. Nat. III. S4G. 

t Thus Homer: 


And Vii^l : 


So wrapt in gathering dust, the Grecian train, 

A moving cloud swept on and hid the plain. 

Popn.-Ihad, lii. IS. 

Hlc Bubitam nigro gloinerari pulvere nulicin t 

Ftospiciunt Tciicn, ac tenebros insurgerc cainjus. iEsrin, ix. 33. 


In the Hermosora de Angelica of the famous Lope do Vega, there is a be&uti- 
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Nor earth, nor sky appeared — all, seeming lost, 

Ahi swallowed up by that wide-spreading host. 

The steely armour glitter’d o’er the fields,* 

•And lightninggfflash’d from^old emblazoned shields ; 
Thou wouldst have said, the clouds had burst in showci-s, 
Of sparkling amber o’er the martial powers. f 
Thus, close embodied, they pursued their way. 

And reached the Barrier-fort in terrible array. 

The legions of Tiirau, with dread surprise. 

Saw o’er the plain successive myriads rise ; 

And showed them to Sohrab ; he, mounting high 
The fort, surveyed them wdth a fearless eye ; 

To Human, who, with withering terror pale, 

Had marked their progress through the distant vale, 

He pointed out the sight, and ardent said : — 

“ Dispel these woe-fraught broodings from thy head, 


ful Bimile, dcscrlijtive of the hostile troops of tlie Moors and Spaniard.^, wliich 
may be well applied to the motley appeai-ance of a I’ersian aiiny : 

Como en le tiiangular cristnl sc mil a. 

1)0 vaiios y (li versos tomasolcs, 

Campo, ciolo, ciudad, o mar; y ad'uiia 
Vor tail diVLThOs nubes, y .anuboles ; 

Assi la csquaclra que enlra y st* rotira, 

I)e Moros Africaiios, y Esp.uiolcs 
A la vista, quo juntos coiitumlian, 

Jaixlm fluiida cn Mayo imit'cian : 

And in English thus : 

As in tho prisTn we pleased survey, 

Rich prosiiccts tlirough the ciyst.il play, 

The fields, the cities, clouds, and sea, 

Appear commingling vaiiously ; 

Thus moving o’er the battle-plain, 

Tlio Moois aic mixed with Knights of Siiain ; 

The field, confusedly biight and gay. 

Looks like the gai-den’s pride in May 


In the Gdlistau of Sadi there is a similar thought : 

“An assembly mixed together like a bed of rosea and tulips " 

* In his descriptions of battle-array, Firdausi seldom omits “golden 
slipfiers,” which, however, I have not preserved in this place. 

■1 The original is Sandurus, sandaraca ; for which I have substituted 
aml^^r. Sandurus is the Arabic name for dum Juniper. 
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“ I wage the war, Afrilsiyilb ! for thee, 

“ And make this desert seem a rolling sea.” 

Thus, while amiizement every bosom quell’d, 

Sohriib, unmoved, the coijiing storm beheld. 

And boldly gazing on the camp around. 

Raised high the cup with wine nectareou s crowned : 
O’er him no dreams of woe insidious stole, 

No thought but joy engaged his ardent soul. 

The Persian legions had restrained their course. 
Tents and pavilions, countless foot and horse, 
Clothed all the siiacious plain, and gleaming tln-ew 
Terrific splendours on the gazer’s view. 

But when the Sun had faded in the west. 

And night assumed he r ebon-c oloured vest. 

The mighty Chief approached the sacred throne, 
And generous thus made danger all his own ; 

“ The rules of war demand a previous task, 

** To watch this dreadful foe 1 boldly ask ; 

“ AYith wary step the wondrous youth to view, 

“ And mark the heroes '^ho his path pursue.” 

The King assents : The task is justly thine, 
Favourite of heaven, inspired by power divine.” 

In Turkish habit, secretly arrayed. 

The lurking Champion wandered through the shade. 
And, cautious, standing near the palace gate. 

Saw how the chiefs were ranged in princely state. 

What time Sohrab his thoughts to battle turned, 
And for the first proud fruits of conquest burnetl, 
His mother called a warrior to his aid. 

And Zinda-ruzm his sister’s call obeyed. 

To him Tahmineh gave her only joy. 

And bade him shield the bold adventurous boy : 

“ But, in the dreadful strife, should danger rise, 

“ Present my child before his father’s eyes ! 

By him protected, war may rage in vain, 

“ Though he may never bless these arms again ! ” 
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This guardian prince sat on the stripling’s right, 
Viewing the imperial banquet with delight • 

Human and Barmiln, near the hero placed, 

In joyous pomp the full assembly graced ; 

A hundred valiant Chiefs begirt the throne. 

And, all elate, were chaunting his renown. 

Closely concealed, the gay and splendid scene, 
Rustem contemplates with astonished mien ; 

Wlien Zind, retiring, marks the listener nigh, 
Watching the festal train with curious eye ; 

And well he knew, amongst his Tartar host, 

Such towering stature not a Chief could boast — • 

“ What spy is here, close shrouded by the night V 
“ Art thou afraid to face the beams of light ? ” 

Rut scarcely from his lips these words had past. 
Ere, fell’d to earth, he groaning breathed his last ; 
Unseen he perish’d, fate decreed the blow, 

To add fi’esh keenness to a parent’s woo. 

Meantime ►Sohrab, perceiving the delay 
In Zind’s return, looked round him with dismay ; 
The seat still vacant — but the bitter truth, 

Eull soon was knowui to the distracted youth ; 

Eull soon he found that Zinda-ruzm W'as gone, 

His day of feasting and of glory done ; 

Speedful tow^ards the fatal spot he ran, 

Where slept in bloody vest the slaughtered man. 

The lighted torches now displayed the dead. 

Stiff on the ground his graceful limbs w'ere spread ; 
Sad sight to him who know his guardian care. 

Now doom’d a kinsman’s early loss to bear ; 
Anguish and rage devour his breast by turns, 

He vows revenge, then o’er the waiTior mourns : 
And thus exclaims to each afflicted Chief : — 

“ No time, to-night, my friends, for useless grief ; 

“ The ravenous wolf has watched his helpless prey, 
“ Sprung o’er the fold, and borne its floAvor aw ay ; 
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“ But if the heavens my lifted arm befriend, 

" Upon the guilty shall my wrath descend — 

“ Unsheathed, this sword shall dire revenge pursue, 

“ And Peraian blood the ihirsty land bbdew.” 

Frowning he paused, and check’d the spreading woo. 
Resumed the feast, and bid the wine-cup flow ! 

The valiant Giw was sentinel that night. 

And marking dimly by the dubious light, 

A warrior form approach, he claps his hands, 

With naked sword and lifted shield he stands. 

To front the foe ; but Rustem now appears. 

And Giw the secret tale astonished hears ; 

From thence the Champion on the IMonarch w'aits. 

The power and splendour of Sohnib relates : 

“ Circled by Chiefs this glorious youth was seen, 

Of lofty stature and majestic mien ; * 

“ No Tartar region gave the hero birth : 

“ Some happier portion of the spacious earth ; 

Tall, as the graceful cypress he appears ; 

‘‘ Like Sam, the brave, his warrior-front he rears ! ” 
Then having told how, while the banquet shone, 
-Unhappy Zind had sunk, without a gi'oan ; 

He forms his conquering bands in close array. 

And, cheer’d by wine, awaits the coming day. 

When now the Sun his golden buckler raised. 

And genial light through heaven diffusive blazed, 

Sohnib in mail his nervous limbs attired, 

For dreadful wrath his soul to vengeance fired ; 

With anxious haste he bent the yielding cord, 

Ring within ring, more fateful than the sword ; 

* Girt with many a baron bold, 

Sublime their Btarry fronts tlicy rear, 

In the midbt a foiin dnine ! Qrat. 

Beneath a sculptured arch he sits enthroned, 

The peers encircling form uii avful round. 


Popi: — Odyssey' 
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Around his brows a regal helm he bound ; 

T-Jm ^Inpplprl Rhp-ftd impahianf. shninph the ground. 

Thus armed, ascending where the eye could trace 
iThc hostile force, and mark jach leader’s place, 

He called Hujir, the captive Chief addressed, 

And anxious thus, his soul’s desire expressed ; 

‘‘ A prisoner thou, if freedom’s voice can charm, 

And dungeon darkness fill thee ivith alarm, 

“ That freedom merit, shun severest woe, 

“ And truly answer ivhat 1 ask to know ! 

“ If rigid truth thy ready speech attend. 

Honours and wealth shall dignify my friend.” 

“ Obedient to thy wish,” Hujir replied, 

“ Truth thou shalt hear, wdiatcver chance betide ; 

“ For what on earth to praise has better claim ? 

“ Falsehood but leads to sorrow and to shame I ” 

“ Then say, what heroes lead the adverse host, 

Where they command, what dignities they boast ; 

“ Say, where docs Kaiis hold his kingly state,* 

“ Where Tiis, and Cudarz, on his bidding w’ait ; 

* Fiinilar ilcscriptions of Oliiefs anil encampments are common amo.^gst 
tlic epic i)octs of the "West. In the third hook of the Iluid, Helen describes 
to Priam on the nails of Troy the leaders of the Grecian aimy. Upon this 
tlassagc Pope says, “ it is justly looked upon as an episode of gieat beauty, 
as well as a master piece of conduct in Homer ; who by this means acquaints 
the readci-s nitli the figure and qualifications of each hero m a more lively 
and agiccahle manner.” Fndausf is entitled to equal praise for his address 
in introducing the dcsciiption of the Persian army. The objection which 
Scaliger makes in asking, “how it happens that Priam, -after nine years’ 
siege, should be yet unacquainted with the faces of the Grecian leaders,” docs 
not obtain here. Nothing can be more natural and unforced than the passage 
as it occurs in the Persian poet. The following is the opening of the xiarallel 
passage in Homer : 

“ Iliit lift lliy pyes and say nhat Greek Is lip, 

“ (Fill as from licnce these aged orbs can see,) 

“ Aiouiid vhose blow such niaitial graces shine, 

“ So tall, so awful, ami almost dmiie ' " 

" The King of Kings, Atiidcs you survey, 

“ Gieat 111 the wai, anil great in arts of .sway.’ 

This .said, once moic lie viewed the warnoi tram, 

“ What’a he whose arms lie scatter'd on the pldin?” 
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“ Crfw, Gust’heni, and Bahrim — all kno^vn to thee, 

“ And where is mighty Rustem, where is he ? 

“ Iiook round with care, their names and power dit^lty 
“ Or instant death shall ^d thy vital day.” ' 

“ Where yonder splendid tapestries extend,* 

“ And o’er pavilions bright infolding bend, 

“ A throne triumphal shines with sapphire rays, 

“ And golden suns upon the banners blaze ; 

Full in the centre of the hosts — and round 
“ The tent a hundred elephants are bound, 

Tlipu Helen thus : " Wlioni your discerning eyes 
“ Have singled ont, is Itliaeus the wise. 

“ See ’ held Idoinciu'us suiicnor toweis 
“ Aniulst yon ciiclc of his Cretan powers, 

“ Gieat as a God.” Pope.— I liad, iii. 1G7. 

Chapman’s translation of this pa.ssagc is quaintly expressed : — 

Sit then, and name this goodly Greek, so tall and biomlly spread ; 

Who than the icst, that stand by him, is higliei thnii the head ; 

The bravest man I e^cl saw' and most nia,)esticall ; 

His only presence makes me think him king amongst them aU ! ! 

Thus also the wcll-knotra imitation in the thiul book of Gerusalcmmo LiberaU; 

Eiiiiinia il vide, e diuiostiollo ,V dito, 

Al lie pagano, o cosi a dir npicse 
Goffinlo b qud, cdie nel pmpuico iiianto, 

Ha di Kcgio, c dAugiisto in sc cotanlo, 

Dimiiii chi sia colui, c ha jiui iciiii)gli!i, 
lai sopravesta, c scco a ]>ai si vede. 

11' lialdovin, risponde; c ben si scopre 

Nel volto a lui fratel, ma pill nellopic. Slaiizu 38, 6L 

Full on the Chief Enninia cast a look, 

Tlien shoiv’d linn to the King, and thus she sjiokc 
“ Thcic Godfrey stands in puiple vesture seen, 

“ Of regal presence and exalted mien.” 

“ JSay who is he wlio stands by Godfiey’s side, 

" His upper garments with vermilion dyed ?" 

“ 'Tis Baldwin, brother to tlie Prince (she ciicd), 

“In feature like, but most In deed allied." Hoole. 

But Sohr&b was more peculiarly interested in the description of those warriors 
amongst whom he expected to meet bis father. On this account particularly, 
as well as with regard to its general fitness, I tliink that this passage is 
equal, if not superior, to that in Homer, which has given lise to so many 
imitations. 

* The tents and pavilions of Eastern Princes were exceedingly magnificent ; 
they were often made of silks and velvets, and ornamented with pearls • nd 
golA The tent of Nadir Shah was made of scarlet and broadcloth, and lined 
with satin, richly figured over with precious stones. 
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“ As if, in pomp, he mocked the power of fate ; 

“*There royal KAiis holds his kingly state. 

“ In yonder tent which numerous guards protect, 

* “ Where front S,nd roar illustrious Chiefs collect ; 

“ Where horsemen wheeling seem prepared for fight, 

Their golden armour glittering in the light ; 

“ Tiis lifts his banners, deck’d with royal pride, 

“ Beared by the brave, the soldier’s friend and guide.* 

“ That crimson tent where spear-men frowning stand, 

** And steel-clad veterans form a threatening band, 

Holds mighty Giidarz, famed for martial fire, 

“ Of eighty valiant sons the valiant sire ; 

“ Yet strong in arms, he shuns inglorious ease, 

“ His lion-banners floating in the breeze.” 

“ But mark, that green pavilion ; girt around 
“ By Persian nobles, spealcs the Chief renowned ; 

Fierce on the standard, worked with curious art, 

A hideous dragon writhing seems to start ; 

“ Throned in his tent the wari’ior’s form is seen, 

“ Towering above the assembled host between ! t 
“ A generous horse before him snorts and neighs, 

“ The trembling earth the echoing sound conveys. 

“ Like him no Champion ever met my eyes, 

‘‘No horse like that for majesty and size ; 

“ AVhat Chief illustrious bears a port so high ? 

“ Mark, how his standard flickers through the sky ! ” 

Thus ardent spoke Sohrab. Hujir dismayed. 

Paused ere reply the dangerous truth betrayed. 

Trembling for llustem’s life the captive groaned ; 

Basely his country’s glorious boast disowned, 

* The bannei's were adorned with the figure of an elephant, to denote hit 
^royal descent. 

+ Thus m Homer : 

TIjc king of kings majestically tall, 

Towcis o'er lii-s aiinics and outshines them all. 

Por£.—Iliad, li. -153. 

C 0 
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And said the Chief fi’oin distant China came — 

Sohrab abrupt demands the hero’s name ; 

The name unknown, grief wrings his aching lieart, . 

And yearning anguish speeds her vendln’d dart ; 

To him his mother gave the tokens true, 

He sees them all, and all but mock his view. 

When gloomy fate descends in evil hour, 

Can human wisdom bribe her favouring power ? 

Yet, gatlicring hope, again with restless mien 
lie marks the Chiefs who crowd the warlike scene. 

“ Where numerous heroes, horse and foot, appear, 

“ And brazen trumpets thrill the listening car, 

“ Behold the proud pavilion of the brave ! 

“ With wolves e^osa’-d the silken banners wave. 

“ ’fhe throne’s bright gems with radiant lustre glow, 

“ Slaves rank’d around wdtli duteous homage bow. 

“ What mighty Chieftain rules his cohorts thei’c ? 

“ His name and lineage, free from guile, declare ! ” 

“ (ii'w, son of Giidarz, long a glorious name, 

“ Whose prowess even transcends his father’s fame,*” 

“ ^klark yonder tent of pure and dazzling white. 

Whose rich brocade reflects a quivering light ; 

“ An ebon seat surmounts the ivory throne ; 

“ There frowjis in state a warrior of renown. 

“ The crowding Bla\es his aw'ful nod obey, 

“ And silver moons around his banners play ; 

“ What Chief, or Prince, has grasped the hostile Sword ? 
“ Fraburz, the son of Persia’s mighty lord.” 

Again : “ These standards shew one champion more, 

“ Upon their centre flames the savage boar ; f 


* The text says that he was also the son-in-law of Rustem, 
f The vord (luiaz .'jignifics a wild boai, but this acceptation is not very 
accordant to Mussulman notions, and consequently it is not supposed, by the 
orthodox, to ha\c that meaning in the text. It is curious that the namc^of 
the Warrior, Giirar, .should coiiC'.pond with the bcJirings on the stand ird. 
This frequently obtains in the hcaldry of Europe Family bearings seem to 
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“ The saffron-hued pavilion bright ascends, 

'ft^hciice many a fold o f tasselled fringe depends ; 

“ Who there presides ? ” 

Guriiz, from heroes sprung, 

“ Whose praise exceeds the power of mortal tongue.” 

Thus, anxious, he explored the crowded field, 

Nor once the secret of his birth revealed ; * 

Ikaven will’d it so. Pressed down by silent grief, 
Surrounding objects promised no relief. 

This world to mortals still denies repose. 

And life is still the scene of many woes. 

Again his eye, instinctive turned, descried 
The green pavilion, and the warrior’s pride. 

Again be cries : “ 0 tell his glorious name ; 

“ Yon gallant horse declares the hero’s fame ! ” 

But false Hujir the aspiring hope repelled, 

Crushed the fond wish, the soothing balm withliold, 

“ And why should I conceal liis name from thee ? 

“ Ilis name and title are unknown to me.” 

Then thus Soliral) — “ In all that thou hast said, 

“ No sign of Kustem have thy words conveyed ; 

“ Thou sayest he leads the Persian host to arms, 

“ AVith him has battle lost its boisterous charnis ? 

“ Of liim no trace thy guiding liand has shewn ; 

“ Can power supreme remain unmark’d, unknown ? ” 

be used in every country of any degree of civilization. Krusenstern, tin 
Russian circumnavigator, speaking of the Japanese, says, “Every one has hi- 
family arms worked into his clothes, in different places, about the size of i 
half dollar, a practice usual to both sexes ; and in this manner any pcr&or 
may bo recognized, and the f.iraily to which he belongs easily ascertained. ^ 
young lady wears liei father’s arms until after hermariiage, when she assume: 
those of her luisband. The greatest mark of honour which a Prince or i 
Governor can confer upon any One, is to give him a cloak with his arm: 
upon it, the person having snch a one wearing his own arms upon bis nnde 
dress.” 

* Firdausi considers this to be destiny ! It would have been natural ii 
Solarih to have gloried in the fame of his father, but from an inevitable dis 
pc laation, his lips arc hero sealed on that subject ; and he inr[uires of Rusteii 
as i^ he only wanted to single him out for the purpose of destroying hiiu 
The people of Persia are all f.atalists. 


O C 2 
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“ Perhaps returned to Ziibul’s verdant bowers, 

“ He undisturbed enjoys his peaceful hours, 

•* The vernal banquets may constrain his stay, 

“ And rural sports invite prolonged delay.” 

“ Ah ! say not thus ; the Champion of the world, 

“ Shrink from the kindling war with banners furled ! 

“ It cannot be ! Say where his lightnings dart, 

“ Shew me the warrior, all thou know’st impart ; • 

“ Treasures uncounted shall be thy reward, 

“ Death changed to life, my friendship more than shared. 
“ Dost thou not know what, in the royal ear, 

“ The Miibid said — befitting Kings to hear ? 

“ ‘ Untold, a secret is a jewel bright, 

“ ‘ Yet profitless whilst hidden from the light ; 

‘ But when revealed, in words distinctly given, 

“‘It shines refulgent as the sun through heaven.’ ” f 
To him, Hujir evasive thus replies : 

“ Through all the extended earth his glory flics ! 

“ 'Whenever dangers round the nation close, 

“ Rustem approaches, and repels its foes ; 

“ And shouldst thou see him mix in mortal strife, 

>“ Thou’dst think ’twere easier to escape vith life 


* The continued anxiety and pert.evering filial duty of Sohrdb are described 
rith great success. The case is unparalleled. Telemachus at once declares the 
object of lus inquiries. 

My sire, I seek, wlicre’er Oie voice of fame 
Has told the glories of his noble name , 

The great Ulysses PoPX. 

But Sobr&b is dark and mysterious, and, as Firdausi says in another place, 
the unconscious promoter of his own destruction. 

f This passage will remind the classical reader of the speech of Themis* 
iocles, in Plut^trcb, addressed to Xerxes. The Persian King had assured him 
of his protection, and ordered him to declare freely whatever he had to pro* 
pose concerning Greece. Theraistocles replied, “That a man’s discourse was 
like a piece of tapestry w hich, wlicn spread open, displays its figures ; but 
when it is folded up, they are hiddc n and lost ; ” therefore he begged time. 
The King, delighted with the comparison, bade him take what time*ho 
pleased ; and he desired a year ; in which sjiacc he learned the Persian 
language, so as to be able to converse with the King without an intcrpretei. 
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“ From tiger fell, or demon — or the fold 
“.Of the chafed dragon, than his dreadful hold — 

“ When fiercest battle clothes the fields with fire, 

• “ Before his rage embodied hosts retire ! ” 

“ And where didst thou e^icountering armies see ? 

“ Why Rustem’s praise so proudly urge to me ? 

“ Let us but meet and thou shalt trembling know, 

“ How fierce that wrath which bids my bosom glow ; 

“ If living flames express his boundless ire, 

“ O’erwhelming waters quench consuming fire ! 

“ And deepest darkness, glooms of ten-fold night, 

“ Fly from the piercing beams of radiant light.” 

Hujir shrunk back with undisseinbled dread. 

And thus communing with himself, he said — 

“ Shall I, regardless of my country, guide 
“ To Rustem’s tent this furious homicide ? 

“ And witness there destruction to our host ? 

“ The bulwark of the land for ever lost ! 

“ AVhat Chief can then the Tartar power restrain I 
“ Kalis dethroned, the mighty Rustem slain ! 

“ Better a thousand deaths should lay mo low, 

“ Than, living, yield such triumph to the foe. 

“ For in this struggle should my blood be shed, 

“No foul dishonour can pursue me, dead ; 

“ No lasting shame my father’s age oppress, 

“ Whom eighty sons of martial courage bless !* 

“ They for their brother slain, incensed will rise, 

“ And pour their vengeance on my enemies.” 

Then thus aloud — “ Can idle words avail ? 

“ AVhy still of Rustem urge the frequent tale ? 

“ Wliy for the elephant-bodied hero ask ? 

“ Thee, he will find, — no uncongenial task. 

* Hujir was the son of Giidarz. A family of the extent mentioned in the 
text is not of rare occurrence amongst the Princes of the East. The King of 
P^ia had, in 1809, according to Mr. Morier, sixty -five sons P' As the 
Persians make no account of females, it is not known how many daughters 
hvhad. 
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“ Why seek pretences to destroy my life ? 

“ Strike, for no Rustem views th* unequal strife ! ”* 
Sohrab confused, with hopeless anguish mourned. 
Back from the lofty walls he quick retwned. 

And stood amazed. 

Now war and vengeance claim, 
Collected thought and deeds of mighty name ; 

The jointed mail his vigorous body clasps, 

His sinewy hand the shining javelin grasps ; 

Like a mad elephant he meets the foe, 

His steed a moving mountain — deeply glow 
His cheeks with passionate ardour, as he flies 
Resistless onv ards, and with sparkling eyes, 

• Full on the centre drives his daring horse — * 

The yielding Persians fly his furious course ; 

As the wild ass impetuous springs away, 

When the fierce lion thunders on his prey.f 
By every sign of strength and martial power. 

They think him Rustem in his direst hour ; 

On Kalis now his proud defiance falls, 

Scornful to him the stripling wamor calls : 

^ And T\hy art thou misnamed of royal strain ? 

“ What work of thine befits the tented plain ? 

“ This thirnty javelin seeks thy coward breast ; 

“ Thou and thy thousands doomed to endless rest. 

“ True to my oath, which time can never change, 

“ On thee, pioud King ! I hurl my just revenge. 


* The Kulnb-gah is the centre or heart of the army, where the Sovereign 
or Chief of the troops usually remains. 

t Firdausi is generally very brief in his similes, “like a lion,” “like a 
wolf,” occur repeatedly. Thus in the fourth book of the Iliad, the Greeks 
and Trojans are characterized in two words, “like wolves,” which Pope 
has translated : 

As o er their prey rapacious woh cs engage. 

But in this place the Persian poet is more circnm.stantial. 

“ The chiefs fled from him like vild-asses from the claws of a lion. 
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The blood of Zind inspires my burning hate, 

‘‘ And dire resentment hurries on thy fate ; 

“ AVhom canst thou send to try the desperate strife ? 
“ What valiant Chief, regardless of his life ? 

“ Where now can rraburz,*Tus, Giw, Giidarz, be, 

“ And the world-conquering Eustem, where is he ? ” 
No prompt reply from Persian lip ensued, — 

Then rushing on, with demon-strength endued, 
Sbhrab elate his javelin waved around, 

And hm’led the bright pavilioiL to the ground ; 

With hoiTor Kiliis feels destruction nigh. 

And cries : For Rustem’s needful succour fly ! 

“ This frantic Tiirk, triumphant on the plain, 
Withers the souls of all my warrior train.” 

That instant Tiis the mighty Champion sought, 

And told the deeds the Tartar Chief had wrought ; 

“ ’Tis ever thus, the brainless Monarch’s duo ! 

Shame and disaster still his steps pursue ! ” 

This saying, from his tent he soon descried. 

The wild confusion spreading far and wide ; 

And saddled Eakush — whilst, in deep dismay, 
Girgin incessant cried — “ Speed, speed, away.” 
Reham bomid on the mace, Tus promptly ran. 

And buckled on the broad Burgustuwan. 

Rustem, meanwhile, the thickening tumult liears 
And in his heart, untouched by human fears. 

Says : “ What is this, that feeling seems t o stun ! 

“ This battle must be led by Ahirmun,* 

“ The awful day of doom must have begun.” 

In haste he arms, and mounts his bounding steed. 
The growing rage demands redoubled speed ; 

The leopard’s skin he o’er his shoulders throw s, 

The regal girdle round his middle glow's. t 


• * Aliirmun, a demon, the principle of evil, 
t This giidle was the gift of the king, as a token of affection and gratitude. 
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High wave his glorious banners ; broad revealed, 

The pictured dragons glare along the field 
Borne by Ziidra. When, surprised, he views 
Sohrib, endued with ample breast and thcw|i 
Like Slim Suwdr, he bcckoiis him apart ; 

The youth advances with a gallant heart. 

Willing to prove his adversary’s might. 

By single combat to decide the fight ; 

And eagerly, Together brought,” he cries, 

“ Eemote from us be focmen, and allies, 

“ And though at once by cither host siuTeycd, 

“ Ours be the strife which asks no mortal aid.” 

llustem, considerate, view’d him o’er and o’er, 

/So wondrous graceful was the form he bore, 

And frankly said : Experience flows with age, 

“ And many a foe has felt my conquering rage ; 

Much have I seen, superior strength and art 
“ Have borne my spear thro’ many a demon’s heart ; ^ 
“ Only behold me on the battle idain, 

“ Wait till lliou sec’st this hand the war sustain, 
“And if on thee should changeful fortune sniik', 

^ Thou needst not fear the monster of the Kile ! f 


Jonathan gives to David, among other tilings, his girdle .* ‘‘ Because he loved 
him as his o^vn soul.” — 1 Samuel, xviii. 3, 4. Thus Homer : 

(Eneufl a bolt nf inatcbloss woib bostoued, 

TJiat nch with Tjtirii dye ii-rulgeiit ghtwid. 

riu i'.— Iliad, vl. 210. 

And Virgil : 

Turyalus plialera<) Ilbainnet^, ot .luron biilim, 

Cingula, Tiburti llonnilo ditissiiiuis nlim, 

Quse iiiittit dona, busiutiu (luuni lungoiot nbsoim, 

Ctcdicus . illc suo iQoticus dat hubeia iiujifiti. ^iioid, ix. 350. 

* The following lioofit of Ulyoses is less questionable : 

stand forth, ye Cliampions who tlic gauntlet w leld, 

Or JO, tlio swiftest i.icei8 of the field 1 

St.aiid foitli, yc wit -.(IcrH, who those pastimes giaco, 

I w it '.d till* gauntlet, .ami I run the race ! 

In sill h hcioic games I j loM to none. ropE.— Odysw/, vlil. 20^ 




+ A crocodile in war, with Firdausi, is a figure of great power and strength. 
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“ But soft compassion melts my soul to save, 

“ A youth so blooming with a mind so brave ! ” 

The generous speech Sohrdb attentive heard, 

His heart expanding glowe^ at every word : 

“ One question answer, and in answering shew, 

“ That truth should ever from a warrior flow ; 

“ Art thou not Rustem, whose exploits sublime, 

‘‘ flndear his name thro’ every distant clime ? ” 

“ I boast no station of exalted birth, 

“No proud pretensions to distinguished worth ; 

“ To him inferior, no such powers are mine, 

“ No offspring I of Nirum’s glorious line ! ” * 

The prompt denial dampt his filial joy, 

All hope at once forsook the Warrior-boy, 

His opening day of pleasure, and the bloom 
Of cherished life, immersed in shadowy gloom. 
Perplexed with what his mother’s words implied ; — 
A nan’ow space is now prepared, aside, 

For single combat. With disdainful glance 
Each boldly shakes his death-devoting lance. 

And rushes forward to the dubious fight ; 

Thoughts high and brave their burning souls excite 
Now sword to sword ; continuous strokes resound, 
Till glittering fragments strew the dusty ground. 
Each grasps his massive club with added force, f 
The folding mail is rent from either horse ; 

It seemed as if the fearful day of doom 
Had, clothed in all its withering terrors, come. 
Their shattered corslets yield defence no more — 

At length they breathe, defiled with dust and gore ; 


* It is difficult to account for tbis denial of liis name, as there appears to 
bo no equivalent cause. But all the famous heroes, described in the Sh&h 
Ndmeh, oro as much distinguished for their address and cunning, as their 
brivery. 

f The original is Umud, which appears to have been a weapon made of 
iron. Umfid also signiQes a column, a beam. 
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Their gasping throats with parching thirst are dry, 
Gloomy and fierce they roll the lowering eye, 

And frown defiance. Son and Father driven 
To mortal strife ! are th^e the ways of Heaven ? 

The various swarms which boundless ocean breeds. 

The countless tribes which crop the fioweiy meads, 

All know their kind, but hapless man alone 
Has no instinctive feeling for his own ! , 

Compell’d to pause, by every eye sur\’eycd, 

Rustem, with shame, his wearied strength betrayed ; 

Foil’d by a youth in battle’s mid career, 

His groaning spirit almost sunk with fear ; 

Recovering strength, again they fiercely meet ; 

' Again they struggle with redoubled heat ; 

With bended bows they furious now contend ; 

And feather’d shafts in rattling showers descend ; 

Thick as autumnal leaves they strew the plain,* 

Harmless their points, and all their fury vain. 

And now they seize each other’s girdle-band ; 

Rustem, w^ho, if he moved his iron hand. 

Could shake a mountain, and to whom a rock 
Seemed soft as w'ax, tried, with one mighty stroke. 

To hurl him thundering from his fieiy steed. 

But Fate forbids the gallant youth should bleed ; 

Finding his wonted nerves relaxed, amazed 
That hand he drops which never had been raised 
Uncro^vned with victory, even when demons fought, 

And pauses, wildered with despairing thought. 

Sohriib again springs with terrific grace, 

And lifts, from saddle-bow, his ponderous mace ; 

With gather’d strength the quick-descending blow 
Wounds in its fall, and stuns the unwary foe ; 

Thick as autumnal leaves that strew the hropks , 

In Vallombrosa, where the Etrurian shades, 

High over-arched, imbower. Milton. — Par. Lost, i. 303. 
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Then thus contemptuous : “All thy power is gone ; 

“ Thy charger’s strength exhausted as thy own ; 

“ Thy bleeding wounds with pity I behold ; 

• “ ’0 seek no mere the comb§t of the bold 1 ” 

Rustem to this reproach made no reply, 

But stood confused — meanwhile, tumultuously 
The legions closed ; with soul-appalling force, 

Tri)op rushed on troop, o’erwhelining man and horse ; 
Sohrab, incensed, the Persian host engaged. 

Furious along the scattered lines he raged ; 

Fierce as a wolf he rode on every side, 

I’he thirsty eartli with streaming gore was dyed. 

;^[idst the Turanians, then, the Champion sped. 

And like a tiger heaped the fields with dead. 

But when the Monarch’s danger struck his thought. 
Returning swift, the stiipling youth he sought ; 

Grieved to the soul, the mighty Champion view’d 
His hands and mail with Persian blood iinbrnfid ; 

And thus exclaimed with lion- voice — “ 0 say, 

“ Why with the Pemians dost thou war to-day ? 

Why not with me alone decide tlie fight, 

“ Thou’rt like a wolf that seek’st the fold by night.” 

To this Sohritb his proud assent expressed — 

And Rustem, answering, thus the youth addressed. 

“ Night-shadows now are thickening o’er the plain, 

“ The moiTow’s sun must see oui* strife again ; 

“ In wrestling let ns then exert our might ! ” 

He said, and eve’s last glimmer sunk in night.* 

Thus ns the skies a deeper gloom displayed, 

The stripling’s life was hastening into shade ! 

The gallant heroes to their tents retired, 

The sweets of rest their wearied limbs required : 

* Thus the single oombat bet ^^ceu Hector and Ajax is ended by the approach 
of Slight. 

But now tho night extends her awftil shade, 

The goddess paits jou: be the night obey’d ! 

• XMpe.— I liad, ^il. 282 
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Sohrilb, delighted with his brave career, 

Describes the fight in Humd>n*s anxious ear : 

Tells how he forced unnumbered Chiefs to yield, 
And stood himself the vif.tor of the field ! 

“ But let the morrow’s da™/* he cried, “ arrive, 

“ And not one Persian shall the day survive ; 

“ Meanwhile let wine its strengthening balm impart, 
“ And add new zeal to every drooping heart.” 

The valiant Giw with Rustem pondering stood, 

And, sad, recalled the scene of death and blood 
Grief and amazement heaved the frcquent sigh, 

And almost froze the crimson cun-ent dry. 

Rustem, oppressed by Giw’s desponding thought. 
Amidst his Chiefs the mournful ISIonarch sought ; 
To him he told Sohnib’s tremeudous sway, 

The dire misfortunes of this luckless day ; 

Told with what grasping force ho tried, in vain. 

To hurl the w’ondrous stripling to the plain ; 

‘‘ The whispering zei^hyr might as well aspire 
To shake a mountain — sucli his strength and fire. 
“ But night came on — and, by agreement, w'e 
■ Must meet again to-morrmv — wiio shall be 
‘‘Victorious, Heaven knows only for by Heaven, 
“ Victory or death to man is ever given.” 

This said, the King, o’envhelmcd in deep despair. 
Passed the dread night in agony and prayer. 

The Champion, silent, joined his bands at rest, 
And spurned at length despondence from his breast 
Removed from all, he cheered Zfijira’s heart. 

And nerved his soul to bear a tiying part ; — 

“ Ere early morning gilds the etherial plain, 

“ In martial order range my wanuor-train ; 

“ And when I meet in all his glorious pride, 

“ This valiant Turk whom late my rage defied, 

“ Should fortune’s smiles ray arduous task requite, 

“ Bring them to share the triumph of my might ; 
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“ But should success the stripling’s arm attend, 

“ J^nd dire defeat and death my glories end, 

To their loved homes my brave associates guide ; 

► ‘‘ Let bowery Bdbul all their sorrows hide — 

Comfort my venerable father’s heart ; 

“ In gentlest words my heavy fate impart. 

The dreadful tidings to my mother bear,* 

“ And soothe her anguish with the tciidercst care ; 

Say, that the will of righteous Heaven decreed, 

“ That thus in arms her mighty son should bleed. 

“ Enough of fame my various toils acquired, 

“ When warring demons, bathed in blood, expired. 

“ Were life prolonged a thousand lingering years, 

“ Death comes at last and ends our mortal fears ; 

“ Kirshiisp, and »Sain, and Nariman, the best 
“ And bravest heroes, who have ever blest 
“ This fleeting world, were not endued with power, 

“ To stay the march of fate one single hour ; 

“ The world for them possessed no fi.K;ed abode, 

“ The path to death’s cold regions must be trod ; 

Then, why lament the doom ordained for all ? 

“ Thus Jemshid fell, and thus must Rustem fall.” 

When the bright dawn proclaimed the rising day, 

The warriors armed, impatient of delay ; 

But first Sobrab, his proud confederate nigh, 

Thus wistful spoke, as swelled the boding sigh — 

“ Now, mark my great antagonist in arms ! 

“ His noble form my filial bosom warms ; . 

“ My mother’s tokens shine conspicuous here, 

“ And all the proofs my heart demands, appear ; 

Sure this is Rustem, whom my eyes engage ! 

** Shall I, 0 grief ! provoke my Father’s rage ? 

• In the East, peculiarly strong atta;chincnt to the mother is universal. 
Nothing can be more aflccting than the filial tenderness of Ivustem, or moro 
rational and just than his observations on human glory. 
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“ Offended Nainre then would curae my name, 

“ And shuddering nations echo with my shame.” 

He ceased, then Hiimiiii : ‘‘ Vain, fantastic thought, 
“ Oft have I been where Persia's ChanTpion fought ; 
“ And thou hast heard, what wonders he performed, 
“ When, in his prime, Mazindcraii was stormed ; 

“ That horse resembles Hiistcm’s, it is true, 

“ Bub not so strong, nor beautiful to view.” 

Solirab now buckles on his war attire. 

His heart all softness, and his brain all fire ; 

Around his lips such smiles benignant played. 

He seemed to greet a friend, as thus he said r — 

“ Here let us sit together on the plain, 

“ Here, social sit, and from the liglit refrain ; 

“ Ask we from heaven forgiveness of the pa^'t, 

“ And bind our souls in friendship that may last ; 

‘‘ Oui*s be the feast — let ns be warm and free. 

For powerful instinct draws me still to thee ; 

Fain would my heart in Jdand affection join, 

“ Tlien let thy generous ardour equal mine ; 

“ And kindly say, with whom I now conLend — 
••“What name distinguished boasts my v^arrior-friciid 
“ Thy name unfit for champion brave to hide, 

“ Thy name so long, long sought, and still denied ; 

“ Say, art thou Rustem, whom I burn to know ? 

“ Ingenuous say, and cease to be my foe ! ” 

Sternly the mighty Champion cried, “ Away, — 

“ Hence with thy wiles — now practised to delay ; 

“ The promised struggle, resolute, I claim, ' 

“ Then cease to move me to an act of shame.” 
Sohrab rejoined — “ Old man ! thou wilt not hear 
“ The words of prudence uttered in thine ear ; 

“ Then, Heaven \ look on.” 

Prc])aring for the shock, 
Each binds his chiU’ger to a neighbouring rock ; 
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And girds bis loins, and rubs his wrists, and tries 
Their su pplenes s and force, with angry eyes ; 

And now they meet — now rise, and now descend, 

• And strong and fierce their ^incwy arms extend ; 
Wrestling with all their strength they grasp and strain. 
And blood and sweat flow copious on the plain ; 

Like raging elephants they furious close ; 

Cooimutual wounds arc given, and w renching blows. 
Sohriib nows claps his hands, and forward springs 
Impatiently, and round the Champion clings ; 

Seizes his girdle belt, with power to tear 
The very earth asunder ; in despair 
Hustem, defeated, feels his nerves give way, 

And thundering falls. Sohrdb bestrides his prey : 

Crim as the lion, prowling through the wood. 

Upon a wild ass springs, and pants for blood. 

His lifted sword had lopt the gory head, 

But Rustem, quick, with crafty ardour said : — 

“ One moment, hold ! what, arc our laws unknown ? 

“ A Chief may fight till he is twice o’erthrown ; 

The second fall, his i’QCMfit blood is spilt, 

“ These are our laws, avoid the menaced guilt.” 

Proud of his strength, and easily deceived. 

The wondering youth the artfid tale believed ; 

Released his prey, and, wuld as wind or wave. 
Neglecting all the prudence of the brave. 

Turned from the place, nor once the strife renewed, 
But bounded o’er the plain and other cares pursued. 

As if all memory of the war had died. 

All thoughts of him with whom his strength was tried. 

Human, confounded at the stripling’s stay. 

Went forth, and heard the fortune of the day ; 

Amazed to find the mighty Rustem freed. 

With deepest grief he wailed the luckless deed. 

“ What ! loose a raging lion from the snare, 

* “ And let him growling hasten to his lair ? 
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“ Bethink thee well ; in war, from this unwise, 

“ This thoughtless act what countless woes may rise ; 

“ Never again suspend the final jblow, 

“ Nor trust the seeming Y-eakness of arfoe ! * 

“ Hence with complaint,” the dauntless youth replied, 

** To-morrow’s contest shall his fate decide.” 

AVhen Rustem was released, in altered mood 
He sought the coolness of the murmuring flood ; , 

There quenched his thirst; and bathed his limbs, and 
prayed. 

Beseeching Heaven to yield its strengthening aid. 

His pious prayer indulgent Heaven approved. 

And growing strength through all his sinews moved ; f 
• Such as erewhile his towering structure knew. 

When his bold arm unconquered demons slew. 

Yet in his mien no confidence appeared, 

No ardent hope his wounded spirits cheered. 

Again they met. A glow of youthful grace, 

Diffused its radiance o’er the stripling’s face, 

And when he saw in renovated guise, 

, The foe so lately mastered ; with surprise, 

.He cried — “ AVhat! rescued from my power, again 
“ Dost thou confront me on the battle plain ? 

“ Or, dost thou, Avearied, draw thy vital breath, 

“ And seek, from warrior bold, the shaft of death ? 

“ Truth has no charms for thee, old man ; even now, 

“ Some further cheat may lurk upon thy brow ; 

“ Twice have I shewn thee mercy, twice thy age 
Hath been thy safety— twice it soothed ray rage.” 

Then mild the Champion : “ Youth is proud and vain ! 

“ The idle boast a wamor would disdain ; 

* Thus also S&di, “ Knowest thou whal Z&1 said to Rustem the Champion ? 
IT ever calculate upon the 'weahness or insignificance of an enemy.” 

t Rustem is as much distinguished for piety os bravery. Every success is 
attributed by him to the favour of Heaven. In the achievement of his lahouis 
in the Heft-Khan, his devotion is constant, and be everywhere justly acknow- 
ledges that power and victory are derived from God alone. •• 
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“ This aged arm perhaps may yet control, 

“ l^ie wanton fury that inflames thy soul I ” 

Again, dismounting, each the other viewed 
With sullen gknee, and swift the fight renewed ; 
njoi^p.h&Afrnnt, again they tug and bend, 

Twist their broad limbs as every nerve would rend ; 
With rage convulsive Rustem grasps him round ; * 
Bends his strong back, and hurls him to the ground ; 
Him, who had deemed the triumph all his own ; 

But dubious of his power to keep him down, 

Like lightning quick he gives the deadly thrust, 

And spurns the Stripling weltering in the dust. 

— Thus as his blood that shining steel imbrues, 
Thine too shall flow, when Destiny pursues ; t 
For when she marks the victim of her power, 

A thousand daggers speed the dying hour. 

Writ] ling with pain Sohrab in murmurs sighed — 
And thus to Rustem — “ Vaunt not, in thy pride ; 

“ Upon myself this sorrow have I brought, 

“ Thou but the instrument of fate — which wrought 
“ My downfall ; thou art guiltless — guiltless quite ; 

“ 0 ! had I seen my father in the fight, 


* Til us Entellus renews the combat with increased vigour. 

Acnor art pugnam rertil, ac vlin suscitat iia 

Tuin pudoi inccnrtlt viics, et couscia \ iitus — ^iielrt, v. 4 j4. 

+ The expression in the original is rcmaikablc. " Assuredly, as thou hast 
thirsted for blood, Destiny will also thirst for thine, and the very hairs upon, 
thy lady will hcome dayyers to destroy thee.''' This passage is quoted in th« 
preface to the Shfi,h Nfinieh, collated by order of Bayisunghur Khan, as the 
Iiroduction of the poet Uusari. Uusari was one of the seven poets whom 
Mahmud appointed to give specimen*^ of their powers in versifying the History 
of the Kings of Persia. The stbry of Rustem and Sohrab fell to Unsari, and 
hia arrangement of it contained the above verses, ivhich so delighted the 
Sultfin that ho directed the poet to undertake the whole work. This occurred 
before Firdausi was introduced at Court and eclipsed cvciy competitor. In 
compliment to Mahmud, perhaps he ingrafted them on h'ls o\in poem, or 
probably they have been interpolated since. 
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“ My glorious father ! Life will soon be o’er, 

‘‘ And liis great deeds enchant my soul no more ! 

“ Of him my mother gave the mark and sign, 

“ For him I sought, and what an end is^ne ! 

“ My only wish on earth, my constant sigh, 

“ Him to behold, and with that wish I die. 

“ But hope not to elude his piercing sight, 

“ In vain for thee the deepest glooms of night ; 

“ Couldst thou through Ocean’s depths for refuge fly, 

“ Or midst the star-beams track the upper sky ! * 

“ Rustem, with vengeance armed, will reach thee there, 

“ His soul the prey of anguish and despair.” 

An icy hoiTor chills the Champion’s heart. 

His brain whirls round with agonizing smart ; 

O’er his wan cheek no gushing soitows flow. 

Senseless he sinks beneath the weight of woe ; 

Relieved at length, with frenzied look, he cries : 

Prove thou art mine, confirm my doubting eyes ! 

“ For I am Rustem ! ” Piercing was the groan, 

AVhich from burst his torn heart — as wild and lone, 

He gazed upon him. Dire amazement shook 
•The dying youth, and mournful thus he spoke : 

“-If thou art Rustem, cruel is thy part, 

“ No waimth paternal seems to fill thy heart ; 

“ Else hadst thou known me nhen, nilh strong desire, 

I fondly claimed thee for my valiant sire ; 

“ Now fi'om my body strij) the shining mail, 

“ Untie these bands, ere life and feeling fail ; 

“ And on my arm the direful proof behold ! 

Thy saered bracelet of refulgent gold ! 

“ When the loud binzen drums were heard afar, 

“ And, echoing round, proclaimed the pending war, 

* Litcialh, “Weit tlioua fij-li in the sea, or a star in the licavenB.” Thin 
abo ^ncas to Tin-nus : 

Vfi-tt omncfi t» ti in fa? irs; rt enntrahe, qui<lqUld 

Sn «-■ imimifi nilfc opta aidiia '• 

A^iira Hcipii, cluubuniquc uB\a to coiulcre terra. Anoid, xli. 801. 
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“ Whilst parting tears my mother’s eyes o’erflowed, 

“ This mystic gift her bursting heart bestowed : 

“ ‘ Take this,’ she said, ‘ thy father’s token wear, 

^ ‘ And promised glory wiil reward thy care.’ 

“ The hour is come, but fraught with bitterest woe, 

We meet in blood to wail the fatal blow.” 

The loosened mail unfolds the bracelet bright, 

TInhappy gift ! to Rustem’s wildered sight ; 

Prostrate he falls — “ By my unnatural hand, 

“ My son, my son is slain — and from the land 
“ Uprooted.” — Frantic, in the dust his hair 
He rends in agony and deep despair ; 

The wTstern sun had disappeared in gloom, 

And still, the Champion wept his cruel doom ; 

Hih wondering legions marked the long delay. 

And, seeing Rakush riderless astray. 

The rumour quick to Persia’s Monarch spread, 

And there described the mighty Rustem dead. 

Ktiiia, alarmed, the fatal tidings hears; 

His bosom quivers with increasing fears. 

“ Speed, speed, and see wdiat has befallen to-day 
“ To cause these groans and tears — what fatal fray ! *• 

“ If he be lost, if breathless on the ground, 

“ And this young warrior, with the conquest crowned — 

“ Then must I, humbled, from my kingdom torn, 

“ Wander like Jemsliid, through the world forlorn.”* 

The army roused, rushed o’er the dusty plain, 

Urged by the Monarch to revenge the slain ; 

Wild consternation saddened every face, 

Tils winged with lioiTor sought the fatal place. 

And there beheld the agonizing sight, — 

The murderous end of that unnatural fight. 

Sohriib, still breathing, hears the shrill alarms, 

^ His gentle speech suspends the clang of arms : 

* Jemsliid’s gloiy and misfortunes, as said before, are the constant theme 
cf^dmiration and reflection amongst the poets of Feisia. 


D D 2 
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“ My light of life now fluttering sinks in shade, 

Tiot, venjreanoe sleep, and peaceful vows be made. 

** Heseecli the King to spare this Tartar host, 

“ For they are guiltless, all 4o them is lost ; 

I led them on, their souls Avith glory fired, 

“ While mad amliition all my thoughts inspired. 

“ In search of thee, the world before my eyes. 

War was my choice, and thou the sacred prize ; 

“ With thee, my sire ! in virtuous league combined, 

“ Ko tyi'ant King should persecute mankind. 

That hope is past — the storm has ceased to rave — 

“ ^ly ripening honours Avither in the graA'c ; 

‘‘ Then let no vengeance on my comrades fall, 

* Mine was the guilt, and mine the sorrow, all ; 

“ How often huAc I sought thee — oft my mind 

‘‘ Figured thee to my sight o’erjoyed to find 

j\Iy mother's token ; disappointment came, 

“ When thou deniedst thy lineage and thy name ; 

“ Oh ! still cj'er thee my soul imiiassioned hung, 

“ Still to my Father fond alfcetion clung ! 

“ But fa.i/ 1 , remorseless, all my hopes withstood, 

‘••And stained thy reeking hands in kindred blood.” 

Hii faltering breath protracted six?ecli denied : 

Still from his eye-lids flowed a gushing tide ; 

Through Rustem’s soul redoubled horror ran, 
Heart-rending thoughts subdued the mighty man. 
Aud noAv, at last, Avith joy-illumined eye. 

The Zabul bands their glorious Chief descry ; 

But A\dicn they saw his pale and haggard look, 

Knew from A\hat m()uniful cause he gazed and shook, 
With doAvneast mien they moaned and Avept aloud ; 
While Rustem thus addressed the weeping crowd : 

“ Herc ends the war ’ let gentle peace succeed, 
“Enough of deatli, I — I have dcuic the deed ! ” 

Then to his brother, groaning deep, he said — 

“ 0 Avhat a cuiAiG upon a parent’s head I 
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“ But go — and to the Tartar say — no more, 

“ lict war between ns steep the earth with gore.” 

Ziiara flew and wildly spoke his grief, 

To crafty llwiniln, the Tiyanian Chief, 

Who, with dissembled sorrow, heard him tell 
The dismal tidings which he knew too well ; 

“ And who,” he said, “ has caused these tears to flow ? 
“.Who, but Ilujir ? He might have stayed the blow, 

“ But when Sohrilb his Fathei-’s banners sought ; 

“ He still denied that here tlie CJiampion fought ; 

“ He spread the ruin, he the secret knew, 

“ Hence should his crime receive the vengeance due !” 
Zijara, frantic, breathed in Hustem’s ear, 

The treachery of the captive Chief, Hiijir ; 

AVhose headless trunk had Aveltered on the strand, 

But prayers and force withheld the lifted hand. 

Then to his dying son the Champion turned, 

Itcmorso more deep ivithin his bosom burned ; 

A burst of ireiizy tired his throbbing lirain ; 

He clenched his sword, but found his fury vain ; 

The Persian Chiefs the desperate act represt, 

And tried to calm the tumult in his breast :* 

Thus Giidarz spoke — “ Alas ! wert thou to give 
“ Thyself a thousand wounds, and cease to live ; 

“ What would it be to him thou soiTowest o’er ? 

“It iv'ould not save one pang — then weep no more ; 

“ For if removed by death, 0 say, to whom 
“ Has ever been vouchsafed a difierent doom ? 

“ All are the prey of death — the crowned, the low, 

“ And man, through life, the victim still of woe.” 

Then Ki‘««tem : “ Fly 1 and to the King relate, 

“ The pressing horrors which involve my fate ; 

Antilochus thus restrains the fury of Achilles on being told of the fate of 
PAioclus ; He 

Hangs on In', a.) ins, niuidst liis frantic woe, 

And olt ]n i'\ cuts the meditated hloiv. Tt ?e.— I liad, xviii. 34. 
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And if the memory of my deeds e’er swayed 
“ His mind, 0 supplicate his generous aid ; 

“ A sovereign balm he has whose wondrous power, 

“ All wounds can heal, and^^fleeting life lestorc ;* 

“ Swift from his tent the potent medicine bring.” 

— But mark the malice of the brainless King ! 

Hard as the flinty rock, he stern denies 

The healthful draught, and gloomy thus replies : 

“ Can I forgive his foul and slanderous tongue ? 

“ The sharp disdain on me contemptuous flung ? 

“ Scorned ’midst my armj’ by a shameless boy, 

“ AVho sought my throne, my sceptre to destroy ! 

“ Xothing but mischief from his heart can flow, 

^ Is it, then, wise to cherish such a foe ? 

“ The fool who warms his enemy to life, 

“ Only prepares for scenes of future strife.” 

Giidarz, returning, told the hopeless tale — 

And thinking llustem’s presence might prevail ; 

The Champion rose, but ere he reiiched the throne, 

Sohrub had breathed the last expiring groan. 

Now keener anguish rack’d the father’s mind, 

{ieft of his son, a murderer of his kind ; 

His guilty sword distained with filial gore, 

He beat his burning breast, his hair he tore ; 

The breathless corse before liis shuddering view, 

A shower of ashes o’er his head he threw ; j 

* These medicated diaughts are often mentioned in Romances. The 
reader will recollect the bantor uj»on them in Don Quivote, wheie the Knight 
of La Mancha enumei’ateg to Sauchu the cures which had been performed niton 
many valorous chanipiuiis, covered mth wuuuds. The Hindus, in their books 
on medicine, talk of drugs for the recoveiy of the dead ' 

+ Scattering ashes over the head is a very ancient mode of expressing grief. 
Thus 2 Samuel, ili. 31 : “And David said to Joah, and to all the i>eople that 
weie with him. Rend yoiu clothes, and gird you with .sackcloth, and mourn 
before Abner ” Also, xiii. 19 * “ And Tamar put ashes on her Lead, and 
rent her garment.” And thus Homer : 

A sudden liorror shot llirougli all Jie Cliief, 

And wrapt his senses in the cloud of grief, 

Cast on the ground, with furious liands lie spread 

The scorching ashes o’er liis graceful head. Pope.— I liad, xvlU. 22. 
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“ In my old age,” he cried, " what have I done ? 

“ Why have I slain my son, my innocent son ! 

“ Why o’er his splendid dawning did I roll 
The cload8.of death, — ^d plunge my burthened soul 
“ In agony ? My son I from heroes sprung ; 

“ Better these hands were from my body wrung ; 

“ And solitude and darkness, deep and drear, 

“ Fold me from sight than hated linger here. 

“ But when his mother heai*s, with horror wild, 

“ That I have shed the life-blood of her child, 

“ So nobly brave, so dearly loved, in vain, 

“ How can her heart that rending shock sustain ?” 

Now on a bier the Persian warriors place 
The breathless Youth, and shade his pallid face ; 

And turning from that fatal field away, 

IMove towards tlie Champion’s home in long array. 
Then Rustem, sick of martial pomp and show, 

Himself the spring of all this scene of woe, 

Doomed to the flames the pageantry he loved,* 

Shield, spear, and mace, so oft in battle proved ; 

Now lost to all, encompassed by despair ; 

His bright pavilion crackling blazed in air ; 

The sparkling throne the ascending column fed ; 

In smoking fragments fell the golden bed ; 

The raging fire red glimmering died away, 

And all the Warrior s pride in dust and ashes lay. 

Kalis, the King, now joins the mournful Chief, 

And tries to soothe his deep and settled grief ; 


* There is aoiu< tliing in Virgil similar to thU paroxysm of wrath agaiaat 
inauiiuate things, where Pido bids her sister erect a pile to bnru the arms and 
presents of 

Tu seci eta pjTam tecto iiiteriore sub auras, 

Kiige, et anna vlri, thalamo quae flxa rehnquit, 

Iiupuis, exuviasque uiuues, lectuiuque jugalem, 

Quo pel II, supei iiupouas. jEneid, iv. 494. 

But there is more of grandeur in the despairing anguish of Rustem. I know 
notlimg of the kind in any of our Epic or Dramatic poets superior to this fine 
bCrst of agonized feeling and remorse. 
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For soon or late we yield our vital breath, 

And all our worldly troubles end in death ! 

“ When first I saw him, graceful in his might, 

“ He looked far other than^ Tartar knight ; 

“ Wondering I gazed — now Destiny has thrown 
“ Him on thy sword — he fought, and he is gone ; 

“ And should even Heaven against the earth be hurled, 

Or fire inwrap in crackling flames the world, 

“ That which is past — we never can restore, 

“ His soul has travelled to some happier shore. 

“ Alas ! no good from sorrow canst thou reap, 

“ Then wherefore thus in gloom and misery weep ? ” 

But Ilustem's mighty woes disdained his aid, 

His heart was drowned in grief, and thus he said : 

“ Yes, he is gone ! to me for ever lost ! 

0 then protect his brave un guided host ; 

From u ar removed and this detested place, 

“ Let them, unharmed, their mountain-wilds reti-ace ; 

Bid them secure my brother’s will obey, 

“ The careful guardian of their weary way,^ 

“ To whore the Jiluin’s distant uaters stray,” 

T^» this the King : “ My soul is sad to see 
“ Thy hopeless grief — but, since approved by thee, 

“ The war shall cease — though the Turanian brand 
“ Has spread dismay and ten-or through the land.” 

The King, appeased, no more with vengeance bunied, 
The Tartar legions to their homes returned ; 

The Persian wamors, gathering round the dead, 

Grovelled in dust, and tears of sorrow shed ; 

Then back to loved Iran tlieir steps the monarch led. 

But Piustcm, midst his native bands, remained, 

And further rites of sacrifice maintained ; 

A thousand horses bled at his command, 

And the tom drums were scattered o’er the sand ; 

ZCi6ra conducted the troops of Afrasixiilj aciotss the JiliCin. Ilustcia 
romped on the field of battle till Lis icturn. o 
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And now through Zibul’s deep and bowery groves. 

In* mournful pomp the sad procession moves. 

The mighty Chief on foot precedes the bier ; 

His Warrior-Jriends, in gyef assembled near : 

The dismal cadence rose upon the gale, 

And Zal astonished heard the piercing wail ; 

He and his kindred joined the solemn train ; 

Hung round the bier and wondering viewed the slain. 

“ There gaze, and weep ! the sorrowing Father said, 

For there, behold my glorious offspring dead ! ” 

Tlic hoaiy Sire shrunk backward with surprise. 

And tears of blood o’erflowed his aged eyes ; 

And now the Clianipioii’s rural palace gate 
Iteceives the funeral gi'oup in gloomy state ; 
lludabeh loud bemoaned the Htripliug’s doom ; 

Sweet flower, all drooping in the hour of bloom, 

His tender youth in distant bowers had past, 

Sheltered at liomc he felt no withering blast ; 

In the soft prison of his mother’s arms. 

Secure from danger and the world’s alarms. 

O ruthless Fortune ! flushed with generous pride. 

He sought his sire, and thus unhappy, died. 

Rustem again the sacred bier unclosed ; 

Again Sohrab to public view exposed ; 

Husbands, and wives, and warriors, old and young. 
Struck with amaze, around the body hung, 

"With garments rent and loosely flowing hair ; 

Their shrieks and clamours filled the echoing air ; 
Frequent they cried : “ Thus Sam the Champion slept ! 

“ Thus sleeps Sohrilb ! ” Again they groaned, and wept. 

Now o’er the corpse a yellow^ robe is spread. 

The aloes bier is closed upon the dead ; 

And, to preserve the hapless hero’s name, 

Fragrant and fresh, tliat his unblemished fame 
Might live and bloom through all succeeding days, 

A mound sepulchral on the spot they raise, 

Formed like a charger’s hoof. 
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In every ear 

The story has been told — and many a tear, 

Shed at the sad recital. Through Turin, 

Afrisiyab’s wide realm, an(^ Samengin, • 

Deep sunk the tidings ; — nuptial bower, and bed, 

And all that promised happiness, had fled ! 

But when Tahmineh heard this tale of woe, 

Think how a mother bore the mortal blow ! * 

Distracted, wild, she spmng from plane to place ; 

With frenzied hands deformed her beauteous face ; 

The musky locks lier polished temples crowned. 

Furious she tore, and flung upon the ground ; 

Starting, in agony of grief, she gazed, — 

4ier swimming eyes to Heaven imploring raised ; 

And groaning cried : Sole comfort of my life ! 

“ Doomed the sad victim of unnatural strife, 

“ Where art thou now w'ith dust and blood defiled ? 

“ Thou darling boy, my lost, my murdered child ! 

“ When thou wert gone — how, night and lingering day, 
“ Did t'ay fond mother watch the time away ; 

“ For hoix? still pictured all I uished to see, 

“•Thy father found, and thou returned to mo, 

“ Yes — thou, exulting in thy father’s fame ! 

“ And yet, nor sire nor sou, nor tidings, came ; 

“ How could i dream of this ? ye met — but how ? 

“ That noble aspect — that ingenuous brow, 

“ Moved not a nerve in him — ye met — to part, 

“ Alas ! the life-blood issuing from the heart. 

“ Short was the day whicli gave to me dehght, 

‘‘ Soon, soon, succeeds a long and dismal night j 


* The death of Euryalus, in tlic ^ne-iJ (ix. 473), exhibits an exquisite 
disijlay of natural maUrnal feeling, but less complicated and agonizing than 
the death of Bohr6b. Euryalus was killed in the bloom of youth by tbo 
enemy: Sohrab by bis Father. It uould ai)[tcar that Hfiiiilin, on his lotuwi, 
sent to Tahmineh the viar-horEe, armour, and every thing belonging to Lcr 
unfortonate sou. 
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“ On whom shall now devolve my tender care ? 

“ Who, loved like thee, my bosom-sorrows share ? 

“ Whom shall I take to fill thy vacant place, 

'*'To whom extend a mother’s soft embrace ? 

“ Sad fate ! for one so young, so fair, so brave, 

“ Seeking thy father thus to find a grave. 

“ These arms no more shall fold thee to my breast, 

“,No more with thee my soul be doubly blest ; 

“ No, drowned in blood thy lifeless body lies. 

For ever torn from these desiring eyes ; 

“ Friendless, alone, beneath a foreign sky, 

Thy mail thy death-clothes — and thy father, by ; 

“ AVhy did not I conduct thee on the way,* 

“ And point where Rustem’s bright pavilion lay ? 

“ Thou hadst the tokens — wdiy didst thou withhold 
“ Those dear remembrances — that pledge of gold ? 

Hadst thou the bracelet to his view restored, 

“ Thy precious blood had never stained his sword.” 

The strong emotion choked her panting breath, 

Her veins seemed withered by the cold of death : 

The trembling matrons hastening round her mourned, 
With piercing cries, till fluttering life returned ; 

I’lien gazing up, distraught, she wept again. 

And frantic, seeing ’midst her pitying train, 

The favourite steed — uow^ more than ever dear. 

The hoofs she kissed, and bathed with many a tear ; 
Clasping the mail Sohriib in battle wore, 

With burning lips &lie kissed it o’er and o’er ; 

His martial robes she in her arms comprest. 

And like an infant strained them to her breast ; 

The reins, and trappings, club, and spear, were brought. 
The sword, and shield, wnth w^hich the Stripling fought. 

There bimilar thought in Doughus : 

1^1 y murdered child ' hnd thy fond mother feared 
The loss of thee, she liad loud fame defied, 

Aud wandered \s itli thee tluough the scorning world. 

U0M£'S DUUQI.A8. 
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These she embraced with melancholy joy, 

111 sad remembrance of her dai*ling boy. 

And still she beat her face, and o’er them hung. 
As in a trance — or to thei» wildly clun^ — 

Day after day she thus indulged her grief, 

Night after night, disdaining all relief ; 

At length worn out — ^from earthly anguish riven, 
The mother’s spirit joined her child in Heaven. 
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Ills Woiks. Selected and Edited, with a Biographical Introduction, 
by Ghaki.e*. Keni' With Steel Portrait. 

The Life of Wesley, a.vd The Rise and Progress of Methodism, 
By Koiii.RT SouiiiEY. Edited by Rev. J. A. Atkinson, M. A., 
D C L. With Steel Poi trait. 

Pepys’ Diary and Correspondence. Edited by Richard Loud 
liRAA rroim; i;. AVith Steel Fiontispiece and Full Index. 

Will iam Hazlitt, K^s vYi‘>r and Cm i H' Seleetions Ironi Ids Writings, 
with a M. iiu.ii by Ale.xaxder Irelvnd, and Steel Portiait 

Haif Hours with the Best Humorous Authors. Selected and 
.iiiaiigod by CHVJUii’.s ^Morris. In Two Voliiiiies, with Steel Froii- 
tis[)ieces. 
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SELECTED LIST OF STANDARD WHORES. 


A LIST OF THE VARIOUS EDITIONS 


OF THE WOHKS OF 

WILLIAM SHAKSPEARE, 

Issued hj Messrs. FREDERICK TFAl^JSfE d- CO. ' ^ 


The “Chandos” Classics Edition (crown Svo), 1 vol. (763 pp.) — 


X. (f. 

In stiff wiappu- . 1 (> 

Style A. In cloth gilt 2 0 

i>. In plain cloth, with lal>el, uncut edges . 2 0 


,, C In unit i Bo\hurghe, gilt to]>, Icathci label . 2 (> 

The “Lansdowne” Poet Edition (crown Svo), 1 vol. -(768 pp.) — 


Al^ lepf 


111 cloth gilt, gilt edgos, 7 kI hni’ tiordii 

/ In limp Flench moiocco, boxed, do., \ 
111 padded Fu’iuh moioeto, ilo do I 
j In lull padded lc\.nit, do do , nith ( 
I new S?teel rioiitisjiieci ami Tilli' / 


3{> (id. 


The “Universal” Edition (lar-^c ciown Svo), 1 vol, 1136 pp. )large type- 


In tlntli gilt, neat •stile 

The “Albion” Poet Edition (impciial 16mo), 
type — 


1 \ol. 


(Iiri2pp.), Luge 

d 

,l (5 
. 5 0 


lu cloth gilt, neat d<”>ign . 

Ill unit ^ Hoxlnughe, gilt top, uncut edges . 

In limp f’l'ench imnocco, boxed 'l 
In padded Fiench luoiocco, lioxcd ?• 

In lull ( alf, led iiiidoi gold edges ) 

The “Imperial” Poet Edition {imi>erial 16mo), 1 vol, (1152 pp.^ 
large type— 

111 cloth giK, gilt cilgi-., -with j'liotogiapb's S' nd 

fill jiadded Flench iiioiocto, t.xtia, dn > 

(.In ,, lecant, cxtia do S 


Aho h(pt 


AJ-^j lept 


The /■* Bedford ” Edition (-sinall 16moj. In 12 \olninp';, A RciMinc 
Pocket Sliaks]>carc. The Ilainhest, Neatest, ami mo-.t E.Yrjni.site 
Little Edition yet issued. ^ 

This charming little JMition cjl ^|^AK'5^IAB1 ■ Wonk'- is the only Red Liiir Pocket 
Edition ^et i‘-sned. and it conhuris tlie whole of the Plajs and I’oenib ol the gie.it 
dminati-'t as? WlU .is a Menion .md a Gloss.u\ 
llie Vohiiiies .are ot tin h.nidiost hire, o,aeh mcasuiiiig r,i b\ S me has, and they are 
cxfimsitch inintcd on tine iMiu r lioui New Tvjie clioscii foi its chfiriic.ss 
TlieTcxtbas bun iiio'>t e.aiefnlh i'ii-p.ii< d fioiii c oiiiparisoiis of tlie best editions, 
including the cckbialed Fn-'t Folio oj Ic.gdand the Qimitoh 

It is I'-siied in tlie following SUles (12 Yollimes) — 

In cloth giU, ill neat < loth box . . . . i,l 1 0 

In French iijoiocco l.iiip, I'l mat Ficm h inoioeec' c.ise 

,. Cabinet "tjle, cloth gilt, gilt toji, m li.indsoine iiobdicil walnut cabiiiet- 

gl.lS" llollt 

,, Fiench ninroceo liinj>, in neat Ki< iich nioioeco Im k c ,ise 

,, Pahlc ctraiii, round c ormrs, led under goUl c<lges, in in w Ijox case. 

" ,, Pe.isiaii uioiocc 1 bill]', nd under gedd i does, neat I’eisiaii iiioioec o c.ise 

„ Tiiikeyinorooeo Innjt, loniid eoineis, ltd iiiirh I goltl e>lgcs, in elegant 'I’m key 
moroceoioeljc c.ist , 8,itiri lined 

„ RiutsLa liini', rMind corners, in ehg.int Tiiiket inoioceo loc k ease, h.itin lined 
The ‘prices oj oil 1 Ivc hcotluT >tyl> (mi Iji i,!itmnr i «( any oi tUred fnnii 

the rmuhers. 
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